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Hello Neighbors:
Happy Thanksgiving everyone! We are reaching the finale of another year on the Mountain. The
next few months will be a time of closure, when community groups create annual holiday festivities that
have become favorite Mountain traditions.
The Grand Halloween “Spooktacular” shown on pages 10-12
marks the wild, fun and costumed kick off to these fourth quarter
events. Read about how the “Guru of Goblins,” (our own Pat Mann)
stepped up to enshrine a trick or treat party for Mountain kids way
back in 1989, (page 12), and her thanks to the volunteer team that
made it happen this time around. Jan Lundberg’s celebration photos,
which she gave to many Ghoulish families as keepsake reminders of
the evening, put the whole party over the top!
As you gather with friends and family around your Thanksgiving table, much of this Echo bears
witness to how much our community should be grateful about. First and foremost, our firefighters
deserve our daily gratitude. Please thank them by renewing your membership in the KM Volunteer Fire
Brigade, which oversees and supports them. Our unselfish, highly skilled firefighter neighbors protect
our properties and property values while serving as first responders for emergencies of all kinds in this
rural environment. Training for new recruits will begin in January with Medical Responder classes starting this month. The KM Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) would also welcome your
participation. (See page 7 for details). Find the deadline for Art Fair Grant submissions from Mountain
non-profit organizations by KMAF ED Bev Abbott on page 3.
Our Kings Mountain Association is presenting an informative zoom meeting on November 16 about
aging in place strategies available through Villages of SMC. Also, don’t miss the KMA Holiday Celebration on Sunday, December 4. See your invitation and details about this traditional event on page 13.
This is always a memorable and fun evening made even more special by a visit from Santa himself.
Finally, don’t miss the KM Garden Club Wreath Making Party at the CC on Saturday, December 3.
The abundance of wonderful greenery to adorn our homes with wreaths, swags and holiday décor of
many types is readily available. The trick is knowing how to do it. Speaking from experience, your
editor can assure the most un-artistic among Echo readers that Garden Club member teachers help
you make décor that will make you proud. Plus, you will have a jolly good time. Everyone is welcome.
As usual, Marty muses about unexpected stuff. Pet Cemeteries take center stage this month. His
discourse will increase your supply of cocktail party conversation starters.
Stay well and stay engaged,
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer
Jan Lundberg, Echo Photographer
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist

Kings Mountain Residents:
Please Renew Your 2023 Household
Membership in the KM Volunteer Fire Brigade

Kings Mountain Firefighters at Work, Serving You

Residents are invited to become members of the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade by
paying annual dues of $35.00 by January 1st. Your dues help fund the Kings Mountain Fire
Department, whose first responders answer over 300 emergency calls a year. Just like paid
firefighters, our volunteers are trained in medical aid, structure, wildland, and vehicle fires.
Please consider an additional gift of any amount to pay for Fire Department operations and
equipment as well as utilities, insurance, and maintenance of the Community Center.

Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade

2023 Resident Membership Renewal Form
Annual membership dues are $35.
Please make check payable to and send to:
Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc.
13889 Skyline Blvd., Woodside, CA 94062

Annual Member Dues $

35.00

Donation to KMVFB
Total

$

Or use PayPal to pay at https://www.paypal.com/fundraiser/charity/1467906

Name ___________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Phone ___________________ email __________________________________
The KMVFB is a non-profit 501(3)c organization. All dues and donations are tax deductible. Tax I.D. # 94-1650185

Become a KMVFB Lifetime Member by donating $1,000 or more, or make a larger gift.
Amount
$1,000

Donation Tier

Your Donation at Work

Lifetime Membership

Help fund the annual operating budget.

$5,000

Fire Station 56 Benefactor

Invest in safety and protective equipment.

$10,000

Fire Station 56 Sponsor

Sponsor one year of firefighter training.

$25,000

Fire Station 56 Champion

Underwrite annual installment payments for Engines 56 and 356.

