
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Hello Neighbors: 
 

Well, we are rolling into the mid-fall season with seemingly perpetual beautiful weather 
days on the Mountain. We hope that folks fortunate enough to work from home have been   
taking full advantage of leisure times on decks, porches, and trails around your homes. What a 
treasure it is to have such natural personal spaces available and inviting! Of course, wildfire 
danger remains high, and this issue makes clear how grateful we should feel about having our   
Volunteer Fire Department on the job, protecting us all. In fact, one of our firefighters received 
a singular honor last month. Enjoy Assistant Fire Chief Ann Gabrys’ story on page 3. Some of 
you may even be inspired to consider volunteering to become a trained firefighter volunteer. 
The KMVFD needs new recruits. Please contact Chief Sullivan to learn more; email 
chief@kmfd.org. 

Soon, it will be time for the Ghosts, Goblins and other Spooky characters to celebrate. The 
KMA and our own Halloween Maven, Pat Mann, have put together an outdoor party on the CC 
grounds that will be totally fun…even with social distancing and mask requirements (page 10). 
Plan to “costume up” and be there. KMA is also sponsoring an informative program on October 
20th about solar power options (page 8).   

This issue brings Art Fair 2021 to a close with thanks and acknowledgements to volunteers 
from our ED, Bev Abbott and Art Fair Chairs (pages 11-15). You will find what the various 
teams of volunteers did to pull off another online fair to be interesting reading. The unsolicited 
notes from artists expressing what our event meant to them in these difficult times may also 
make you proud (page 16).  School news pages describe the fast start KMES students and 
parents have made in the new school year. As usual, Echo columnists Jack Rix and Marty 
Eisenberg offer advice that is both thoughtful and practical for your consideration.  

Save the date: October 30th, 10:00 am for an invasive plant eradication training session. 
KMA is setting up a training session for folks who are interested in learning more about the   
effort to eliminate invasive plants on Kings Mountain. Cleopatra Tuday from the San Mateo 
County Resource Conservation District, who spoke to the community about this issue last year, 
is looking forward to leading a training session on Saturday, October 30 at 10:00 am outside of 
the community center. This training is for people who are willing to do their own eradication or 
to prepare for a community volunteer day. The two plants that are being targeted are hanging 
sedge and false brome. For more information about these two plants and their local impact, 
check out the KMA page on Kings Mountain Online. More details about this event will be 
posted on Groups.io. 
 

Stay well & stay engaged,   
 

Eileen Fredrikson, Editor 
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer 
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist 
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 Volunteer Firefighters Wanted 
Come join the Team! 

Kings Mountain Fire Department 
Now recruiting 

Men & Women Firefighters & Medical Responders 

For more information, Please contact 
Fire Chief Jim Sullivan Chief@kmfd.org 

Assistant Fire Chiefs  
Ann Gabrys and Hank Stern 

Fire Chief  
Jim Sullivan 
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Ann Gabrys, Award Winning Super Hero 
 

TV and Movie Super Hero characters that save the day due to their 
amazing super powers are familiar to all of us, (especially those with kids). 
But did you know that a recognized Super Hero lives right here on Kings 
Mountain?  Our Hero is KMFD Assistant Chief, Ann Gabrys. Last month, 
the Kings Mountain Fire Department tweeted out news that she was being 
recognized by Girl Scouts NorCal and would be honored with their Hero award. The Echo 
was intrigued to know more so we interviewed her in a fire truck bay.  

      We discovered that Girl Scouts NorCal leader-
ship selects Hero candidates from women who oc-
cupy positions that make a difference in their com-
munities and more broadly. The annual awards 
make an important connection between young 
troop members and adult former Girl Scouts whose 
impressive lives embody the goals and ideals of 
scouting. When the Echo asked what impact scout-
ing had on her life, Ann said she is naturally rather 
shy but had to move residences a lot as a young 
girl. Joining the Girl Scout troop in each new city 
eased these transitions and provided a conduit to 
meeting and making new friends.  

This year’s four remarkable Hero awardees were announced at 
a GS NorCal Celebration of Courageous Leadership event held 
September 22nd. Ann said she was notified by email and phone 
and the award was a “complete surprise.”  Due to COVID proto-
cols, a video interview about her working life as an engineer and 
her community service life as a firefighter was shown at the 
awards. She was asked what she is most proud of as an engineer 
and as a firefighter. Ann responded, as Senior Staff Engineer, 
Process Engineering for long-read genomic sequencing leader   
Pacific Biosciences, it is knowing what is important. I was lucky to 
find a niche that allows me to prioritize work in order of importance.  
As a firefighter, it is being trained to help. Even though not every 
call out is successful, all are important. It is a very tough job because 911 calls always mean 
help is needed.  People are in crisis that sometimes cannot be resolved.  

Ann’s Super Hero award included a glass trophy with graceful, swooping lines. It carries 
this engraved tribute to Ann: “For innovating, inspiring others and invoking change in our 

community.” She also received an Award certificate and a 
box of Girl Scout Cookies. 
     The Girl Scouts closed Ann’s Hero interview with the 
question, “What is your Super Power?” Answer: Determina-
tion…sheer determination. 
     Ann graduated Summa Cum Laude from St. Olaf College 
with a BA in Physics and Mathematics. She then earned an 
MS and PhD in Electrical Engineering from the University of 
Minnesota – Twin Cities and, most recently, her EMT certifi-
cation. She and her partner, John Curcio have lived in CA 
since 2006 and moved to the mountain about 2009. They 
serve two cats in their remaining spare time.  
     Congratulations Ann. You and all the Kings Mountain 
Firefighters are heroes to us all. 
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on September 14, 2021  

 

ATTENDANCE: Attending in Person: Jon Fredrikson, Kim Ohlund, Jason Oldendorp, Meta Townsley, 
Jack Rix, Steve Johnson, Kathy Shubin, Frank Adams, and guest Larry Mann. Attending via Zoom: Tim 
Naylor, Matt King, Jim Sullivan, Hank Stern, Ann Gabrys, and John Curcio. 
 
