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Hello Neighbors: 
 

Hope everyone had a Happy 4th of July celebration…. especially if you were with friends and family 
someplace where good food was abundant and where a terrific fireworks display was clearly visible. The 
Echo has no complaints regarding the recent overcast conditions on the Mountain since it has been rea-
sonably warm, and the foggy “forest bathing” reduces fire danger for us all. Huddart, Edgewood Park, and 
other properties East of Skyline have been doing lots of fire protection vegetation removal. Midpeninsula 
Open Space District Wildland Fire Resiliency Land Management planning meetings listed on page 16 are 
open houses designed to answer questions on this topic from KM residents and other interested public.   

This issue marks the official kick off for volunteer recruitment by the 2022 Art Fair Chairpersons. Please 
read the job descriptions they provided the Echo. Consider how much time you can commit to staffing the 
various jobs, contact the Chairs with any questions, and get signed up. Volunteer labor from residents (and 
your friends, relatives, and generous acquaintances) is key to generating the revenue needed to fund the 
KM Fire Department, maintain the firehouse/community center and KMES teacher support and curriculum 
enrichment. In short, a successful 2022 Art Fair is vital and volunteer hours from all of us is the only way it 
can happen. 

Art Fair E.D. Bev Abbott’s message on page 3 provides an interesting “cliff note” type summary about 
the origins of the Kings Mountain Fire Department and the Art Fair organized by residents to buy firefighting 
equipment. Echo contributor Bill Goebner unearthed the old Echo reports that help us understand and ap-
preciate how far these organizations have come. The November 14, 1960 letter calling a meeting to estab-
lish a volunteer fire department lays out the purpose and advantages of having such a group. Those descrip-
tions remain as important today as they were in the 1960s. Three years later, in 1963, residents held an Art 
Fair to help fund the fledgling fire department. The primary purpose of the Art Fair also remains unchanged; 
however, the measurement of success has been bumped up quite substantially. Apparently, that first fair 
was rather chilly as demonstrated by Echo thanks to “Betty B. who sat faithfully guarding the money box for 
two long days with frozen feet.” Echo readers today can be guaranteed that signing up for any of the volun-
teer jobs described in this issue will not result in your having frozen feet! You will, however, make as signifi-
cant a contribution as did the Ms. Betty B. 

Don’t miss the opportunity reduce fire danger on your own property by participating in the chipper pro-
gram on July 12 (page 11). Come have some fun with your neighbors next Saturday at the KMA Summer 
BBQ. It is always fun and delicious as well as an easy way to find out which Art Fair volunteer jobs you might 
find most enjoyable. Speaking of delicious, you probably want to try Marty Eisenberg’s summer treat salad. 
Looks easy and sounds yummy! 

In closing, we note the passing of long-time resident, Peter Garratt. Pete was a real mountain man with 
a deep understanding of wood and how to craft beautiful useful things from it. He will be missed. 
 

Stay well & stay engaged,   
 

Eileen Fredrikson, Editor 
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer 
Jan Lundberg, Echo Photographer 
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist 
 



 

CELEBRATING 59 YEARS, 1963-2022 
 

LABOR DAY WEEKEND 
SEPTEMBER 3, 4, & 5 2022 

 

Please volunteer to work at the 2022 Art Fair! 
 

We are celebrating 59 years of volunteering that 
benefits our entire community in major ways. Art 
Fair earnings fund and equip our vital Kings Moun-
tain Fire Department, maintain the Firehouse-
Community Center building and grounds and     
supplement the enrichment program funding that 
underpins educational excellence at Kings Moun-
tain Elementary School. 

 
Please read this Echo for detailed descrip-
tions of jobs where we need you! Become a 
part of our vitally important ALL volunteer 
community event. Invite new neighbors,   
family, and friends. All are welcome to join 
the fun and work 
with us. You can 
sign up for as 
many jobs or shifts 

as you would like. Just please keep track so you do not 
duplicate a time slot. It can get busy and difficult to find 
a replacement for an overlapping job at the last minute. 

 

Let’s show our community how much we love living here! 
 

Any questions? Please feel free to call me or email me: 
Patty O’Connell, tel. (650) 743-9520  OConnells@msn.com 

 

 

See you at the 59th Art Fair! 
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Art Fair 2022 is Coming Soon! 
 

Behind the scenes many things are happening to get ready for our fair. This Echo gives you the 
opportunity to learn about the possible jobs and how to sign up for our event. Join this fun and pro-
ductive time with your neighbors and friends. Some of you are seasoned volunteers, some of you 
will be new, but we expect all of us will have fun. Please read the descriptions in this Echo and find a 
spot you think you would enjoy.  

 

Bill Goebner found this letter in our archives . Dated November 14, 1960, it says “There will be a 
meeting on November 20,1960 of all men in the Kings Mountain Area who wish to establish a Volun-
teer Fire Department.” That was 62 years ago. And shortly thereafter the Art Fair was created to 
support this precious community resource now run by our exemplary men and women of Kings 
Mountain. Sign up please and be a part of Art Fair 2022 and help raise funds for our community! 

