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Hello Neighbors:
Happy Valentines Day…and lets celebrate a Happy Year of the Tiger too. Lunar New Year,
which began February 1st, is the Year of the Water Tiger, forecasting a prosperous year due to
the Tiger’s auspicious signs (strength, exorcising evils and braveness). Water Tiger comes
from Tiger’s five elements (Gold, Wood, Water, Fire and Earth). Coincidentally, KMES 4/5
students designed an impressive Water website featuring global water stress hotspots. You will
find the student narratives about water short countries interesting and informative. See School
News on page 14 and spend some time perusing the referenced website.
News in this issue includes a KMFD in action page with a summary chart of emergency
response calls over the past five years. Last year’s total averaged over a call a day, requiring a
high level of participation from the professionally trained volunteers who are so vital to our
community. Please make sure that your Brigade household membership is current and use the
renewal form on page 6 if it is not. Likewise, your KMA membership is due for renewal by February 1. Please use the form on page 12 or download the form from kingsmountainonline.com.
The KMA offers a knowledgeable speaker on February 16 with news you can use regarding
Skyline Boulevard, our major traffic artery. Please note the Kings Mountain Art Fair is off and
running with new board members (profiled on page 11) and new Board Officers, page 10. The
Kings Mountain Garden Club provides useful planting tips to help you make good use of our
remarkably fine weather while Jack Rix’s movie picks urge you to lose any winter blues with
energizing musical films.
Readers will find a fine article about former Echo Editor and computer industry pioneer, Jim
Warren at https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/30/technology/jim-warren-dead.html. Long before
we met Jim as a neighbor, we jogged around the Computer Faire trying to keep up with him on
his roller skates. Although he left the mountain years before he died, readers will find his story
rather remarkable.
This Echo closes with sad news of the death of Steve Johnson, another
major mountain influencer. Steve was an unselfish volunteer who lent his
energy and wisdom to virtually every community organization, as well as to
friends and neighbors, since moving to the mountain in the 1980s. See an
abbreviated obit on page 3, and a wonderful tribute from the Fire Department
on pages 4-5. A more comprehensive remembrance will be published in the
future when a Celebration of Life tribute to Steve can be held.
Stay well & stay engaged,
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist

Kings Mountain Fire Department in Action
January 2022
Kings Mountain Fire Department volunteers
were busier than ever in 2021, responding to
a total of 384 emergency calls, averaging
more than one call per day. The high level of
emergency responses came about as
storms felled trees and power lines often
during winter months. Our volunteers
worked day and night, often in nasty
weather, to clear roads and make them safe
for our community. There were also numerous responses to vehicle accidents and to
resident emergency calls for medical assistance. We are all thankful for and very proud
of our dedicated KM Fire Department team.

January 4. KMFD (E356) responding with SM County
Fire, SMC Sheriff and PG&E to a tree down into power
lines on Skyline/35, just north of 84/Skylonda. Highway
35 remained closed for the day/evening for power line
and road repairs.

January 8. The rain has stopped (for
now), fog is clearing, sun is out, time
to wash the rigs.

January 8. KMFD (E356) responding with SM County Fire late Thursday night to a maze of
trees down into the roadway, just off of Skyline, north of 84. KMFD worked 3 hours into the
morning to clear the roadway for residents’ access and egress.
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Steve Johnson
April 4, 1942 - January 14, 2022
Kings Mountain lost a long-serving, bedrock member of our community with
the passing of Steve Johnson on January 14. Steve suffered a sudden cardiac
arrest while out on his daily fitness walk at the Johnson winter home near his wife
Betty’s family in Arizona. Upon hearing this tragic news, the Kings Mountain Fire
Department lowered the flag at the Firehouse to half-mast, the classic sign of
mourning, in tribute to Steve…a retired volunteer firefighter who continued to
teach first aid and CPR training and served as primary interface with Fisher
Investment professionals regarding KMVFB and Community funds and
investments.
Steve was one of those rare Californians who was actually a native of this
state. In fact, Steve was a third generation Californian; a graduate of UC
Berkeley, happily retired from a long and successful career. Steve was a
generous donor of his time and skills wherever needed by Kings Mountain
Organizations, including the Art Fair, KMA, CERT, the Fire Brigade and Fire
Department. In many ways, Steve Johnson embodied the quintessential Kings
Mountain volunteer ethos. He will be missed.
Betty will remain with supportive family in Arizona for a while. A Celebration
of Life remembrance of Steve will be held at the Community Center to allow
Kings Mountain friends to gather in Steve’s honor after Betty returns. The Echo,
KM Online, and KM Groups.io will run announcements of the time and date of
Steve’s memorial when the information is available. Meanwhile, friends and
neighbors wishing to make a charitable donation to the Kings Mountain Volunteer
Fire Brigade Endowment Fund (page 8), or to your favorite charity in Steve’s
memory, are welcome to do so.
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KINGS MOUNTAIN VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE, INC.
13889 SKYLINE BOULVARD, WOODSIDE, CALIFORNIA 94062 • (650) 851-8897

