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Hello Neighbors: 
 

Are you counting the days until spring arrives? Meteorologically speaking, winter ends March 
20, but this year, the Echo suggests St. Paddy wear a snowsuit as he inspects his four leaf clover 
plantings on Kings Mountain. The Mountain as pictured on page 2 has been a winter wonderland. 
Kids are having a blast building snowmen and having snowball fights. Vistas of majestic redwoods 
dusted with snow are a bit mesmerizing, even to adults (especially those who do not have to drive 
on a slippery Skyline Blvd). Echo archives reveal that until now, the last snowmen built on the 
KMES playground was in 2018. Presumably, it was just as much fun back then. 

Storms and snow added another level of urgency to the public service calls fielded by our KM 
Firefighters. A bit of this action is pictured on page 3. We’ve included a roster of current firefight-
ers on page 7 so that residents can say personal thanks to these dedicated men and women 
when you see them. Please note the 2023 Fire Brigade membership list on pages 6 & 7. The en-
tire community benefits from dues paid to the Brigade, so please join or renew if you are able. It's 
important for the safety of all. 

Put March 22 on your calendar to attend a timely KMA-sponsored lecture about Climate 
Change at 7:00 pm at the CC. Speaker John Marburger has degrees in applied physics specializ-
ing in meteorology, oceanography and climatology, as well as extensive climate risk management 
experience. His will be an informed but non-partisan look at climate change (page 8.)  

News about Art Fair grants on page 10 will make you happy about every volunteer hour put in 
last Labor Day Weekend. Read about new leadership on page 11 and Marty Eisenberg’s retire-
ment after 20 years of delivering great food to Art Fairgoers (page 10). We will miss you very 
much, Marty. Speaking of great food, the Mountain House reopened on February 22 (page 9.) 

The KMA Spring Brunch is likely to be the event most of us consider to be the real start to 
springtime. Join the fun of delicious food and anxious children waiting impatiently to run in the for-
est to find hidden eggs. Who knew that the bunny likes forest egg hiding haunts? It’s true, so don’t 
miss it. Get your KMA membership current with the form on page 13. Now is also the time to fol-
low the Garden Club planting tips to beautify your property with blooming color (page 14). Read 
about the celebration of books at KMES on page 16 and be prepared to support the Read-A-Thon 
if you are asked by a student. 

Movie night moves to Friday for the April 7th viewing of Steven Spielberg’s filmmaking journey. 
We close with an erudite Marty Eisenberg musing honoring Black History month. 

 

Stay well and stay engaged, 
 

Eileen Fredrikson, Editor 
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer 
Jan Lundberg, Echo Photographer 
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist 
 



Winter Snowstorms Turn Kings Mountain Into a Winter Wonderland 
 

The strange and severe winter weather pattern continued in recent weeks. After the heavy 
“atmospheric river” rains and very strong winds earlier this year, the mountain experienced rare 
winter snowstorms. While this created even more work for our already overburdened first re-
sponders, it provided a rare opportunity for Kings mountain youngsters to play in the snow and 
build snowmen. The following are a few photos of snowy Kings Mountain. 
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Kings Mountain Fire Department in Action 
 

February 2023 
February 11. KMFD (E56) was in Half Moon Bay this 
week for Rope Rescue Technician training, provided by 
#NCRT. Thanks to Coastside Fire Protection District for 
hosting. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
February 19. KMFD (E56, R56) responded with other fire 
and police departments to a single vehicle collision into a 
tree on Kings Mountain Road. Vehicle caught fire with mi-
nor extension into the wildland. One patient treated at 
scene. Fire quickly contained & controlled. 
  

 

 

February 25. KMFD 
(E356, R56) ran multi-
ple public service calls, with trees and power lines 
down, vehicles off the road, in the snow during the 
past two days.  
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on February 14, 2023  

 

ATTENDANCE: Attending in Person: Jack Rix, Ted Thayer, Meta Townsley, Kim Ohlund, Jason 
Oldendorp, Jon Fredrikson, Bill Goebner, Jim Sullivan, Hank Stern, Matt King, Larry Mann, and Tim 
German. Attending via Zoom: Ann Gabrys. 
 

Board President Jack Rix called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  
 

BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin provided the January report on 
uses of the Community Center. 
 

Exercise/Dance Classes 9 
Monthly Community Board Meetings 4 
Department Training and Maintenance 6 
Community Events/Parties 2 

Private Events/Parties 0 

Total Uses 21 
 
FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the monthly report for January electronically.  
 

Public assist 47 Vehicle accident 7 

Medical aid 9 Firefighter standby 11 

Vehicle fire  0 Smoke check 1 

Structure fire 0 Vegetation fire 0 

Water tender group response 1 Alarm sounding 2 

Hazardous Materials 0 Trash fire 0 

Total # Responses for the Month 78 Average # of Responders  5.2 

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response:  0   
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the January 10, 2023 
Board meeting were previously posted and approved online.  
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Jon Fredrikson submitted the financial report and commentary 
electronically earlier in the month. The Board did not have any comments on the report. Jon briefed the 
Board on several other financial matters, namely: the Brigade’s 2022 tax returns have been filed; 
fundraising efforts are going well as many generous residents continue to contribute to the KMVFB; the 
Art Fair has granted our requested 2023 funding; and the diminished status of the Brigade’s investment 
portfolios because of the stock market’s decline in 2022.    
 

OLD BUSINESS:  
Firewise Program: Jack Rix reported on the status of the Kings Mountain Firewise program, including 
interaction with other Firewise programs. 
 
