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Hello Neighbors: 

 

We’ve made it through another “interesting, somewhat pandemic constrained” year on 
the Mountain. Your Editor’s January message last year began by noting that 2020 seemed 
“overwhelmingly long.” We don’t feel that way about the duration of 2021. Perhaps mask 
wearing and other cautionary actions have simply become so routine as to be unnoticeable. 
However, I prefer to think that neighborly friendships have likely become more important as 
working from home prompted many of us to rely on each other rather than run down the 
Mountain for minor needs. For whatever reason, 2021 seems to have moved at a more 
“normal” pace, often with neighbors helping neighbors. Perhaps the Mountain answer to 
New Years Eve Auld Lang Syne (should old acquaintance be forgot), has clearly been…NO!  

This issue suggests you begin this shiny new year by renewing (or joining) the two or-
ganizations that most affect our daily lives. Both KMA and the KM Fire Department have cal-
endar year memberships. Dues to both are due by February 1st. You will find membership 
renewal forms on pages 7 and 9 or go to kingsmountainonline.com to find dues payment 
links for each organization. Please read pages 2-4 carefully and come to the KMFD Open 
House on January 23rd to learn about this vital organization, now recruiting for new medical 
and firefighter volunteers. The KMFD remains fundamental to our safety and that of our 
properties. Like most everything that makes Kings Mountain such a unique community, the 
KMFD are all volunteers. 

The KMA kicks off its highly regarded 2022 speaker series with a zoom presentation 
workshop by Esther Gokhale on January 12th. The internationally praised Gokhale Method 
is designed to teach you how to avoid back pain without medical intervention (page 11).   

Kids are back in school at KMES. See page 13 for enrollment registration and academic 
news. In addition, Jack Rix offers movie suggestions of the “drive in” genre on page 10, 
while Marty Eisenberg “muses” about WWII actual concerns about ants by several very sen-
ior Military officers. Also on a historical note, please enjoy the summer of 1893 description 
about Kings Mountain excerpted from the diary of Mountain pioneer, David Bromfield. 

The Echo is pleased to report that our district Supervisor, Don Horsley will be President 
of the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors. Supervisor Horsley knows the Mountain well 
and many KM residents have called upon Horsley’s office to help cope with some aspect of 
SMC bureaucracy. The Echo wishes President Horsley continued success in his important 
new position. 
 

Stay well & stay engaged,   
 

Eileen Fredrikson, Editor 
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer 
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist 
 

Please come to the  
Fire Department Open House 

Sunday, January 23, 2022 
2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 



 

Volunteer Firefighters Wanted 
 
 
 
 
 

Come join the Team!Come join the Team!  
Kings Mountain Fire DepartmentKings Mountain Fire Department  

 
Now recruiting 

Men & Women Firefighters & Medical Responders 
 

Come join the Team! The Kings Mountain Fire Department (KMFD) is an ALL volunteer 
organization made up of everyday folks like you. We are looking for service minded commu-
nity members interested in volunteering and training for medical, fire, and other emergen-
cies in our community and local area. We seek women and men and, even better, couples. 

The KMFD is recruiting for Volunteer Medical Responders and Volunteer Firefighters. 
The Volunteer Medical Responder position is for volunteers who do not wish to participate in 
firefighting and are interested in responding to medical emergencies only. 

Applicants for the position of Volunteer Medical Responder or Firefighter must be at 
least 18 years old and live inside the initial response area of the KMFD. Potential Volunteers 
will need to complete the following: written application, pass a criminal background check, 
pass a pre-employment physical exam, drug screening, and cardiac stress test. 
  

The following initial training is required: 
 

Volunteer Medical Responder: minimum of 24 
hours of medical response training, with the 
goal of completing an Emergency Medical 
Technician (EMT) courses in the future, 20 
hours of hazardous materials training, 16 
hours of safety and orientation. 

 

Volunteer Firefighter: all training listed above 
and 56 hours of structural firefighting, 48 
hours of wildland firefighting. 

