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KM Fire Department

Happy spring everyone! We’ve had some dreary fog, but blossoms and new forest greenery are
bursting out all over the mountain. Our Kings Mountain community too seems to have shed its winter
torpor with good crowds attending the KMFD Open House (page 2) and KMA Spring Brunch (pages 10
-11). Both these valued organizations are “bonding agents,” generating a sense of community on the
mountain.
The KMA is a residents’ association…not a homeowners’ association. It was set up to be inclusive,
sponsoring programs of interest and value to both owners and renters in our community. This month,
for example, the KMA speaker series continues with an important Ridge Trails update, (page 18); the
annual dinner and board election business meeting (pgs. 8-9) and the return of free monthly films
shown theater style in the re-opened CC (page 12). Please check the KMA list of current membership
on page 7. If your family is missing, download the membership renewal form at kingsmountainonline.com/kma/ and get signed up. Don’t miss the annual dinner on Saturday, May 7th. After several
years of forced outside events, this year we return to the wonderful, seated, musically enhanced dinner
in our comfortable Community Center. You will want to be there.
Frankly, it is impossible to overstate the community value of the Kings Mountain Fire Department.
Trained to the professional firefighter level, these neighbors are the first line of defense in emergencies
of every kind on the mountain…and they are all volunteers. Kings Mountain is what Wikipedia
describes as a wildland–urban interface community. That is “a zone of transition between wilderness
and land developed by human activity – an area where a built environment meets or intermingles with a
natural environment. Human settlements in the WUI are at a greater risk of catastrophic wildfire.” Chief
Jim Sullivan wrote a story about mountain fire history and formation of our volunteer fire department.
Please read it on page 3 and if you are able, consider joining the KM Fire Department. The KMFD is
actively recruiting because of recent retirements and moves off the mountain. Contact Assistant Chief
Hank Stern to learn more: hank@kmfd.org.
Remarkably, we are about halfway through the final trimester of this school year. KMES students
are busy learning and having fun at our excellent and unique elementary school (pages 16-17).
Although registration for the fall semester is not yet due, it is important to know how many mountain
students will be entering Kindergarten. KMAP has requested parents to register as soon as possible,
since many have toured school classrooms but don’t necessarily realize how significantly known enrollment enables enrichment program planning. Please also check out Coastside Gives fund raising
opportunities for KMES and donate if you can.
Find the Echo’s sad farewell to the Mountain House on page 13. It is time for the artistic among you
to get your applications in to participate in Mountain Folk Art at the 2022 KMAF. Find the application
and further information on pages 14-15. How wonderful it will be to have again thousands of visitors on
the mountain purchasing art, fantastic cook shack food, drink, and Kings Mountain School’s humungous cookies. Yum!
Stay well & stay engaged,
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist

KM Fire Department Holds Open House for Community
by Jack Rix
The Fire Brigade Board would like to extend thanks to everyone who turned out for the
Open House at the Firehouse on March 13. Everyone who attended got to catch up with their
neighbors, got to "ooh and ahh" at the assembled apparatus and were greeted by Kings Mountain firefighters who were on hand to answer all of their questions about what it is like to be a
Firefighter. The kids in attendance also had fun and got to check out the engines up close.
After a misty start to the day, even the weather cooperated with some blue skies.
The KMFD is actively recruiting community members who are interested in becoming volunteer Firefighters or Medical Responders.
Special recognition goes out to Larry and Pat Mann for the delicious hot dogs and snacks
and to Linda Elliott for all of her invaluable assistance. Thanks also to Jan Lundberg and Bill
Goebner for taking such fun photos of the attendees.
And, as always, a huge thank you goes out to the Kings Mountain Fire Department. Thanks
to all of the members of the Department for so graciously sharing your knowledge with us and
for all that you do for this special community!

-2-

The Community That Wouldn't Make the Same Mistake Twice
by Jim Sullivan, Kings Mountain Fire Chief

For many years, I have heard many vague stories about how the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire
Brigade was formed. They all contain references to a poker club, a concern with the disbanding of the
San Mateo County Fire Department and subsequent takeover by the California Department of Forestry
(now CalFire), and a call to action due to some type of fire event on Kings Mountain. Some would reference a barn fire. Others talked about a vegetation fire in 1954 near Swett Road. I could never find any
information that gave me confidence in any of the stories. A few years ago, an article written by former
Fire Chief George Rust was sent to me. In this letter, Chief Rust described a poker club of 35 men, concerned with CalFire, and a fire of more of than 1,500 acres on Kings Mountain. This made sense and fit
with the previous stories. However, I was unable to verify this large fire on Kings Mountain.
In the mid to late 1990s, a local, well respected, CalFire
Fire Captain, Mike Gagarin, researched the fire history of
San Mateo County. He reported that he could not find any
records of large fires. Now, fast forward to this year. Recently, I came across articles that make the story clearer.
In early January 1962 (the year the fire brigade was
formed), our area was experiencing dry fuel conditions, coupled with high offshore winds. The state had experienced a
two-year drought. It is common for the most severe burning
conditions in our region to occur from November through
January, in years with no autumn rainfall.
Under these severe conditions, several large wildfires
started in the Bay Area. The Gazos Creek Fire was burning
in Big Basin, Whitehouse Canyon, and many of the areas
that were burned again during the CZU Fire in 2020. At the
same time, a large fire was burning on Kings Mountain, from
Skyline Boulevard down to the coastal ranches, encompassing about 1,500+ acres. On top of these two large fires,
there were multiple large fires burning in the Bay Area, including a 500-acre fire close by in Los Gatos.
As we have seen that so many residents of San Mateo County were motivated to act after the 2020
CZU fire, you can imagine how the residents of Kings Mountain must have been motivated in 1962.
Now we get to the amazing story. Rather than blame San Mateo County Government, CalFire, or
anyone else for the disaster, the residents of Kings Mountain got together and formed the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade. They held bake sales, started a little old art fair, flipped burgers, held chili
cook-offs, ran golf tournaments, and anything else they could think of to raise money and promote community solidarity. They came together as a group and pooled finances, labor, and love. For nearly 60
years this work continued. They endured freeze events, wind events, rain events, earthquakes, and a
pandemic. Fortunately, there were no significant fires.
In August 2020, San Mateo and Santa Cruz counties once again experienced a devastating fire
event. A total of 89,000 acres burned in the CZU Lightning Complex Fire. There were too many fires in
Northern California for the number of available fire suppression resources. The area that had experienced the Gazos Creek Fire was burned again, along with a much larger surrounding area. Sadly, one
life was lost in this portion of San Mateo County.
On Kings Mountain, there were four fires, but they burned less than 2 acres in total. This was only
possible because our volunteer firefighters and were available that day and we had the firefighting
equipment provided by the Kings Mountain community. While I am proud of the work our firefighters performed that day, without the total effort and solidarity of the residents of this community for the past 60
years, Kings Mountain would have suffered the fate of many small communities during the 2020 lightning event. Whether you pulled fire hose, booth sat, flipped burgers, paid annual dues, or contributed in
any way, you should be proud of your efforts as a community. You are not passive recipients of good
luck. You are active participants in protecting your community.
Chief’s note: While the original poker club had “35 men”, the KMFD seeks all willing members of the
community.