Kings Mountain CERT Update: Kim Ohlund reported that there was a potential activation on Jan 15 
during a cable outage. Four HAM radio operators and four other CERT members were organized to 
deploy in support of KMFD; however, activation was not needed.  Training is scheduled on for March 11 
for radio usage and a medical skills refresher. Two CERT members are scheduled to attend firefighter 
rehab training. 
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The Kings Mountain Community 
Emergency Response Team is a 
group of residents trained in basic 
disaster response skills, such as fire 
safety, light search and rescue, team 
organization, and disaster medical 
operations. Using the training, CERT 
members can assist other residents 
when KMFD first responders are not 
immediately available to help. YOU WILL LEARN THE BASICS OF: 

• Disaster preparedness 
• Fire Safety 
• First Aid 
• Search & Rescue 
• CERT Organization 
Training is free. For more information and to     
become a KM CERT member, please email    
Kim Ohlund kohlund@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Join KM CERT 

 
 
 
Opening Community Center During Storms: The Board discussed the proposal to open the 
community center during storm events that result in major power and internet outages. The Board agreed 
that the Community Center would open during major outages as volunteer staffing is available and the 
need arises. 
 

Metal Storage Unit/Increased Storage: Chief Sullivan briefed the Board on the need for additional 
equipment/apparatus storage. The Board discussed potential strategies to determine the overall cost of 
construction. 
 

Recruiting Committee Report: No updates from the committee this month. Chief Sullivan reported that 
there are two medical responders and five volunteers currently in the academy. 
   

Fire Fighter Plaque: Bill Goebner briefed the Board that the list is complete but will need to be updated 
occasionally. A draft list will be printed for the next meeting.  
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
No new business was discussed. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:12 pm.  NEXT MEETING: March 14, 2023 at 7:30 pm  
 
Respectfully submitted, Ted Thayer, Secretary 
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KMVFB Members 
Abbott, Beverly 
Adams, Frank & Carolyn 
Alafouzos, Nick & Marilyn 
Allan, Bill & Debbie 
Allen, Donna & Harvey SSS 
Anderson, Keith & Bev 
Anker, Renee & Andrew BBB 
Anonymous Donor CCC 
Bahjat, Keith & Frances 
Bangs, Rebecca 
Barnes, Elizabeth 
Barry, Thomas & Brenda Christensen BBB 
Bartlett, James O. & Theodore Z. Hax 
Baumgartner, Erin Bixler 
Bell, Al & Jeanne 
Birdwell, Jeffery 
Bogart, Peggy & Terry 
Burkhard, George 
Burns, Gail 
Butler, William SSS 
Calcagno, Jeffrey 
Cargile, William Price & Shelly Zantop 
Carlson, Jeanne & Bill 
Case, Eric 
Catura, Linda 
Cold, Sandy BBB 
Constantinides, Donna & Charles 
Covell, Michele & Sumit Roy SSS 
Croop, Violet 
Dale, George & Stefanie 
De Verdi, Matthew 
Dean, Walter 
Defiore, John & Jan Roletto 
Dinkins, Steve & Amber Steele 
Djerassi, Dale 
Dostal, Lori 
Eberhard, Matin & Carolyn
Eisenberg, Martin & Darcie Ellyne 
Ellen, Stephen 
Espinoza, Javier 
Farmwald, Paul & Barbara Paldus/

Skymoon Ranch SSS 
Ferraris, Gail & Bob Nutting 
Fisher, Ken & Sherri CCC 
Fisher, Mina & Nathan 
Fletcher, Alma 
Forster, Carol 
Fotre, Terry & Sharon 

Fox, Brian 
Fredrikson, Jon A. & Eileen BBB 
Fung, Claudia K & Ricky Y Hsu 
Gabrys, Ann 
Galousin, Michael & Laura BBB 
Gannes, Liz 
Geranios, James & Christina 
German, Timothy & Caroline SSS 
Goebner, Nancy 
Gosling, Marcus & Katrin 
Goss, Chrystel M. 
Green, Dennis & Heather 
Greenberg, Peter & Suzanne 
Gregg, William & Ann Flory Stefancik 
Gustafson, Douglas & Barbara SSS 
Hausmann, John 
Healey, Jack & Sharyl 
Heintzelman, Keith & Cynthia 
Hennessey, Linda & Hank Roth 
Heydorn, Barbara A. 
Ho, Hiep & My Xuan 
Howard, Joanne 
Hurwitz, Herbert 
Hussey, Liam & Kim 
Hyemyoung, Kim 
Hyer, Jeanette 
Ice, Chris & Diane Palme 
Jewell, Darrin & Karen CCC 
Johansen, Fred 
Johnson, Betty 
Johnson, Marty & Maria 
Jordan, Timothy & Katherine 
Jurian, Andrew & Janet 
Karlson-Lea Family 
Katzenberger, Daniel & Catherine 
Kaufman, Marc & Marguerite 
Kawakubo, Plinio 
Keenan, Kevin 
Kim, Eileen & Mark Asbury 
Klein, Laura 
Krause, Michael & Wanona 
Kromat, Dan & Heidi 
Lansing, Megyn & William SSS 
Lee, Jonathan & Nathalie Vandenkoorn-

huyse 
Leeds, Jennifer & Hec Delgado BBB 
Leroy, Lieven 
Leveque, Duane & Janice 
Lewis, Larene 

Liebhold, Michael & Bonnie 
Lowenstein, Ellen 
Lukaszek, Wieslaw A. & Tu Tina Ho 
Lundberg, Jan 
Lundquist, Charles & Kara 
Lyddon, John SSS 
Mann, Larry & Pat 
Martinich, Anton 
McClenahan, William/Cypress Ridge 