 
 

Echo Story about 

the successful 

1963 Art Fair! 

Thanking the 
1963 Art Fair 
Volunteers! 
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Kings Mountain 59th Art Fair 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: SIGN UP FOR GREAT, FUN JOBS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BEVERAGE BOOTHS: ANDREW ANKER aa@kamungus.com  
 

This is a call out for sign-ups for Upper & Lower Beverage Booths: 
Saturday 9/3, Sunday 9/4, and Monday 9/5. 

We run two Beverage Booths during the Kings Mountain Art Fair, selling beer, wine, 
soda and juice to fairgoers. We have jobs for all ages and abilities, relaxing mornings, 
hectic lunches and peaceful afternoons. 

Please note that the shift times are different between Upper and Lower Booths. 
UPPER Bev. Booth: 9:30 am - 12:00 pm, 12:00 

pm - 3:00 pm, 3:00 pm - 5:30 pm. Upstairs inside 
Bay One of the Fire Station. The action here is a 
bit mellower than that of the lower Bev Booth with 
swings in level of activity throughout the day. 

LOWER Bev Booth: 9:30 am - 11:30 am, 11:30 
am - 2:30 pm, 2:30 pm - 5:30 pm. Adjacent to Grill 
56. The action here can be described as 
“organized chaos”, especially during the lunch 
crunch. All of the fun of the Cook Shack without 
the heat (and lots more soda and beer). 

Please email me DIRECTLY (not via KM Groups.io) with the day and time you 
would like to work: aa@kamungus.com  Thank you! 

 

WELCOMING COMMITTEE: THALEA & DAVID TORRES 851-1197 
thaleaz@yahoo.com 

 

Volunteers are needed to welcome our artists to help direct them to their spaces. 
Help is needed on Thursday and Friday before the fair begins on Saturday of Labor 
Day weekend. We need the most help on Friday all day, but also we could use a few 
volunteers midday on Thursday to help with the artists who arrive early. Lastly, if you 
are an early bird, we can use help from 7:00 am to 9:00 am on Saturday, the first day 
of the fair, to guide the last minute arrivals. This is a great way to meet our artists! 
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SHUTTLE RIDERS: HANK STERN, HankDStern@gmail.com (650) 228-8479 
GEORGE DALE gdale@paseopartners.com  (310) 488-5481  

 

Shuttle hosts (and hostesses) are needed! For those of you who enjoy riding the 
shuttles (it might need to be a bus this year) for 2 hours in the redwoods, helping the 
public get around the Kings Mountain Art Fair, and providing information to shuttle rid-
ers, we have just the job for you. Duties include being the first Kings Mountain resi-
dents welcoming the public to the Art Fair, answering many questions like, "will we get 
to see any banana slugs?" and helping people on and off the shuttles. No driving at all, 
(we leave this to the professionals).  
• Shuttle hosts are needed for 2 hour shifts Satur-

day, Sunday, and Monday.  
• Want an early morning shift?  Parking attendants 

needed to greet the artist first thing in the morn-
ing each art fair day at the north Purisima parking 
lot, 2 hours.  Need to be good at tetras!  

• We also can use some help posting no-parking 
signs on Friday, and talking them down on Monday.  

 

 
KIDDIE HOLLOW: PAT MANN 851-3598 lnpmann1@gmail.com 

 

    High School Students Who Need Service Hours? PERFECT posi-
tion for you! Help kids with their spin art, craft projects and games. 
No artistic talent needed – just a desire to 
put smiles on the faces of throngs of chil-
dren! Morning, Afternoon and All-Day 
shifts available. You can go to the Sign-Up 
Genius Link https://bit.ly/KHV2022 . 
“Grown-Ups” also needed for two hour 

shifts to help at the entrance table with name tags, tickets, 
etc. may sign-up directly with me. It really is a fun place! Thanks for all any help! 

 

ART FAIR ZERO WASTE PROGRAM: MICHELE COVELL  
michelecovell@gmail.com & EILEEN KIM eileen.kim@yahoo.com 

 

Volunteer for the Art Fair Zero-Waste Program!  If you love our beautiful mountain 
environment, this is the job for you! We work to keep the fair clean and pristine by help-
ing visitors to sort and reduce landfill trash. Our goal is to send as little trash to the 
landfill as possible -- to work towards a Zero Waste Fair. 
Volunteers help fair goers sort out their discards into recy-
clables versus "mixed compostables" (compostables+trash). 
At the same time, we help educate people about how and 
why we are attempting to recycle or compost all of our re-
sources. We also need a few hearty souls to carry bags from 
various locations at the fair down to our dumpsters. Please 
sign up for a couple of shifts at https://bit.ly/00waste  Also 
feel free to invite new neighbors, friends and relatives to 
come and join in the fun. The earth thanks you! 
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ART FAIR IT TECH SUPPORT: CHRIS ICE chris@trub.com  
 

Are you handy with mobile phones and tablets? Do you like helping people solve is-
sues with their devices?  Are you interested in learning more about how the network 
and IT infrastructure works?  Then the Art Fair IT Tech Support Team is for you! 