Membership levels are based upon cumulative contributions to the KMVFB.
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The Results Are In:
Art Fair 2022 Was a Resounding Success!
On October 31st we closed our books for Art Fair 2022
with satisfaction and gratitude in our hearts. Whether you
poured beer, hauled ice, cleaned trails, prepared endless
pounds of delicious food, greeted artists, helped customers,
cleaned porta potties, trimmed trees, cleaned up trash, hosted artists, welcomed and
helped artists, posted on social media, got your friends and family to come, worked in
Kiddie Hollow, participated as a Mountain Artist and so on, you made it happen! Whatever you did, you can pat yourself on the back and know that our Fair was a huge success because of each and every one of you who volunteered. New and old
(experienced) Kings Mountain residents jumped in and worked hard. We can be proud
to call this very special place home and to create such a magical event to raise funds
for our Fire Brigade and school. Overall, we made almost as much as we did in 2019.
Even though we had fewer artists (120 in 2022 vs. 135 in 2019), we made almost as
much from commissions on artists sales. Inflation hurt us in food in particular BUT
because of you and your fabulous attitudes, our tips and donations doubled!
Please see the notice below, Request for Grant Funds from Kings Mountain
Art Fair 2022. The Art Fair Board will review the responses to this notice and recommend to the “Chairs” how the proceeds should be distributed. For those of you who are
new to this process, please know that because the Chairs carry the responsibility for
organizing and delivering a top-notch fair, they are the ones to decide how the proceeds are distributed. You will see information in the February Echo on the
“Distribution of Funds” meeting where the Chairs attend and make decisions to grant
the funds after reviewing our financial data and the requests. Clearly, we have enough
to give significant grants to the Fire Brigade and the school programs.
Thank you all for your contributions to make Art Fair 2022 a big success!

NOTICE
REQUEST FOR GRANT FUNDS FROM KINGS MOUNTAIN ART FAIR 2022
The Art Fair Board is requesting grant applications from Kings Mountain Communitybased Non-Profit 501(c)(3) Organizations.
According to the by-laws of the Kings Mountain Art Fair “the purpose of this Corporation is to sponsor fund raising and distribution of funds primarily for the current and longterm support of the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Incorporated, a non-profit
organization, and secondarily for other community non-profit organizations that provide
services as well as social, civic, and educational opportunities for members of the Kings
Mountain community.”
Grant requests should include your total budget and other sources of income for
2022, your planned budget for 2023 including the funds requested for calendar year
2023.
Grant requests are due on December 16, 2022. Questions: call Beverly Abbott
650-868-9132 or email bjkabbott@aol.com
Please submit grant requests in hard copy to:
Beverly Abbott, Executive Director, KMAF
13000 Skyline Blvd., Woodside CA 94062
And electronically to: bjkabbott@aol.com
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on October 11, 2022
ATTENDANCE: Attending in person: Jack Rix, Ted Thayer, Kim Ohlund, Jason Oldendorp,
Kathy Shubin, Frank Adams, Bill Goebner, Matt King, Hank Stern, Jim Sullivan, and Tim
German. Attending by Zoom: Kelly Holscher
Board President Jack Rix called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:35 pm.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the September
13, 2022 Board meeting had been posted and were approved online.
BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin reported that the
Community Center was open during September. Kathy also reported that the use agreement
with KMA has been signed.
September Buliding Managers Report
Exercise/Dance Classes

3

Monthly Community Board Meetings

2

Department Training and Maintenance

8

Community Events/Parties

4

Private Events/Parties

0

Total Uses

17

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Jon Fredrikson posted the monthly treasurer’s report for
September online prior to the meeting. There were no questions from the Board about the report
at the meeting.
FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the monthly report for September
2022. The Fire Academy is scheduled for January 2023. The medical responder classes will
start in November. The department is researching the specifications for a new rescue engine.
The monthly response numbers for September are as follows:
September Chief’s Report
Public assist

11

Vehicle accident

6

Medical aid

17

Firefighter standby

1

Vehicle fire

0

Smoke check

2

Structure fire

0

Vegetation fire

1

Water tender group response

3

Alarm sounding

2

Rescue

0

Hazardous Materials

0

Total # Responses for the Month

43

Average # of Responders

Number of incidents with no volunteer response:

0
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7.0

OLD BUSINESS:
Recruiting Committee Report: No update from the Committee this month. The Board
discussed the status of candidate firefighters and medical responders.
Kings Mountain CERT Update: Kim Ohlund reported on the October 3rd presentation by Pat
O’Coffey and La Honda Volunteer Fire Department Chief Ari Delay entitled “Wildfire Readiness:
Lessons Learned from the 2020 CZU Fire.” Hank Stern and Ann Gabrys of the KMVFD also
made a presentation on how to stay informed in the event of an emergency. The presentation
was well attended both in person and on Zoom. Thank you to all the presenters.
Fire Fighter Plaque: Frank Adams reported that no new names have been found during the
search and the draft list will be posted in the Echo for review by the community.
Fire Extinguisher Refill Day: Jack Rix reported that the annual fire extinguisher refill day is set
for Saturday October 15.
NEW BUSINESS:
End of the Year Fundraising: Jack Rix discussed last year’s end of the year fundraising. This
item will be continued until next month.
Budget Committee: Jack Rix led a discussion of the creation of the annual budget committee.
The committee will be formed before the next Board meeting.
OTHER BUSINESS
Status of the Radio Room: Frank Adams reported on the status of the recent upgrades to the
radio room, which includes a new repeater. Frank reported the support wires for the radio tower
need replacing. Frank discussed two plans for the required maintenance and will send the
Board a bid for review.
MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:12 pm. NEXT MEETING: November 8, 2022 at 7:30 pm
Respectfully submitted, Ted Thayer, Secretary
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Many Residents Turn Out for Refill Fire Extinguisher Day
A steady stream of neighbors
arrived at the Firehouse/Community
Center grounds on Oct. 15th for the
annual Fire Extinguisher refill day
sponsored by our KM Fire Department.
KMVFD Board President Jack
Rix took over the reins of this event,
which was created years ago by
community safety leader, Steve
Johnson.
Having professional grade extinguishers in mountain homes adds a
layer of fire protection for everyone,
but they must be operable.
Jack reported a good turnout of
conscientious neighbors who took
advantage of this service provided
by David Pereira of Bubba's Fire
Extinguishers. "While there was never a lull, the wait time to get the extinguisher refilled was never overly long. Most residents had more than one and it is estimated that
we filled 100+ extinguishers on the Mountain," Jack reported. "Pereira did a great job.
He was very friendly while also being knowledgeable and efficient."
This is an annual event, so if you missed the opportunity to refill your extinguisher,
the KMVFD will do it again next year.
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The Kings Mountain Community
Emergency Response Team is a
group of residents trained in basic
disaster response skills, such as fire
safety, light search and rescue, team
organization, and disaster medical
operations. Using the training, CERT
members can assist other residents
when KMFD first responders are not
immediately available to help.