Ranch 
McEwen, Diane 
Miller, Henry & Kathy Kennedy Miller 
Moriarty, Mark & Denise 
Morrison, David & Karen 
Mulligan, Timothy BBB 
Native Sons of the Golden West 
Newhall, William & Jean 
Noblitt, Staci L. & Leslie Hoffelt 
Norling, Chris 
Nourse, Andrew 
Ohlund, John & Kimberly BBB 
Olson, Jerry & Lorraine 
Parral, Lisa 
Phelps, Martin & Cynthia 
Philliber, Andrea Payze 
Plank, Sybil 
Porter, David 
Powell-Palmer, Emily 
Prestemon, Eric 
Reeves, Carol & Ken 
Richanbach, Dave & Shelley 
Rix, Jack & Betsy 
Rockmore, Joseph & Debra 
Rosenberg, William & Kara 
Roth, Hank & Linda Hennessey 
Ruby, Dennis & Jan 
Rudd, Marcia 
Ruehl, William & Cindy 
Russell, Jim & Olson, Jill 
Sanderson, Larry 
Schembri, Mary & Peter 
Semenoff, Byyan & Marcia Irving 
Shubin, Elliot & Kathy 
Siegman, Stephen & Anne 
Smith, Andy & Cindy Smith 
Soult, Neil & Carol 
Spain, William & Nancy 
Spano, Christopher & Lisa Thorsen-

Spano 

2023 Membership in the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade 
 

(Membership includes Dues Paying Members, Firefighters and Ex-Firefighters) 
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Stienstra, Bruce 
Stocker, Hugo & Anny 
Stutzin, Geoffrey 
Takaishi, Ayako 
Thayer, Margaret 
The Kings Grove, Inc. SSS 
Thoits, Rose Marie 
Thomas, Eva C. & Allan B. Schroeder 
Torres, David & Thalea 
Townsley, Meta & Stu 
Tregaskis, Wade & Marisa Nelson 
Turri, Jean 
Turri, Jennifer & Andy Beyer 
Van-Stratos, Judith 
Walter, Dean 
Ward, Kimberly 
Whitcomb, Mark & Courtney 
Wickett, James & Magdalene Yesil CCC 
Will, Gladys, Nancy Pennington & Jody 

Roberts 
Williamson, Ken & Rachel 
Winslow, Dean and Julie Parsonnet 
Wong, Dr. Harry 
Woodside-Portola Valley Fire Protection 

Foundation CCC 
Yun, Cathie & Harry Bleyan 
Zayner, Ted & Dawn Neisser 
Zhang, Yilin & Lihyun Sun 
Zhao, Leana

KMVFB Active Firefighters 
Barnard, Kenneth 
Battersby, Rachael 
Bhullar, Saiphul 
Curcio, John P. 
Fotre, Terry 
Gabrys, Ann (Asst. Fire Chief) 
King, Matt 
Mulani, Mayur 
Oldendorp, Amy 
Ray, Kelly 
Sanderson, Larry 
Simmons, Bobby 
Stern, Hank (Asst. Fire Chief) 
Sullivan, Jim (Fire Chief) 
Sullivan, Madie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KMVFB Ex-Firefighters (Still on KM) 
Barry, Tom 
Betlem, Lisa 
Betlem, Paul 
Croop, Vi 
Dellinger, Andrew 
Flory, Ann 
Fredrikson, Jon 
Goebner, Bill  
Leveque, Duane 
Leveque, Jan 
Mann, Larry 
Norling, Chris 
Phelps, Marty 
(Phelps) Dellinger, Emily 
Rockmore, Joe 
Ruby, Dennis 
Simmons, Bob 
Soult, Carol 
Soult, Eric 
Soult, Neil 
Stefanick, Gregg 
Sullivan, Kelly 
Wickett, Jim 
Wurster, Bob 

2023 Membership in the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade 
 

(Membership includes Dues Paying Members, Firefighters and Ex-Firefighters) 

KMVFB 2023 Membership Renewal Form 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please make check payable to and send to:  
 

Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc. 
13889 Skyline Blvd., Woodside, CA 94062 

 

Or use PayPal Giving Fund (no fees) to pay at  
https://www.paypal.com/fundraiser/charity/1467906 

 

Name 
________________________________________ 
Address 
________________________________________ 
________________________________________ 
Phone ___________________   
email __________________________________ 
 

The KMVFB is a non-profit 501(3)c organization. All dues 
and donations are tax deductible. Tax I.D. # 94-1650185. 
To donate stock, please contact treasurer@kmfd.org. 

Annual Membership Dues $35.00 

Additional donation  

Total Payment  

The Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire 
Brigade Board of Directors thanks 
everyone who paid 2023 member-
ship dues. We also thank the many 
people who contributed additional 

donations, and especially those who 
donated at the Lifetime, Benefactor, 
Sponsor or Champion giving levels. 

Notes: 
 Lifetime Member (Cumulative donations $1,000 or more.) 
BBB Benefactor (Cumulative donations $5,000 or more.) 
SSS Sponsor (Cumulative donations $10,000 or more.) 
CCC Champion (Cumulative donations $25,000 or more.) 
Cumulative donations include matching employer contributions. 
If there is an error on this list, please contact treasurer@kmfd.org. 

Special Donations (Anonymous) 
In honor of Pat & Larry Mann 
In honor of Sybil Plank 
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KMA Speaker Series Presents 
 

John Marburger 
Questions about Climate Change? 