Board President Tim Naylor called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the August 10, 2021 
Board meeting were previously posted and approved online.  
 

BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin reported that the Community 
Center was open during August, but there were no rental uses to report.  
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Jon Fredrikson submitted the August financial report electronically 
earlier in the month. Jon briefed the Board on the Art Fair fundraising drive and thanked the Art Fair 
Team for conducting the online fair and for their staunch fundraising efforts. The funds raised were 
considerably less than last year as fewer people participated, but community members responded 
generously and the average donation was much higher than last year. Since we raised about 2/3 of our 
normal Art Fair grant, the Board discussed how we could possibly make up the difference with another 
fundraising drive at year-end. 
 
FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the monthly report for August 2021 
electronically. The monthly response numbers for August were as follows:  
 

Public assist 4 Vehicle accident 2 

Medical aid 12 Firefighter standby 0 

Vehicle fire  0 Smoke check 5 

Structure fire 0 Vegetation fire 0 

Alarm sounding 1 Water tender group response 3 

Trash fire 0 

Total # Responses for the Month 27 Average # of Responders 4.4 

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response:  0   

 
OLD BUSINESS:  
Kings Mountain CERT Report: Kim Ohlund briefed the Board on the status of KM CERT.  Steve 
Johnson is doing a Heart Saver CPR training on Saturday, September 25th. Also, on Saturday October 
9th, the KM CERT HAM operators will provide communications support for the Coastside CERT exercise.    
 
Tree Removal Update:  Jon Fredrikson reported on the status of tree removal. The trees outside of the 
equipment bays are scheduled for removal on Tuesday September 21, and the project is scheduled to 
last until September 23 weather permitting. The Fire Department is aware of the schedule and will 
coordinate staging of engines accordingly.  
 
Pavement Update: Jason Oldendorp briefed the Board on the status of the efforts to solicit bids for 
paving the area in front of the equipment bays. Three bids have been received to date. All the bids 
received so far have been for the same cost per square foot. The Board unanimously approved the best 
value bid.  
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Opening of the Community Center: The Board discussed protocols that will be required at the 
Community Center now that it has reopened. The Board reaffirmed that the use of the Community Center 
and grounds are subject to State of California and San Mateo County Health Orders and protocols. The 
Board discussed what the guidelines for use of the Community Center will be in the future, given the 
recent developments with COVID 19. The Board decided unanimously to restrict rental uses of the 
Community Center building and limit uses to Board preapproved community gatherings where food and 
beverages are served outside. The Board also unanimously approved the KMA use of the Community 
Center for the annual Halloween event.  
 

Fire Fighter Plaque:  Frank Adams reported that work on compiling past firefighter rolls for the plaque. 
More names of past firefighters have been found using past issues of the Echo and progress continues.   
 

Removal of Unnecessary and Unused Items from the Apparatus Bays: Frank Adams reported that 
several large items were removed from the bays, and additional items will be removed over the next few 
months.   
 

Long Term Plan for Dead Tan Oak Removal and Redwood Planting: Jon Fredrikson and Steve 
Johnson reported on the agreement with the KM Garden Club on a planting plan for redwoods on the 
property. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

Cleaning the Community Center: Kathy Shubin and Jon Fredrikson reported to the Board on the 
current process for cleaning the Community Center. Changes have been made to the cleaning schedule 
to reflect current uses of the building.     
 

OTHER BUSINESS. No other business. 
 

MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:37 pm.  NEXT MEETING: October 12, 2021 at 7:30 pm  
 

Respectfully submitted, Ted Thayer, Secretary 
 
 

For more information, please contact chief@kmfd.org 

Help Firefighters Locate New Wildland Fires Quickly 
Download, Test, and Get Ready to Use Smoke Point 

Alert residents may call 911 to report seeing wildfires, but the dispatch report often includes 
ambiguous or even incorrect information about where the fire is, where the reporting party is, how far 
away it is from them and in which direction the fire is. It is simply difficult to describe these critical 
details accurately over the phone to 911 and over the radio to firefighters. 

In partnership with the La Honda Fire Brigade, we are piloting a new mobile app named Smoke 
Point that helps first responders in these critical first few minutes by giving members of the public the 
ability to share the location, heading, and image data collected while they have the smoke or fire in 
sight. These shared “readings” are made available directly to first responders, giving them more 
accurate information on the likely location of the fire. 

Please become familiar with Smoke Point by reading the Quick Start guide and downloading the 
app from the Apple App Store (for iPhones) or the Google Play Store (for Android phones). 
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September 6. Busy day for KMFD: 2 open space trail 
responses, 1 vehicle fire & 1 brush fire response. Dis-
patched with other first responders. BIG shout out to 
La Honda FD for loaning KMFD their Utility while R56 
is undergoing repairs.  

 
 
 
September 7. Highway 92 is closed at Upper and 
Lower Skyline Blvd. due to an overturned logging 
truck. One patient has minor injuries. 
 
September 7. KMFD on a smoke check today with 
SMC Fire Dept.  Two additional dispatches for vehicle 
accidents earlier in the day.  
 

September 8. KMFD (E56) responding with other first responders 
to a 2 vehicle collision with injuries on Skyline near Old La Honda 
Rd.  

 
September 11. Today we honored the 
20th anniversary of 9/11 & the 10th 
anniversary of the KMFD dedication 
memorial to 9/11. The memorial is to 
those first responders who lost their 
lives on that day & includes a piece of steel from the World Trade Center.  
 