YOU WILL LEARN THE BASICS OF:
• Disaster preparedness
• Fire Safety
• First Aid
• Search & Rescue
• CERT Organization
Training is free. For more information and to
become a KM CERT member, please email
Kim Ohlund kohlund@sbcglobal.net.
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Kings Mountain Association Board Meeting
October 12, 2022
The October KMA Board Meeting was held in person and online via Zoom.
Call to Order 7:02 pm. Marlene Scherer Stern, Amber Steele, Jonathan Lee, Larry Mann, Róisín
Magee Altreuter, Benjamin Rosner, David Kaufman, Doug Forster, Joanne Howard.
Guests/Walk-Ins Herman Diederich, Jack Rix, Pat Mann
Jack Rix: Suggesting a candidate’s night for the supervisor position candidates. We will reach out
(very short notice) and send them questions to answer, if we can, we’ll bring them in for a town
hall.
Approval of Minutes: September minutes were approved via email.
Treasurer’s Report: (Jonathan, Treasurer). Due to the price of insurance and a 30% cost
increase in food, we will be running a deficit this year, even with the donations of members. The
funds that we saved during the pandemic were put to use for incorporation as a nonprofit
organization, and insurance. The new bank account has been opened.
Old Business
Propane Communication (Joanne) South Skyline has invited our members to join for their
discount.
KMA Annual Events – Volunteers are always deeply appreciated for cleanup!
Halloween Party (Monday, October 31) (Larry) Indoor/Outdoor Spooky Pooky, Parade,
Piñata and Party! Lorraine from the Mountain House is donating all of their Halloween
Decorations! Jan Lundberg will be providing photography.
Holiday Party (Sunday, Dec 4) (Larry) Pat & Larry will build and work the blue chair, Jan will
do photos, Snow (weather permitting)
KMA Music Events (David) Monthly music event - David would curate an eclectic, unique,
acoustic, 2-set concert style event. Hopefully a Sunday afternoon in February.
New Business
KMA Membership Dues and Event Costs Review (Marlene/Jonathan/Amber). Dues
Increase Proposal: KMVFD now requires that we carry our own insurance. KMA’s annual
budget has increased, greatly in addition to rising costs. The Board voted to increase the
annual fees to $40 per household, which will still not cover our expenses completely. Other
budgetary cuts will also be discussed. Dues have not been raised in at least 25 years. We
voted unanimously to vote to raise the dues, with the processing fee for online payments
waived for seniors. Please reach out to us if this presents a hardship, your membership is
important to us!
KMA Membership Form Update (Marlene/Jonathan/Amber/Joanne) Jonathan and Marlene
will be updating the membership form before January.
KMA Speaker Series
Nov. 16 - Village of the Coastside (Joanne) Zoom panel of four to explain how the
organization helps seniors stay in their own homes.
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KMA Online Tools Orientation (Amber) Zoom panel to give an orientation on the tools
(kingsmountainoline.com, Groups.io, KMA) available to neighbors, January date TBD.
Adjourned 8:31 pm.

KMA 2023 Annual Membership Dues
KMA provides speaker series, candidate forums, propane discounts, annual social events,
and more to keep our community informed and engaged.
The KMA is funded by membership dues that have not been raised for over 25 years. Thus,
the 2023 dues will increase to $40 per household per year, with the processing fee for online
payments waived for seniors. Please reach out to us if this presents a financial hardship, your
membership is important to us!
Rationale: The KMA budget will incur substantial expense increases, including new event
insurance requirements, the rising cost of goods and services, and offering more events. As in
the past, we are thankful for and graciously depend on our dues and additional donations made
by our members.
Watch the December Echo for the updated registration form and online information. For
questions contact kingsmountainassociationboard@gmail.com
Thank You, Marlene Scherer Stern, KMA President

Silvio Modena
10/24/44-10/16/22
Silvio Modena, a juried Kings Mountain Art Fair Craftsperson since
1999, passed away from cancer at home in HMB last month. Many
neighbors will remember him as “the bell guy” whose booth in the trees
across from the CC main deck simply rang with laughter and beautiful,
mellow bell sounds every day of the fair.
A local guy who grew up in San Gregorio, Silvio attended HMB
High, and found his artistic calling after working for the Department of
Defense as a boiler operator for 35 years. One day, while tapping on a
cylinder, the resulting tone inspired a future business idea. In 1997,
Silvio retired and began a business called “I Make Bells.” Silvio
handcrafted bells made from recycled high-pressure compressed air
cylinders. He engraved each bell with a hand drawn design inspired by
art and nature. Silvio completed his final, and very successful, bell show at the Kings Mountain
Art Fair this past Labor Day Weekend.
KMAF Artist Liaison, Carrie German, wrote the Echo, “Silvio was diagnosed with cancer,
thought he had beaten it but did not. He was put in hospice care in May so knew this would be his
last Fair. I feel honored that we were part of his artistic journey and growth.”
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Kings Mountain Celebrates a Gala Halloween Spooktacular
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Kings Mountain Celebrates a Gala Halloween Spooktacular

