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Hello Neighbors:

Online
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Welcome to the August 2021 Echo, version 2.0. The original included pages of
“Volunteers Needed” messages developed or edited by KMAF Committee Chairs, each
designed to attract sign ups from Echo readers to staff their job functions over Labor Day
Weekend. All of that got scrapped when the KMAF Board of Directors reluctantly but
unanimously decided that holding the 2021 Art Fair as an Online only event was the
most appropriate way forward for this year. Please read ED Bev Abbott’s elegant explanation that begins this issue on page 3. Artist responses to the in-person Fair cancellation (page 4) were so moving that the Echo felt it was important to share a sampling with
community members. They will make you proud and maybe even happy about the many
hours you volunteered at previous Fairs. This year we need your volunteer time for the
Online Information Booth. Please see times and signup information from Online Chair
Barbara Heydorn on page 5.
Our impressive marketing team had already published significant social media postings which will also be edited to specifically reflect our change to online only status. This
makes the marketing help outreach to all of you even MORE important. “Spread the
Word” can become your mantra after you read Marketing Chair, Sandy Shapero’s message on page 2. Get your friends, family and co-worker lists ready to use when the marketing team’s email message and digital postcards become available on KM Groups.io.
Google and Facebook credits have increased importance, but simply clicking “follow” on
the KMAF Facebook and Instagram accounts makes an impact too. Visit them often to
pump up our user traffic count.
As always, the Kings Mountain Fire Department has been on the job in a myriad of
ways. Starting with minutes and KMFD in action, in this issue they have added important
wildfire readiness and evacuation guidelines (pages 10-14). You have probably seen
some of these directions elsewhere; however, careful reading of this material and development of an emergency plan will pay you back in peace of mind throughout this unpredictable fire season.
This issue reports about several Good Samaritan projects, great Garden Club advice,
happy news about the return to campus for KMES students, and more. Try a great recipe
from Marty and Jack’s picks for viewing this month and we will meet again in September.
Stay well & stay engaged,
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist

Spread the Word about the Kings Mountain Art Fair Online 2021
The Kings Mountain Art Fair will be online in 2021—visitors can attend the Fair from their
homes anywhere in the world. BUT we need your help. You need to help bring friends, family and
co-workers to the Fair! All of those people who for years have said, “I wish I could go to the Art Fair
and buy art and help!” Now they can. Anyone can attend the Fair from his or her home.
Soon, we will be providing an easy-to-send email with digital KMAF digital postcard for you to
share electronically. And the KMAF website has the ability to take donations for the Fire Brigade,
Kings Mountain School and Venture Free so even if your circle of friends and family does not want
to buy art, they can donate and help. Donations are a very important part of our Fair and contribute
significantly to our ability to support the Fire Brigade, School and Venture Free.
You did an amazing job last year. About 20% of our online buyers came from outside California.
We believe that is because our Kings Mountain Community sent the call out to the world to come
and shop the Art Fair. Please do it again!
Other things you can do to
help the Fair: like/follow the
Kings Mountain Art Fair on
Facebook and Instagram to
help us expand our reach. The
Marketing Team has an aggressive campaign with social media, PR, advertising, email, and
event posting but we need your
help. Word of mouth is the most
important marketing tool. This is
as important as volunteering in- Kings Mountain
person at the Fair. Would you
Art Fair Online 2021
please create your email list of
your family, friends, co-workers
and others? Please make your
plan to spread the word: “Buy
art from our talented artists or donate what you can!”
Thank you, the Marketing Team: Sheena Mawson, Carrie German, Cindy Oldham, Erin Bixler
Baumgartner, Jennifer Turri and Sandy Shapero.

Google/Facebook Credits Needed for Art Fair Promotion
Can you Help?
The KMAF marketing team are deep into planning our social media campaign for the 2021
Art Fair. We try to promote the fair in the most effective and cost-efficient manner.
One of the ways we do that is to use credits that Google and Facebook grant to their employees. Both companies have a program that
allows an employee to grant free advertising to their choice of non-profits.
Last year, seven Google or Facebook employees donated their credits,
which allowed us to reach an audience that we had not reached before and at no cost to the
Fair. It is a very generous gift.
Our request is this: If you, a family member, or a friend is an employee
of Google or Facebook, please consider asking them if they would be
willing to donate their August and September credits to the Art Fair.
Many employees are not aware of the program, but Sheena can assist
them in how to do it. We promise to make it as easy as possible to help us out.
Just let us know now that you are an employee and Sheena will contact you when it is
closer. Thanks in advance!
Sheena Mawson and Sandy Shapero smmawson@gmail.com sandy@toofar.net
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The In-person Kings Mountain Art Fair Has Been Canceled
by Unanimous vote of the Art Fair Board

but We’re Moving Full-steam Ahead on the

Kings Mountain Art Fair Online 2021
by Bev Abbott, Kings Mountain Art Fair Executive Director