  
If you are interested in joining the Kings Mountain Fire Department,  
please contact KMFD Assistant Chiefs Hank Stern Hank@kmfd.org 

or Ann Gabrys amgabrys@kmfd.org. 
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Why You Should Become a Kings Mountain Volunteer Firefighter 
 

by Hank Stern and Ann Gabrys, KMFD Assistant Fire Chiefs 
 

Being a firefighter is a challenging, satisfying and rewarding 
experience for men and women. When you become a Kings 
Mountain Fire Department (KMFD) Firefighter or Medical        
Responder, you will gain personal satisfaction knowing you are 
giving back to your community in a way no other volunteer pro-
gram can. Seventy percent of all firefighters in the United States 
are volunteers. Few jobs offer you the opportunity to save a life, 
but as a Volunteer Firefighter or medical responder, you may be 
called upon to do just that. The men and women who volunteer 
share a common interest: the desire to help others in need. 

Different people volunteer for different reasons. Action      
oriented people enjoy the challenge and risk/rewards that emer-
gency services has to offer. Some see the volunteer fire service 
as an alternative to ‘driving a desk’ – by allowing them to use their knowledge and skills in 
emergency services operations. Others want to serve the community, and others just want 
to belong to the team. Whatever motivates you to volunteer – everyone gains the self-
satisfaction of being at their best when others are dealing with what is often the worst that 
life has to offer. 

One of the biggest benefits of becoming a KMFD Volunteer is the enormous amount of 
training provided. Training is not just applicable to firefighting and medical aids; it is useful 
in all aspects of a person’s life, including other occupations and home life. Many KMFD 
Volunteers sign up so they can protect their families in an emergency, in addition to help-
ing others in their community.  

KMFD Volunteers receive extensive specialized training to en-
sure they are ready to do the job. New volunteer Firefighters will 
attend a fire training academy in the spring of 2022, provided by 
KMFD, La Honda Fire, Coastside Fire, Loma Mar Fire, and San 
Mateo County Fire, which will cover all aspects of Firefighter 
skills including emergency medical care, wildland and structure 
fires, vehicle extrication, hazardous material responses, and 
other important fundamentals. 
Imagine having to prepare yourself to cope with situations that 
range from structure fires to motor vehicle accidents; from child-
birth to wildfires; from heart attacks to earthquakes; and to      
almost any imaginable emergency in between. This diversity is 
coupled with the fact that these skills may be needed at any 

time of the day or night, seven days a week, in any kind of weather, and very often under 
potentially stressful and emotional circumstances. Yet these same factors make volunteer-
ing so personally rewarding. 

Volunteering in emergency services is one of the most important decisions you may 
make. We hope that you give this decision the time and serious consideration it deserves. 

Interested in finding out more? Please come to the Fire Department Open House on 
Sunday, January 23, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm at the Kings Mountain Community Center (and 
Fire Station), 13889 Skyline Boulevard. You’ll be able to speak with current and retired 
KMFD volunteers about what it’s like to participate as a KMFD Firefighter or Medical Re-
sponder. There is no obligation; just come by and talk to people to find out more about this 
exciting volunteer organization. If you’d like to know more in the meantime, please contact 
Ann Gabrys amgabrys@kmfd.org or Hank Stern Hank@KMFD.org. 
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Please come to the  
Kings Mountain Fire Department  

Open House  
 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 23, 2022, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm 
Families welcomed: bring your children 

 
This is a great opportunity to get a close look 
at the Kings Mountain Fire Department’s 
(KMFD) fire apparatus and equipment and to 
speak with active and retired volunteers about 
what it’s like to be a Firefighter. If you are     
interested, this will be a chance for you to find 
out how you can become a volunteer KM  
Firefighter or Medical Responder. 
The KMFD is actively recruiting Firefighters 
and Medical Responders right now, so that 
new volunteers will be able to attend Fire 

      Academy classes in the late spring.  
At this fun and informative event, you’ll learn about the amazing work performed by 
volunteer firefighters, who shoulder the responsibility for the safety of your family and 
property. The Open House will also: 
 

• Be a great learning experience for kids who can get a first-hand look at the fire 
engines and equipment. 

• Permit you to inspect our new Engine 56, and see the new Bauer Air Compres-
sor that was donated in 2021. 

• Give you a chance to come and socialize (at an appropriate distance) with some 
of our neighbors who we have not seen in awhile. 