-11-

Halloween Spooktacular a Great Success Thanks to You!
by Pat Mann
First, thanks go to our wonderful KMA for
sponsoring the annual Halloween Party. How
lucky we are to live in such a community!
So many hands go into making this event
happen. It begins with set-up. As always, the
key players are Linda Elliott, Marilyn Alafouzos,
and Kathy Shubin. This year we added “new
players” - Lorraine Olsen donating the classic
decorations from the Mountain House traditional
Halloween Party and spending hours on a ladder adorning the deck of the Fire House. Adding
to the set-up crew, our ever-wonderful Mountain
photographer Jan Lundberg and our newcomers to the Mountain, Keith Lathan & Lori Dostal
who have become the new KM volunteers extraordinaire!
Thanks to all who made this event a special memory for our Kings
Mountain kids – Kelly Ray, Marlene Stern, the Kathy Kennedy
Miller Family. Maria Johnson. Maria King, Holly Winnen and Jeff,
Bill Goebner, Doug, Katy and Tim Jordan, Kelly and Bob Bickel,
Austri Fletcher, Dawn Neisser, Ted Zayner, Terry Fotre, Eileen and
Jon Fredrikson
Now to ALMA FLETCHER who has run the prize table for umpteen
years. How special she is to our community! Oh. . . and to the
candy tossers – most important to our kids ? Please forgive if we
missed your name. You are truly appreciated.
Editors Note: Goblins, Ghosts, and Spooky creatures of all sizes descended on the CC on
Halloween because they were certain they would find games, prizes, delicious nibbles and a
huge piñata filled with candy for all. Were they correct? You bet! Has it always been so? No!
In 1981, a group of parents organized a party at the CC because few neighborhood roads
were conducive to door-to-door trick or treating. On Halloween, excited, costumed kids found a
witch who told fortunes, a puppet show, and healthy treats, but NO candy. Need-less-to say,
our kids cried to go down the hill to trick or treat with their HMB friends who attended KMES.
Fortunately, one Mom, the ever-sensible Pat Mann, stepped in to give the kids what they
wanted. She transformed Halloween at the CC into a fabulous fun house of games, prizes and
candy that has just gotten better each year. As one Dad noted on Groups.io, leaving the party
our 4-year-old daughter shouted at the top of her lungs, “this was the best Halloween ever!”
Thank you, Pat Mann and volunteers. We all concur with the sentiments of this savvy young
girl.
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Sunday, December 4 at 5:00 pm at the KM Community Center
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KMA Speaker Series

Aging in Place on Kings Mountain
Wednesday, November 16, 7:00-8:00 pm Virtual ZOOM Presentation
Nancy Nadler, Leadership Chair,
Sue Eldredge, Executive Director
Emily Glines, past Membership Chair,
Sophia Wambach - Membership Chair,
Village of the Coastside is a nonprofit membership organization that works to sustain
and enhance the wellbeing of older adults who wish to remain in their own homes and to
be engaged in their community as they age. Their primary goals are to maximize
individuals' independence and minimize social isolation.
Village of the Coastside is a community of active older adults who share their
knowledge and skills to support each other. Their members share social, cultural,
educational, and entertainment activities on the Coastside; they also support Member
Plus members needing household and personal services.
Geography: From Pescadero to Montara (or Pacifica) and including Kings Mountain
residents for social memberships only. Most social events are close to Half
Moon Bay.
Social Membership: Activities and programs to support Aging Better and include
dining, happy hours, coffee gatherings, educational and health programs,
recreation, theatre, symphony and museum trips, and tech training. Cost: $20
per month. The goal is to eventually build a network of volunteers on the
Mountain to provide the Member Plus benefits a monthly cost of $40. These
include
 Rides to shopping, medical and other appointments
 “Just Checking In” calls or visits
 Assistance with errands, minor repairs, caregiver relief
 Suggestions for improving quality of life for your aging family members
A zoom link to this informative presentation will be posted on KM Groups.io closer to
the event.
Kings Mountain residents interested in volunteering or exploring services available in
advance of this presentation may contact: Village of the Coastside tel. 650-440-5030 or
info@villageofthecoastside.org
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Please join us at the Community Center for the