Wednesday, March 22, 2023 7:00 pm 
Kings Mountain Community Center 

More about John: He is a retired Naval Officer, having worked on shore and at 
sea in various fields of meteorology, oceanography and climatology. He 
earned a BS in Physics from the United States Naval Academy in 1998, a MS 
in Meteorology and Oceanography from the Naval Postgraduate School in 
Monterey in 2004, and will finish his MA in Public Leadership from the Univer-
sity of San Francisco in May. In his current civilian capacity, he is an entrepre-
neur, as a numismatist and the sole proprietor of Silicon Valley Coins, as well 
as a climate change consultant, specifically in the field of climate risk assess-
ment and mitigation. He moved to Kings Mountain in 2016, where he lives with 
his wife, Cathy, and their daughters, Morgan (17), Sophia (15), Iris (2) and 
their two Australian Shepherds, Georgia and Moki. In his free time, you will 
find him gardening, hiking or playing guitar somewhere on the mountain. 

 

 

Warning from the KM Fire Department:  
 

Please Do Not Plug Space Heaters into Power Strips.  
Heating elements in space heaters can get up to more than 500 degrees Fahrenheit. 

 

As soon as the temperature drops, you may feel the need to crank up the 
heat. But before you plug in that dusty old space heater this winter, you'll want to 
follow this safety tip: don't use extension cords and power strips. 

You should never plug a heater into a power strip. These units are not de-
signed to handle the high current flow needed for a space heater and can over-
heat or even catch fire due to the added energy flow. A space heater should only 
be plugged directly into the wall, and always keep an eye on it when it's in use. 

Also, make sure you're operating them in a safe manner. Make sure there's a space at least a minimum of 
three feet around that space heater. 

Nearly half of all home heating fires occur in December, January and February. Space heaters, whether 
portable or stationary, account for nearly one-third of home heating fires. 

If you're planning on using a space heater this winter, follow these five safety tips from Electrical Safety 
Foundation International (ESFI): 
• Turn space heaters off and unplug them when you go to bed or leave the room. 
• Keep space heaters three feet away from anything that can burn. 
• Plug space heaters directly into a wall outlet. Do not plug any other electrical devices into the same outlet as 

the heater. 
• Place space heaters on level, flat surfaces. Never place heaters on cabinets, tables, furniture, or carpet, 

which can overheat and start a fire. 

Questions about Climate Change?   
 

Come in person and hear from local resident and expert John Marburger.  His degrees are in  
applied physics with specialties in meteorology, oceanography and climatology.  He worked in 
DC for the Oceanographer of the Navy doing climate change policy for all of DoD and then for the 
entirety of the government, especially in risk management and policy tied to national security.  As 
he explains, “I know that lots of folks have lots of questions about climate change, and I can an- 
swer their questions in a non-partisan way.”  
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The New Mountain House Opened on February 22, 2023 
 

The Back Story 
By William Roberts, Co-proprietor 

 
As the pressure and buildup of our opening date drew closer, 

the universe or circumstances or what have you threw more chal-
lenges at us. Recently recovered and repaired from the previous 
torment of December and January storms (i.e. a damaged room 
with leaks and broken kitchen exhaust hood) we were seemingly 
looking down the barrel of another weather system during our 
opening week. As we readied ourselves to welcome the commu-
nity back, it seemed that the Mountain was welcoming us in its 
own way. On the evening before February 22, the power went 
out. Winds were high in the flat lands as well as the mountain  
areas and power outages were experienced all over.  

As we lit lanterns, used flashlights, candles and headlamps, our whole team looked at one 
another and an unspoken resolution was agreed. We continued to prep food, clean the floors 
and set up tables with the light we had. We secured a generator to power us through our open-
ing week: however, that wouldn’t arrive till the morning of the 22nd.  

When I arrived in the morning on February 22, there was a different kind of chill in the air. 
Although power was on via a generator, Wi-Fi hadn’t been restored yet. Therefore, we had no 
reservation system, POS system, or credit card processing. Again, we were still moving for-
ward and our preparations continued.  

When 5:00 pm rolled around, we opened our doors and, regardless of adversity, welcomed 
back the Kings Mountain community with great food, gracious service and the timeless warmth 
of all the history of the Mountain House. We are so proud of our team that pushed forward in 
spite of the difficulties. As diners finished their first and second courses, it began to snow... 
perhaps the best omen of all. 

What a magical first night! One for the history books of this unique special property. We 
haven't stopped since and we are so grateful to the community for their love and support.  

 
Editor’s Note: The Echo asked the new proprietors of the Mountain House to give us some perspec-

tive about their re-opening of our community’s signature property. At the time, none of us knew what 
additional challenges the unusual weather would bring. Will Roberts' story above reads like an adven-
ture saga…which, of course, it was. Welcome Will, Dmitry and the Mountain House team. We are so 
happy you are here. 
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Art Fair Board Announces 2023 Grants 
 (proceeds from Art Fair 2022) 

On February 5, 2023 the Art Fair Chairs met for the Distribution of Funds meeting at which the 
proceeds from Art Fair 2022 and grant requests for those funds were reviewed. The Art Fair 
Board recommends funding on these requests and the Chairs approve those funds. Three agen-
cies submitted requests and we are pleased to report that we have succeeded in fully funding the 
requests for the Kings Mountain Fire Brigade, the Kings Mountain Associated Parents (for 
KMES), and Venture Free Foundation. In addition, the Board is contributing to the Fire Brigade 
Endowment and is planning to fund some equipment upgrades which are sorely needed. More 
detail on these actions will appear in future Echo’s. All of this is possible because of our commu-
nity members hard work to produce a spectacular 2022 Art Fair. Thank you!  