Because our location in the woods has unreliable cellular coverage, the fair pro-
vides artists and fair operations with wifi connectivity to enables things like credit card 
payment processing, updating social media sites, and reviewing online portfolios with 
potential customers.  We work hard to ensure the wifi network is robust, but sometimes 
the artists’ tech is not. We encounter a wide variety of devices, from iPhones to An-
droid tablets new and old, an array of Bluetooth gadgets like credit card readers and 
receipt printers, and who knows what else! 

We are looking for 2-3 volunteers during the fair to help artists get connected and 
troubleshooting and resolving any random tech issues that may arise during the show.  
Among the skills we’re looking for are: 
• Familiarity with mobile devices such as phones and tablets 
• Experience with setup and connectivity of iOS and Android operating systems 
• Understanding of pairing/re-pairing Bluetooth devices like Square or Clover readers 
• Good understanding of how cloud things work like 

Gmail, iCloud, and Square 
• Passion for helping people of all skill levels, with 

patience and compassion in all situations 
Morning and afternoon shifts are available on all 

three days; we reside in the firehouse with occa-
sional forays out on the grounds when necessary to 
help artists at their booths. 

Please contact Chris Ice (chris@trub.com) with 
interest or questions and we’ll take it from there! 
 

 

GROUNDS: BILL ALLAN AND LARRY MANN (650) 851-3598 
lnpmann@gmail.com 

We have many tasks to do in the weeks prior to the fair, during the weekend of the 
fair and on the Tuesday following the fair. If you want to help, please call or email and 
we can discuss the opportunities available. 

 

INFORMATION CENTER: LIZ GANNES lizgannes@gmail.com 
 

Info Center volunteers serve as KM Community Ambassadors and Art Fair Hosts. 
You will be responsible for greeting people as they enter the fair and welcoming them 
to our phenomenal Kings Mountain community. You’ll help guests who are looking for 
food, bathrooms, a certain booth or an ATM. Whether this is your first Art Fair or your 
twentieth, making people feel welcome and well-informed is such an important part of 
the event. We have three locations, each staffed with two volunteers at a time. No ex-
perience necessary! There will be a short training session held the evening before the 
fair kicks off. New residents — we are very happy to pair you with one of our long-time 
hosts so you can learn the ropes and get to know at least one neighbor well. You can 
sign up for a slot of your choice at this link: https://signup.com/go/HvreRrZ or email Liz 
directly if you prefer. 
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COOK SHACK aka Grill 56: CINDY PHELPS 650-773-0935                                     
& MARIA KING 650-922-3703 

 

Breakfast & lunch crews: The Art Fair food 
service needs YOU to help us feed the hungry 
masses (and the volunteers as well!) Your help is 
needed for both Breakfast and Lunch.  

Jobs: servers, grill masters, food prep, cash-
iers, condiment set up, coffee servers, bunner/
baggers, tray washing, ice cream monitors, and 
light clean up chores.  

     Every job is   
important (and we have lots of them), so please sign 
up for as many time slots as you can manage.  
There are 3 shifts per day from 7:00 am to 5:00 pm. 
Have loads of fun working with other friendly and ener-
getic folks and meet your neighbors. Let’s make this an-
other memorable Art Fair on Kings Mountain!  
The Cook Shack schedule with volunteer slots by date 
and time will be posted for your sign up online. 
 

BOOTH SITTING AMBER STEELE & SARAH CARLSON  
https://tinyurl.com/Booth-Sitter-Form-2022   steeledance@gmail.com 

 

Give the Artists a Break - and now, the Mountain Artists, too! As a booth-sitter, 
you provide a much-needed service to our artists by helping to keep them fed, hy-
drated, and comfortable. Booth sitters aid artists by fetching food and/or beverages or 
by standing in for a few minutes while an artist leaves their booth to respond to na-
ture's call. It's a great way to meet the artists and Art Fair visitors! Artists regard Kings 
Mountain Art Fair as one of the best, in part because of the booth sitter support that we 
provide. Come and join our team!  

To Request a Shift, please use the handy form shown above or email Amber: 
steeledance@gmail.com  

You can also comment on the Booth Sitting Schedule with your requests:        
https://tinyurl.com/Booth-Sitters-2022  

 
 

 T-SHIRTS & COMMEMORATIVES: META TOWNSLEY (408) 505-7234 
meta320@gmail.com 

 

Do you enjoy talking with new people? Unafraid of initiating conversations with 
passersby? Comfortable with sales? If yes, then selling our KMAF t-shirts and other 
merchandise is a great volunteer position for you. We need individuals who want to 
sell!  

Our booth is located next to the Firehouse Information Center, which is also con-
veniently close to the beer booth. Come have some fun! We appreciate your time as a 
KMAF t-shirt sales volunteer. And thank you for helping us sell out of our KMAF mer-
chandise inventory! You can sign up for a two hour shift of your choice here:  
https://signup.com/go/jrmSWVK  
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KM Residents: Please feel free to invite new neighbors, friends and relatives 
to come and join in the fun. You can sign up for as many jobs or shifts as 
you like…just please keep track and try not to double book yourself. 
Your community needs you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“The King’s Mountain Art Fair Recycled Bag Repository” 
No room for groceries because you have too many bags in the trunk? Perhaps your closet 

is overflowing with recyclable bags? 
Donate your lightly used gift and shopping bags to “The King’s Mountain Art Fair Recycled 

Bag Repository” and support the artists and fair goers by providing free recycled shopping 
bags for Art Fair 2021. 