We will not be having an in-person Art Fair this year. After much discussion
among the Kings Mountain Art Fair Board, committee chairs and other members of
the community, it became clear to us that, with the rise of the Delta variant and
increasing reapplication of pandemic controls, the risk for our community was too
great. Instead, we will shift to a fully online fair again for 2021. This is not a decision
that was taken lightly, and we understand it will likely be disappointing to many—
because it is to us too.
One of the most important goals we have for our fair each year is to host an
inclusive, safe and fun event that motivates and involves our whole community.
The fair is an event that brings all of us together in a way that fills us with pride,
generates great enthusiasm and lets us eagerly anticipate its return.
With the recent and rapid changes in the COVID-19 virus’s variants — including
much greater transmissibility and enhanced ability to infect young people — it has
become clear that the inclusive, safe and fun event we all want would be difficult if
not impossible to achieve this year. We realize that many people have worked
extremely hard during 2021 to get us to this point, and for that, we are truly grateful.
We hope that 2022 will be the year we return to the in-person art fair we all know
and love.
That being said, there is still work to do and we really need your help! We ask
that every member of the community promote our online fair far and wide to friends,
family, co-workers, classmates and anyone who will listen or read your posts! Generating as much traffic as possible in support of our artists and the fire department
is incredibly important. After all, it’s that traffic which generates sales for our artists
and generates funds and donations to our community organizations — not least the
Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade.
Again, we thank you all for your support
and more importantly, for the trust you have
placed in us. You have inspired us with your
dedication, innovation and can-do attitude.
Let’s all be safe, healthy and happy, and
make the Art Fair Online an even bigger success this year than last.
The Art Fair Board: Chris Reynolds, President, Andrew
Anker, Jeanne Carlson, Chris Ice, Dawn Neisser,
Marty Phelps, and Beverly Abbott, Executive Director.
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Online

Artist Responses to the Cancelation of the In-person Art Fair
This is a small sampling of the messages that poured in for Bev and Carrie when artists received notification that the 2021 In-person Art Fair was canceled.
Brett Varney-Painter: Thank You! Kings Mt has proven, once again, that you are the only event
that I have dealt with that truly understand the uncertain nature and dangers of the ongoing pandemic. I applaud your decision to hold an online only show, one more time, at least. All your reasoning you outline has been on top of my mind, BEFORE you called the closure of this years
show (including the wildfires that have been ravaging BC and WA, OR). Opening a show to the
mass public I’m afraid is still fraught with peril - including, inviting artists that have been exposed
to 1000’s of people at other events, just prior to your show. However, on a positive note, I do feel
that we will be getting together next September, for probably the best (most profitable) Kings Mt
art fair, ever. Thanks again for all your careful consideration for health and safety of all those involved in the show, including the public who would be attending.
Jack West-Wood Originals: Sad to hear, but a wise decision. Thank you for encouraging me to
take part in the online fair. Stay safe and well...today is a present.
Anja Broenink-Clothing: Sorry to read the very sad news. I, and I am sure everybody, was sooo
looking forward to be there again. What a tough decision you guys had to make and I understand; you don’t want to take risks and be the super spreader. We just have to wait it out. Glad
we are doing the online show. Take care and be safe!
Lindsay Marx-Ceramics: Thank you for the update. I respect the decision. Thank you all for everything! I do hope there will always be Kings Mountain Fairs in our future!
Kris Johnson-Silk: Thank you for the heads up. I will now switch gears, plan on setting up my
booth same as last year for the virtual fair. Air quality is currently 464 in Nevada City. The
evacuation order for the river fire (Colfax) has been partially lifted but the Dixie fire grew 100,000
acres today. Yes, that is not a typo! Even if COVID was not increasing, we have the issue of
smoke and fires.
Pamela Whitlock-Clothing: Richard and I anticipated this last week, so honestly, it comes as no
surprise and we applaud you for going ahead and cancelling the show (though we are indeed
sad not to be there). Here’s to 2022!
Gloria Lewis-Clothing: Yes, extremely disappointing. Maybe next year we will be back to normal. I
guess I have to wait to eat pancakes one more year... You guys have been working so hard for
the show, so even though it didn't work for me last year, I'm going to go ahead and do the online
show. We have to support each other during the hard times. So count me in.... Again, thank you
for all the time and effort.
Kara Raymond-Jewelry: SO sorry to hear about the cancellation... alas it does seem a wise choice
considering the health and safety issues. I would like to be added to the online fair. Thank you to
all there; for the effort on behalf of the keeping our beloved art fair alive.
Dennis Lillis-Wood: I cannot say this is entirely unexpected news. I will post some more photos on
the online fair. I want to thank you and the board for having the courage to make this difficult decision, but most especially thank you for all you’ve done to help me personally through the process of joining the other artisans representing their work in the KMAF venue. I will remain hopeful
for the return of a live venue next year.
Esther Barr-Metal Works: Thank you for making your decision now rather than a date closer to the
show. I hope everyone is doing well. I am looking forward to seeing you all virtually this year and
in person next year. Good things are worth waiting for.
Melissa West-Painter: A tough decision, but I think it's the right one. I would rather wait one more
year to gather in person than to hold the fair prematurely and cause harm to any member of the
community. Thank you for all you do. Fingers crossed for clearer sailing ahead!
Larry McKee-Artist: Under the terrible circumstances especially with the rise of the Delta variant, I
understand completely, but am very sad! Here at home I do not have any way to attend and be a
part of the on-line program you have arranged for all your wonderful artists! Our computer came
off the Titanic and there is no way with this antiquated computer can do that! I feel awful that I
cannot be a part of this on-line artist program and with my heart, I hope you understand!
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Seeking Volunteers for the Art Fair’s Online Information Booth
This position in the Online Information Booth is perfect for people
who enjoy interacting with artists and helping online guests with their
shopping. Working from socially distanced computers in the Community Center, volunteers will interact with artists and online fairgoers
using video and/or chat. Volunteers are welcome to bring their own
computers and/or headsets, or to use systems that will be set up in
the Community Center.
Shifts will run from 10:00 am to noon, noon to 2:00 pm, and 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm each day
of the fair (September 4, 5, and 6). Please send Barb Heydorn (b_heydorn@yahoo.com) an
email to sign up for specific days and shifts.
If you’d like to experience the online fair before committing to staff the information booth,
please join artists and volunteers for a practice session on Tuesday, August 24 at 10:00 am or
Thursday, August 26 at 2:00 pm. We encourage volunteers to arrive 30 minutes early (9:30 am
on Tuesday and 1:30 pm on Thursday) to get set up with a computer, headset, and basic information before we start the one-hour session with artists. Contact Barb b_heydorn@yahoo.com
to reserve a spot and let her know if you plan to bring your own computer or prefer have one
set up and waiting for you.
Don’t have time to attend the practice session? Not a problem; the system is easy to use
and volunteers will be on-site for each shift to answer questions.
If you’d like to get a preview of what the online fair looks like, several booths have already
been set up at https://my.boothcentral.com/v/events/kings-mountain-art-fair-2021/live.