 

Andrew Anker, KMAF Board Chair   Bev Abbott, Executive Director 
 
Marty Eisenberg Retires After Two Decades as Cook Shack Co-Chair 

 

Marty Eisenberg is “retiring” as Co-Chair of the Cook Shack. Art Fair Chairs 
and Board members took the opportunity at the Distribution of Funds meeting 
on February 5th to thank Marty, who along with Betsy Rix and David Morrison 
took over chairing the Cookshack 20 years ago. Their team, with huge contri-
butions from Linda Ellliott and Cindy Phelps, has steered this very special part 
of the Kings Mountain Art Fair into its outstanding accomplishments. Over 
these years many, many people who have come to the Art Fair have said it is 
the best fair food ever! In collaboration with Betsy and Ted Thayer, who is 
working closely with Marty in the transition, we developed a list of Marty’s par-
ticular contributions to the Cook Shack. 

Here are some of Marty’s innovations: 
 

Corn on the cob – to buy corn and boil it was a big deal 
High quality chili -- Marty’s chili recipe is legendary, he developed it.  
Portobello mushroom sandwich – Marty insisted on the high-quality 

ciabatta rolls and freshly grilled mushrooms topped with roasted red 
peppers, arugula and a basil aioli 

Blueberry compote -- Marty developed this yummy sauce for our pan-
cakes. When you see him, ask him how many versions he tested 
and tasted. We are not sure he was ever satisfied.  

Mountain Nachos – a real hit. Before Marty, nachos were just the usual chips with cheese 
sauce. He added guacamole, beans, sour cream and salsa 

Coleslaw – best coleslaw ever. Did you notice a little taste of his special ingredient which 
gives it spice? 

Pulled pork — A delicious sandwich treat. 
Caesar salad – this tasty salad was a logistic nightmare in the small pantry so it did not re-

main on the menu but when it was on, it was fabulous 
Ice Cream Carts — Marty did all the best sourcing for ingredients and it showed. He devel-

oped the system for the Ice cream sales through Ice cream carts. 
He even donated the large commercial espresso machine. 

 

Perhaps it is appropriate to end with a quote from Ted Thayer: “I would 
like to say that although I had been volunteering for many, many years, until 
Marty took me up on my offer to help him with operations, I had no idea how 
much thought and effort he had been investing in the cookshack during his 
time as chair.” 

Thank you, Marty, for your many years as Cook Shack Co-Chair. We 
can sum it up with three words: innovation, quality, taste. AND we always 
appreciated your sense of humor!              by Bev Abbott, Executive Director 
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Art Fair Board Elects New Officers 
 

Each year, at the annual Art Fair Board Meeting in January, new officers are elected. They are as 
follows: Andrew Anker, President; Michele Covell, Vice President; Chris Ice, Secretary; Jeanne Carlson, 
Treasurer. We are very fortunate to have such intelligent, thoughtful and dedicated members step up and 
lead the Art Fair. Thank you, new officers! 

At this meeting we also elect new Board members. We had one slot to fill and Sandy Cold, who has 
served as our Marketing Chair, was elected as a new Board member. (Please see backgrounds for 
Sandy and Michele below.) Board members are allowed to serve two three-year terms for a total of 6 
years, with the exception of the Executive Director, who serves at the will of the Board. Welcome to the 
Board, Sandy!  

Dawn Neisser, after serving 6 years on the Board, has “termed out”. Dawn will be sorely missed. She 
has given many hours of leadership to the Art Fair as Executive Director for 12 years and then complet-
ing a 6-year term as a Board Member, serving as President for the last year. Dawn’s endless energy, 
sense of humor, thoughtful approach to problems and intelligent solutions have been deeply appreciated 
by the Board. As a former ED, she has given generously of her time first in the transition to me as ED 
and then ongoing through the last 6 years. The KMAF has benefited immensely from her diligence and 
passion. Her contributions will be appreciated for years to come. Thank you, Dawn! by Beverly Abbott, 
ED 

Michelle Covell, Art Fair Vice President 
Sumit Roy (my husband) and I moved up to the mountain in February 

2017. We have been volunteering at the art fair every year since. Most re-
cently, I have been working as a local host for artists, as a co-chair for Zero 
Waste, and as a KMAF board member. I have also volunteered for Cook 
Shack, Artist Registration, and the Welcoming Committee, as well as organiz-
ing a small Google Ad campaign for the fair and testing different volunteer 
sign-up sheet options. I believe that the Art Fair pulls us together as a commu-
nity, letting us make new friends and renew old friendships through our shared 
work. Those friendships are the biggest reward of the fair -- which says a lot, 
since the fair also funds our fire department. I think the biggest challenge for 
the ongoing tradition of the KMAF is recruiting new volunteers among our resi-
dents. The fair is a wonderful event as an attendee, but it is even more compelling as a volunteer. The 
friendships you make working at the fair are ones that will continue for a lifetime. Those friendships and 
the community we form through them are what make the mountain so magical. 
 

Sandy Cole, Art Fair Board Member and Marketing Chair 
I was born in Iowa and have lived on the mountain for 31 years. I moved to 

California after graduating from Iowa State to work in high tech where I held mar-
keting jobs for NeXT, Netscape, Silicon Graphics and start-ups. My two daughters, 
Sky (21) and Summer (almost 18) have both exhibited as Mountain Artists. Except 
for my 2 ½ years living in New Zealand, I have volunteered at the Art Fair for 20 
years: My “jobs” have included Cookshack, Info Desk, Cookies (baking and sell-
ing!), Radio PR, Posters, and 7 years as Marketing Chair. Dancing while deliver-
ing food in the cook shack is the easiest way I get marketing feedback. Fairgoers 
are happy to tell their server how they heard about KMAF, why they came and/or 
why they keep coming back. Many seem very invested in being here, visiting with 
favorite artists as well as checking out the new ones. My outstanding marketing 
team of Erin Bixler Baumgartner, Carrie German, Sheena Mawson, Eleanor New-
hall, Cindy Oldham, Jennifer Turri, and our webmaster extraordinaire, Logan Rockmore, make this job a 
pleasure. The web site is our biggest outreach draw. (Logan was 12 years old when he designed the first 
web site). My favorite memories of Art Fair are seeing the old timers Zanette Cornman, Ardy Woodruff, 
and Alma Fletcher continuing to work as volunteers into their 80’s and 90’s while watching Mountain chil-
dren help as face painters, tray kids, selling cookies, running Kiddie Hollow games. They grow into the 
adult volunteers who bring the community together to share the magic of the mountain with visitors every 
Labor Day Weekend. 
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Kings Mountain Association Board Meeting 
 

February 8, 2023 
 

The February KMA Board Meeting was held online via Zoom. 
 