Written by Kings Mountain Fire Chief Jim Sullivan

On January 14, 2022, the KMFD lost a firefighter, supporter, leader, and a friend.
Steve began his service as a Brigade board member in 1988. Steve went above and
beyond as a board member. As was the normal behavior for Steve, he sought to
understand all of the workings and needs of the fire department. Steve retired at age 50.
While some might take retirement as a time to pursue a new hobby, travel, or just lay
around in a hammock, this was not Steve. Steve advised us his board term was up and he
wanted to join us as a firefighter. Steve began his fire training early in 1993 with his KMFD
training buddy Jeff Brown. His fire training culminated with a training burn where we
burned down an old house on Highway 9. He had more youthful enthusiasm than any of
his classmates at that burn.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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KINGS MOUNTAIN VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE, INC.
13889 SKYLINE BOULVARD, WOODSIDE, CALIFORNIA 94062 • (650) 851-8897

He responded to his first call in June of 1993. Steve helped the department for the
spec and purchase process for three fire apparatus during his time as a firefighter, and
twice as a board member.

Steve became a CPR instructor where he taught many of the firefighters throughout
San Mateo County. In September 2001, Steve was especially affected by the loss of his
343 FDNY brothers in the World Trade Center attacks. He directed the placement of the 911 memorial in the garden at the KM Community Center. Steve continued to respond to
calls for 20 years. At age 70, he retired as a firefighter. He returned to work as a board
member or board consultant until his passing. Steve was as tough a human as any I have
known. Most would not know this as his toughness was shadowed by his kindness.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-5-

Kings Mountain Residents:
Please Renew Your 2022 Household
Membership in the KM Volunteer Fire Brigade

Kings Mountain Firefighters at Work, Serving You

The Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Department, funded by the Fire Brigade, responds to emergency service 911 calls on Kings Mountain. The Fire Brigade depends on Art Fair support and
your annual membership dues and donations to pay for Fire Department operations and equipment. Please consider an additional 2021 donation because your gift will be doubled! A
very generous community member will match gifts up to a total of $10,000.

Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade

2022 Resident Membership Renewal Form
Annual membership dues are $35.
Please make check payable to and send to:
Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc.
13889 Skyline Blvd., Woodside, CA 94062

Annual Member Dues $

35.00

Donation to KMVFB
Total

$

Or use PayPal to pay at https://www.paypal.com/fundraiser/charity/1467906

Name ___________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Phone ___________________ email __________________________________
The KMVFB is a non-profit 501(3)c organization. All dues and donations are tax deductible. Tax I.D. # 94-1650185

Become a KMVFB Lifetime Member by donating $1,000 or more, or make a larger gift.
Amount
$1,000

Donation Tier

Your Donation at Work

Lifetime Membership

Help fund the annual operating budget.

$5,000

Fire Station 56 Benefactor

Invest in safety and protective equipment.

$10,000

Fire Station 56 Sponsor

Sponsor one year of firefighter training.

$25,000

Fire Station 56 Champion

Underwrite annual installment payments for Engines 56 and 356.

Membership levels are based upon cumulative contributions to the KMVFB.