King Mountain Online Gets a Redo
The Kings Mountain community web site was re-launched with new content and a new look
last month thanks to Jenn Soult and Joe “Rocky” Rockmore.
Thank you Jenn & Joe. Like the original developer, Werner
Glinka, the effort was entirely self-generated. Jenn told the Echo,
“We both just saw a need for our community to have an active and
current hub for all things Kings Mountain.” Joe added, years ago,
Werner took it on himself, with no prompting from anyone, developed the website, and maintained it for years, including paying for
the domain name and hosting. When he moved to Minneapolis,
he continued to maintain it and support our attempt to transition to another webmaster.
Asked how they became the developer “team” for the new KMO, Jenn said “Rocky”
reached out to me, knowing that we have a shared love of technology. Joe quickly quipped,
“There are some days when I don’t ‘love’ technology at all.” However, he admired her skills
and had enjoyed working with Jenn when both served as moderators of the now retired KM
Yahoo group.
The Joe/Jenn team did not just replicate Werner’s work, but used the rebuild as an opportunity to consider the website, think about what should and shouldn’t be on it, and how it could
be simply and effectively organized. The original site provided the reference about what was
important to include, then they worked together to find a format that also met new needs. Notably, these include Emergency Preparedness and a Community Resource list, which had been
building informally for some time with input from many neighbors. The KMO team welcomes
your comments and suggestions. They have had an outpouring of personal notes of appreciation from many residents.
Send suggestions to: webmaster@kingsmountainonline.com

-5-

MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on July 13, 2021
ATTENDANCE: Attending in Person: Frank Adams, Jon Fredrikson, Kim Ohlund, Meta Townsley, Jack
Rix, Joe Rockmore, Steve Johnson, Kathy Shubin, Jim Sullivan, Ann Gabrys, Tim German, Carrie
German, and Bill Goebner. Attending via Zoom: Tim Naylor, Ted Thayer, Hank Stern, and guest Kim
Ward.
Board President Frank Adams called the KMVFB meeting to order at approximately 7:30 pm.
IMMEDIATE BUSINESS:
Election of Officers: The Board elected Board officers for the one-year term ending in July 2022. Tim
Naylor was elected President, Kim Ohlund was elected Vice President, Ted Thayer was re-elected
Secretary, and Jon Fredrikson was re-elected Treasurer.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the June 8, 2021 Board
meeting were previously posted. The minutes were approved.
BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin reported that the Community
Center was closed during the first half of the month of June; therefore, there was only one use to report
for the month.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Jon Fredrikson submitted the June financial report electronically
earlier in the month. Several comments were received and addressed electronically from Board
Members. There was no follow up needed on the previously submitted comments and there were no
additional questions from the Board on the report.