Call to Order 7:02 pm. Marlene Scherer Stern, Amber Steele, Jonathan Lee, Larry Mann, Róisín Magee 
Altreuter, David Kaufman, Doug Forster, and Joanne Howard. Guests/Walk-Ins Cynthia Pitt. 
 

Approval of Minutes January meeting minutes approved via email. 
 

Treasurer’s Report (Jonathan, Treasurer) 106 renewals so far. 
 

Old Business   
 

KMA / SSA Meetings  (Marlene) Our agenda for the meeting with the South Skyline Association Board is on 
February 16th, 6 pm is to begin sharing best practices about propane, budget, fire department, civic 
engagement, board structure, bookkeeping, membership practices, insurance, etc. 
 

KMA Speaker Series  
KMA Online Tools Orientation Recap (Amber) Jan. 31 Video will be posted of the informative and 

helpful orientation to KMA, Community Center Rentals, Groups.io, KM CERT, KMVFB, and 
KM Online along with how to connect with these tools! 

John Marburger (Marlene) March 22, 2023 In person; a non-partisan look at Climate Change 
 

KMA Membership Update 106 renewals so far, and 2 new memberships (one of whom has been here since 
1987!) Welcome! Please renew your membership for 2023 if you haven’t yet. 
https://www.kmamembership.com/ 
 

KMA Music Events (David) Since the Mountain House is reopening soon, it is possible that the music gap 
will be filled there. David is pulling together a few interested folks to discuss how music night could model 
movie night and then take to the KMVFB if we choose. 
 

FireWise San Mateo (Roisin) Updates on the process of becoming a FireWise Community. Committee is 
doing early prep work to begin the (long) application process, which will be divided and worked on 
simultaneously by the committee members. 
 

Shaded Fuel Break Project (via email from Ben Rosner) Ben Rosner provided an update to be shared with 
the board: The shaded fuel break project that runs the entire length of Skyline (you may remember that South 
Skyline, with our support, applied for a grant for this and was awarded it a couple of years back) is being 
managed by CalFire. The project has been under CEQA review which is just now in the last stages of the 
process. The planned start date for actual fuel reduction work is for later this year. Denise Enea from Fire 
Safe San Mateo is managing the project and he will reach out to her for updates. 
 

New Business  
 

Groups.io Sponsorship (Marlene) Currently, Groups.io is sponsored by a community member. In order to 
perpetuate this service, the board voted unanimously to co-sponsoring the annual fee, with the KMVFB. 
 

2023 KMA Board Nomination Process (Marlene) Please let us know if you are interested in joining the 
board or helping out. Although there are no vacant positions on the Board this year, please let us know if you 
are interested in joining the board in the future or helping out currently in any way.  
 

Hwy 35 (Doug) Obstructions from felled trees that aren’t entirely removed from the road since the last series 
of storms remain on the side of the road, especially on the way to KMES. Caltrans has a process to file 
concerns for these hazards. Please report these hazards to notify Caltrans that we have an urgent need: 
https://csr.dot.ca.gov/  
 

Spring Brunch – April 2, save the date (Larry) Please join us for pancakes and brunch at the community 
center, along with an egg hunt and a visit from the Easter bunny! Larry’s recruiting volunteers for the kitchen, 
eggs and all assistance with cleanup is welcome. $10 for adults and $5 for kids - Free for KMA Member 
Families! 
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Primary Member (List Primary member’s name identically to the name on your propane gas provider records) 
Last Name  First  Name           Email    Phone 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Kings Mountain Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 

(Property or address owned or rented on Kings Mtn) 
 
Preferred Mailing Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 

(If different from Kings Mtn address) 
Additional adult household members: 

Last Name  First Name   Email      Phone 
1. 
2. 
 
Anyone in your household over 65?  yes ______ no_____ 
 

OK to publish KMA member names?  yes____ no ______ (your contact information is not shared with anyone) 
 

OPTIONAL INFORMATION: 

 

All KMA memberships run for a calendar year; the annual memberships fee is $40 per household.  Donations are 
gratefully accepted; every extra penny helps the KMA fulfill its mission of improving community life on Kings Mountain.   
 

For additional info or if this fee provides a hardship please email KMA@kingsmountainonline.com 
 
 

Amount enclosed:   Dues   $ 40 _____    Form of payment: check ____ cash_____ 
Donation  $ _________ 
Total Enclosed $__________ 
 

Please complete and return this form with your payment made payable to KMA Inc: 
KMA Treasurer 

Kings Mountain Association, INC 
13883 Skyline Blvd 

Woodside, CA 94062-4573 
Renewal forms are due February 1 for the membership year. 