I am collecting lightly-used bags from our community. I am interested in gift bags, cloth 
bags, brown paper bags, but NOT plastic bags. They will be inspected for cleanliness, sorted 
by style, and quarantined for at least 2-3 weeks. A hang tag advertising King’s Mountain Art 
Fair, Labor Day Weekend will be added to each bag.  

At the King’s Mountain Art Fair, these bags will be available for free to the artists for their 
sales over the weekend. They will also be available for free to the guests to use for their pur-
chases.  

Please email me to let me know if you have bags. I can pick them up at your place or you 
can drop them off at my home. Thanks for supporting this endeavor. 

Darcie Ellyne Darcie.Ellyne@gmail.com 
 

Host an Artist! Can you Help? 
by Carrie German, Kings Mountain Art Fair Administrative Assistant 

In preparation for the 2022 Art Fair, we would like to be able to give our artists as much 
good news as possible. In the past, many neighbors have opened their homes to the artists 
with overnight accommodations. Are you interested in doing this?  

Our artists are low-maintenance. The amount of hospitality you extend is up to you. Ac-
commodations can include parking for a self-contained RV, a place to pitch a tent with access 
to a bathroom, a spare bedroom, or a sofa in the living room. Close proximity to the Fair 
grounds, shuttle stop or if you're going to be on the grounds all day anyway and can give a ride 
is a plus.  

This place to stay amenity is sometimes the financial or stress make-or-break for artists at-
tending our show. If you are interested, please let me know what your conditions are: vaccine 
required; length of vehicle preferred; type of accommodation; etc. To sign up or for more infor-
mation, please contact Carrie German carrieg2@aol.com or at 650 851-4198 (no texts). 

Hosting is an excellent opportunity to get to know our artists! Please volunteer to host! 
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The Kings Mountain Art Fair Marketing Team 
Erin Bixler Baumgartner, Carrie German, Sheena Mawson, Eleanor Newhall,  

Cindy Oldham, Sandy Cold Shapero, Jennifer Turri,  
 AND Logan Rockmore 

Our target is the art-loving customer living in 
the Bay Area and the worldwide customers who 
can use our online artist marketplace. Our focus 
this year? Buy art in-person AND ONLINE! We 
know our in-person customers want to come 
back and we hope our online customers want 
to keep buying. 

Advertising: We are increasing our digital 
advertising as we continue to welcome our 
loyal repeat visitors but grow our younger 
market.  We continue to use the publications 
that perform the best: The Almanac, Palo Alto 
Weekly, Bay Area News Group (Mercury News), 
San Francisco Chronicle/SFGate, Los Altos Town 
Crier, Half Moon Bay Review, and Metro Silicon 
Valley. 

Social Media: In addition to advertising on 
Facebook and Instagram, there will be daily 
posts on Facebook and Instagram focusing on 
the artists, our firefighters, and the community. 
All KM neighbors: please “like” and share posts. 

Postcards and flyers: Our artists are provided 
physical postcards to distribute to their 
customers and at other art fairs. We will send a 
digital postcard to our customer database. 
Postcards and flyers will be at the Community 
Center for residents to distribute. 

Press: We continued to receive good press 
coverage over the past two years and hope to 
get increased coverage as “We are Back!” 
Seven newspapers are targeted for Art Fair 
coverage. 

Calendar Listings: The Fair will be listed in 35-
40 online websites. 

Website:  For the past two years, we used a 3rd party to sell art 
online. This year, we bring it home and expand our Art Fair 
website to help artists sell art online. Our juried and Mountain 
artists have always had their websites listed on the Fair website 
but there is more marketing focus on taking online buyers to 
the online Artist marketplace. Buyers can buy art no matter 
where they are in the world. The Art Fair website was created 
23 years ago by 7th grader, Logan Rockmore.  He continues to 
be our creative and everlasting Webmaster. 

Kings Mountain resident outreach: And every year, we need your 
help to get the word out! Please help the Fair be successful by 
sending the digital postcard to friends and family and encourage 
them to buy art and/or donate to the Fire Brigade, School, and 
Venture Free. Follow/like us on Facebook and Instagram. Hand out 
postcards and flyers to local businesses. Tell everyone you know, 
“The 2022 Kings Mountain Art Fair is IN-PERSON and ONLINE!” 
Thanks for your help! 
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KMA SUMMER BBQKMA SUMMER BBQ  
 
 
 
 

OLDTIMERS/NEWCOMERS 
 

LET’S GET TOGETHER AGAIN!  
SATURDAY JULY 9th 

12:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

FOOD SERVED FROM 12:30-2:30 pm 

BEVERAGES, BBQ AND SIDE DISHES PROVIDED 

FREE - ALL WELCOME! 