-6-

MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on January 11, 2021
ATTENDANCE: Attending in Person: Kim Ohlund, Jon Fredrikson, Jason Oldendorp, Kathy Shubin, Ted
Thayer, and Frank Adams. Attending via Zoom: Tim Naylor, Meta Townsley, Jack Rix, Matt King, Hank
Stern, Jim Sullivan, and Steve Johnson.
Board President Tim Naylor called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:35 pm.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the December 14, 2021
Board meeting were previously posted and approved online.
BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin said that the Community Center
was open during December and there were three community uses of the building: the KMA holiday party,
the quilting group, and the wreath-making group. There were no private uses to report because the
Center is currently closed for private uses.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Jon Fredrikson submitted the financial report electronically earlier
in the month. The Brigade finished 2021 in a good financial shape because of the high level of donations
from our community during the Art Fair, Giving Tuesday, and at the end of the year.
FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the monthly report for December 2021
electronically. The monthly response numbers for December and the totals for 2021 are as follows:
December 2021 Report
Public assist

21

Vehicle accident

5

Medical aid

5

Firefighter standby

2

Vehicle fire

0

Smoke check

1

Structure fire

0

Vegetation fire

0

Water tender group response

0

Alarm sounding

1

Rescue

0

Trash fire

0

Total # Responses for the Month

35

Average # of Responders for Dec

2.7

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response:

2

Total Year 2021 Report
Public assist

106

Vehicle accident

66

Medical aid

94

Firefighter standby

38

Vehicle fire

7

Smoke check

22

Structure fire

2

Vegetation fire

3

Water tender group response

29

Alarm sounding

11

Rescue

1

Trash Fire

5

Total # of Responses 2021

384

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response in 2021

2
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Average # of responders for 2021

4.8

OLD BUSINESS:
Kings Mountain CERT Update: Kim Ohlund said there was nothing new to report this month; however,
there will be a report next month with the calendar of events and trainings for the year.
Opening of the Community Center: The Board discussed if any protocol changes would be required at
the Community Center related to COVID 19. The Board reaffirmed that the use of the Community Center
and grounds are subject to State of California and San Mateo County Health Orders and protocols. The
Board discussed if changes were needed to previous protocols or restrictions were needed due to the
prevalence of the Omicron variant of COVID 19, but decided that no changes are required at this time, in
accordance with State of California and San Mateo County protocols.
Fire Department Open House Jan 23 2-4 PM: The Fire Department Open House that was scheduled
for January 23 has been put on hold. The event will be rescheduled due to the prevalence of the
Omicron variant of COVID 19 and the risk to the public and firefighters. The need for additional
firefighters is still critical and recruiting remains a high priority for the Brigade.
Fire Fighter Plaque: Frank Adams reported that the review of the list by prior fire chiefs is continuing.
Steve Johnson has compiled several separate lists into a main list of approximately 170 people. The list
may be fluid for a while, and a temporary display may be appropriate in the short term. Other ideas for
the plaque were discussed along with a completion date that will be announced at a future meeting.
Removal of Unnecessary and Unused Items from the Apparatus Bays: Frank Adams said the work
continues with final repositioning of the radio room cables.
NEW BUSINESS:
Conflict of Interest Policy: Tim Naylor led a discussion of the KMVFB Board conflict-of-interest policy.
The policy was signed by those present and electronic copies will be signed by those attending the
meeting by Zoom.
MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:05 pm. NEXT MEETING: February 8, 2022 at 7:30 pm
Respectfully submitted, Ted Thayer, Secretary
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Volunteer Firefighters Wanted

Come join the Team!
Kings Mountain Fire Department

Now recruiting
Men & Women Firefighters & Medical Responders
Come join the Team! The Kings Mountain Fire Department (KMFD) is an ALL volunteer
organization made up of everyday folks like you, and is looking for service minded community members interested in volunteering and training for medical, fire, and other emergencies in our community and local area.
The KMFD is now recruiting for Volunteer Medical Responders and Volunteer Firefighters. The Volunteer Medical Responder position is for volunteers who do not wish to participate in firefighting and are interested in responding to medical emergencies only.
Applicants for the position of Volunteer Medical Responder or Firefighter must be at
least 18 years old and live inside the initial response area of the KMFD. Potential Volunteers
will need to complete the following: written application, pass a criminal background check,
pass a pre-employment physical exam, drug screening, and cardiac stress test.
The following initial training is required:
Volunteer Medical Responder: minimum of 24
hours of medical response training, with the
goal of completing an Emergency Medical
Technician (EMT) courses in the future, 20
hours of hazardous materials training, 16
hours of safety and orientation.
Volunteer Firefighter: all training listed above
and 56 hours of structural firefighting, 48
hours of wildland firefighting.