 

September 18. Thank you Gerboth Fire Extinguisher 
Co. & Steve Johnson (former KMFD FF) for organizing 
& servicing more than 200 fire extinguishers for about 
100 Kings Mtn residents at KMFD Station 56 today. This 
is a great public service for our community, for both fire 
preparation & prevention.  

 
 
September 25. KM CERT members receiving 
CPR and AED training from Steve Johnson. 
 
 

 
 

September 28. KMFD (E56) responding this morning with SM 
County Fire and CHP Redwood City to a vehicle fire on HW 92, 
just east of upper Skyline. 
 
 

Don't miss this important UC Berkeley Wildfire Lecture 
Oct. 22 at 10:30 am 
olli.berkeley.edu/events/john-battles-understanding-wildfire-and-its-impact-california 

Kings Mountain Fire Department in Action 
 

September 2021 
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Kings Mountain Association Board Meeting 
 

September 8, 2021 

The September KMA Board Meeting was held online via Zoom. 
 
Board Members & KMA Members Present: Larry Mann, Linda Elliott, Joanne Howard, 
Elizabeth Rix, David Kaufman, Amber Steele, Ben Rosner, Jenn Soult, Holly Winnen, 
Eileen Fredrikson, Marlene Scherer Stern. Guests/Walk-Ins: Hank Stern.   
The meeting was called to order at 7:04 pm. 
Approval of Minutes: Will be approved at the next meeting. 
Treasurer’s Report: Jenn Soult, Treasurer. Received one new membership (Welcome!) 
KAMPS Propane - Jenn sent an updated membership list, and will add check box for KMA 
Members to report that they are over 65 (those members get an additional discount in the 
coming year.) 
Review of Public Notices Received: Betsy Rix, VP. Town of Woodside seeking input for 
ALPRs (automated license plate readers.) 
 

Old Business:   
KMO Website Update (Jenn) Currently updating KMVFB website - info/feedback should 
be sent to Jenn Soult. Community Resources - No new additions, but updated the KMA list 
with the link to the KMO and (updatable) Google Sheet. Civic Resource List - Larry, Amber 
& Betsy will rename and take the Task Force list and prep it for KMO, then email to Rocky 
& Jenn. 
Welcome Neighbor Task Force - Linda, Marlene, Holly, and Jenn will coordinate to 
update our membership welcome packets and outreach to newcomers. Next meeting we’ll 
move to purchase new stickers for baskets. 
 

New Business:   
KMA Speaker Series: Solar Panels (Joanne) - no responses for panelists. Larry will reach 
out to his neighbor. Hank Stern may be willing.  
Sedge Removal Project (Betsy) - Checking back in with Cleopatra Tuday for a future talk. 
 

Community Civic Engagement (Betsy) Betsy is trying to get updates on Fuel Break work, 
which has begun in far side of Wunderlich but will come to Huddart. 
KMA Annual Events (Linda & All) 
Halloween. Proposing Outdoor Costume Parade & Socially Distanced Games; Pop Ups - 
would socially distance the children, but not in line; No piñata. Fire Brigade Board will 
determine CC usage - we want to be sure that there is enough room for an outdoor event 
without getting in the fire department’s way. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 pm. 
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KMA Speaker Series (on Zoom) Presents 
 
 

Solar Power Energy: How Solar Works 
on Kings Mountain 

 

A panel of Kings Mountain Residents who have    
installed solar panels and storage batteries will 

share their experiences.  
 

Wednesday, October 20th 7:00-8:00 pm 
via Zoom Call 

 

These Kings Mountain residents who will share their rational and experiences: 
 

Ben Gueret (lives near Skyline & Swett Road) 
 

Arturo & Jeanette Alvarez-Buylla (live near Forest View) 
 

Hank Stern (lives near Old Country Store) 
 

Others are invited to join in with their observations and recommendations. Bring your 
questions. Zoom details to be shared via KM Groups.io closer to the event. 

Joanne Howard, Moderator joannehoward@uwalumni.com phone: 415-602-7754 
 
 
 

"Comfort Creators" Donates Quilts to Puente de la Costa Sur 
by Carrie German, Director & Coordinator 

 
Kings Mountain "Comfort Creators" recently completed 

and delivered a donation of five handmade quilts to 
Puente de la Costa Sur in Pescadero. Puente is the criti-
cal resource providing health, welfare, food, clothing and 
educational resources to the primarily farm worker com-
munities in Pescadero, La Honda, Loma Mar, and San 
Gregorio. The quilts were immediately given to families in 
need, and more would be greatly appreciated.  

New health protocols governing use of the Community 
Center will allow the mountain quilt makers (aka Comfort 

Creators), to return to their regularly scheduled sessions on the 
first Tuesday of each month starting on Oct. 5th. Everyone is wel-
come. No sewing skills are required! Monthly Volunteers simply 
assemble and pin quilt fronts and backs already sewn by KM sew-
ing experts together with batting for the finishing seams. It is crea-
tive, lots of fun, and a rewarding experience open to all. 
Comfort Creators meet in the Kings Mountain Community Center, 
13889 Skyline Blvd. "Open House" style, any time between 9:00 
am and 2:30 pm. Come when you can for as long as you can. 
Brown bag lunch at noon on the deck, dessert provided. Masks 
and vaccines still required.  
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Movie Nights in person will resume eventually. Until then, please enjoy these picks for your viewing pleasure at home. 
 
“Animation is,” A.O. Scott wrote, “at heart, the simplest form of cinema: a flutter of drawings fool-
ing the eye into seeing motion.” While we might well think of animation as being primarily for 
kids, there are also a lot of interesting animated offerings for grownups. Here are a few.  
 