-3-

Kings Mountain CERT Members Train for Medical Emergencies
by Jan Lundgren

Although Covid restricted many events over the past two years, the Kings Mountain Community Emergency Response Team (KM CERT) has continued to train for potential emergencies. On March 5, 2022, a four-hour first aid training session was held at the Community Center led by an excellent instructor, J. Keith Fuller. Keith is and EMT and is a certified instructor
in many aspects of medical operations. The CERT team learned a great deal as Keith’s presentation came to life with his many personal stories about his first-hand experiences. After a
comprehensive presentation on many aspects of an emergency medical operations and first
aid, we separated into five small groups for hands-on experience in bandaging and splinting.
KMFD Chief Jim Sullivan and fire fighters John Curcio and Kelly Ray helped in all aspects
of the training, while assisting practice sessions and deftly slipping in suggestions and advice.
The main topics covered were: how to approach victims, obtain consent to assist, evaluate; The importance of taking written notes with triage assessment and procedures performed
for each victim; legal responsibilities and Good Samaritan laws; triage: assessing the injuries
and needs of the victim; first aid procedure limitations; we’re not emergency doctors; don’t become a victim when trying to help others; stopping bleeding, bandaging; tourniquets: dangers,
proper use, what can go wrong; broken bones, including bones which have broken through
the skin; splinting arms, legs, immobilization.
This was a wonderful refresher-training course for KM CERT members, and we thank
Keith Fuller and all the KM FD volunteers for their excellent assistance.
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on March 8, 2022
ATTENDANCE: Attending in Person: Tim Naylor, Kim Ohlund, Jon Fredrikson, Jason Oldendorp, Jack Rix, Kathy Shubin,
Meta Townsley, Tim German. Attending via Zoom: Ted Thayer, Frank Adams, Bill Goebner, Matt King, Ann Gabrys, and Jim
Sullivan.
Board President Tim Naylor called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:30 pm.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the February 8, 2022 Board meeting were
previously posted and approved online.
BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin that the Community Center was open during February
but there were no uses of the building.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Jon Fredrikson submitted the financial report electronically earlier in the month. This
was a routine month for activity, and expenditures are in line with the budget. The Brigade received a considerable amount of
2021 year-end giving in January, which boosted this year’s reported receipts. Income taxes have been filed, and Meta will be
added to the QuickBooks account.
FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the monthly report for February 2022 electronically. The monthly
response numbers for February are as follows: February 2022 Report.
Public assist

6

Vehicle accident

1

Medical aid

6

Firefighter standby

0

Vehicle fire

0

Smoke check

0

Structure fire

0

Vegetation fire

0

Water tender group response

1

Alarm sounding

1

Rescue

0

Trash fire

1

Total # Responses for the Month

16

Average # of Responders for Dec

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response:

0

3.6

OLD BUSINESS:
Kings Mountain CERT Update: Kim Ohlund briefed the Board on the recent CERT meeting on March 5th. Twenty-four
CERT members attended the meeting. Keith Fuller provided a first aid, medical-ops and trauma training at the meeting. The
training was well received and there was positive feedback from CERT members. Kim thanked fire fighters Kelly Ray, Hank
Stern, John Curcio, and Chief Sullivan for attending the meeting in support of the training.
Opening of the Community Center: The Board discussed if any protocol changes would be required at the Community
Center related to COVID 19. The Board reaffirmed that the use of the Community Center and grounds are subject to State of
California and San Mateo County Health Orders and protocols. The Board discussed and determined unanimously that
masks would not be required within the Community Center building consistent with State and County Health Orders and
protocols, and that the building will be open for rental.
Fire Department Open House: The Jack and Meta briefed the Board on the Fire Department Open House scheduled for
2 pm to 4 pm on March 13, 2022. Snacks and hotdogs will be provided, firefighters will be in attendance, and equipment will
be available to view. The need for additional firefighters is still critical and recruiting remains a high priority for the Brigade.
Fire Fighter Plaque: Frank Adams reported that work continues on the list and an additional 6 firefighters were recently
added.
Ballot Drop Box: The Board discussed the ballot drop box proposal. The Board had previously approved the proposal in
concept. The Board previously reviewed the final proposed location from the County Election Board by email. The Board
approved the proposed location unanimously and the agreement was signed.
NEW BUSINESS:
New Director Nominating Committee: Frank Adams briefed that Board that a committee will need to be formed to find a
director to replace the one director that will leave the Board at the end of the term. Jack Rix and Jason Oldendorp will form
the committee.
MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:03 pm. NEXT MEETING: April 12, 2022 at 7:30 pm
Respectfully submitted, Ted Thayer, Secretary
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Kings Mountain Association Board Meeting
March 9, 2022
The March KMA Board Meeting was held online via Zoom.
Call to Order 7:02 pm. Amber Steele, Joanne Howard, Holly Winnen, Larry Mann, Betsy Rix, David Kaufmann,
Ben Rosner. Guests/Walk-Ins Doug Forster, Jonathan Lee, Roisin Magee Altreuter.
Approval of Minutes February minutes were approved via email.
Treasurer’s Report Jenn Soult was unable to attend.
Old Business
Invasive Plants Workday. The San Mateo Resource Conservation District sponsored a workday with KMA &
Garden Club. Cleopatra Tuday trained nine volunteers who worked hard to eradicate the hanging sedge, and
hope to get more done. Thanks to all volunteers and to Linda Elliot and others who served food and coffee!
KMA Board Elections. Voting will take place at the Annual Dinner on May 7th, 2022. Community members Doug
Forster, Jonathan Lee and Roisin Magee Altreuter attended and introduced themselves as potential new board
members. Three Board Openings will be filled in May, replacing Jenn Soult, Linda Elliot and Betsy Rix. Vice
President and Treasurer Positions will also be open. Jenn is offering to train the next treasurer over the next few
months. Joanne Howard has volunteered to become the KMA propane liaison. Please contact the KMA if
interested in joining the board.
KMA Speaker Series: CalTrans Maintenance Supervisor, Gabriel Venegas. Gabriel Venegas, Caltrans
Maintenance Supervisor for our local area, will be rescheduled to discuss Caltrans role, responsibilities and
challenges on our local State Highways. Please stay tuned for the rescheduled date.
New Business
KMA Speaker Series: MidPeninsula Regional Open Space District MPROSD’s seven-person panel will share the
results of their survey of local communities about three project proposals. Tuesday March 15th at 7:00 pm
Bay Area Ridge Trail Senior Trail Planner Simone Nageon de Lestang will speak on Wed. April 20 at 7:00 pm.
Election Forum for June Elections for Sheriff. Betsy, Holly will help to schedule the candidates, Amber will help
with scheduling and announcements, David will help with day-of tech support. We encourage KMA community
members to find updates on the upcoming election via www.smcacre.org/current-election
KMA Annual Events
Spring Brunch (Sunday, April 10). Our in-person, indoor/outdoor event with an egg hunt and pancakes. Holly &
Kathy Kennedy-Miller will work on the egg hunt & reach out to the Easter Bunny, Larry & team will work on
cooking brunch in the cook shack, Pat & team will do setup. Volunteers will be needed to help with clean up;
please pitch in! KMA will email the Groups.io to request RSVPs for a general idea of attendance.
Annual Dinner (Saturday, May 7). Planning for dinner with music; it will be the first Annual Dinner we’ve had in
three years. The board will reach out to Austin Catering for quotes. Will wait to decide on seating indoor or
outdoor.
Starlink Internet Satellite Service. Low-flying satellite internet. ~$600 for equipment, $99/mo unlimited data. User
must have a direct eye line to the sky for the dish (not to the south like other brands). Joanne will report on her
experience with the service.
Senior Community Collaboration. The Village of the Coastside is an organization of volunteers helping elders to
support at-home living. They have two levels of membership: Social Membership $20/mo ($240/yr) or
“Membership Plus” (which includes rides to doctors, shopping and other kinds of assistance; but they’re not yet
prepared to offer Membership Plus up on Skyline yet). Joanne will be joining the Half Moon Bay organization as a
‘social member’ to investigate the offerings and will put together an informational flier to share with the KMA. KMA
will add the info to the Community Resource List.
New Neighbor Welcome Packets Completed. Welcome packets have been created by the KMA team and are
being distributed to new neighbors. Thank you to Linda, Larry and Pat! If you have a “new” neighbor (even a few
years ‘new’), please let us know so that we can reach out to them. We will also create an online resource with all
of the information in one place. Ben will add the link and new neighbor reminder to his quarterly resource
reminder email to Groups.io.
Adjourned: 8:05 pm.
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2022 Kings Mountain Association Membership List
Beverly Abbott
Nick and Marilyn Alafouzos
Bill and Deborah Allan
Roisin and Jamie Altreuter
Bev and Keith Anderson
Andrew and Renee Anker
Thomas and Donna Baker
Keith Bahjat
Elizabeth Barnes
Kelly, Ken and Billy Barnard
Tom Barry and Brenda
Christensen
Erin, Bruce and Forest
Baumgartner
Al and Jeanne Bell
Andy Beyer and Jennifer Turri
Angus Blackwood
Peggy and Terry Bogart
Radika abd Greg Bunton
Bill, Jeanne and Sarah Carlson
Eric and Phil Case
Britta Carillo
Kevin Cerini
Gina Chase and Jerry Molitor
Donna and Charles Constatinides
William Cook and Lee Ging
Courtney Courtney and Mark
Whitcomb
Michelle Covell and Sumit Roy
John Curcio and Ann Gabrys
George Dale and Stefanie
Etzbach-Dale
Sharon and Galen Demello
Hermann Diederich and
HyeMyoung Kim
Stephen Ellen
Linda Elliott
Marty Eisenberg and Darcie Ellyne
Javier Espinoza
Gail Ferraris and Bobb Nutting
Victoria and Jeff Fleming
Carol and Doug Forster
Jon and Eileen Fredrikson
Claudia Fung and Ricky Hsu
Tim and Carrie German
Bill Goebner and Cathy Lay
Douglas and Barbara Gustafsen
John Hausmann
Eric, Mary, Bailey, Sam, and Ben
Hayashi
Barbara Haydorn and Dave Button
Keith and Cindy Heintzelman
David and Anne Hinckle
Joanne Howard
Chris Ice and Diane Palmer
Bryan and Marcia Irving
Fred Johansen and Mary Sandner
Marty Johnson and Maria QuijanoJohnson