On Friday, December 16 at 7:00 pm (snacks)
Film starts at 7:30 pm., for

THE NIGHTMARE BEFORE CHRISTMAS
Bored with the same old scareand-scream routine, Pumpkin
King Jack Skellington longs to
spread the joy of Christmas. But
will his merry mischief backfire?
Watch this dazzlingly original
and visually captivating work of
stop-motion animation to find
out! This cult classic has become
beloved holiday fare.
“(A) veritable bounty of visual
delights. “– Nick Shager, Slant
Magazine.
Director: Tim Burton, Henry
Selick, 1993, PG, 76 min., 95%
on Rotten Tomatoes.
The film series is sponsored by
the Kings Mountain Volunteer
Fire Brigade. All movies screen
at the Community Center and
are free. Feel free to bring a
snack to share. The fun (i.e.,
snacks!) starts at 7:00 pm; the
film screens at 7:30 pm. Masks
recommended but not required.
Please note: we are getting together on a Friday in December! Hope to see you there.

-15-

November 2022 School News
Following the goal setting parent-teacher conferences last month, teachers in all classrooms resumed implementing learning strategy goals discussed. Consistently nice weather
allowed for plenty of good outdoor exercise at recess, which generally also prompted good
concentration in the classrooms. Of course, anticipation of Halloween tricks, treats and
wearing a fun costume all day at school added a little distraction at month end. However,
the wonderful costume parade on October 31 only added to the upbeat mood prevailing
among students, teachers, staff, and parent volunteers.

Teacher Class Notes
K/1: Thank you to parents who chaperoned our amazing field trip to Farmer John’s Pumpkin Farm! Students learned about different kinds of pumpkins and the life cycle of a
pumpkin. They enjoyed a hayride before choosing a pumpkin of their own. Farmer
John’s has an indigenous peoples’ teepees on display that kids used to imagine what it
would be like to live in a tent home. We are working on Unit 3 in Benchmark and the K
class essential question is, “Why do Living Things have different needs?” The Firstgrade question is “Why do Living Things Change?” K/1 had an amazing Halloween
celebration and students used stamps to create a Polynesian Tapa Cloth. Science featured lava lamp observations, while learning the three states of matter. First grade Unit
3 math is focusing on skip counting by 2s, 5s, learning about pennies, nickels, and
doubles, while K is working on doubles as well as addition and subtraction. The cooking surprise last week was learning to make deviled eggs! ~ Ms. Debbie
2/3: October has been a good month in the 2/3 classroom. We have been learning multiplication strategies and building more confidence in double- and triple-digit addition and
subtraction. We have also continued our exploration of shapes and their attributes. In
writing, we celebrated our first published personal narratives, reading from the author &
chair to the class, or in small groups with our peers. We completed our first novel
study, looking closely at problem and solution within stories, as well as inference and
making predictions. We’ve been having fun with meal worms in science and learning
about orchestral instruments in music. ~Kate
4/5: We are learning how authors interweave informational writing with more narrative writing to produce informational pieces that do not read like textbooks. The fifth grade has
been learning about corn and is creating historical fiction based on Native Americans’
relationship with corn. The fourth-grade researched plants and animals somewhere in
the United States and are writing letters to someone letting them know what they would
find if they moved there. They are using all their sense to describe the flora and fauna
of the area: how it looks, how it sounds, how it feels, how it smells, and how it moves.
In math, we are working with fractions and decimals. The fourth grade is working on
how fractional parts are related to each other, while the fifth grade is busy manipulating
decimals in many ways. We finished reading Holes and watched the movie to compare
and contrast the different media. We have moved on to Wonder, which also has a
movie. In art, we recreated our own version of The Scream by Edvard Munch. They are
very spooky. ~Maile
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Halloween Parade at KMES
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Kings Mountain Garden Club

Wreath Making Party
Saturday, December 3, 2022

1

9:00 am to 12:00 noon
Community Center
Everyone is welcome!