The Triplets of Belleville.  This quirky and delightful French animated romp from 2003 contains 
little dialogue. Instead, the story is mostly conveyed through music and pantomime. It tells the 
tale of a Tour de France cyclist who is kidnapped by the Mafia, and whose grandmother sets out 
to rescue, assisted by her trusted dog, Bruno. Then there are the whimsical vaudeville-era sing-
ers, The Belleville Sisters, who are also along for the ride. The innovative animation, surreal im-
agery, satirical social commentary and engaging storyline make this one well worth discovering. 
(Amazon Prime). 
 
Persepolis. Writer and director Marjane Satrapi draws upon her autobiographical graphic novel 
to tell a moving and often funny story about her childhood in Iran before and after the Islamic 
Revolution there. Animated in soft two-dimensional black-and-white, it is a poignant story of 
coming of age in a country that is heading into full-blown fundamentalism, and of her attempts to 
come to grips with that new reality. Persepolis successfully merges her personal story with the 
larger political landscape to tell a tale that is still relevant. (Amazon Prime). 
 
Sita Sings the Blues. We have already extolled the pleasures of Sita (see the June 2020 
Echo), however, it is so uniquely pleasurable that it deserves a second mention. The film crams 
so much into its 82 minutes that it is difficult to summarize. Suffice it to say that it ostensibly 
deals with the travails of Sita, wife of the Hindu deity Rama. On an alternate track is the story of 
the modern day Nina who has her own complicated love life. It is both a romantic romp and femi-
nist fable, and features the captivating songs of 20’s jazz singer Annette Hanshaw to boot. Crea-
tor Nina Paley has created a spellbinding animated marvel that is sure to captivate. The movie is 
available to watch for free at sitasingstheblues.com.  
 
The Secret of Kells. Produced by the same Irish studio that did Wolfwalkers (see Echo Jan. 
2021), this enchanting import sports mesmerizing animation inspired by the Book of Kells, a 
manuscript from the 9th Century. Young Brendan is an aspiring scribe at a remote medieval mon-
astery under threat of attack from barbarian marauders. He meets a master illustrator and a 
mysterious young girl of the forest who take him on an epic adventure. The Celtic-flavored ani-
mation dazzles and complements the story, which is all about the ability of imagination and faith 
to see us through dark days. (Amazon Prime). 
 
Fantastic Planet is a fanciful, experimental, animated tale, dating all the way back to 1973, tell-
ing the allegorical fable of human-like beings on a distant planet who are dominated by giant 
alien beings. Directed by Rene Laloux, it is something of an animated time capsule, reminiscent 
of the psychedelic era and campy 70’s-era sci-fi with trippy Yellow Submarine-meets-Czech-
animation visuals. It also contains themes on worthy subjects such as racism, the environment, 
peer pressure, education and peace. (HBO Max, Amazon Prime). 
 
Others of note. Of course, there is the Beatles’ kaleidoscopic, song-filled Yellow Submarine, 
which was the KMA Mid-Week Movie pick for August 2017. And, the Pixar offering Soul, its first 
with a Black lead character, is a visual delight that all ages can enjoy (see Echo Feb. 2021 for 
more). Enjoy! 

RRRIXIXIX   
PPPICKSICKSICKS   AT HOME 
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When & Where:  Sunday, October 31st Halloween Night! 
          Kings Mountain Firehouse/Community Center 
 
Time: 5:00 to 7:00 pm 
 

  5:00 to 6:30 – Games, Prizes, Candy Bags 
  6:30 to 7:00 – Costume Parade 
  5:00 to 7:00 – Jan Lundberg Photo Booth 
 

This Year’s Event Will Take Place Outdoors on the Grounds, 
 with Social Distancing and Mask Requirements 

 

***Hot Dogs, Snacks and Beverages provided by the KMA*** 
 
        If you can help in any small way to make this a Halloween our kids will remember, 
please contact Pat Mann at 851-3598 or email at lnpmann@gmail.com. 
 

 
    Help Needed Running Games & Clean Up – Thanks! 

 

 Hope to see you there! 
   

Halloween 
Spooktacular 
                   Sponsored by the KMA 

2021 
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Art Fair 2021 
Comes to a Close!   

 

by Bev Abbott, Executive Director 
 

Many thanks to all of you who  
supported the online fair this year!   
 

Even though we did not raise as much money as last year, we accomplished our goals and 
then some: 
 

• We covered our costs to produce the online fair.  
• We earned enough in art sales to contribute to some grant funding. 
• We met the matching grant requirements ($10,000) for the Fire Brigade and raised 

even more through the generous donors who clicked on the “Donate to the Fire Bri-
gade HERE button” or gave donations to the Fire Brigade by other means. 

• We helped KMAP raise some funds. They had a goal and proceeds were more than 
double that goal. 

• We kept our visibility among artists and customers.  
• We learned things to help us in the future as we continue an online presence even 

during our in-person fair in 2022. (We hope!) 
 

Whew! Considering that, we had to pivot from in-person to online on August 1 and consid-
ering that folks are no longer totally stuck in their homes to avoid nasty COVID infections; it 
was definitely a heavier lift this year. But let’s call it a success and be grateful. With all of the 
above, it was pretty good! 

For all of you Kings Mountain residents who helped market the fair—THANK YOU!  I know 
many of you don’t do Facebook and Instagram but some of you did and many of you did word-
of-mouth and email campaigns, which also really helped! 

Scenes from the intro video that ran before customers began shopping the online fair: 
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LAUNCH TEAM 

 

Special and extraordinary thanks go to the “Launch Team” for the online fair! (We named 
ourselves that last year because we truly felt we were launching into unknown territory.)  They 
are: Sandy Shapero – Marketing Chair - You cannot imagine how hard Sandy and her team 
worked, knowing it was a heavier lift this year. 

Carrie German – Artist Liaison - It might be best to let the bumpy memories fade before we 
ask Carrie how it went, getting many of the artists on board. 