PLEASE BRING YOUR FAVORITE DESSERT 

BINGO, CORNHOLE GAME, KIDS’ ACTIVITIES & MORE! 
 

A perfect opportunity to learn about & sign up for       
volunteer positions for our Kings Mountain Art Fair! 

 

                             HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 
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Create More Defensible Space Around Your Property 
Free Chipping and Haul Away! 

 

Kings Mountain residents are encouraged to use 
the free SMC Chipper Program to expand the      
defensible space around their homes. The chipping 
program is a hazardous fuel reduction initiative de-
signed to help promote fire resiliency. It is a free 
service. Chips will be hauled off at no cost. No sign 
up or registration is required.  

 

FIRE SAFE San Mateo County & CalFire inmate crews will be here on Kings Mountain 
on Tuesday, July 12, 2022  to chip and haul away the refuse from piles you have pre-
pared. Mountain residents are responsible for cutting, gathering, and piling vegetation 
from around your homes. Put these in piles near a roadside or in a location in front of your 
home. Stack your material by 7:00 a.m. on July 12, but no sooner than July 1st.  

What can be chipped? Brush and tree limbs up to 8” diameter. Material must be free of 
nails, rocks, screws, rope, or wire as these can damage the chipper. The chipper cannot 
chip the following: vines, dirt, root balls, leaf piles, milled lumber, eucalyptus bark, or poi-
son oak.  

Please contact Denise Enea DEnea@woodsidefire.org with any questions. 
 

Kings Mountain Chipper Program 
 

The Chipper Crews will be on Kings Mountain on 
 

Tuesday, July 12, 2022 
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on June 14, 2022  
 

ATTENDANCE: Attending in Person: Tim Naylor, Jason Oldendorp, Kim Ohlund, Jack Rix, Meta 
Townsley, Ted Thayer, Kelly Holscher, Kathy Shubin, Jim Sullivan, Ann Gabrys, Tim German, and. 
Attending via Zoom: Hank Stern and Frank Adams. Guests: George Dale and Larry Mann. 
 

Board President Tim Naylor called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:34 pm.  
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the May 10, 2022 Board 
meeting had been posted and were approved online.  
 

BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin that the Community Center was 
open during May and several events took place. Tim German mentioned a pressure regulator had been 
replaced.  
 

May Buliding Managers Report 
 

Exercise/Dance Classes 0 
Monthly Community Board Meetings 2 
Department Training and Maintenance 4 
Community Events/Parties 3 

Private Events/Parties 1 
Total Uses 10 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Jon Fredrikson posted the monthly treasurer’s report online prior to 
the meeting. There were no questions from the Board about the report.  
 

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the monthly report for May 2022 electronically. 
The monthly response numbers for May are as follows:  
 

May Chief’s Report 
Public assist 3 Vehicle accident 6 
Medical aid 7 Firefighter standby 0 
Vehicle fire  1 Smoke check 1 
Structure fire 0 Vegetation fire 1 

Water tender group response 0 Alarm sounding 2 

Rescue 0 Trash fire 0 

Total # Responses for the Month 21 Average # of Responders  4.4 
Number of incidents with no volunteer response:  0   

 
OLD BUSINESS:  
Approval of New Director Nominees: The Board discussed the appointment of Kelly Holscher and Jon 
Fredrikson as Director nominees. The Board approved unanimously the appointment of both Kelly and 
Jon. As specified in the bylaws, the President officially declared Kelly Holscher and Jon Fredrikson 
elected to the Board. Both Kelly and Jon will serve three-year terms with the option to continue for a 
second three-year term effective in July.   
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Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade Insurance Update: George Dale discussed how the Kings 
Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade (KMVFB) is related to other organizations on Kings Mountain, and how 
these relationships relate to the KMVFB insurance policy. Larry Mann spoke about the status of 
insurance related to the KMA picnic. Jim Sullivan discussed the history of KMVFB insurance. The Board 
will endeavor to modify our building use policy and rental agreements to be in accordance with the 
provisions of the sample rental agreement sent in the risk communiqué from VFIS Insurance. The Board 
will endeavor to have all facilities users sign the revised use contract and provide certificates of 
insurance.  
 

Opening of the Community Center: The Board briefly discussed that no protocol changes would be 
required at the Community Center related to COVID 19. The Board reaffirmed that the use of the 
Community Center and grounds are subject to State of California and San Mateo County Health Orders 
and protocols. The Board determined that there was no change to the previous decision that masks 
would be encouraged, but not required within the Community Center building consistent with State and 
County Health Orders and protocols. The building remains open for rental. Unless changes to this policy 
are required, this agenda item will no longer be reviewed at every meeting. 
 

Recruiting Committee Report: Jack Rix reported that there was an article in the Echo that Hank Stern 
authored. There has been additional interest; however, no new recruits have signed up to date.  
 

Kings Mountain CERT Update: Kim Ohlund briefed the Board that there is a scheduled CERT 
emergency drill and communication test on Saturday August 6th.  
 