KINGS MOUNTAIN CERT REPORT: Kim Ohlund briefed the Board that KM CERT had an in-person
meeting on July 10th. Twenty-five out of thirty-five current members attended the meeting, which was
held outside at the picnic tables. During the meeting, Hank Stern demonstrated the Smoke Point
application, and Frank Adams gave a training on the general mobile radio service units.
FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan delivered the monthly report for June 2021. The
department added one new graduate, Ken Barnard, from the recently completed fire academy last
month. The monthly response numbers for June were as follows:
Public assist

4

Vehicle accident

4

Medical aid

6

Firefighter standby

0

Vehicle fire

0

Smoke check

0

Structure fire

0

Vegetation fire

0

Water tender group response

5

Alarm sounding

1

Trash fire

0

Average # of Responders

5

Total # Responses for the Month

20

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response:

0

OLD BUSINESS:
Progress on Tree Removal Permit for Redwood Trees in Front of Apparatus Bays: Joe Rockmore
updated the Board on the status of the tree removal permit. The County is due to issue the permit on July
29th. Joe will notify the Board once there is a response to the permit application.
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Dead Tree Removal Prior to Art Fair: Jon Fredrikson briefed the Board on the status of bids to remove
dead tan oaks from the Community Center grounds prior to the Art Fair. These trees pose a potential
safety concern and fire hazard. Tree removal services will be asked to bid this work separately from the
removal of the redwood trees due to the need to expedite removal of the dead trees. The Board
unanimously approved the tree removal up to a total cost of $15,000.
Confirm the Opening of the Community Center: The Board discussed protocols that will be required
at the Community Center now that it has reopened. The board reaffirmed that the use of the Community
Center and grounds are subject to State of California and San Mateo County Health Orders and
protocols, and use of the facilities need to follow these Health Orders and protocols. Individuals that rent
and use the facilities may also require protocols in additional to those required by the State of California
and San Mateo County. The language in the contracts and general instructions available online will be
edited to reflect the requirement to meet State of California and San Mateo County Health Orders and
protocols.
Fire Fighter Plaque: Frank Adams reported that work continues on compiling past firefighter rolls for the
plaque.
Annual Declaration to the County: Tim Naylor briefed the Board on the status of filling the declaration
with the County.
NEW BUSINESS:
Art Fair Progress: The Board reviewed and discussed the status of planning for the fair.
Removal of Unnecessary and Unused Items from the Apparatus Bays: Chief Sullivan briefed the
Board on the need to remove unused items from the apparatus bays. The Board discussed what items
are unused, where to move items including radio equipment, and how to coordinate removal of items.
OTHER BUSINESS
Revision of Board Email List: Joe Rockmore briefed the Board that he had updated the Board’s Slack
account to reflect the recent departures and additions to the Board.
Annual Fire Extinguisher Service: Steve Johnson reported that annual fire extinguisher service for the
Community Center and the department will occur on July 22nd. Steve will pursue the possibility of having
a community fire extinguisher servicing day in the fall.
Departure of Board Members: It was the last meeting for Frank Adams and Joe Rockmore as current
Board Members. The Board thanked both Frank and Joe for their dedicated work on the Board.
MEETING ADJOURNED at approximately 8:20 pm. NEXT MEETING: August 10, 2021 at 7:30 pm.
Respectfully submitted, Ted Thayer, Secretary

Help Firefighters Locate New Wildland Fires Quickly
Download, Test, and Get Ready to Use Smoke Point
Alert residents may call 911 to report seeing wildfires, but the dispatch report often includes
ambiguous or even incorrect information about where the fire is, where the reporting party is, how far
away it is from them and in which direction the fire is. It is simply difficult to describe these critical
details accurately over the phone to 911 and over the radio to firefighters.
In partnership with the La Honda Fire Brigade, we are piloting a new mobile app named Smoke
Point that helps first responders in these critical first few minutes by giving members of the public the
ability to share the location, heading, and image data collected while they have the smoke or fire in
sight. These shared “readings” are made available directly to first responders, giving them more
accurate information on the likely location of the fire.
Please become familiar with Smoke Point by reading the Quick Start guide and downloading the
app from the Apple App Store (for iPhones) or the Google Play Store (for Android phones).
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Kings Mountain Fire Department in Action
July 2021
The Kings Mountain Fire Department responded to 29 emergency calls in July. An average of 4.6
KMFD firefighters attended each incident and there were no incidents without a KMFD response.
These are a few highlights of activities this month.
July 10. Kings Mountain CERT meeting in person for the first time in over 18 months. Twenty-five
out of thirty-five current members attended the meeting, which was held outside at the picnic tables.
Asst. Fire Chief Hank Stern
trained CERT volunteers on
locating wildfires using the
Smoke Point app (https://
smokepoint.app/home) to assist area Fire Depts. in quickly
locating fires. Frank Adams
gave a presentation on the
background and use of general mobile radio service
(GMRS) radios.
July 24. Boy Scouts Troop 42 from San Mateo worked on an Eagle Scout Project at KMFD Station
56 today. They built window and roof ventilation training props for KMFD Station 56. Thank you
Cameron (Eagle Scout candidate) and BSA Troop 42 San Mateo for completing the project. We appreciate your support and community service. Keep up to good work.