Betty Johnson
Tim and Katy Jordan
David Kaufman and Kate
Berkowitz-Kaufman, Selah,
Sarah, and Luna (woof)
Plinio Kawakubo and Clarisse
Yumi Watanabe Kawakubo,
Eric Kawakubo
Gabrielle and Victor Kehdr
Laura Klein and Eric Prestemon
Theresa Krause
Nick and Heidi Kromat
Rachel Lane and Richard
Cracknell
Duane and Janice Leveque
Jennifer Lewicki, George and
Maya Hilley
Larene Lewis and Bob Zontos
Peggy Lew
Steve and Just Li
Michael and Bonne Liebhold
Ellen Lowenstein
Gordon and Donna Luke
Tyler and Kelly MacNiven
Larry and Pat Mann
Sven, Sheena, Samuel, Soren,
and Scarlett Mawson
John Marburger, Cathy Cohen,
Morgan Sophia, and Iris
Ann McCormick
David Miller and Kathy KennedyMiller
Mario Miu and Keren Li
Bob and Leona Moriarity
Dawn Neisser
Lynn and Dan Nichols
Staci Boblitt and Leslie Hoffelt
Andrew Nourse and Patty Hardy
Michael Novak and Elizabeth
Gannes
John and Kimberly Ohlund
Julia Parsonnet and Dean Winslow
Susan Payrovi and Omid Zahedi,
Aiden Zahedi, Adrian Zahedi,
Evan Zahedi
Gladys and Will Pennington
David Perrone and Jocelyn David
Perrone
Marty and Cindy Phelps
Cindy Pitt
Sybil Plank
Emily Powell Palmer
Carol Reeves
Chirs Reynolds
Jack and Betsy Rix
Joseph and Debra Rockmore
Anna Roesch
Jan Roletto and John Delfore
Ben Rosner and Sarah Elson
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Hank Roth and Linda Hennessey
Roth
Dennis and Jan Ruby
Marcia Rudd
Jim Russel and Jill Olson
John Samish
Mark and Maureen Sanders
Mary and Peter Schembri
Beverly Scott and Jeff Kletsky
Rich and Sandy Shapero
Elliot and Kathy Shubin
Bob and Julia Simmons
Andrew Smith
Eric and Jenn Soult
William and Nancy Spain
Chris, Lisa, Tiana and Allegra
Spano
Amber Steele and Steev Dinkins
Hank, Marlene, Jeremy, Matthew,
Alena and Zeda Stern
Bruce Stienstra, Tina Gazzano,
Steve Reginato
Judith Stratos
Rick Sturiza and Mary Aiken
Susan Tedesco
Margaret Thayer
Retha Schalk Theron
Thalea and David Torres
Edwin and Meta Townsley
Jean Turri
Nathalie Vandenkoornhuyse Yanze and Jonathan Lee
Kim Ward
Jim Wickett and Magdalena Yesil
Voy and Gio Wiederhold
Amanda, Ryan, and Cathy
Williford-Nece
Holly Winnen and Jeff Bidwell
Dr. Harry, Alexa, Joshua, and Alex
Wong
Cathie Yun and Harry Bleyan

The KMA sponsors the
on-going speaker series
and movie nights and
annual community events
such as Spring Brunch,
Annual Dinner, Holiday
Party and more.
Please join or renew your
family membership for 2022.