Fire Fighter Plaque: Tim Naylor reported that it is anticipated that the draft list of past fire fighters will be 
completed by the next meeting and presented to the Board. 
 

Dead Tan Oak Removal: Jason Oldendorp briefed the Board that a total of 10 trees were removed. This 
included eight dead trees that were originally proposed and two additional hazardous tan oaks that were 
directly adjacent to the radio tower and building. These additional oaks were removed under the current 
County Exemption. The removal was covered under the existing budget for buildings and grounds repair.  
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
Thank you to Departing Directors: The Board thanked Tim Naylor for his service to the community 
during his time on the Board. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
Request for Building Usage as Pre-School: The Board discussed the proposal to use the Community 
Center as a pre-school, and how that use would fit with the primary use of the building as a firehouse. 
The Board was not in support of the proposal due to potential conflict with the primary use of the 
structure and possible endangerment of children during emergency calls. 
 

Annual Member Meeting: Article IV Section 1 of the KMVFB bylaws requires an Annual Membership Meeting on 
the second Tuesday in June. The required quorum of Brigade members was not present on June 14, 2022, so a 
Directors Meeting was held. 
 

MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:40 pm. NEXT MEETING: July 12, 2022 at 7:30 pm  
 

Respectfully submitted, Ted Thayer, Secretary 
 
 

For more information, please contact hank@kmfd.org 
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Please join us at the Community Center for another   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

on Wednesday, August 3 at 7:00 pm (snacks)                 
Film starts at 7:30 pm., for 

 

SouL  
 
Joe, voiced by Jamie Foxx, is 
a New York band teacher and 
would-be jazz pianist who 
lands the best gig ever, only 
to find his life upended by a 
fantastical journey into a spiri-
tual nether world.  There he 
teams up with another 
questing spirit (Tina Fey) to 
figure out what it all means.   
 
“An entertaining, exuberant 
effort about our existence with 
comedic shenanigans, deep 
thoughts and wondrous 
imagination. “– Brian Truitt, 
USA Today.   
 
Music by Jon Batiste. Winner 
of the 2020 Oscar for Best 
Animated Feature. 
 
Dir. Pete Doctor, 2020, 1 hr. 
40 min. , PG, 95% on Rotten 
Tomatoes. 

 
This film is sponsored by the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade. All movies 
screen at the Community Center and are free. Feel free to bring a snack to 
share. The fun (i.e., snacks!) starts at 7:00 pm; the film screens at 7:30 pm.  
Masks recommended but not required.  
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Kings Mountain Association Board Meeting 

 

June 8, 2022 
The June KMA Board Meeting was held online via Zoom. 

 
Call to Order 7:02 pm. Marlene Scherer Stern, Amber Steele, Larry Mann, Róisín Magee Altreuter, 
Doug Forster, Jonathan Lee, David Kaufman, Joanne Howard, and Benjamin Rosner. 
Guests/Walk-Ins Hank Stern, Frank Adams, Pat Mann, Eileen Fredrikson. 
 

Approval of Minutes May minutes were approved via email. 
 

Treasurer’s Report (Jonathan, Treasurer) Updates: Transfers of access for EIN/TIN number for 
KMAB, bank account, squareup.com, etc. 
 

Old Business  
 

Music Event Discussion (David) Update on proposed monthly live acoustic music event; pricing 
seems doable; KMAVFB is in discussion about liability coverage. This may cause a delay in the 
start date. 
 

KMA Annual Events: Summer BBQ (Saturday, July 9) (Larry) Burgers, community bonding, kids’ 
activities, and recruitment for KM Art Fair Volunteer Activities from 12-4 pm. Food will be served 
from 12:30-2 pm. Please bring your own dessert to share! Free! 
 

KMA Speaker Series 
CalTrans Maintenance Supervisor, Alejandro Lopez PIO Officer (Larry) Update: A new speaker is 
being sought by CalTrans with the new contact. 
 

KMA Mountain Tools Forum (Amber) Update: Orientation to our community tools for newcomers 
and community members: Groups.io posting, KM Online Calendar and Community Center Rentals. 
Will be postponed until further notice. 
 

New Business 
 

KMA Board Directors & Officers Insurance (Marlene) 
KMAVFB is in discussion about D&O insurance. The Community Center has clarified that future 
Events will need a “Certificate of Insurance.” Current investigation has shown that similar 
organizations (South Skyline, etc.) are covered as Nonprofits. The Board will consider pausing 
activities until coverage is obtained, unless individual event coverage is obtained. The board has 
agreed to look into formalizing the organization as a nonprofit. 
 

KMA Membership (Jonathan) Clarifying the number of households on the mountain for outreach 
purposes.  
 

KMA Preschool Discussion (Roisin) There are at least 25 little ones under five currently on the 
mountain, plus another 5-10 more on the way/unaccounted for. Location, hiring a director and 
insurance/permit are the major obstacles. Ideas are welcome; please email Roisin Magee 
Altreuter: RoisinEM@gmail.com 
 

Future Topics to Agendize:  
KMA Board Liability & Event Insurance, Nonprofit Status (Marlene) KMAVFB is in discussion about 
liability coverage, and becoming a Nonprofit. 
 