July 29. KMFD (E56 and
WT56) training at HMB Station 40 with Coastside Fire,
SM County Fire, CALFIRE
CZU and Woodside Fire Departments.
We very much appreciate the
multi-company drills and the
shared use of this first class
training tower/facility.
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Volunteers Clean Up Community Center Grounds
In mid-July, a dedicated crew of 24 people turned out to clear out several years of
branches and brush that had accumulated
on the Community Center grounds. The intent was to clean up the property for fire prevention and to beautify the grounds in advance of the Art Fair. The “Mountain Goat”
crew far exceeded expectations.
Tim and Carrie German brought in a
huge wood chipper and Tim worked tirelessly for most of the day, grinding up about
24 truckloads of branches and brush.
Area crews led by Bill Allan, Duane
Leveque and Dennis Ruby worked hard to lift
hundreds of large branches and logs into
three pickup trucks that were used to haul debris.
Considerable amounts of brush and branches remain at several
locations on the property, awaiting a tree service provider who will
grind it up after removing a number of dead tan oak trees on the
property.
Larry Mann, Linda Elliott and Pat Mann all helped to prepare a
hearty lunch for the hungry workers.
Team leader Bill Allan penned a note saying, “What a great
day! So many people working so hard today. I made some phone
calls and brought in some friends who were happy to help because they know our community. Dave Merin and his son Kyle
along with Adam Atkinson are all good friends of mine who are always up for an adventure. Adam Atkinson also knows of our community and worked with beverage acquisition in past years with Dennis and others. He
could have not been happier to help out today. We all went home tired, sore and
happy. What a great feeling to be able to call some friends who will drop what they are
doing and make a difference for our community.”
All these people deserve a big
round of applause for their great
work: Bev Abbott, Bill Allan, Adam
Atkinson, Andy Beyer, Hassan
Dafir, George Dale, Linda Elliott,
Erica Fredrikson, Carrie German,
Tim German, Hiep Ho, Duane
Leveque, Jan Leveque, Larry
Mann, Pat Mann, Dave Merin,
Kyle Merin, Ernesto Mesa, Cindy
Pit, Jack Rix, Dennis Ruby, Kathy
Shubin, and Jennifer Turi.
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Kings Mountain Fire Department

Wildfire Evacuation Guidelines
Please read carefully

1. BEFORE –Prepare for Evacuation
Around your home
• Make sure you have a defensible space around you
house and property www.readyforwildfire.org/
• Clear leaves and other debris from gutters, eaves,
porches and decks. This prevents embers from
igniting your home.
• Remove dead vegetation and other items from under your deck/porch and within 10 feet of the
house.
• Remove flammable materials (firewood, propane
tanks, furniture, door mats, toys, trash cans)
within 30 feet of your home’s foundation and outbuildings, including garages and sheds. Place
them inside the house if necessary.
• Connect garden hoses to outside water valves for
use by firefighters. Fill any pools, hot tubs, garbage cans, tubs, or other large containers with
water and place them around the house.
• Seal attic and ground vents with pre-cut plywood or commercial seals.
• Install dual-sensor smoke alarms on each level of your home, and in each bedroom. Be sure to
test the alarms monthly and change the batteries at least once each year.
• Have charged fire extinguishers available close to the kitchen and other fire sources (BBQ, fireplace). Teach each family member how to use a fire extinguisher and show them where they
are located.
• Review your homeowner's insurance policy and also prepare/update
an inventory of your home's contents.
• Back your car into the driveway/garage with vehicle loaded and all
doors and windows closed. Carry car keys with you.
• Have a ladder available and place it at the corner of the house for firefighters to quickly access your roof.
• Patrol your property and monitor the fire situation. Don’t wait for an
evacuation order if you feel threatened.
• Check on neighbors and make sure they are preparing to leave.
• Place lawn sprinklers on the roof and near aboveground fuel tanks.
Use sprinklers to wet these structures as long as possible. Don’t leave
sprinklers on or water running when you have evacuated; they can affect critical water pressure.
• If you have gas-powered pumps for water, make sure they are fueled,
operational, and ready.
• Disconnect any automatic garage door openers so that doors can still
be opened by hand if the power goes out, but keep the door closed.
• Clear driveway access to your house (at least 20 feet wide) to insure
safe access and exiting for fire apparatus.

-10-

In your home
• Shut all windows and doors, leaving them unlocked (if you are comfortable). This allows
emergency personnel to easily enter the structure in an emergency situation.
• Move flammable furniture to the center of the room, away from windows and doors.
• Remove flammable window shades, lightweight curtains, and close metal shutters.
• Turn off propane tanks; turn off pilot lights.
• Leave your lights on so firefighters can see your house under smoky conditions.
• Shut off the heating and air conditioning.
• Close all doors inside the house to prevent drafts. Open the damper on your fireplace, but
close the fireplace screen.

Creating an emergency plan
• Stay aware of the latest news and updates from local media and fire department. Have family, home and pets prepared to evacuate. Monitor social media.
• Sign up for notifications from the San Mateo County Alert System:smcsheriff.com/smcalert
• Assemble an emergency supply kit and place it in your car.
• Develop an emergency evacuation plan and practice it with everyone in your home.
• Plan two ways out of your neighborhood and designate a meeting place outside of the hazard
area.
• Arrange temporary
housing at a friend
or relative’s home
outside the threatened area in case
you need to evacuate.
• Wear protective clothing when outside –
sturdy shoes, cotton or wool clothes,
long pants, a longsleeved shirt, gloves and a handkerchief to protect your face.