2022 Candidates for the KMA Board of Directors
The KMA nominating committee has selected the candidates below to replace
current directors whose terms have expired. These nominees will be formally
submitted to members for a vote at the May 7th Annual Meeting. Please see their
candidate statements below. All members are encouraged to attend the annual dinner
and short election business meeting at 6:00 pm at the CC.
Jonathan Yee
I am a 2nd generation Native Californian, born and raised on the Monterey
Peninsula. In 1984, I ventured to SF for school and have lived throughout the Bay
Area since. Licensed in Real Estate from 1992, I own an independent Brokerage
company called A 2 M Real Estate.
I'm a father of 3 children and 2 dogs (Salukis). Nathalie and I bought Zanette's old
house on Comstock last year. We love our new home, our neighbors, and our
community. It's an honor to serve KMA in any capacity possible and we look forward to
meeting you soon!
Doug Forster
I originally came to Kings Mountain at 7 years old, in 1966. Our family moved from
the east coast when my father, Dave Forster, took a job as a pilot with Pan Am. I
attended Cabrillo Unified schools and graduated from Half Moon Bay High School, I
have a degree in Geology from UCSB and an MBA, but after working as a petroleum
geologist, I switched careers to teaching and love it. When my mom, Carol, broke her
back, my wife (Sabaipon "Mod" Forster) and I decided to move back to Kings Mountain
to be Carol's caregivers. I am currently substitute teaching in Cabrillo Unified at some
of the same schools and classes that I attended.
My family includes my wife Mod and my stepchildren (Phahanaphiwat "Tractor" 13,
and Thipayamontha "Elsa" 10). My daughter Dana 20, lives in Ventura with her mother.
We are so happy to be on Kings Mountain. I have a new appreciation for its beauty
and uniqueness. We have a goal to hike every trail on the mountain. We are excited to
participate in Art Fair, which I did as a kid. Our experience as new (or renewed)
residents of Kings Mountain has been great. We have been "welcomed" by many of
the longtime residents and have met several newer residents (like us) too. There is no
doubt to the strength and comradery of the community. I hope to help continue the
traditions and way of life on the mountain. I was asked if I would serve on the KMA
board. My response is yes, but I understand that I am a newcomer to the mountain
and may not be familiar with some of the current issues. I do, however, love Kings
Mountain and I am so grateful to have the opportunity to raise my family here, as I was
raised here.
Róisín Altreuter
I moved to the mountain in June 2019 with my husband, Jamie, and our two dogs.
Nutmeg and Cinnamon. We were thrilled to welcome our daughter Misty in January
2021. I love hiking on local trails and spending time outside, especially with mini
mountain explorer, Misty. I have a lifelong love of and passion for nature and
sustainability and feel very lucky to live in such a beautiful place surrounded by
wonderful people.
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A cordial invitation to

With new friends and old at the

KMA Annual Dinner
and Election of Board Officers

Saturday, May 7
Meet and greet and appetizers at 6:00 pm
Annual meeting and election of officers at 6:45 pm
Dinner served at 7:00 pm
A great opportunity for old timers to reunite and
for newcomers to experience a warm welcome to Kings Mountain.
Catering by Austen
Music provided by David Kaufman and Friends
Cost - $25 for KMA members, $35 non-members
Includes appetizers, entrees, dessert, beer, wine and soft drinks