Adjourned 8:16 pm. 
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Midpeninsula Regional Open Space News 
Midpen staff is working on adding prescribed fire burns in late 2023 as part 
of the MROSD Wildland Fire Resiliency Program of land management.  
The plan details will be shared with the public during three community open 
houses designed to answer questions from Kings Mountain residents and 
other interested public. (Each open house will provide the same content.) 
  

 Monday, July 18, 2022 from 6-8 p.m. via Zoom (Link will be provided on the open space webpage on 
July 17) The Echo will also post it to KM Groups.io on that day to ensure that all residents have easy 
access to the link information.  

 Wednesday, July 20, 2022 from 6-8 p.m. at Midpen’s administrative office: 5050 El Camino Real, Los 
Altos (map)  

 Thursday, July 21, 2022 from 6-8 p.m. at the La Honda-Pescadero Unified School District office: 360 
Butano Cutoff, Pescadero (map) 

 
Just Opened Grasshopper Loop Trail  

Celebrates 50 Years and 250 Miles of Trails 
 

On June 3, the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District officially opened the Grasshopper Loop Trail 
at La Honda Creek Open Space Preserve. With the opening of this new trail, Midpen will reach the milestone 
of 250 miles of public trail during its 50th anniversary year. The trail will provide new, ecologically sensitive 
public access to dogs on-leash seasonally, and to hikers and equestrians year-round. The 1.3 mile easy-
access loop was expertly designed and built by Midpen staff, and exemplifies how Midpen balances 
environmental protection, conservation grazing and ecologically sensitive public access in alignment with its 
coastal mission in the open space preserves it manages on the San Mateo County Coastside. The trail 
alignment was finalized to weave around several dusky-footed woodrats’ nests and Western leatherwood 
(Dirca occidentalis), a California rare plant. Visitors to the Grasshopper Loop trail will “hop” between multiple 
ecosystems over a short distance, including working ranchland with grazing cattle, coastal grassland, oak 
woodland and redwood forest with spectacular viewpoints along the way. La Honda Creek is one of two 
Midpen preserves where public trails pass through areas that are actively grazed by cattle as part of 
Midpen’s Conservation Grazing Program. Grazing is used to help manage and enhance native coastal 
grasslands, manage vegetation reducing wildland fire risk and supporting local agriculture. “The La Honda 
Creek Preserve is a terrific example of how natural resource management, conservation grazing and 
ecologically sensitive public access work together in alignment with our coastal mission,” said Midpen 
General Manager Ana María Ruiz. “I am excited for visitors of this trail to learn how conservation grazing 
helps Midpen achieve our conservation goals, including the protection of biodiversity and enhancing 
habitats.”  

Editor’s Note: E-Bikes remain banned on the majority of Midpen trails following a two-year extensive review 
of potential impacts to its mission to balance healthy natural ecosystems with agricultural and recreational 
uses. See San Francisco Chronicle, June 30, 2022, story below: 

Popular Peninsula Trails to Stay Off-Limits to Electric Bikes After Controversial Decision 
 

The possibility of opening 160 miles of Peninsula trails to electric bicycle riders was shut down at a 
meeting of the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District’s board of directors on Wednesday night, a major 
disappointment to bicycle advocates across the Bay Area. 

At the end of a five-hour board meeting, during which dozens of Bay Area residents voiced their 
opinions on the subject, the seven-member board voted 4-2 (with one abstention) to uphold its ban on e-
bikes on the majority of its trails. However, they will be allowed on 6.5 miles of paved and improved trails in 
Rancho San Antonio County Park and Open Space Preserve in Cupertino and Ravenswood Preserve in 
East Palo Alto. 

“It feels like an opportunity lost for a lot of people,” said Sean McKenna, president of Silicon Valley 
Mountain Bikers, a nonprofit advocacy group, who frequently mountain bikes the district’s preserves." 
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Peter William Garratt 
July 14, 1949—March 18, 2022 

 
Peter William Garratt passed away on March 18, 2022 surrounded by his lov-

ing family due to complications of lung cancer.  
Pete was one of three children born to Mansfield Pete and Phyllis Garratt and 

lived his entire life in northern California. The majority of it was spent on Kings 
Mountain above Woodside. He was a mountain man to the core. He was the first 
person many folks would call if a tree fell on their property. He would take the lum-
ber home, saw it on his mill, and make outdoor redwood furniture. He displayed 
and sold his beautifully crafted furniture for many years at the Kings Mountain art 
fair. Pete's first love was the outdoors. When he was not making furniture and mill-
ing lumber, he and his crew would build trails for Woodside, Portola Valley and 
even Palisades, Tahoe. 

Pete had a great sense of humor and was a loyal friend to many people. You 
could count on Pete to be there when you needed him. 

Pete is survived by his wife of 28 years, Colleen Hudson Garratt, and their chil-
dren, Lindy and Connor, who were the light of his life. He is also survived by his 
younger brother, Robert, of Woodstock, NY, as well as many loving nieces and 
nephews. He was predeceased by his older brother, Mansfield W. Garratt III. A  
private memorial was held.  