 
Please note the event will be mostly outside, so please 
dress accordingly. We are following all of the appropri-
ate COVID protocols, so please wear your mask.  
If you are unable to attend, but have questions or 
would like more information about opportunities for 
joining the Fire Department, you can email Hank Stern 
Hank@kmfd.org or Ann Gabrys at 
amgabrys@kmfd.org.  
 

Kings Mountain Community Center/Fire Station 
13889 Skyline Boulevard, Woodside  
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on December 14, 2021  

 

ATTENDANCE: Attending in Person: Tim Naylor, Jon Fredrikson, Jack Rix, Meta Townsley, Ted Thayer, 
Tim German, and Frank Adams. Attending via Zoom: Kim Ohlund, Jason Oldendorp, Steve Johnson, 
Ann Gabrys, and Jim Sullivan. 
 

Board President Tim Naylor called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:35 pm.  
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the November 9, 2021 
Board meeting were previously posted and approved online.  
 

BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Kim Ohland reported for Building Manager Kathy Shubin that the 
Community Center was open during November. Comfort Creators, our local quilting group met, but there 
were no private uses to report.  
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Jon Fredrikson submitted the November financial report 
electronically earlier in the month. Jon and Meta reported that the Giving Tuesday fund raising drive was 
successful and helped the Brigade move towards meeting a $10,000 matching grant from an anonymous 
donor. Jon and Meta thanked all the people who contributed to fund raising efforts this year. 
 

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the monthly report for November 2021 
electronically. While we did not have any calls without volunteer response in November, in early 
December the department had our first call without a volunteer response in almost two years. This is due 
to people returning to work, as pandemic restrictions are easing, and a reduction in the number of 
volunteers. We have lost four firefighters this year; however, there is one new medical responder who is 
joining the department. The monthly response numbers for November are as follows:  
 

Public assist 4 Vehicle accident 4 

Medical aid 9 Firefighter standby 0 

Vehicle fire  0 Smoke check 0 

Structure fire 0 Vegetation fire 0 

Water tender group response 0 Alarm sounding 4 

Rescue 0 Trash fire 1 

Total # Responses for the Month 22 Average # of Responders 3 

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response:  0   
 

OLD BUSINESS:  
 

Kings Mountain CERT Update: There was no report this month. 
 

Opening of the Community Center: The Board discussed if any protocol changes would be required at 
the Community Center related to COVID 19. The Board reaffirmed that the use of the Community Center 
and grounds are subject to State of California and San Mateo County Health Orders and protocols. No 
changes to previous protocols or restrictions on use of the Community Center are required at this time.  
 

Review and Approve 2022 Budget: Jon Fredrikson had summitted the proposed 2022 budget 
previously online for the Board’s review. The Board discussed the proposed budget and approved it 
unanimously. 
 

Fire Fighter Plaque:  Frank Adams reported that the list was being reviewed by prior fire chiefs to help 
with volunteers who served in the past.   
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Removal of Unnecessary and Unused Items from the Apparatus Bays: Frank Adams reported that 
work continues with final repositioning of the radio room cables. The work is waiting for better weather.  
 

Long Term Plan for Dead Tan Oak Removal and Redwood Planting: Steve Johnson reported that the 
Garden Club would like to have a meeting with the Board to discuss the requirements for planting and a 
plan for maintenance of plantings. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

Volunteer Recruitment Team: Hank Stern and Ann Gabrys have begun a volunteer recruitment drive. 
The plan is to conduct a Fire Academy in the spring of 2022 in conjunction with other local fire 
departments. There is a definite need for new volunteers, particularly with the recent departures. Jon 
suggested that the Board could to help with recruitment. The Board discussed potential ideas for 
recruitment, including direct outreach. The Board decided to hold a Fire Department open house on 
January 23, 2022 from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm. All Kings Mountain residents are welcome to attend. 
 

MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:50 pm. NEXT MEETING: January 11, 2022 at 7:30 pm  
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Ted Thayer, Secretary 
 

 
  

Thank You for Your Generous Financial Support, 
Kings Mountain Community! 