Eileen Fredrikson – who spent hours with Keith Gruchala, our creative talent, to produce 
our movie 

Chris Ice – who handled all things “IT” including working with Booth Central and holding our 
hands when we were uncertain 

Jeanne Carlson – who continued the overview of Customer Support and training and kept 
track of our income and performance all three days and beyond. 

Barb Heydorn – who stepped up to chair all three days of the online Fair while dealing with 
surprises and problems—and in spite of last minute challenges, she shone!   

Logan Rockmore also deserves extraordinary thanks for handling our website. – see 
the Marketing Team article in this issue. 

We could not have done it without Tim German, who sets up the computer system for the 
online fair and helps us with any hardware problems. 

And last but not least a Big Thank You to Larry Mann, Linda Elliot and Pat Mann for feed-
ing us – Launch Team members, online Information Booth Volunteers and other support volun-
teers. We are grateful!  

Beverly Abbott, Executive Director  
 

MARKETING TEAM 
 

The marketing team had 3 challenging goals for 2021: 
 

• Bring the right customer to our online Art Fair from all over the world. 
• Get donations for the Fire Brigade, KM Elementary School, and after school pro-

gram, Venture Free. 
• Keep Kings Mountain Art Fair on our customers’ minds.  

 

With limited funds, every marketing decision was carefully examined and the marketing 
team worked hard asking the question: “How do we reach the buying customer who would be 
willing to attend our Online Art Fair and build for the future which may be an in-person, online or 
combo Art Fair?”  

Over 7,000 people visited the Kings Mountain Online Art Fair website in the week prior, dur-
ing and after the Art Fair. We attracted new buying customers who bought art and donated, 
covered our marketing expenses, and expanded our customer database.  

Thank you to our KMAF Marketing team for working since February to bring our customers 
to the Online Fair.   

Carrie German, Artist Liaison, for so many years (does anyone know how many? 20? 30?) 
effortlessly corralling and coaching artists to participate in the online Fair, masterfully managing 
their expectations and participation (with the kind and encouraging help of Barb Heydorn and 
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MARKETING TEAM (continued) 
 

Jeanne Carlson’s amazing teams), culminating in a successful Fair for the artists AND us. And 
after the Fair, adding 2000 new customer names to our customer database for future mailings. 
Cindy Oldham, advertising, doing more excellent finely targeted advertising, getting the best re-
sults with the very modest advertising budget. She turns on a dime, “Oh, switching to online 
from in-person/online? No problem!” and keeps it all moving forward, making the Kings Moun-
tain Art Fair look big and bold.  

Sheena Mawson, social media, for magically and effortlessly pumping up the Facebook and 
Instagram presence in an exciting and professional way: artists, fire department, community, 
seemingly 24 hours per day in the two weeks before the Fair. She also manages the emails to 
our customer database and pre-registrants. Sheena is everywhere spreading fairy dust all the 
time! 

Erin Bixler Baumgartner, print press, powerfully and creatively making our Online Art Fair a 
newsworthy topic for the local papers and for Mountain Home, the local magazine. It’s a hard 
job with an “online is great!” message two years in a row. She continues to nurture the relation-
ships with the local papers, making KMAF’s public face look exciting and new year after year. 
She is persistent, charming and creative! 

Jennifer Turri, event posting. Welcome to our newest team member! She did double duty 
this year: posting for an in-person/online Fair and then editing all those posts to promote an 
online-only Fair. It’s a tough job in a normal year but even with twice the work, she got it done 
and took it up to a new level. She also added her considerable marketing expertise to the team 
by working with every area, helping us all by offering a new set of eyes on our marketing cam-
paign.  

Logan Rockmore, webmaster for 22 years! Logan has skillfully managed our website. He is 
always patient and positive. He stayed close (via Brooklyn, NY) all weekend as we made 
changes to the website in response to changing situations.  

Special thanks to: Darcie Ellyne and her team for posting Fair flyers all over the Peninsula! 
The visual of the flyers helped tremendously to remind people of what was happening at the 
Fair. 

Chris Ice, IT Chair, for helping make the beautiful KMAF video available on Facebook and 
YouTube and providing technical support to our many social media efforts. 

Eileen Fredrikson, Keith Gruchala, and Eileen Kim working together to make the beautiful 
and entertaining video. It is an amazing marketing tool and brought people onto the mountain 
and into the Fair. It gives people an overview and visual essence of the Fair. 

Sumit Roy for again graciously agreeing to be our IT back-up to make sure the Art Fair web-
site stays updated and live. 

The KM residents/friends of Fair from Google and Facebook who generously use their em-
ployee philanthropy credits to help us boost our social media presence, saving money for other 
important Fair marketing. 

Everyone on the mountain who worked SO HARD to bring customers, friends, and family 
from all over the world (85% from California, 15% from 46 other states!) to our Fair. Thank you! 

Thank you everyone for your help, ideas, and support! 
Sandy Shapero, Chair, KMAF Marketing 
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IT VOLUNTEERS 
 

From the IT Team’s perspective, this year’s fair was even smoother and less stressful than 
last year’s fair thanks in part to the fact that artists had experience from last year and many art-
ists have participated in other online fairs since then so they have had more practice. Huge 
thanks go to both Sumit Roy and Stan Judkins for quickly stepping up to support artists and the 
volunteers when we pivoted to a fully online fair. Sumit was slated to run the grounds wifi this 
year, but changed to help monitor the live stream and even repositioned wifi antennas to get 
signal down to the grounds entrance in support of the “Sandwich Board Ambassadors” who sat 
down there all day to help folks who showed up thinking we had an in-person fair. And despite 
living on the coast, Stan again graciously offered up his time for all three days of the fair, and 
most notably fixed an issue for one of our volunteers within the first 10 minutes of his arrival. 
I’m truly stunned by how capable and generous all of our volunteers are, but special thanks go 
to Sumit and Stan again this year. 