If you are interested in joining the Kings Mountain Fire Department,
please contact KMFD Assistant Chief Hank Stern at Hank@kmfd.org
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Kings Mountain Art Fair Board of Directors Annual Meeting
January 25, 2022
By Bev Abbott, Executive Director

In January of each year, the Kings Mountain Art Fair Board of Directors holds its
annual meeting. At this meeting, we elect new officers. This year the following were
elected:
Dawn Neisser, President
Chris Ice, Vice President
Andrew Anker, Secretary
Jeanne Carlson, Treasurer
We also elect new Directors and “retire” those who have served for the last 6 years.
We use the term “retire” advisedly because these members often continue to carry
workloads for the Art Fair in formal and informal ways and the Directors who are leaving
the Board this year are long-term, hearty supporters of our fair.
Departing this year are Chris Reynolds and Marty Phelps
Chris joined the Board in 2016 and was elected President in 2020 and served in
that capacity for two years. Since 2016, Chris has been very involved in Board activities
including serving as our representative to the Investment Advisory Council, the
committee that oversees the funds for our Kings Mountain Community. Chris has given
thoughtful advice on all matters before the Board including actively pursuing CalTrans
about brush clearance on Skyline before our fair and fire mitigation during our fair. He
was elected as President in 2020 and as we all remember, the pandemic closed
everything down in March of that year. Chris oversaw the transition from an in-person
fair to an online fair. During this time, as Executive Director, I consulted with Chris
regularly as we adapted to the new imperatives. Chris could be found on his cell phone
anywhere including walking through the trails of Kings Mountain (even in the darkening
mountain-lion-infested evening hours), stopping neighbors to ask their opinions about
the fair. Also, we affectionately referred to Chris as our “Editor-in-Chief” Whatever was
written to go to the Echo or to the public, Chris would edit with enthusiasm and
precision. Thank you, Chris for all you have done for our Fair as a Board Member!
Marty joined the Board in 2016 as well. Marty’s deep roots in the community and his
knowledge of the fair prepared him to be an excellent board member. It should be noted
that this was not Marty’s first term. He was on the Board from 2004 to 2009. During this
current term Marty was someone to whom I could turn to get the pulse of the community
when we were struggling with big Art Fair decisions and he provided advice from that
perspective but also from his experience as an awesome business owner. Marty’s cool
head and sound judgment always produced good advice. Even more wonderful, Marty
has a special “in” to get community information because of his amazing wife Cindy who
recruits and coordinates volunteers for the Cookshack. For our first online fair in 2020,
Marty was the one who brought us Keith Gruchala who did a professional job on our
“livestream”. During our darkest moments in figuring out how to do an online fair, Marty
said, “I have a friend who might be able to….” He connected us with Keith and the rest
is history. Thank you, Marty, for all you have done for our Fair!
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Larry Mann and Michele Covell Join KMAF Board
Directors of the Kings Mountain Art Fair elected Larry Mann and Michele Covell to
serve three-year terms replacing directors whose terms expired in January 2022. Both
new directors have deep resumes leading various professional and community organizations. The Echo asked each of them to share some comments with KM residents
about their backgrounds and expectations as they move into new roles so important to
our community. The responses below illustrate well-informed commitment to KMAF
and to our community in general from each new Director.