 
The Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade board expresses its sincere gratitude 

to residents and friends for the major financial support received over the past two 
years. We especially appreciate the Kings Mountain Art Fair fundraising efforts, which 
were highly successful in raising awareness and donations. 

The high level of financial support we received will enable the Brigade to fund Fire 
Department operations completely, even without the in-person Kings Mountain Art Fair, 
which could not be held on site these past two years because of the pandemic. 

Our community stepped up dramatically, with many folks significantly increasing 
their level of financial support.  

This is a summary of cumulative contributions to the KMVFB by donation level. 
These are based on cumulative gifts to the fire brigade, and exclude dues paid, but 
include employer-matching donations. We can be pleased that 88 community members 
have contributed $1,000 or more, and that 20 people have donated $5,000 or more. 

 

Donation Level Donation Tier
Number 

Qualifying

$25,000 Champion 5
$10,000 Sponsor 7
$5,000 Benefactor 8
$1,000 Lifetime 68

Total 88  
 

Again, thank you residents of the great community we live in for helping us to fund 
Fire Department operations in 2022. Thanks to you, our volunteers will have the 
equipment, training, clothing and supplies needed to operate our Fire Department.  
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Kings Mountain Residents:  
Please Renew Your 2022 Household  

Membership in the KM Volunteer Fire Brigade 

 

Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade 
2022 Resident Membership Renewal Form 

 

Annual membership dues are $35.  
Please make check payable to and send to:  
Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc. 
13889 Skyline Blvd., Woodside, CA 94062 

 
Or use PayPal to pay at https://www.paypal.com/fundraiser/charity/1467906 
 

 Name ___________________________________________________________ 
 Address _________________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 Phone ___________________  email __________________________________ 
 

Annual Member Dues $         35.00 

Donation to KMVFB  

Total $ 

 

Kings Mountain Firefighters at Work, Serving You 

Membership levels are based upon cumulative contributions to the KMVFB and include matching employer gifts.  

Amount Donation Tier Your Donation at Work 
$1,000 Lifetime Membership Help fund the annual operating budget. 
$5,000 Fire Station 56 Benefactor Invest in safety and protective equipment. 

$10,000 Fire Station 56 Sponsor Sponsor one year of firefighter training. 
$25,000 Fire Station 56 Champion Underwrite annual installment payments for Engines 56 and 356. 

Become a KMVFB Lifetime Member by donating $1,000 or more, or make a larger gift. 

The Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Department, funded by the Fire Brigade,          
responds to emergency service 911 calls on Kings Mountain.  
The Fire Brigade depends on Art Fair support and your annual membership 
dues and donations to pay for Fire Department operations and equipment.  
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Kings Mountain Association Board Meeting 
 

December 8, 2021 

The December KMA Board Meeting was held online via Zoom. 
 

Board Members & KMA Members Present: Marlene Scherer Stern, Jenn Soult, Amber Steele, Joanne 
Howard, Linda Elliot, and Larry Mann. Guests/Walk-Ins: Eileen Fredrikson and Tim Naylor. The meeting 
was called to order at 7:09 pm. Approval of Minutes: Minutes approved online. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Jenn Soult, Treasurer. Membership Updates. December ended the year with 173 
paid memberships. One new Associate Membership has joined. (Associate Members reside outside of 
our voting member boundaries. They can participate in any of our activities, but these non-voting 
members cannot become officers.) Online Payment Fee Waiver During our first online payment year, 
2021, we waived the online payment fee ($1.03 per payment). The board voted to continue waiving the 
fee for 2022. Memberships which arrive after December 1st will be applied to 2022. Propane Discounts. 
KAMPS Gas is offering an additional $0.05 discount for seniors, so the membership form will now 
request that information. Our KAMPS agreement is in place for 3 years from January 2021. Ferrellgas 
agreement expires in May; we are moving to renew this. Treasurer Position Opening will need to be 
filled in May, as Jenn Soult will rotate out for a year, as per the bylaws. Jenn is offering to train the next 
treasurer over the next few months. Please contact the KMA if interested in volunteering for any of our 
roles. Going Green Board decided to shred the paper archive of membership sheets. Membership info 
is tracked digitally. 
 
Old Business:  
 

KMA Speaker Series.  Esther Gokhale, The Posture Guru of Silicon Valley  (Marlene) Scheduled for a 
January 12, 2022 presentation, via ZOOM. 
 