Animals
• Locate your pets and keep them nearby.
• Prepare farm animals for transport and think about moving them to a safe location early.
• Have a To-Go bag for your pets, to include a separate animal carrier for each animal.

2. DURING - Immediate Evacuation Required
Communication
• You may be advised or ordered to evacuate via a reverse 911 telephone call, directly by
emergency first responders, a neighbor, radio/TV, social media, or notification via the San
Mateo County Alert System (text/e-mail). Check San Mateo County Zonehaven for most up-todate evacuation orders and map. community.zonehaven.com
• If advised to evacuate, do so immediately. Take your emergency kit, pets, and choose an escape route away from the fire hazard. You may be advised of the escape route with your
evacuation orders.
• You may be directed to temporary assembly areas to await transfer to a safe location.

-11-

• Stay informed of weather and fire
conditions forecast.weather.gov
This may impact your evacuation
timing and escape route. Watch
for changes in the speed and direction of the fire and smoke.
• Inform someone of when you left
and where you are going.
• If you see a wildfire and haven't received evacuation orders yet, call 911. Don't assume that
someone else has already called. Describe the location of the fire, speak slowly and
clearly, and answer any questions asked by the dispatcher.

Evacuation
• Leave as early as possible, before you’re told to evacuate. Do not linger once evacuation orders have been given. Promptly leaving your home and neighborhood clears roads for firefighters to get equipment in place to fight the fire.
• Ensure your emergency kit is in your vehicle.
• Cover-up to protect against heat and flying embers. Wear long pants, long sleeve shirt (100%
cotton preferable), heavy shoes/boots, cap, dry bandanna for face cover, and goggles or
glasses. • Locate your pets and take them and their To-Go kit with you.
• Evacuation driving visibility may be significantly reduced. Be prepared for multiple hazards
(emergency vehicles, downed trees, downed power lines, other vehicles, pedestrian traffic).
• Do not block the roadway. Keep clear for other evacuees and emergency vehicles.
• If it is not safe to evacuate, shelter in-place in your home. Advise 911 of your status.

3. AFTER – Returning Home
• Continue to listen to news updates for information about the fire.
• Return home only when authorities say it is safe to do so.
• Be alert for downed power lines and other road hazards. Avoid damaged or fallen power
lines, poles and downed wires.
• Use caution when entering burned areas as hazards may still exist, including hot spots, which
can flare up without warning.
• Check propane tanks, regulators, and lines before turning gas on. If you are not sure or qualified to turn on propane and re-light pilot lights, do not turn on gas until a qualified service
representative provides a service visit.
• Check your residence carefully for hidden embers or smoldering fires.
• For several hours after the fire, maintain a "fire watch." Re-check for smoke and sparks
throughout the house, including the attic.
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• If you detect heat or smoke when entering a damaged building, evacuate immediately and
call 911.
• Watch for ash pits and mark them for safety – warn family and neighbors to keep clear of the
pits also.
• Watch animals closely and keep them under your direct control. Hidden embers and hot
spots could burn your pets’ paws or hooves.
• Remain calm, pace yourself, and listen carefully to what people are telling you, and deal with
urgent situations first.
• Contact your insurance company if there is any damage.

Don’t let this happen
on Kings Mountain!
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Kings Mountain Association Message
In lieu of meeting minutes since there was no July 2021 meeting, we would like to remind our
community of the following information. KMA's next Board Meeting will be held on August 11, 2021,
at 7 pm. Watch Groups.io for details.
The current KMA Board consists of our following neighbors:
Linda Elliott - Director
Joanne Howard - Director
David Kaufman - Director
Larry Mann - Director
Betsy Rix - Vice President
Ben Rosner - Director
Marlene Scherer Stern - President
Amber Steele - Secretary
Jenn Soult - Treasurer
Holly Winnen - Director
We would like to acknowledge our outgoing President Jenn Soult for her years of dedication and
service to our community. Under her leadership as President, our membership has grown and
despite the COVID challenges we have increased our speaker series and level of involvement. Also,
a big thank you to Eric Soult, an outgoing board member who has completed his terms of service and
is rotating off the board. He most recently served as Treasurer for the KMA Board.
Be sure to check out the recently updated https://kingsmountainonline.com. Under the KMA
section, you can access recordings of many of the speaker events of the past year.
We are looking forward to resuming live events as soon as possible.
For questions or comments, feel free to reach out to KMA@kingsmountainonline.com

Fire Extinguisher Day – Saturday, September 18, 2021
The Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Department is sponsoring a Community Fire Extinguisher
Service Day on Saturday, September 18, from 10 am to 1:00 pm.
Anyone who has a refillable fire extinguisher can get it
serviced and refilled for $10.00, including a one-year
warranty. Gerboth Fire Extinguishers will also have
refurbished 10 pound commercial grade extinguishers for
sale for $20. Gerboth is the company that services the Fire
Brigade’s extinguishers. I will be there to assist the Gerboth
technician and answer any questions.
Not all fire extinguishers are refillable. If it says “nonrefillable” or “Discard and Replace,” you may need a new
extinguisher. Most extinguishers with a plastic body are not
re-fillable.
The servicing will be done at the back of the community
center parking lot.
If you have any questions, please contact Steve Johnson at sfjohns@pacbell.net or call 650 8518447.
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Kings Mountain
Garden Club