We encourage online payments and registration/renewal forms which can be completed here 
https://www.kmamembership.com/ 

Kings Mountain Association Inc Registration    Date: ____/_____/202____        
Renewal _____  New  ______   Year first moved to the mountain______________ 
 
 

If you purchase propane for use at your Kings Mtn address, who is your propane provider? 
Amerigas ____ Ferrell _____ KAMPS _____ Suburban_____  Other: ____________________ 
 
Is a member of your household interested in serving on the KMA Governing Board or in participating in the KMA in some 
way? Checking “yes” or “maybe “does not obligate you in any way.  Yes______ Maybe________ 
 
Please provide the name of the interested member and any particular area(s) of interest. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ideas for KMA speakers, programs etc. ___________________________________________________________________ 

Renew/Join Kings Mountain Association Inc. Membership for 2023! 
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Kings Mountain 
Garden Club 

 
 
 
 
 

Spring Planting Ideas 
by Jean Farmwald 

 

There are many seed catalogs available now for 2023. Grab one or 
many and enjoy page turning (and dog ear all those interest grabbing 
pages) and finding something that interests you. The seed packages will 
have guidelines to follow for promising success. There are also many 
online sites for ideas and suggestions. Get started with something as sim-
ple and inexpensive as planting seeds in a paper cup (or egg shells!) with 
some seed starting soil mix.  

Have some fun and (hopefully!) reap the rewards!  If you try this and are 
successful, it would be fun to share what worked for you.  

There are also seeds you can plant directly in the ground for an early spring flower garden, 
including sweet peas, nasturtium.  

Try a vegetable garden with some lettuce, sugar snap peas, green onions or beets. They 
can all be planted directly in the soil.  
 

A few tips for March gardening: 
• Prepare planting beds for spring by adding compost to the area. 
• You can plant your vegetable starts when the danger of frost has passed. 
• Plant gladiolus and dahlia bulbs now for summer blooms of color. 
 

We look forward to launching the next series of mountain garden tours in May. These are 
in the planning stages now and we need your help. Please consider this plea to all neighbors 
to offer your garden/yard/property to be considered for a garden tour. It can be anytime in the 
spring, summer or fall. It can be someone that wants to show their beautiful yard of their 
fruits of labor or someone that needs help and suggestions to get started on planting. The 
tours last 30-45 minutes each, and usually around 8-12 people attend. Please contact Jean 
Farmwald to discuss this further or to plan an event. Jean.farmwald@gmail.com. Garden Club 
membership is not required. All residents are welcome to attend and encouraged to offer their 
yards. Microclimates on the mountain are so varied that there is something to learn about on 
every property. 
 

 
KMA Meets with South Skyline Association Board 

 
 
KMA Board members met with the 

South Skyline Association Board on Feb-
ruary 16 for a meet and greet and to learn 
and discuss best practices each associa-
tion uses to serve our memberships. We 
made new friends and learned much about 
local history from the well-informed leaders 
of South Skyline. We have begun to set   
areas for future collaboration. 

Garden Club News 
March 2023 
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The Kings Mountain Association 
Invites Everyone to 

Our Spring Brunch 
Sunday, April 2, 2023 

10:00 am to Noon 
At the Kings Mountain Community Center 

Egg Hunt 11:00 am 
 
 

Free to KMA Members and Family 

(You may renew your membership at the door) 

Non-Member Adult Guests: $10; Kids Under 12: $5 

 

Hope to see you there! 
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March 2023 School News 
 

KMES celebrated books and reading in a manner 
that visually captured the way books can transport you 
to another time and place that is fanciful or real; inhab-
ited by humans, animals, or another species altogether. 
March 2 was “The Day of the Book” where students 
came to school dressed as a favorite character from a 
beloved book. The costumed parade around the school 
grounds revealed several Harry Potters, as well as drag-
ons, dinosaurs, fairy tale characters and more. In fact, 
Little Red Riding Hood turned out to be our 4/5 teacher. 
(Who knew, until we saw her fabulous Red Cape). Best of all, students and teachers 
were allowed to wear their character costumes all day in the classrooms! What fun!  

It was quite the creative way to get students and parents involved in the KMAP 
Read-A-Thon $6,000 fund raising challenge of reading 10,000 minutes school wide in 
the period March 1 to 9. 

 

School Tour Dates: Get Your            
 Children Registered! 

 

New student registration for the 2023-24 school year is open! The next school 
tour for prospective families is on 3/28 at 2:45 pm. Please call the office (650-712-
7180) to sign up for the tour or send KMES Administrative Assistant, Lesli Schmutz an 
email request at schmutzl@cabrillo.k12.ca.us.  
 

Class Notes from Teachers 
 

K/1: Can you believe the snow? We are working on Unit 7 in Benchmark and K's es-
sential question is, "Why Do We Celebrate People and Events?" First grade: "Why 
is the Past Important?" K/1 celebrated Friendship/Valentine's Day by focusing on 
acts of kindness school wide and creating a paper chain featured in the Lion's Den. 
Math study is geometry, money, and fact families, while Art-in-action featured 
Bearden's She-Ba, which had K/1 create a collage. Black history month continued 
study of Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks and Harriet Tubman. ~Ms. Debbie 

 
2/3: Students are learning to multiply using various strategies, including skip counting, 

area model arrays, equal groups, and ratio tables. We have also begun studying 
the clock to tell time and understand elapsed time. Another area of focus this month 
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is on multi-step story problems involving addition, subtraction, and multiplication, 
and area and perimeter. In writing, students are publishing their non-fiction reports, 
and submitting poetry for their poetry binders. In reading we are identifying sign-
posts often found in stories that help us make inferences and understand themes, 
such as "contrasts and contradictions," "tough questions," and "aha moments." 
We've been exploring concepts such as empathy, acceptance, and citizenship, ask-
ing questions like, "how can I show empathy to the people in my life?" and "What 
does it look like to accept someone different than me?" In science students are 
studying functionality found in nature and making their own inventions using 
biomimicry. With all the unpredictable and challenging circumstances the weather 
has brought us these last few months, we are happy to be together, supporting 
each other, practicing adaptability through change, and having fun! ~Kate 

 

4/5: We just finished up unit 5 in math, for the 4th graders it was a unit on Geometry 
and the 5th grade worked on multiplying and dividing fractions. The fourth graders 
will start a unit on multiplication and division, while revisiting the concepts of area 
and perimeter. The 5th grade will be working on geometry, graphing on the coordi-
nate plane, and representing data, while revisiting the concept of volume.  