Invasive Plants Workday (Marlene for Betsy) The San Mateo County Resource Conservation District is 
sponsoring a workday on Saturday, January 6.  Community volunteers will be asked to help eradicate 
hanging sedge and possibly false brome on Kings Mountain, mostly between Harkins and the Mountain 
House.  Hanging sedge in particular is spreading rapidly in this area.  Both KMA and the Garden Club will 
provide refreshments and supplies.  Details, which will be posted on Groups.io and in the January Echo. 
RSVP’s requested. [This event has been postponed due to COVID precautions.] 
 

CalTrans Maintenance Supervisor, Gabriel Venegas [Larry] Proposed Dates: February 16, to be 
confirmed. 
 
 

Holiday Party (Dec. 5) Updates/Recap: We could never thank Pat and Larry Mann enough for all of their 
help, support, donations, setup and more on these events. Along with their crew of volunteers, the 
Holiday party was a magical night for all! 
 
New Business:   
 

President of the Fire Brigade Board Info Sharing. Tim Naylor shared information about insurance for 
events hosted by KMA & Community Center. The KMA Board discussed researching Board Member 
Insurance. 
 
KMA Speaker Series. Bay Area Ridge Trail  (Joanne) This organization sounds interested in speaking 
with us in early 2022, so the board will move forward with scheduling. 
 

 
KMA Google Drive and Email Cleanup (Amber) The board approves a reorganization (and transfer 
ownership to KMA email?) of the KMA Board’s Google drive and to create a group email that would 
include current members (and not old members of the board). Amber will take on reorganizing the digital 
files, coordinating with the Executive Board. Amber will create a subgroup on Groups.io for the Board 
Members. Adjourned: 8:16 pm. 
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It’s time to renew your Kings 
Mountain Association 

Membership 
for 20��! 

20���KMA Membership Form 
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Movie Nights in person will resume eventually. Until then, please enjoy these picks for your viewing pleasure at home. 

 
If you are of a certain age, you may remember taking in some movies of variable quality at the 
drive-in. Depending on your income level as a teenager, you may or may not have obtained entry 
by hiding in the trunk. And your friends may or may not have let you out by the time the film      
began. Here are some memorable examples of the drive-in genre.      
 
Little Shop of Horrors.  You are probably aware of the 1986 remake, however, this is one case 
where the original is preferable, at least as drive-in fare. This 1960 black and white offering was 
directed by Drive-in Movie King Roger Corman, had the lowest of budgets ($28,000!) and starred 
a number of (mostly obscure) actors previously used by Corman in other films, including one    
notable newcomer, Jack Nicholson. Corman shot the majority of the film in just two days, on sets 
left over from a previous movie, with a style that is a frothy mix of black comedy and slapstick.  
Now regarded as a cult film, the film can be said to fall into the “so bad it’s sort of good” category. 
At least one critic, Film Inquiry’s Danny Anderson thinks “it is also surprisingly subversive and 
helps mark a stark division between the pleasant idealism of Eisenhower’s Fifties and the tumul-
tuous Sixties.” Not bad for a low budget drive-in classic. (Amazon, YouTube). 
 
Creature From the Black Lagoon in 3-D.   This 1954 black-and-white monster pic was originally 
released in 3-D, but by the time the movie went into wide release, the craze had faded and most 
people saw a “flat” (non 3-D) version. While on expedition in the Amazon, scientists Richard  
Carlson and Julia Adams encounter a lonely fish-man (“the Gill-man”) who takes quite a shine to 
Adams. In addition to a somewhat sympathetic monster, it features ballet-like underwater scenes 
and an impressive looking creature costume. In fact, Guillermo del Toro, the director of 2018’s 
Oscar winner for Best Picture, The Shape of Water, has said he was inspired by the film as a 
child and intended for his film to serve as an homage to it.  (Amazon, Criterion Channel). 
 