RSVP here
or to Linda Elliott at lelliott555@gmail.com

“the strength of the hills is in the people”
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The Mountain Celebrates Spring at the KMA Brunch
The KMA sponsored Spring Brunch-Egg Hunt happily
returned to its pre-pandemic Community Center format this
year and it was a real celebration. An inspired crew of chefs
and mixologists whipped up eggs, pancakes and a side order of fizzes while kids could hardly wait to be turned loose
among the redwoods where the bunny always leaves many
candy-filled eggs.
Thank you posts to KMA poured into KM Groups.io from
community members who have missed this annual spring
gathering during the CC closure mandated by pandemic protocols. Sybil Plank summed up
the appreciation felt by many saying; “The event this morning was pure joy! Thanks Larry
and Pat Mann and all the Easter bunnies who put together this event. I’ll be smiling for
days remembering the faces of friends I’ve not seen in so many months! Thank you, thank
you, thank you!”
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Spring Brunch Thank Yous
by Larry and Pat Mann
It was so great to be able to reunite for our “Annual KMA Brunch!” What a treat to see old
friends and meet new ones and joyful to see the children enjoying the Egg Hunt and meeting
the “Easter Bunny!”
Thanks go to so many – principally to Linda Elliott and Kathy Shubin for the Pre-Party SetUp and lending their wonderful decorative talents. Once the event began, they continued with
the upstairs kitchen preparations joined by Marilyn Alafouzos – a whiz at the gin fizz machine!
Meanwhile, from the early morning hours, the chefs were busy down in the Cook Shack preparing the brunch – Gerry O’Connell on pancakes, Rob Robinson on sausage and hash
browns and John Samish scrambling those eggs! Estimated “people count” was 146, so that’s
a lot of pancakes, sausage and eggs! Helping schlep all this up the hill was Ken Williamson.
Bravo and thanks!
While all this was going on, Marlene Stern, our KMA President was busy checking everyone in while Meta Townsley provided Art Fair shirts/sweatshirts to happy buyers. Thanks too to
Susan Payrovi for keeping the outside beverage table stocked.
Egg Hunt: Are you ready for this? Dave and Kathy Kennedy Miller prepared 550 Eggs for
the hunt and Holly Winnen saw to it that they were hidden among the redwoods. Thought
Linda Elliott was still in the kitchen? Perhaps some of you guessed, Linda was the Easter
Bunny! Thanks to Carol Williams for arranging for the loan of the Bunny suit from Cuesta La
Honda and for assisting with Bunny duties. And what would having a bunny be without our
Mountain Photographer, Jan Lundberg to capture the precious memories? Many thanks to Jan
for her on-going generosity of time and talent.
Clean Up: Many of you were unsung heroes when it came to clean-up and if we have
failed to mention you, please know you are appreciated. Thanks to Kathy & Elliot Shubin,
Linda Elliott, Carol Williams, Betty Johnson, Dennis & Jan Ruby, Ted Zayner & Dawn Neisser,
Marilyn Alafouzos, Hank Roth and Linda Hennessey, Kim Ward, Meta Townsley, Marlene
Stern and Amber Steele. Again, if we failed to put your name on the list, it’s not because your
help was not appreciated. Finally, there would be no event without this wonderful community
making it so much fun!
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This just in: The monthly Mid-Week Movies, sponsored by KMA, are returning on May 4!
We are still working on the movie, but check KM Groups.io for further updates.
The news of the closure of The Mountain House inspired us to tackle food movies this month.
Many thanks go out to Lorraine and Jerry Olson for providing decades of delicious dining, as
well as for their strong community spirit. Best wishes to them as they head into the next chapter.
Big Night. In this 1996 comedy-drama, immigrant restaurateurs and brothers Primo and
Secondo (brilliantly played by Stanley Tucci and Tony Shalhoub) open their dream restaurant
featuring authentic Italian dishes only to find that there is no appetite in 1950s New Jersey for
what they are serving up. However, when they learn that the wildly popular bandleader Louis
Prima is appearing nearby, they become ensnared in a make-or-break madcap scheme to
entice him to the eatery and thus garner enough favorable local press to save their business. On
top of it all, the big night will be capped by producing and serving a Timpano, a legendarily hard
to cook, elaborate pasta dish. Will Prima show and save the restaurant? Will this repair the
relationship of Secondo and his girlfriend, Phyllis (Minnie Driver), or drive him deeper into the
arms of his mistress (Isabella Rossellini)? Revealing the answers would spoil the fun, which is
prodigious. (Hulu.)
Pig. In this indie offering from 2021, Nicolas Cage shines as a burnt out former top chef who has
retreated to the woods to live way off the grid, and whose best (and only) friend is a trufflehunting pig. When the pig is violently stolen, he begins a quest to find him that takes him into
many of his former foodie haunts in hipster Portland. At one point, the ex-chef recreates a
memorable meal in order to get information about the pig and we see just what it is he has
walked away from. It’s been awhile since we have seen Cage in a vehicle deserving of his talents and it is nice to see that he can still deliver the goods when the material is worthy. (Hulu).
Julie & Julia. Julia is, of course, Julia Child, the doyenne of televised French cuisine, who the
film follows as she learns the intricacies of French cooking. Julie is a modern day blogger who
decides to cook all of the great Julia Childs’ recipes in the span of a year. Julia is perfectly portrayed by Meryl Streep while Amy Adams deftly plays Julie. Director Nora Ephron bridges the
different eras to give us a charming meditation of the importance of food to our lives. Also starring Stanley Tucci (as Paul Child) and Jane Lynch. (Amazon).
Garlic Is as Good as Ten Mothers. This 1980 documentary by the late Les Blank, a legendary
Bay Area filmmaker, is an ode to “the stinking rose”. It covers the topic of garlic in all its glory,
including its history and health benefits. Partially filmed at the Gilroy Garlic Festival it contains
interviews with such luminaries as Alice Waters, who explain the importance of garlic to their
cooking. When we showed the film at the Red Vic Movie House back in the day, Les always
suggested that freshly sautéed heads of garlic be brought into the theater for the audience to
enjoy, a process he called “Smellaround”. So grab the garlic-flavored-popcorn, lean back and
enjoy a trip deep into garlic country. (Criterion).
Watching some of these films may bring to mind former great meals and experiences with family
and friends at the Mountain House over the years, courtesy of Lorraine and Jerry. What a great
run. Or, as Julia would say, Bon Appetit!
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The End of an Era: The Mountain House Closes
Our community changed irreversibly on the evening the Mountain House restaurant served its final
meal. For years, our local gathering place provided
sustenance beyond just wonderful food and drink. It
was our place for meet ups with friends, special occasion celebrations, or just to hang out in a lively but
charming and comfortable place. It is hard to imagine
a restaurant whose ambiance, personable owners and
staff were so perfectly well suited to its clientele. Intellectually, mountain folk can understand that retirement
is a good thing and Jerry and Lorraine certainly deserve it. However, the Echo must go on record for
everyone by saying that you have been much appreciated and you will be extraordinarily missed!
The Olsens' Aloha to the Mountain
Dear Kings Mountain Community, Friends, & Neighbors,
Now that Jerry and myself have had time to decompress from the two-week overwhelming whirlwind of fantastic love and support before shutting our doors. We want to thank each and every
one of you for the years of patronage. The Mountain House is very dear to our hearts and has
been our lives, not only our livelihood. It is unfathomable to think how we could have survived this
many years without you all. We have been blessed with
an incredible staff that had been with us for many years.
Some longer than others but All have been a part of the
success of the restaurant. It has been our pleasure to
have employed many local kid's first jobs more recently
as well in the past 34 yrs. Crazy to see, some now in
their forties with families of their own.
How did that happen ;) Big Love & Thanks to them!
As our retirement sinks in...
We are so grateful to be a part of this wonderful and
awesome community, we look forward to being able to
participate more in the community functions & projects,
etc. Looking forward to seeing you,
Yours in gratitude,
Lorraine & Jerry
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Mountain Artists
Application for 2022 Kings Mountain Art Fair
Labor Day Weekend

September 3, 4, 5, 2022
Admission Requirements and Fee
1. Must be a current Kings Mountain resident (geographical area by Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire
Brigade District) OR
2. A “childhood resident” of Kings Mountain as defined by:
His/her parents are currently Kings Mountain residents
AND He/she grew up on Kings Mountain AND he/she is either:
A full time student (on actual dates of the Art Fair)
o Name of school ___________________________________________
o Proof of current student status. Photocopy of student Identification card covering
the period of the Art Fair must be attached to application.
OR A member of the Military or National Service.
o Branch of Service_________________________________________
o Proof of current Military or National Service. Photocopy of identification card
covering the period of the Art Fair must be attached to the application.
3. Must be handmade goods, made by the Artist.
4. Must submit a $50.00 entry fee with this application.
Make checks payable to KINGS MOUNTAIN ART FAIR.
A 10% donation of your sales will be given to the Kings Mountain Community.