Memorial contributions can be made in his loving memory to the Kings Moun-
tain Fire Brigade, 13889 Skyline Blvd, Woodside, CA 94062 (a 501(c)3 corpora-
tion). He will be deeply missed. 
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Celebrating Three Decades of Service from Pat Jones, Former Chief 
 

In late June, the Kings Mountain Fire Department held a dinner cele-
bration honoring former Fire Chief and 30-year volunteer firefighter Pat 
Jones. Pat and his family moved away from the mountain last year and 
Pat “retired” from the brigade. Jim Sullivan, Hank Stern, and other De-
partment members spoke at the dinner, highly praising Pat’s long service 
to the Fire Department. Assistant Fire Chief Hank Stern said, “Pat’s con-
tributions to the KMFD & community, along with his dedication, will be 
sorely missed. His training of newer firefighters and mentorship will leave 
a lasting positive legacy on Kings Mountain.” 

The entire Kings Mountain community thanks Pat for his dedicated 
service and contributions to the Fire Department for so many decades.  

 
Popsicles on Skyline 

 

After buying their home at the west side intersection of Tunitas Creek 
and Skyline, Claudia and Ricky Fung quickly realized that the entry to their 
property seemed to be a “natural” stopping place for weekend bicycle rid-
ers. Most cyclists seemed to be coming up Kings Mountain Road and 
needed to pause to quench their thirst (and relieve themselves in the Red-
woods), before traveling south on Skyline to complete their day’s ride. 
Wondering if these folks would prefer something cool, refreshing, and 
healthy, Claudia set up a popsicle stand for a trial run. It was such a hit, 
Claudia got a SMC sellers    permit, husband Ricky built an eye-catching 
popsicle sales cart, and the Moss & Wonder business was born.  

All popsicles are made from organic fruits and the flavors vary accord-
ing to availability. The stand is open for about two hours, (usually 10 am-12 

or 1 pm) on Saturdays only. It has been “a lot 
of fun,” says Claudia. She has enjoyed get-
ting to know many cyclists who love our 
Mountain and ride here regularly. She even 
met one guy who said he has cycled up KM 
to Tunitas for 50 years and remembers the 
old building that used to be on her property. 
KM neighbors are encouraged to stop by any 
Saturday you would like to take a refreshment 
break from your day too. 
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 July 2022 

 

by Marty Eisenberg 

 

Notable Highway Maintenance: We often see and very much appreciate (especially 
on foggy nights) those white roadway delineator posts with brightly visible reflectors set 
along the shoulders of rural highways. There are many along Highway 92 and I’ve 
been especially appreciative of the ones along the winding section of Highway 35 just 
south of Highway 92. That is, until Caltrans or its surrogate, meticulously mowed the 
brush along that roadway shoulder. Perhaps you haven’t noticed but long stretches of 
those reflective roadway delineators are now little white stubs with shredded tops hav-
ing been mowed to near ground level along with surrounding brush!  Its really remark-
able, almost amusing, to see and to think a road maintenance crew would consider 
that to be the way to preserve and promote safe roadway conditions!  
 

Farm Fresh Eggs: During recent weeks, my household has been blessed by gifts of 
freshly laid eggs from friends and neighbors who nurture egg-laying hens. The taste 
difference between fresh eggs and eggs purchased in supermarkets and super-stores 
is just incredible. Fresh eggs have a genuine depth of flavor entirely independent of 
any toping or addition you may add to them. It’s almost as if they have been roasted 
(just a little). They are very tasty. The yolks of fresh eggs are firmer and stand higher in 
a fry pan because they have not been sitting about for weeks allowing time for mois-
ture from the egg white to penetrate through the membrane separating the white from 
the yolk. Farm fresh eggs are reportedly more nutritious because they are fresh and 
the hens are generally provided more nutritious food to eat. Fresh eggs at farmers’ 
markets are definitely more costly than supermarket eggs but they are a treat and    
definitely worth at least the occasional indulgence. 
 
Watermelon, Feta & Tomato Salad:  This salad is a real summer treat! 
  

Ingredients 
 

2 large yellow tomatoes (1-1/2 lb total weight) cored & cut into ¾-inch pieces 
1 to 1-1/2 lb seedless watermelon – trimmed of rind & cut into ¾-inch dice 
2 Tbs chopped mint 
8 oz Feta, cut into ¾-inch dice 
6 Tbs olive oil 
1-1/2 Tbs red wine vinegar 
1 tsp salt 
Pinch crushed red pepper 

Action 
 

Combine the tomatoes, watermelon, and mint in a large serving bowl. In a small bowl, 
whisk together the oil, vinegar, salt & red pepper flakes. Pour over the tomato-
watermelon mixture and toss well. Let the mixture rest for 15 minutes at room tempera-
ture. (Longer if desired). Fold in the feta, toss well & serve. (Can sit out 1-2 hours with-
out refrigeration.) 

MountainMountainMountain   
MusingsMusingsMusings   

MMMaaarrrtttyyy’’’sss   
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