Two Lane Blacktop.  I have to admit sneaking an art house title into the list. Directed by Monte 
Hellman, this moodily introspective on-the-road character study starred two non-actors, singer-
songwriter James Taylor and Dennis Wilson of the Beach Boys, along with veteran actor Warren 
Oates. It has a slow pace with no action scenes whatsoever, and is hardly classic drive-in fare. 
However, the art house cinema circuit had not been built up in 1971 and (probably due to the title) 
the movie ended up playing in a fair number of drive-ins. Accordingly, it was a box office belly flop 
when it was released, but has since acquired cult status and critical acclaim. (Sadly not available 
to stream; however, the San Mateo Library has 2 DVDs available to rent.) 
 
Targets.  Roger Corman also produced this entry, which marked the 1968 directing debut of    
Peter Bogdanovich. The film, which was inspired by the infamous 1966 mass shooting from the 
University of Texas tower, starred Boris Karloff in his last dramatic role. The film follows two pro-
tagonists, one of whom is an embittered longtime horror film actor (Karloff) who is determined to 
retire. The other is a disturbed Vietnam Vet who snaps and goes on a killing spree. Polly Platt 
(Bogdanovich’s then wife) served as production designer and co-wrote the story, while the great 
Lazlo Kovacs was cinematographer. The film was made because Karloff owed Corman two days 
shooting and Bogdanovich was allowed a free hand with the film as long as it came in under 
budget. Fittingly, in terms of this compilation, the final scene takes place at a drive-in theater 
where the old school “monster” and the new, societally created one, face off. (Amazon).   Enjoy!  
 

RRRIXIXIX   
PPPICKSICKSICKS   AT HOME 
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KMA Speaker Series (on Zoom) Presents a Workshop 
 

With 
 

Esther Gokhale 
 

Lower Back Pain Relief with the Gokhale Method 
 

Wednesday January 12, 2022 
7:00-8:00 pm 

 
Lower back pain is the world’s leading cause of disability 

and extremely frustrating for those who suffer it. Join Esther 
Gokhale, founder of the Gokhale Method, for this special 1-
hour Online Workshop. You’ll learn practical techniques for re-
lieving and preventing lower back pain that you can take with 
you forever.  

The Gokhale Method is the #1-rated intervention for lower 
back pain on the crowd sourcing site healthoutcome.org. 
Esther’s book 8 Steps to a Pain-Free Back has sold over 
300,000 copies and has been translated into 10 languages. 

Esther Gokhale (GO-clay) has been involved in integrative therapies all her life. 
As a young girl growing up in India, she helped her mother, a nurse, treat aban-
doned babies waiting to be adopted. This early interest in healing led her to study 
biochemistry at Harvard and Princeton and, later, acupuncture at the San Francisco 
School of Oriental Medicine 

In 2010, Gokhale hosted the nationally televised program Back Pain: The Primal 
Posture™ Solution (available on DVD and streaming). The Gokhale Method contin-
ues to grow as dozens of qualified teachers, each personally trained by Gokhale, 
now teach the method worldwide. 
      Gokhale has taught at corporations such as Google, IDEO, and Facebook, pre-
sented at conferences including TEDx (Stanford) and Ancestral Health Symposium, 
consulted for the trainers of the SF 49ers and several Stanford sports teams, and 
conducted workshops for physician groups at Stanford, Kaiser Permanente, Sutter 
Health, PAMF, and UCSF. The New York Times gave Esther the title “The Posture 
Guru of Silicon Valley” in 2013. 
  
Join us on Zoom for this informative virtual presentation: 
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/948327184pwd=L0hvTVZPK0IxSnppeWJDYXNITFlNdz09 
Meeting ID: 948 327 184 
Passcode: 958856 

 
Editor's Note: Ms. Gokhale's appearance begins the 2022 Speaker Series sponsored 
by our Kings Mountain Residents Association; (KMA). Please join or renew your KMA 
membership using the form on page 9 or at kingsmountainonline.com. Dues remain at 
$25 per household. Memberships run for a calendar year.  
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Supervisor Don Horsley Appointed President 
of the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors 

On January 4 2022, Supervisor Don Horsley was selected unanimously to 
serve as president of the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors. He laid out his 
priorities for the upcoming year: carry through strategies to eliminate homeless-
ness; advance equity; and improving community safety. 