In English Language Arts, the fourth grade will start a unit on using mostly fiction 
to explore, "How do we overcome obstacles?" The fifth grade's essential question 
will be, "What compels us to survive?" They will also be using mostly fiction stories 
to explore the question, focusing on character development.  

We will continue our wonderful art lessons with Heidi Menary, Ali Sorensen, Mi-
chelle Velarde, and Amber Stariha. If you want to help in art, please let us know. 
We do art every Wednesday afternoon. Some weeks are messier than others. 
~Maile 
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Please join us at the Community Center for the  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

on Friday, April 7 at 7:00 pm (snacks) - film starts at 7:30 pm. 
for 

 

THE FABELMANS 
 

Inspired by true events, the narrative 
follows Sammy Fabelman on a 
journey of self-discovery. Paying 
homage to the power of cinema, The 
Fabelmans finds Steven Spielberg 
shining a light onto those elements in 
his past that helped him to develop as 
a filmmaker.   
 
“Bring out the Oscars for the year’s 
best movie, a personal best from 
Steven Spielberg about his own 
coming of age as a teen torn between 
his love for movies and family 
(Michelle Williams is incandescent as 
his troubled mom). You won’t forget 
this classic.”  Peter Travers, ABC 
News.      
 
Dir. Steven Spielberg, 2022, 151 min., 
92% on Rotten Tomatoes. PG-13.   
 

 

The film series is sponsored by the 
Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Bri-
gade. All movies screen at the Com-
munity Center and are free. Feel free 
to bring a snack to share. The fun 
(i.e., snacks!) starts at 7 pm; the film 
screens at 7:30 pm.  Masks recom-
mended but not required.   
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 March 2023 

 

by Marty Eisenberg 

 
 

Another George Washington 
 

Black History Month has just come to a close. During the month, I reflected upon historical African-
American figures who became known not for their political leadership but for other significant achieve-
ments. I happened upon a biography of George Washington Carver who left America with a valuable 
horticultural legacy that benefits populations worldwide to this day. 

In 1855 Moses Carver, a Caucasian Missouri farmer, purchased a slave, “Mary”, when she was 13 
years of age. George Carver1  was born to Mary in 1864, during that enslavement. George, his mother 
and sister were kidnapped by a band of slave raiders roaming the mid-west during the Civil War era and 
resold in Kentucky. Moses Carver sought to retrieve them but succeeded in finding only George whom 
he “repurchased” in exchange for a horse.  Moses Carver and his wife Susan raised young George as 
their own, teaching him to read and write – a very unusual skill for a young African-American man of the 
time period.  

At a young age George took a keen interest in plants and experimented with pesticides and fungi-
cides made from every sort of products. He became known as “the plant doctor” to local farmers due to 
his ability to discern how to improve the health of their fields and orchards. Upon slavery ending with the 
Civil War, George moved about the Mid-West, putting himself through school and living off domestic 
work. He graduated high school in Kansas in 1880 and was accepted for admission to an all-white col-
lege but turned away when the administrators learned he was African-American. Some years later, he 
enrolled in Simpson College, Iowa, a Methodist school that admitted all qualified applicants. There, in-
structors encouraged Carver to pursue his agricultural interests at Iowa State University. He did so and 
in 1884, Carver became the first African American to earn a Bachelor of Science degree. In 1896, he 
earned a Master of Agriculture degree from what is now Tuskegee University in Alabama. There he met 
Booker T. Washington, whose surname he included into his name in honor of the man.  

An attempt by Carver to train Southern farmers to better their crop yields was not an easy affair. 
Farmers often viewed schooling as Carver had attained as only a means to escape farming and be-
lieved they knew all they needed to know about growing crops. Notwithstanding, Carver taught poor 
farmers techniques to increase production such as feeding hogs acorns instead of commercial feed and 
enriching croplands with swamp mush instead of fertilizers. However, his ideas regarding crop rotation 
proved the most valuable. Through study of soil chemistry Carver learned that years of growing cotton 
had depleted soil nutrients resulting in low yields. However, growing nitrogen-fixing plants like peanuts, 
sweet potatoes and soybeans restored soil nutrients, allowing dramatically increased yields when land 
was reverted back to cotton.  

Farmers loved the high yields but crop rotation had its unintended consequences – an enormous 
surplus of peanuts and non-cotton products. Carver set about finding alternative uses for the products 
such as flour, vinegar and non-food items such as stains, dyes, paints and ink. He developed over 300 
foods, industrial and commercial products from peanuts including milk, Worcestershire sauce, cooking 
and salad oils. Peanuts weren’t even classified as a crop until Carver’s work! Carver visited Congress in 
1921 successfully advocating high tariff protections for peanuts to protect the southern and mid-western 
farmers. He thus became known as “The Peanut Man”. His discovery of the benefits of crop rotation im-
proves agricultural yields worldwide to this day. 

During the last decade of his life, Carver lived as something of a celebrity within the agricultural com-
munity and traveled the South to promote racial harmony. He passed away on January 5, 1943 at Tus-
kegee University at age 78 and is buried next to Booker T. Washington on the Tuskegee grounds.  
__________ 
1Enslaved persons prior to the Civil War had surnames that they used among themselves but in many cases were 
known by the surname of their slaveholder.  
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