Michele Covell
I've enjoyed working in tech research for my whole career. For the last 17 years, I
have been at Google, often working on solutions for YouTube. The professional accomplishment of which I am proudest was inventing
and launching the YT content ID system (working
with many other people). Sumit Roy (my husband),
and I moved up to the mountain in February 2017.
We first decided to move here after enjoying the
community spirit that we saw on a Sunday afternoon
in the Mountain House Restaurant. My admiration for
our mountain community has only grown since then.
I believe that the Art Fair is what actually pulls us together, letting us make new friends and renew old
friendships through our shared work on the fair. It is
what makes for that community spirit that we saw
and felt on the Sunday afternoon, even while we
were only visitors. I am so happy to be part of this
community now and I want to help in the ongoing tradition of the KMAF.

Larry Mann
Pat and I have been residents of Kings Mountain since 1979. We have two married
sons and four grandchildren. I’m recently retired from
a long career in Distribution Management. I believe
that the “spirit of volunteerism” is what makes Kings
Mountain such a unique and special place. Since
moving to the Mountain, I served as a firefighter volunteer with the Kings Mountain Fire Department (two
years as Chief) and am a past member of the Fire
Brigade Board. I’m currently a member of the KMA
Board. I’ve been the co-chair of the Art Fair Grounds
committees since the eighties and am very much
looking forward to resuming that role as Art Fair
moves on site again. In short, I believe the Kings
Mountain Community has given my family and me a
quality of life that deserves my giving back.
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KMA Speaker Series Presents

Gabriel Venegas
CalTrans Woodside Maintenance Supervisor

Wednesday February 16, 2022, 7:00 pm via Zoom
Please join us for a presentation and question period with Gabriel Venegas, Caltrans
Woodside Maintenance Supervisor. Gabriel has been in charge of our local area for over
three years and will be able to give us an insider view of the issues and challenges facing
Caltrans.
You won’t find a better opportunity to understand Caltrans’ role and responsibilities in
operating state highways like Skyline Boulevard (state hwy. 35). For better or worse, lots of
enticing invitations to “drive Skyline” abound on the net. For example, “Skyline Boulevard
(Route 35) provides some of the best access to the
Bay Area’s cherished open spaces” or “The proverbial
road to adventure awaits on Skyline.” While Mountain
residents may be thrilled to know the “road to adventure” leads to our homes, it seems the beauty of Kings
Mountain may be a source of headaches for Caltrans
Maintenance. It will be interesting to hear how Mr.
Venegas sees it.
Join us on Zoom for this informative virtual presentation.

This is the link to join the webinar: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85174172400
Or, by telephone: 669 900-9128, Webinar ID: 851 7417 2400
Other KMA Speaker Series
Save the dates for two engrossing KMA sponsored speaker events in March. On
March 15, Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District will share the results of their survey
of local communities regarding three proposals to change some MPROSD operations. Bay
Area Ridge Trail Senior Trail Planner, Simone Nafeon de Lestang joins us March 23 with
an update regarding the Ridge Trail.
Detailed invitations, information and links for the March speaker events will be available in the March Echo.
Save the Date and plan to join up! On Saturday, March 5 at 10:00 am, the San Mateo
County Resource Conservation District will be sponsoring an invasive plant removal workday with the support of KMA and the KM Garden Club. Participants will gather at the Community Center for an orientation and then leave in small groups with supplies and instructions for the removal of hanging sedge at different locations. More details to follow.
KMA Update
The Kings Mountain Association is organized for the purpose of protecting, improving,
and enhancing the community; for organizing speakers and projects of benefit to the community; for holding special activities whereby members of the Association may become acquainted with each other and the organizations in the community; and for providing a forum for representation of community positions.
No KMA Board Meeting was held in January. Their upcoming meeting is scheduled for
February 9 at 7 pm via zoom. KM residents interested in joining the meeting please contact Board Secretary Amber Steele, steeledance@gmail.com, for the link.
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February 2022 School News
January marked the mid-point of the 2021-2022 school year at KMES. Classrooms
were abuzz with activities to mark the milestone date for 100 days of school on
Wednesday, January 26th.
100 Days of School!
Students in every classroom generated activities around the number
100. Some figured out ways they would spend $100; others made lists of
100 descriptive words describing school. Students created artwork representing what they would look like at 100 years old, counted 100 fruit
loops after sorting by color then by 10s and stringing as a necklace, as
well as creating a 100-day certificate, list and books describing all sorts of
100 wishes. We took 100 steps, actively did 100 exercises in groups of
10, and listened to a 100-day book at read aloud in the library. It was a
100-day extravaganza!