Garden Club News
August 2021
by Jean Farmwald, Garden Club President

Container Gardening
This month the Garden Club will focus on container gardening. There are many books, magazines and websites that
can help you get started.
A few of the many benefits:
- Containers can provide flower gardening for balcony living and
small areas
- Containers gopher proof (YES!)
- Watering and fertilizing are easier to control
- Pots can be moved to a different location if needed or desired
(especially if the pot is on a wheeled base)
- It's easier to control weeds
Planning and maintenance to potted pots include:
- Consider the size and shape of the container per plant(s)
- Making sure the drainage hole(s) remain functioning (very
important)
- Choose a higher quality soil specifically for potted plants
- Every 2-3 years the soil needs to be replaced or amended

Pensteman and Rock Puslane behind

The possibilities of plant choice and artistic design are endless. Here are a few potted plants
that have been successful:

Parrots Beak

Maple Tree
Fushia
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August 2021 School News
The pandemic constrained summer is ending and we are happy to report that Kings
Mountain Elementary School will return to in person and on campus learning on Thursday, August 12th. Safety protocols will dictate some differences but the essentials, an
academically challenging core curriculum, nurturing teachers, and our creative handson project-based learning environment, remain in place.
Sixty students are enrolled for the 2021-2022 school year. Cabrillo will comply with
California Dept. of Public Health rules requiring masks be worn in the classroom.
Thus, everyone will be masked and classroom desk configurations have been
changed to increase the space between children. In addition, students will use the
Hazel Health app to sign in before being driven to school. This Telehealth technology,
which has been widely adopted by schools all over the US, sends a morning report to
school. Students follow the app health instructions for check in and it generates a purple smiley face showing that the student has been cleared to attend school. Students
will bring a screen shot of their Hazel Health report daily before being allowed to enter.
No one other than school employees and students will be allowed on campus. The
Coastside District will also provide independent study as an alternative track for families who request it. The state will reassess its masking rules this fall, no later than Nov.
1st. That will allow Cabrillo to adjust masking policy if the state health department adjusts its policies to changing case metrics. New this year…free hot lunches for every
KMES student. Parents will select from menu options in advance for the food, which
will be delivered daily. Lunch tables outside have been spread out for more distancing
between students while eating.
Cancellation of the in-person KMAF dealt a blow to our parent group (KMAP) who
will have no cookie booth receipts this year. In a letter to parents, KMAP President Amber Stariha expressed confidence that KMAP will be able to raise the money needed to
fund enrichment programming planned for the year. That includes covering the partial
salary of our third teacher, the full cost of an aide serving all classrooms, a new Tk-3
science specialist, classroom supply stipends and changing perspectives awareness
curriculum. Their full commitment is $103,000. The Echo hopes neighbors will generously support our excellent reopened school; just hit the KMES donate button at the
Kings Mountain Art Fair Online website while shopping for fantastic artists’ offerings
during the Labor Day Weekend.

You can also donate directly to the Kings Mountain Associated Parents at this website address: kmap.us/donate. The KMAP is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization with
Tax ID # 90-0419067.
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We will be keeping the Community Center spaces available for Kings Mountain Art Fair Online operational needs.
Movie Nights in person will resume in October. Until then, please enjoy these picks for your viewing pleasure at home.

This month we turn our attention to foreign films. While there are a lot of great titles that
have gotten well deserved acclaim (8½, Jules and Jim, Wild Strawberries, Yojimbo and
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon are just a few that come to mind) here are some less well
known ones that are also worth seeing.
Ida. Last month we wrote about Cold War by the Polish director Pawel Pawlikowski in our
ode to black-and-white films. He makes this month’s list as well, with his 2013 offering Ida,
set in Poland in 1962. It tells the story of a young woman who was orphaned as a child and
who is about to take her vows as a Catholic nun, when she learns from her aunt that her
parents were Jewish. She and the aunt go on a road trip to learn her family’s devastating
history. Ida has gorgeous cinematography (also in stunning black-and-white) and delivers its
deeply felt emotional content with subtlety. Winner of the 2015 Academy Award for Best
Foreign Language Film. (Amazon Prime).
Let the Right One In. This 2008 Swedish horror pic got a U.S. remake in 2010 (Let Me In).
In this case the original wins out. Set in the 1980’s, it tells the story of Oskar, a 12-year-old
boy who gets bullied at school and whose new friend, a young girl, turns out to be a vampire. The film explores the relationship between the two in novel ways and manages to keep
us on the edge of our seats at every suspenseful twist and turn. (Hulu, Amazon Prime).
Atlantics. The directorial debut of Mati Diop, Atlantics is a stunning combination of social realism and fantasy that addresses the topic of global migration while managing to remain
rooted in reality. Set in Senegal, it is at various turns a love story, a mystery and supernatural spellbinder. In 2019 Diop made history as the first Black female director to compete for
the Palme d’Or at the Cannes Film Festival, and the film won the Festival’s Grand Prix. One
can only happily imagine where she will go from here. (Netflix).
Pain and Glory. This 2019 offering from the always entertaining Pedro Almodóvar gives Antonio Banderas a chance to shine in one of his best roles ever. He plays an aging Spanish
director who, at the end of a long career, reunites with the star of one of his early successes.
He and the actor had a falling out and the reunion is not without difficulties. The director also
vividly recalls his impoverished childhood, and these flashback scenes (starring Penelope
Cruz as his mother) are mesmerizing. Ever since he burst on the scene in the early ‘80s,
Almodóvar has been a highly creative, thought provoking auteur. This film not only lives up
to those standards, it exceeds them. (Hulu, Amazon Prime).
Others of note: The Death of Stalin, a political black comedy with a savagely satirical bite
(Britain, France, Belgium, 2017); Shoplifters (Japan, 2018) about a dysfunctional family
who shoplifts to get by and who takes in a young girl, with dire results. Enjoy!
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Marty’s