Chris Ice, IT Chair 
 

CREATIVE CONTENT 
 

The Creative Content team was tasked with updating the hour long video stream that 
serves as the landing space for visiting the online KMAF. Our goal was to quickly engage con-
sumer interest through visuals which would prompt click through to visit individual artist booths, 
as well as the donate links for Kings Mountain Fire Department, Kings Mountain Elementary 
School, and Venture Free. Our "resident" movie professional Keith Gruchala, returned to the 
mountain to produce this compelling KMAF video. Thank you Keith for your extraordinary ex-
pertise, many, many production hours, and for remaining congenial throughout the process. 
Thanks also to your team of creative facilitators, Eileen Kim, Bev Scott and David Morrison. We 
are also grateful to Fresno-based voice over actor Chuck Carson, who performed our movie 
narration and arranged for a free PBS studio and producer services.  Thank you everyone. It 
takes a mountain.   

Eileen Fredrikson, Creative Content Chair 
 

ART FAIR FOLLOW UP VOLUNTEERS 
 

Thank You Artist Follow Up Volunteers! 
This team of artist follow up volunteers tackled the task of calling our artists after the fair 

closed each day to get their feedback and find out how sales were progressing. The real time 
data collected by this team was invaluable to the operating staff and our marketing team, help-
ing us solve problems and monitor the success of our advertising.  

The follow up team of volunteers included: Eileen Fredrikson, Bev Abbott, Linda Hennessey 
Roth, Jean Farmwald, Dawn Neisser, Dennis Ruby, Ted Zayner, Barb Heydorn, Suzanne 
Greenberg, Jan Ruby, Marlene Stern, Andrew Anker, and Kathy Shubin. 

Thank you, team, for managing this important job so efficiently! Your efforts contributed sig-
nificantly to the success of our fair this year! 

 

Jeanne Carlson, Customer Relations Chair 
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“SANDWICH BOARD” AMBASSADORS 
We are grateful for the enthusiastic, patient, and friendly mountain residents who responded 

to a late call for “Sandwich Board Ambassadors”. We suddenly realized that perhaps some of 
our customers (especially ones who come every year) 
would not read the marketing information and might just 
show up. And yes, they did. Over the 3 days, about 300 
people came. Our ambassadors visited with them, told 
them we were sorry, took the blame of any misunderstand-
ings, and even showed them hiking trails around the Fire 
House. Out of those 300, only 1 (yes only 1) was very un-
happy and said so. (There are many versions of this story 
going around now but the bottom line is Eileen Kim took the 
brunt of this customer’s anger while keeping her cool.) 
Other customers were understanding. Do the math – each 
year we have between 7,500 and 9,000 visitors, the vast 
majority of those READ the marketing information and did 
not show up, of those that showed up, only one was grumpy. Wow! We have wonderful custom-
ers. For their trouble, these in-person visitors were given coupons for a free drink at next year’s 
Fair, and a number of them also bought Art Fair T-shirts, masks and sweatshirts from previous 
fairs, which we had on hand.     

Here are the folks who stepped right up and sat right down to volunteer at the entrance to 
the Community Center to handle whatever came up: Kathy and Elliot Shubin, Marlene Stern, Ei-
leen Kim, Linda Hennessey, Pat Mann, Linda Elliot, Michele Covell, Marilyn Alafouzos, and 
Cindy Phelps. And they did a fine job! Larry Mann, our Grounds Chairperson provided the comfy 
chairs and a kiosk. 

Thank you to all who contributed this year to making our fair a success! 
Beverly Abbott, ED 

 

INFO BOOTH 
 

With an in-person fair planned, the Online Information Booth seemed like an easy position--
but that changed when the fair went fully online. Artists and Info-Booth volunteers were suddenly 
faced with learning new software together in real time to support some 80 booths in the online 
fair.  

Thank you, David Morrison, Eileen Fredrikson, Jan Ruby, Lindsay Littler Chiarello, Meta 
Townsley, Michele Covell, and Sara Carlson for your time, patience, flexibility and amazing abil-
ity to get up to speed quickly. Even better, I didn’t hear any complaints (except from me) about 
the chaotic practice/training session!  

Info-Booth volunteers helped attendees locate artists who were at this year's fair and find art-
ists who didn't participate this year---but might come back now that they know they were missed. 
We also got a surprising number of T-shirt requests and enabled a few sales from old inventory. 
As time permitted, volunteers also checked in with artists and kept the live stream chat lively. 

I hope to see everyone at an in-person Art Fair next year! Not sure how plans for also 
mounting an online component will proceed, but it’s good to know we have a team that can 
quickly come up to speed if needed. 

Barbara Heydorn, Info Booth Chair 
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What Artists Had to Say About the 2021 Kings Mountain Online Art Fair 
 

When the talented and tenacious artists who participated in Art Fair on line this year 
sent in their sales information and commission due, they often submited comments about 
their experiences. Carrie German submitted the excerpts below to the Echo to help all of us 
understand how important our volunteer work at Art Fair really is to the Artist Community. 