School Tours Continue In Person
TK and K class registration for the 2022-2023 school year began January 18th.
School tours for prospective students have been scheduled for February and March.
On deck are February 10 at 2:30p (full up), March 1 and March 22 both at 3p. Please
have anybody interested in attending contact Lesli at schmutzl@cabrillo.k12.ca.us.
Library Progress
The KMES Volunteer Librarians, Nicole Smithson and Christy Walker, have begun
a much needed project to update, diversify and modernize the library book collection
through new purchases, donations and weeding of the collection. Heartfelt thanks are
due to the Cabrillo Education Foundation (CEF) for awarding KMES a $1000 Innovation Grant in October. The CEF grant will allow KMES to acquire some of the books
our students have been requesting (i.e. graphic novels, books about robots and technology, Wings of Fire series) that are currently not a part of our library. We expect new
books to be purchased in the next few weeks and to arrive on library shelves soon.
In consultation with staff, our librarians are weeding out old and outdated books
from the library shelves. Numerous non-fiction books from the 1950s, 1960s and
1970s remain in the collection. Many of these books are outdated as science, history,
arts, technology, culture, entertainment, and most other non-fiction topics have
changed greatly in the last 50-70 years. We are hoping to do a Library Book Drive with
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Ink Spell Books in Half Moon Bay this spring. A read-a-thon sponsored by KMAP is
also being contemplated for later in the year.
Class Notes from Teachers
TK/K/1: This class is working on poetry during Readers and Writers Workshop, creating rebus, acrostic and haiku poetry and
reading and writing rhyming words. We celebrated the 100th
day on Wednesday, 1/26/22 and made fruit loop necklaces,
drew pictures of what will look like at 100 years old, counted
100 steps and played a 100 math game. First grade math
brings penguin study with measuring and comparing the same
as well as facts, while TK/K are learning about pennies and
nickels. One group of K students performed the Three Little
Pigs for the class. Science taught students about pushing and
pulling with air and we dropped Whirly Twirly paper fliers.

2/3: This month we’ve been counting money, telling time, and comparing fractions. We
have started our informational writing unit, exploring topics from the French Revolution to Barrel Fish. Students have formed book clubs, sharing insights on plot and
character development. We are also exploring non-fiction texts to support our informational writing, looking at text features such as maps, graphs, and table of contents. In science, students are observing the effects of combining chemical compounds, making lava lamps, and identifying states of matter. One very exciting new
development in our class is “song of the week.” Students are introduced to a new
song each week from a different part of the world. So far, we have heard sounds
from Zimbabwe, Israel, and France. Each day ends with the song, and students let
the music guide their movement. It has been a lively and fun way to end the day.
4/5: We are finishing our math units in both grades. Fourth grade will move on to
geometry and fifth grade will focus on multiplying and dividing fractions. The unit
assessments will be completed this week. In reading and writing, we started with
reading a legend about water. The students then started reading about different
places in the world suffering from water shortages. They found that not all water
shortages are caused by a lack of rain. Each student decided on a place to do further research. They took the information they read about and wrote a webpage
describing to other students where the problem was, what the problem was, and
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how the people were dealing with it. The website is Water Shortage Website. (See
details below). For genius hour, our students continue to learn about topics that interest them from natural dyes, to anime, to King Tut. We will be presenting our new
learning to each other soon. Looking forward to a great February.
Don’t miss the extraordinary 4/5 Classroom designed website: Water

https://sites.google.com/cabrillo.k12.ca.us/water/home
Students researched three questions about global water shortages:
• Where is it? (Geography, placement on the continent)
• What is the problem? (Water shortage, water pollution, other water problems)
• How are the local people or the national government reacting to it? How are
they dealing with the problem? What are the solutions?
Kings Mountain residents will learn a great deal about this worldwide issue by reading through student writings posted on the website shown above. Click on the icon in
the upper left corner of the Water home page. A list of seventeen student names will
appear running down a column. A click by student is guaranteed to teach you a lot
about the complexity of the situation — from Flint Michigan, USA, through Mexico, the
Middle East, India, China, Libya, Brazil, Central Asia, Chile, Southeast Australia, South
Africa, Canada, Greenland and more. (Who knew that parts of Greenland suffer water
shortages because converting ice to water is very dangerous and costly?) Adults at
your workplace will be amazed by your knowledge about this timely topic. You don’t
have to reveal that you learned it all from a very savvy group of 4th and 5th grade
Kings Mountain Elementary School students!
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Kings Mountain
Garden Club