Name

___________________________________________________________________________

Address

___________________________________________________________________________

Telephone

_______________________________

Email Address________________________________
Website Address _______________________________________________________
Type of Artwork/Media you are entering – (new artists must submit photos with application)
__________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Price range of Art/Product __________________________
Signature________________________________

Date__________________

Application due by July 1, 2022
Notification of Acceptance/Non Acceptance will be sent out by July 8, 2022.

Submit your application and entry fee to: Darcie Ellyne 111 Comstock Road, Woodside, CA 94062
Questions? Email: Darcie.Ellyne@gmail.com
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Calling all Mountain Artists
New and Seasoned!
We are gearing up for a fantastic 2022 art
fair and we invite you to apply for an art fair
booth in the Mountain Artist section of the fair.
Kings Mountain is an extraordinary community
of creative and talented people and we want
to showcase residents’ creativity and talents.
• If you meet the criteria for admission, listed on the application, please fill out the

application in the ECHO and send it to me as early as possible so we can start
planning. The deadline to apply is July 1,2022.
• If you know artist friends and neighbors on Mountain, encourage them to sign up and
participate.
• If you have any questions or are on the fence, contact me.
• If you are interested in mentoring or being mentored to show and sell your wares,
contact me.

Come join and be a part of an amazing community of talented artists!
Darcie Ellyne , Mountain Artist Chairwoman/Coordinator
Email: Darcie.ellyne@gmail.com phone: 650 483-4606
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April 2022 School News
Registration for the 2022-2023 Kindergarten class begins this week. Mountain parents are
urged to get your students enrolled ASAP to aid planning for next year. Applicants from the
Coastside cannot be considered until Mountain needs are known. Meanwhile, current students
have returned from Spring Break and teachers are racing to complete all academic year programs before the June 3rd end of school. Also, KMES will begin a new bell schedule for the
22/23 school year, the start time will be shifting back a bit to make the schedule more family
friendly. The new drop-off window will begin at 7:45 am. School will begin for all students at
8:05 am.
Our first Read-A-Thon was held last month, and it was a
huge success. Students were initially challenged with a school
wide goal of reading 8,000 minutes; however, our total came to
reading over 29,000 minutes during the 16 days it took place.
The event also helped raise $10,500 for KMAP. Funds will be
used to support this year's enrichment programming. All students
received a Read-A-Thon T-shirt and had a popsicle treat at lunch
last Friday as a reward for a job well done! KMES is indebted to
Ink Spell Books in Half Moon Bay for giving us an exclusive
shopping hour during the Read-A-Thon. They also will be donating a percentage of their proceeds from four shopping days to KMAP. We look forward to doing this event again next year! In conjunction with the Read-A-Thon, kids dressed up as one of
their favorite characters in a book and shared the book. A costume parade further captured the
literary fun.
Students in grades 1-5 began learning the Japanese art of Taiko
drumming through Young Audiences programming. They greet their
instructor with thanks and say goodbye with thanks. At the conclusion
of the Taiko program, the students will take their Bachi sticks home.
TK/K students are getting an introduction to the KMES Orff instruments, also through Young Audiences. The 2/3 classroom is participating in the HEAL Project where every child is seen as a unique one
of a kind flower. All together, they make this world a beautiful garden!
The HEAL Project, which is rooted deeply in the San Mateo County
Coastside community, began a program in 2005 teaching kids environmental education and healthy eating.
First established at Hatch Elementary School and later expanded to
all the CUSD elementary schools, it is an Intensive Garden Program
(IGP). The second and third grade students at Kings Mountain Elementary School have waited very patiently for their old, dilapidated
garden beds to be renovated. With the help of our HEAL Project Intern, Matthew Spigelman, and parent Scott Menary of Brothers
Builders and his crew, we're on our way to being able to plant and
grow in four new and revamped raised planter boxes. New soil and
awesome compost is ready and waiting for the garden beds. The
project will include fencing to keep the deer out of the garden. The
goal is to teach kids about where their food comes from and why it
matters!
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Class Notes from KMWS Teachers:
TK/K/1: TK/K/1 are studying fact families, cylinders, spheres as well as
Women's History Month. Students learned about Amelia Earhart and
worked on a Dr. Seuss Author's Study celebrating his March 2nd birthday through the Read Across America curriculum. We enjoyed St.
Patrick's Day activities: building leprechaun traps, doing leprechaun
PE exercises, and drawing leprechauns. Conferences went well and
students made binoculars, studied birds and their beak effectiveness.
We are preparing maps and guides as we ask the question, "How can
we help new friends get to know our community?" Lastly, we are working on time capsules. ~Ms. Debbie
2/3: The month of March has been full of fun activities in the 2/3 classroom. We have entered
the world of division and fact families, continued our study of different concepts of time, and
practiced different ways to compare fractions. We are beginning to revise and edit our informational books, as well as explore the wide world of creative writing through storytelling
and poetry. Students completed their 4th novel study of the year and are starting to create
slideshows representing a chosen theme, with explicit examples from the
text to support their claims and opinions. We are looking at common
themes in books, such as change, growth, friendship, acceptance, courage, and letting go, and applying these themes and lessons to our own
lives. In science, students are observing the complete metamorphosis of
caterpillars into butterflies. We are currently housing five chrysalises, and
patiently waiting for our butterflies to emerge. We have started learning
Taiko drums on Fridays, where students are being introduced to the form,
history, and percussive language of this incredible performance art. Students have planted seeds in our newly renovated garden beds. We look
forward to spring. ~Kate
4/5: The 4/5 is very excited to have read over 700 minutes on average for the read-a-thon.
Maybe they are more excited about the pizza party. They have been reading some very interesting books. We had an author visit from Mae Respicio. She wrote How to Win a Slime
War. We are now reading it aloud in class. In math, the fifth grade is now focused on geometry, while the fourth grade is focused on data. We have started a new art project that
has our students are very engaged. Each student is creating his/her own mask. It will take
a few weeks to complete them. Our additional current project is learning why the oceans
are important. Each group is focusing on a specific area and trying to understand its importance.
Coastside Gives
KMAP is registered with Coastside Gives: a fund-raising opportunity for non-profits that
runs for 24 hours on May 5th. Last year KMES received $1,000 by winning the power hour
contest. Can we do it again? Our students will be competing for a $500 social media photo
prize. Mountain residents can help in several ways; 1) Donate to KMAP during our assigned
“power hour” 1-2 pm on the 5th. If we get the highest number of unique donors during that
hour, we can secure an extra $1,000. The minimum donation is $10. 2) Convince a friend or
relative who lives far away to donate $10 anytime during the day. The furthest Long Distance
Donor prize gets us an additional $1000. 3) We received a matching grant of $250 from Mavericks Community Foundation. However, we must receive donations totaling $250 by 11:59 on
May 4th to release the matching funds.
Thanks very much! It Takes a Mountain.
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KMA Speaker Series (on Zoom) Presents