 

I was surprised that I sold 5 paintings on this virtual platform. One of my customers com-
mented that she really liked taking her time and comparing various paintings by different 
artists. Hope to see you next year, Linda Curtis (painter) 

Thank you for organizing this (last minute) online show. It must have been pretty stressful. 
Herewith my 15% commission. Unfortunately, it is not that much. Looking forward to 
writing you some big, fat checks next year when we go live again. It will be a great 
party! Have a good year and stay safe! Thanks and best, Anja Broenink (clothing) 

Even though we could not be in person, it was good to send out paintings to people in the 
Bay Area. I’m hoping we can be in person next year. Take care, Michele Hausman 
(painter) 

As I had 0 sales, I do not have a check this year. I had over 100 visitors click on my tile but 
0 chats. I learned quite a bit and will have an amazing video by next year! Booth central 
is such a good group of people, very helpful and are aware that not all artists are tech 
savvy. Everyone I interacted with on the KMAF squad was awesome as usual. Stay 
safe, be well and see you next year! Kris Johnson, Silk Artist 

I am so glad I participated in this show! Thank you so much for helping those of us who are 
struggling thru this difficult period with most, if not all, shows cancelled or too risky to 
participate in. Jack West, woodworker 

Just wanted to thank you for providing us the opportunity to do a virtual show. However, in 
my case, not successful. I read the information incorrectly and thought that if I wasn't 
online the customers could still contact me either by email, phone, or text. I did get 2 
email inquiries. I know last year I stayed in front of the computer the 3 days from 10-4. I 
thought I was online because it said live and showed me how many people were on and 
visitors. Guess I did not do it the right way this year. I truly hope next year we will be 
able to be truly "live." But again, thank you for trying to help us artists out. September 
2022 is so far in the horizon that it is hard to be optimistic, but we all have to. Janet 
Chico, Leather Handbags 

Dear Entire Kings Mountain Art Fair Crew, Thank you! You all did such an amazing job with 
the show! I was so impressed with the level and quality of help and support. Your dedi-
cation to your community and to this cause come through loud and clear. All in all, it 
was a very successful show for me, due largely to a woman who bought 12 scarves as 
gifts. ;-) I thank you for the opportunity and so hope I will be invited back next year! Sin-
cerely, Ruth Williams (clothing)  

Thank you for another excellent (virtual) Fair! Really grateful that you all did/do as much as 
you do, to help all us artists do as well as possible, and of course, for the ultimate bene-
fit of Kings Mt Fire Brigade & the Elementary School. Much gratitude! Marna Schindler 
(painter) 

Hope you’re rested up! I wanted to let you know that I had a wonderful time participating in 
the show. You, as well as all your volunteers were so helpful and supportive throughout 
the entire process. You really made the show easy and smooth to navigate! Plus, I had 
three sales…woo hoo :) Laurette O’Neil, Jewelry 
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October 2021 School News 
 
KMAP Treasurer, Dawn Freeland, happily reported a very successful Kings Moun-

tain Art Fair weekend for KMES. The parent group goal for the weekend was to raise 
$2,000 but we smashed it by raising $4,260! Each donation of $40 or more was also 
entered into a raffle for a cookie prize package. Once the last few mail-in donations   
arrived, three lucky winners were drawn and notified. Each will receive 5 Giant cookies, 
an adult KMES logo t shirt and other logo swag. KMAP thanks everyone who partici-
pated. We're off to a great start towards this year’s fundraising goals. The Voluntary 
Tuition Drive, which will run from Oct. 4th to 8th, aims to raise $18,000 toward funding 
curriculum enrichment programs. 

The 2021-2022 school year is also off to a fast start. 
Despite mandated mask wearing in the classroom and 
outside on the playground, all classes are achieving good 
progress. Every student has set academic and personal 
goals. The boost in State funding for k-12 education has 
resulted in the daily delivery of Free Hot Lunches for 
everyone on campus. Presumably, they are also tasty,  
because a spontaneous dance party during the inaugural 
Friday lunch has morphed into lunchtime dancing every 
Friday.  

Funding has also enabled adding KMES to the Heal Garden Project science cur-
riculum for 2nd and 3rd graders. This program, already in place at two Cabrillo District 
schools, aims to cultivate environmental literacy during a critical time in student devel-
opment.  

Hispanic Heritage Month Students are celebrating with a variety 
of activities in every classroom from September 15-October 15. 
KMES Will Help Further Scientific Knowledge: Frequent and un-
expected encounters with yellow jackets led to discovery of an 
underground nest behind the Venture Free Class building. San 
Mateo County Mosquito & Vector Control District treated site  
activity two times. The technician noticed an unusual amount of 

yellow jacket activity but a walk on the perimeter could not detect any new nests. When 
he spoke with the Lab Director of his department, she became interested in doing 
some research to further their understanding of yellow jacket behavior. For data collec-
tion, the county will place yellow jacket traps around the perimeter of the school, well 
away from the kids. Students are looking forward to observing science experimentation 
in action...from afar.  

Free Kid Friendly COVID Testing starts October 5: Parents were sent information 
and consent forms regarding COVID testing. KMES will begin offering free weekly 
COVID testing this month through Concentric by Ginkgo testing agency to all students 
and staff who want it and sign up. CUSD has recorded 21 positive COVID cases but 
none at KMES. 
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School Site Council: School Site Council is continuing to recruit new members. The 
School Site Council’s (SSC) mission is to annually review and update the school’s School 
Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA), a document that outlines the school’s goals aimed 
at improving student achievement. The SSC monitors the implementation of strategies and 
programs that support the goals, including evaluating data and aiding in the management 
of it’s categorical funds budget. The SSC meets about five times during the school year. 
Members include representatives from school staff, teachers, parents/guardians of KMES 
students and community members. Neighbors interested in serving as a community mem-
ber of this oversight body, please contact the office at 650-712-7180 about how to get in-
volved.  

 

Class Notes: 
 

TK/K/1: TK/K/1 learned about mealworms, visited with a turtle, and held an insect hunt 
with Kaia during science. Students are writing true stories/personal narratives for writ-
ers' workshops and have become 'super readers' with pointer power, reread power, 
picture power and partner power 
while in readers' workshops. They 
learned 'steal the bacon' for PE 
and some mindfulness practices 
to use with others. Ms. Silveria 
was pleased to share Brigance 
Assessment results and ESGI  
assessments during goal-setting 
conferences with parents. 