Garden Club News
February 2022
by Jean Farmwald, Garden Club President

February Gardening 'To Do' List
This is a scaled down version of the February Gardening 'to do' list recommended
by the Master Gardener Program of San Mateo and San Francisco counties. The
Kings Mountain Garden Club offers it as your check off list regarding best practices
and timing for landscaping/gardening projects.
Garden Maintenance
• Remove and discard old flowers from azaleas and camellias to reduce petal
blight.
• Divide asters, lilies, perennial phlox, chrysanthemums.
• Work on removing dead and dying limbs and vegetation.
What to plant in February
•
•
•

Trees, shrubs, perennials
Bare root deciduous shrubs and trees are available now.
Roses, grapes, blackberries, raspberries, rhubarb, strawberries, asparagus,
chives, onion sets, green onion plants.
Below 2000 ft.: shallots, lettuce, parsley, cabbage family.
Flowers
Lobelia, verbena, vinca rosea, catharanthus. Start begonia tubers.
The KM Garden Club also suggests the Lilium Pardalium
(leopard Lilly) as a beautiful addition to your flowering plant
selections. This California native:
• Can tolerate clay.
• Needs part shade to full shade and a moist soil.
• Is a bee and hummingbird favorite.
• Is listed as available at the Yerba Buena CA Native Nursery
at Pastorini Farms (on Hwy. 92) .

Kings Mountain Garden Club Membership Application/Renewal
Name(s) _________________________________________
Address___________________________________________
City____________________ State ________________ Zip ______________
Phone____________________________ Email ___________________________
Send this application and a check for $10.00 to:

Kings Mountain Garden Club
Attn. Marguerite Kaufman, 17 Mountain Meadow, Woodside CA 94062
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Movie Nights in person will resume eventually. Until then, please enjoy these picks for your viewing pleasure at home.

This month we tackle movie musicals. Below is an admittedly idiosyncratic listing. Of course,
any definitive list must include Singing in the Rain, The Sound of Music, West Side Story,
Hamilton and (insert your favorite here). The lineup below contains some classics, but also includes some that you may have overlooked.
Hairspray. I am referring to the 1988 John Waters version here, not the 2007 one with John
Travolta. The memorable coming-of-age tale of Tracy Turnblad (Ricki Lake) has it all memorable songs, 60’s era dancing and a heart warming, pro-integration backstory. It features
Waters’ perennial leading lady, Divine, who does a star turn, along with some top-notch supporting actors, including Sonny Bono, Jerry Stiller and Debbie Harry. (Amazon).
Once. This 2007 Irish import, a sweet, unrequited love story with exceptional music, was
something of a Cinderella story as a production. Starring Glen Hansard and Markéta Irglová,
non-actors who had previously worked as indie musicians, it was made on a shoestring budget
and initially struggled to get a distributor. However, after success at Sundance it was picked up
and went on to an impressive art house box office. The song Falling Slowly won the Oscar in
2008 for Best Original Song. (Amazon).
Top Hat. Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers partnered for ten films, and many argue that Top Hat
is their best. (Others prefer Swing Time; it is hard to go wrong either way.) This 1935 screwball
musical comedy features songs by Irving Berlin (including “Cheek to Cheek”), choreography by
Astaire’s long time collaborator Hermes Pan, and some of Astaire and Rogers’ finest moves.
The romantic pairing of the cinema’s greatest dance team, set amidst a tale of mistaken identities and presented in a visually stunning black-and-white art deco version of Venice, dazzled
Depression era audiences and still delights today. (Amazon).
The Blues Brothers. In this cult classic, John Belushi and Dan Akroyd captivate as the musically talented, manically madcap pair who - on “a mission from God” - decide to get their old
band back together in order to raise the funds to save the orphanage in which they grew up. It
contains memorable performances from Ray Charles, Cab Calloway and James Brown, including a sizzling one from Aretha Franklin that brings the house down. Throw in Carrie Fisher as a
lethally determined mystery woman along with a series of over-the-top car crashes and you
have an action-packed musical comedy that, according to the late great Roger Ebert also contains, “a surprising amount of grace, humor, and whimsy.” (Amazon).
Moulin Rouge! This from guest reviewer David Morrison: “It still is one of the top 2 or 3 musicals/movies I have ever seen. I am not sure why the story grabs me like it does, but it does! I
think it's because the story is bolstered at every possible turn by the amazing, driving, creative
music. And, equally, the unbelievable camera work and the EDITING! How can it be possible
to put a movie like that together? Truly amazing. Jim Broadbent: one of my major favorites.
Ewan McGregor & Nicole Kidman are wonderful. The guy playing Toulouse is too good to be
true. The evil Duke is a picture of uninterrupted sinister-ism (if there is such a word); he can
sneer better than almost anyone I've ever seen!” (Hulu.) Enjoy!
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Marty is on work overload this month, so we’ve reprinted some especially useful tips from his past musings.