Bay Area Ridge Trail Council Guest Speaker
Wednesday April 20, 2022
7:00 pm
Over 30 years after its inception, the Bay Area Ridge Trail now has over 400
miles open to the public and ready to explore. Join the Ridge Trail for a discussion of the history and future of our region’s most ambitious trail network. We
will hear about the beginnings of the Ridge Trail Council, get a broad overview
of the trail system, and hear about some favorite spots in the Peninsula. The
staff will also share recent and current projects to complete the trail, in collaboration with our partners including Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District,
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission, and Peninsula Open Space Trust.
Guest Speaker: Simone Nageon de Lestang, Senior Trail Planner
Simone is the Senior Trail Planner at the Ridge Trail. She
joined the Ridge Trail in 2020 bringing experience in trail
planning, project management and grants to the team. She
started her career working in habitat restoration, environmental education, and guiding outdoor excursions. Simone
obtained her master’s degree in environmental planning from
Florida State University while working for the U.S. Forest
Service National Scenic Trail Program and the Florida Trail.

Peninsula Projects Underway
Southern Skyline Extension 6 miles
Highway 35 Crossing at Huddart Park
Upper La Honda Creek Ridge Trail

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87424230450?pwd=VXd0RVNrK3cwVzJiV0JwK2QyaFkzZz09

Passcode: 713824
Joanne Howard, Moderator
email: joannehoward@uwalumi.com Phone: 415 602-7754
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Marty’s

Mountain

Musings

April 2022
by Marty Eisenberg

It’s April. Springtime is upon us. We’re looking forward to longer, warmer days followed by
magnificent sunsets. Golden poppies will soon festoon open fields and roadsides. We’ll be firing
up the barbeque grills. While looking forward to treasures of life, I realized it’s the fifth anniversary
of my first edition of Monthly Musings. That got me thinking about events of Aprils past and
present….
1789: George Washington was sworn in as the first president of the United States of America on
April 30.
1861: Fort Sumter at Charleston Harbor, South Carolina was threatened by separatist
(Confederate) forces as President Lincoln took office in March. On April 12, President Lincoln
ordered the resupply of the Fort by federal forces. Confederate artillery, commanded by
General Pierre G.T Beauregard fired the first shots of the American civil war on April 12, and
the fort fell into confederate hands two days later.
1865: Almost exactly four years following the raid upon Ft. Sumter, the battle of Appomattox led
to the defeat of the Confederate army commanded by General Robert E. Lee who surrendered to General Ulysses S. Grant on April 9 at Appomattox Courthouse. (News of the surrender spread slowly. The final battle of the war was fought at Palmito Ranch, Texas on May 13.)
Some 620,000 American soldiers (both sides combined) died in the Civil War, more American
war deaths than all other subsequent wars combined.
1889: The Oklahoma land rush began on April 22 – a mad dash by thousands of settlers seeking
claims to 2 million acres of land the federal government “repossessed” from the Creek and
Seminole Indian tribes.
1923: Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. of Akron, OH, (founded by Harvey Firestone in 1900) began
production and sale of pneumatic automotive tires on April 5, replacing former solid rubber
tires and thus ushering in the everlasting era of the flat tire.
1944: On April 3, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 8 to 1 that African Americans could not be barred
from voting in the Texas Democratic primaries, declaring that such laws violated the 15th
Amendment of the United States Constitution.
1949: Twelve nations signed the treaty forming NATO on April 4. - uniting those nations for
common defense against the threat of expansion of neighboring USSR.
1968: Civil Rights leader Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King was assassinated by a sniper in Memphis,
TN on April 4. Dr. King was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 and is remembered for
his I Have a Dream speech delivered at the 1963 Civil Rights March at the Lincoln Memorial,
Washington DC
1986: Explosions rocked the nuclear power plant at Chernobyl, Ukraine on April 26.
1998: Protestants and Catholics in Northern Ireland respected an agreement among Irish politicians creating a Belfast assembly of politicians on Good Friday, April 10, to govern Northern
Ireland - ending 30 years of violence claiming over 3,400 lives.
2022: On April 3, Jerry and Lorraine Olson served their last dinners at the memorable Mountain
House Restaurant, having congenially served the surrounding mountain communities and
visitors for nearly 35 years. How fortunate we are to have enjoyed something that makes
saying farewell so difficult!
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