2/3: Students have had a great September. They have been revising and editing their first 
personal narratives, bringing their stories to life with descriptive language and dialogue. 
We’ve been exploring signposts in reading, including contrasts and contradictions, aha 
moments, memory moments, and tough questions. Math has been focused on multi 
step word problems, double digit addition and subtraction, and multiplication strategies. 
In science, many of our classroom meal worms have turned to beetles. The class has 
been celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month with books, videos, music, and art. Students 
are already making big plans for a class Halloween party as we move into October.  

 

4/5: Written by the Students of the 4/5 classroom. Recently the 4/5 classroom at Kings 
Mountain School has been studying Hispanic Heritage. Each student chose a historical 
Hispanic figure. They studied the jobs and careers in order to make a single slide all 
about the historical figure. In art, they carefully crafted wire stick 
figures of different action poses. They used pipe cleaner to dress 
the figures. Soon they will move onto Diebenkorn watercolor. In 
math, they are working on measuring in centimeters, meters, and 
a couple of other units of measurement. They are also working on 
fractions. Some of the classes’ favorite subjects are art, writing 
and sometimes reading. 4th and 5th grade kids started doing gen-
ius hour slides. A few of the slides were skateboarding, crocodiles, 
and giant pandas. The kids worked with partners, so they had to 
find a project that they both liked. It took two weeks to finish the 
project. 
     The 4/5 also started the Second Step Curriculum with the first units focusing on 
empathy. Students responded well to the concepts.  
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 October 2021 

 

by Marty Eisenberg 

 
A Splendid Sierra Experience 

 

I just returned from a four-day stay at Gray Eagle Lodge situated in Plumas National Forest, about 45 miles 
east of Truckee. We went with friends, occupied six (6) cabins and had a grand time. This lodge has been in op-
eration for longer than three quarters of a century, open only summers about four months a year. Graeagle Creek 
chatters through the property. (It was running surprisingly well considering the lean winter snowfall.) The lodge 
consists of about twenty-five cabins which can accommodate anywhere from two persons to a family of five or 
six. All the cabins have a full bath, refrigerator and a spacious deck for morning coffee and evening beverages 
and social gathering. Lodging rates include dinner and breakfast daily. (Bag lunches can be ordered for a sensi-
ble additional charge.) The chef and kitchen staff is terrific. Dinner options included buffalo steak, prime rib, house
-made chicken potpie, fresh salmon and trout, delicious soups and salads and always some vegetarian offerings. 
The wine list is respectable and you can always bring your own. Breakfast offerings include omelets, daily special 
scrambles, oatmeal, fruit plates, pancakes, French toast and more. There’s plenty to do around the lodge: darts, 
bocce ball, volleyball, basketball, ping pong and billiards; or just sit comfortably in the fresh air, beneath stately 
trees with good book. Well-mannered dogs are welcome for an acceptable additional nightly fee. 

Gray Eagle Lodge is situated amidst a pine and fir forest at about 5,800 feet elevation. Hiking opportunities 
from Gray Eagle Lodge are a treat. Starting right from the lodge there is a 2 mile round trip (elevation gain about 
250 feet) to Smith Lake, which has a native population of trout. The Lodge has a rowboat situated at the lake for 
guest’s use. (You have to portage the oars up and back.) Add about another mile and 200-foot elevation gain to 
the ramble and your trip can include a walk around the lake. For the more energetic there is a magnificent 8-mile 
loop trail starting at the lodge which takes you over Mt. Elwell (elev. 7800) from which you can enjoy spectacular 
views over the Sierras with Mt. Lassen standing majestically on the horizon some 75-miles distant. (To put the 
distance into perspective that would be akin to standing atop Kings Mountain and seeing to Carmel!) The Mt. El-
well loop trail includes dazzling views of sub-alpine lakes. (The loop trail outing is most scenic traveled in a 
counter-clockwise direction.) The trail is well marked and maintained by the forest service.  A nearby excursion to 
Sierra Buttes is very special. The trail to the peak, where a no-longer-used fire lookout is situated, is 5 miles 
round trip with an elevation gain of about 1800 feet that includes a 175-stair steel stairway built into the mountain-
side to reach the fire lookout. Views, again, are magnificent. A less energetic visit to nearby Kentucky Mine State 
Park & Museum is great fun, too. The park features a restored, operating stamping mill where miners once 
crushed quartz rock from which they would harvest veins of gold. The park docents offer grand descriptions of 
how gold was mined in California nearly two centuries ago. 

If you’re craving a few days away, there’s still time to go now! The lodge is open ‘til October 10 this year with 
cabins available. For future visits, you need to reserve early. The lodge is fairly priced for all it offers and reserva-
tions fill up fast! 

 

Trunk or Treat 
 

My sister, Dr. Laura Berk, was visiting last week. She is an educational psychologist and author of broadly 
adopted university texts in the field. She told me of her financial and energetic contribution to the founding of Illi-
nois Art Station dedicated to providing children and youth, through art projects, opportunities to develop social, 
emotional and cognitive skills including collaboration and imaginative problem solving. See illinoisartstation.org. 
With the pandemic continuing to limit social contact, the art station is promoting an outdoor “Trunk or Treat” Hal-
loween program in its parking lot. Participant families will festoon the trunks of their cars and SUVs with Hallow-
een spooks. Some use washable poster paint to create images such as shark’s teeth and jaws. Others may paint 
the headlights and grill into the scowl of an evil monster. Families fill their car trunks with creative Halloween dis-
plays. Children help bedeck the family vehicle. The cars are assembled in the art station lot and children, dressed 
in Halloween costumes, pass from car to car receiving healthy wrapped treats. See www.trunkortreat.com.  

Editor’s Note; Check out more trunk or treat ideas for KM neighborhood displays here: 
www.goodhousekeeping.com/holidays/halloween-ideas/g28747729/trunk-or-treat-ideas/ 

MountainMountainMountain   
MusingsMusingsMusings   
   

MMMaaarrrtttyyy’’’sss   
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