If you have a living trust, be sure the real property you own is “in the trust”. That is
done by a deed from yourself to yourself as trustee of your trust. Nearly all lawyers prepare those as part of the preparation of a trust. However, if you refinance property in
your trust or acquire additional property, lenders and title companies do not want to
loan money to “trustees” or insure title in the name of “trustees”. So, a title company
handling a purchase or refinance transaction commonly prepares a deed placing title in
your name as an individual (not as trustee of your trust) to complete the transaction.
But title companies do not always then transfer title to your name as trustee of your
trust upon completion of the transaction. In years past, title companies would not prepare such a deed. More recently, they will if asked. So, if you have refinanced or purchased real property since preparing your living trust, review the transaction paperwork
to confirm title has been transferred to you as trustee. Otherwise, your successors may
be spending a lot of money you intended to save them getting that property properly
transferred after you pass away.
Etiquette for Dummies: (1) You’re seated at an elegant dinner table. Stylish tableware is set. Before you rest a charger, napkin and silverware. A bread plate with roll is
off to each side and a wine glass and coffee cup are set close by on each side. You
have NO idea whether that’s your bread plate on the left or on the right or whether the
glass and coffee cup on the right or on the left are yours. You sit, smiling, waiting for
SOMEONE to make a move toward one or the other that will set off what will become a
decisive chain reaction of use, right or wrong. (2) You ask your kids (or mother-in-law)
to set the Thanksgiving table and they ask YOU where the bread plates and drinking
glasses go. You really wish they hadn’t asked that question because you have no idea
what the correct answer is! Well, the answer to this conundrum is actually right “at your
fingertips”! Hold up your left hand. Touch the tip of your left index finger to the tip of
your left thumb. Point your remaining three fingers straight out. What lower case letter
do you see? Answer: a “b”. Hold up your right hand and do the same thing. What lower
case letter do you see? Answer: a “d”. Well, “b” is for “bread” and “d” is for “drink”!
When seated at a properly set table the bread plate will be to the “b” (left) side and the
“drinking glasses” (and coffee cups) will be to the “d” (right) side.
Lump It or Like It: Does your brown sugar turn into hard lumps in its container or,
worse, a brick in that one-pound box? Here’s a solution. Take a piece of unglazed clay
pottery (a couple of square inches is enough) from the stack of broken pots you store
in the corner of the yard. Scrub it clean. Soak it in water for 15 minutes. Dry it off and
bury it in your brown sugar. The sugar gradually absorbs the moisture from the pottery
and stay nice and soft. Soak the pottery piece again a couple of times a year to keep it
working. Break up that brick of sugar and this will gradually restore the sugar to a soft,
fresh texture. You’ll like it!
“Do not take life too seriously. You will never get out of it alive.” [Elbert Hubbard, 1859-1915; author, lay
philosopher, Larkin Soap salesman & founder of the Roycroft Artisan Community.]
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