Bring your favorite cookies to share.
Also, bring wreath frame, clippers and any extra materials.
Coffee, tea and spiced cider provided.
Coffee, tea and spiced cider provided.
Everyone is invited to attend this free Garden Club event. No experience is needed.
If you do not have a frame, the club will have some for sale at very reasonable prices.
If you have greens on your property that would be appropriate as the green foundation
for your wreath, please bring it along and some for others to share. Our seasoned
wreath makers will have plenty of greens and other material for the taking. Many members bring ribbons or other personal items that may adorn their wreath. Acorns, small
ornaments, photographs, etc are perfect for creative people, and not so creative people, to make their own holiday wreath.
Please join in on the fun. You will not be disappointed!
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Marty’s

Mountain

Musings

November 2022
by Marty Eisenberg

A Heartwarming Stroll Back in Time
Upon a recent visit to friends in Marin County, I found myself fully an hour ahead of
schedule as I approached the Golden Gate Bridge. I quickly chose to take a side-trip into the
Presidio of San Francisco (a military base dating back to the Civil War) to see if the unusual
brick horse stables, erected for occupancy by the 9th U.S. Cavalry around 1903, remained
intact. My acquaintance with them originated in the 1960’s when I enlisted in the U.S. Army
Reserve. The supply company to which I became attached occupied those brick stables in
which wooden horse stalls and hay bales had been replaced by wire shelves and storage
cages filled with steel helmets, canteens, mess kits, and gas masks.
The brick stables were originally erected upon what later became the Presidio’s landing
strip named Crissy Field, which ran along the bay front. Incredibly, the army managed to
move those brick stables onto a hillside overlooking Crissy Field and the bay beyond. That
made way for use of the flat land along the bay for the 1915 Panama-Pacific International
Exposition. Residents of San Francisco overcame great challenges hosting that exposition
while still facing consequences of the 1906 Great Quake and resulting devastating fire. The
Palace of Fine Arts in the Marina district and the Legion of Honor near Lands’ End are
historic memorials of the Exposition.
I found those brick stables intact and still in use. My visit that day took me past the
Presidio Pet Cemetery. I am a life-long pet owner and was drawn to the half-acre hillside
resting place of many treasured friends ranging from dogs and cats to rabbits and reptiles,
behind an aging hand-painted sign reading: “The Love These Animals Gave Will Never Be
Forgotten”. The visit left me wondering just when and how pet cemeteries originated.
My research revealed the oldest pet cemetery in the United States is situated in
Hartsdale, NY, which began when a veterinarian let a grieving pet owner bury her dog in the
veterinarian’s apple orchard. That apple orchard is now the Hartsdale Pet Cemetery, the final
resting place of some 70,000 treasured friends. A much more recent and exclusive development of a pet cemetery is the Pet Memorial Cemetery in Calabasas (California) where
Hopalong Cassidy’s horse, Topper, and Steven Spielberg’s Jack Russell Terrier are forever
laid to rest.
The oldest pet cemetery in England is in Hyde Park. It began as a backyard garden burial
place for a Maltese terrier whose grave still boasts a tombstone epitaph reading: “Poor
Cherry. Died April 28, 1881.” The cemetery officially closed in 1903 with 300 graves dotting
the lodge’s back garden. It appears pet names haven’t changed too much over the span of a
century and a half. Lots of “Spot”s and “Muffin”s engraved upon those tombstones.
Archaeologists discovered what appears to be the oldest pet cemetery on record in Egypt
– nearly 2,000 years old. It is filled with what must have been well-loved animals including remains of cats and monkeys still wearing ornaments and collars stringed with shell, glass and
stone beads.
The history of pet cemeteries suggests a long existing relationship between humans and
animals taken in to become their pets. The relationship between humans and pets continues
to evolve. In 2016 New York governor Andrew Cuomo made it legal to bury pets next to their
owners in human cemeteries, commenting that “after-all, four-legged friends are family.” How
true that is!
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