Mountain

Musings

August 2021
by Marty Eisenberg

The Echo is offering an alternative “Musing” for Marty this month. As you might imagine, returning to
producing the In-person Art Fair on the Mountain had all Art Fair Chairpersons, and especially Marty,
thinking about how to meet high expectations with somewhat changed circumstances.
Rather than let him take a pass on Marty’s Mountain Musings this month, we decided our readers
would appreciate some of his great cooking tips and a recipe from a past issue. (We know many of you
rip Marty’s column out of your Echo to save his recipes and tips). This one is a favorite that aims to
please both carnivores and plant eaters among our readers; Marty said, “For this yummy dish I have to
thank “Lucetti’s on 25th”, a family operated trattoria in San Mateo. The offering is not on the printed
menu but informed patrons can request it at lunchtime. It’s spaghetti and marinara or meat sauce but
without the spaghetti! A generous helping of wilted spinach takes the place of pasta! The following instructions are long because several options are offered. However, whatever parts you choose, they’re
easy and very forgiving!”

Spaghetti and Marinara or Meat Sauce (without the spaghetti)
MAKE THE MARINARA SAUCE:
Ingredients
2 – 28oz cans of whole tomatoes (San Marzano are
best!)
2 tablespoons minced garlic
3 tablespoons olive oil
1/2 cup dry red wine
1 tablespoon dried oregano
1 teaspoon dried thyme (if using fresh thyme or
oregano, double amounts above)
¼ cup fresh chopped basil
In a 3-quart pot or Dutch oven, lightly sauté the garlic
in the olive oil, just ‘til fragrant. (Don’t let garlic brown; it
becomes very bitter!) Add all the remaining ingredients,
cover and simmer for an hour or so stirring regularly,
breaking up the tomatoes. (Add water to thin slightly if
necessary during cooking.) Salt & pepper to taste.
IF YOU WANT MEAT SAUCE:
Ingredients
1 tablespoon chopped garlic
1 medium yellow onion, diced
1 tablespoon olive oil
½ lb ground beef
¼ lb ground veal
¼ lb ground pork
(Using the 3 ground meats together makes a flavorful
sauté for adding to the marinara for a yummy
meat sauce.)
Heat the oil in a medium skillet. Add the onion and
sauté until soft and beginning to brown and
caramelize.
Add the garlic and continue to sauté a minute or two ‘til
fragrant
Add the ground meats and break into small pieces as it
browns. Add salt & pepper to taste while
cooking. Sauté the mixture until the meat is
nearly cooked through. Add to the marinara
sauce and simmer 15 minutes for the flavors
to meld.

IF YOU WANT MEATBALLS:
Ingredients
½ lb ground beef; ¼ lb ground veal; ¼ lb ground pork
1 teaspoon minced garlic
½ cup grated Romano cheese
¼ cup chopped fresh parsley
1 cup breadcrumbs (or rice crumbs if you’re glutenfree)
1 egg
½ teaspoon salt & ½ teaspoon pepper
Preheat oven to 350-degrees
Combine all the ingredients in a bowl RESERVING ½
cup bread/rice crumbs to roll the balls in
before baking. The mixture should be fairly
firm, not mushy. If mushy, add some more
bread/rice crumbs. Shape the meat mixture
into balls of desired size and roll the balls in
the remaining crumbs. Set the balls on a
greased baking dish or pan (or use
parchment paper and skip the oil). Bake 30 to
45 minutes depending on size of the
meatballs.
FOR THE SPINACH:
Ingredients
10-12 oz fresh spinach per person/serving
1 clove garlic per serving, slivered
1 – 2 teaspoons olive oil
Remove any thick stems from the spinach leaves;
wash the spinach, leave it a little moist
In a large skillet, heat the oil; add the slivered garlic
and sauté ‘til fragrant. Add the spinach leaves
and sauté, turning often until fully wilted.
Transfer to serving bowls.
Top the wilted spinach with the sauce you’ve made;
marinara for the “vegetalians”; meat sauce
and/or meatballs for the “carnivores”.
Everybody’s happy! It’s yummy and the
spinach has a fraction the calories of pasta!
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