Horsley, representing the County’s Third District, called the past two years 
“wild and challenging” due to the COVID-19 pandemic. He pledged equity – just 
and fair inclusion into a society where all can participate, prosper and reach their 
full potential – will guide the county’s path to recovery. 

“I’m optimistic that in 2022 we’ll be able to come back to a semblance of what 
we used to think of as normal life,” he said. “But I know that things will continue to 
be challenging in the next few weeks and months. It is not over.” 
 

KMA Invasive Plant Community Work Day Postponed 
Given recent cautions about the spread of Covid, the invasive plant workday scheduled for this com-

ing Saturday, January 8th, will be postponed until late January or early February. Please stay tuned and 
save some energy for what will be a productive workday of huge value to our local environment and also 
be a fun way to be outdoors together. The new date will be posted on Groups.io and the Echo when the 
event is rescheduled.   
Betsy Rix, KMA 
 

Excerpt From the Diary of David Bromfield, Selected by Ralph Buffa 
Originally published in the January, 1976 Echo 

-12-



 

 

January 2022 School News 
Kings Mountain kids returned to school on Tuesday, January 4th, following winter va-

cation break. Parents are getting readjusted to the new drop off time of 7:45 am, although 
kids seem to have no trouble with the early start. Mask mandates remain in place for stu-
dents and anyone authorized to be on campus. Academics resumed immediately for les-
sons expected to be complete by the end of this school year’s second trimester on March 
4th.  

Online Registration starts January 18, 2022 for TK/Kindergarten and NEW stu-
dents to the district. KMES has been authorized to give in person tours for interested 
parents and students on January 13 and February 10 at 2:30 pm. Anyone interested in at-
tending should contact Lesli at schmutzl@cabrillo.k12.ca.us to schedule a tour.  

 

December Class Notes from KMES Teachers 
 

TK/K/1 learned about Hanukkah, Kwanza and Christmas in Germany. We repurposed bro-
ken crayons to make ornaments for the Half Moon Bay Tree at MacDutra Park. We 
also made menorahs, reindeer, snow, and snowflakes. Students are learning to be avid 
readers who read with feeling. They also learned about number lines and continued to 
practice skip counting. We drafted personal narrative writing pieces and we wrote post-
cards to TK classmate Sabrina, who returned to Morocco and created a friendship 
book for Olivia. Finally, we created 'handprint' snowman cards for senior shut-ins who 
receive meals on wheels.  

 

2/3: It has been a great month in the 2/3 class. We have been gathering data, making 
graphs, and interpreting our findings. We are studying fractions and moving through 
our times tables at a nice, steady pace. We are learning place value as we explore 
concepts of rounding and estimation. As writers, we are turning the corner of personal 
narratives and looking at the start of our next writing project- informationals. As read-
ers, we have spent the month learning how to summarize what we read to include the 
most important parts. We are completing our 3rd novel study, identifying reading sign-
posts and making predictions. In science, students made crystallized snowflakes and 
even snow. They have also been learning parts of a plant and a plant's life cycle. Be-
yond that, the month also brought juggling, and origami. 

 

4/5: We wrapped up our genius hour projects and will be starting a new project in January. 
A persuasive essay unit begins in January. The Where I am from poems went home on 
the last day of December. 
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 January 2022 

 

by Marty Eisenberg 

 

How to Kill Ants in WWII  -  A recent anniversary of my dad’s passing led me to peruse some 
of the historical documents of my parents. Their lives spanned the calamities and hardships of 
both World War I and World War II. My father and two of his brothers enlisted into the U.S. Army 
to serve during World War II. Among Dad’s duty stations was the Port of New Orleans, which was 
a port of embarkation from which troop ships departed by the hundreds destined for the North   
African and European battlefields. Wistful and uncertain as were the days, there were moments of 
humorous diversion. Below is a copy of a letter my father preserved concerning the tribulations of 
a medical supply officer at Robbins Field Georgia seeking to address an invasion of ants into a 
medical clinic. As you read this letter, approaching a century in age, observe that the events cap-
tured the attention of a (three-star) lieutenant general, a one-star brigadier general and his chief of 
staff, a full “bird colonel”! For perspective, lieutenant general is the rank of recently  retired        
national security advisor General H.R. McMasters. 
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