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Hello Neighbors:
This issue has lots of news about doings in our community and invitations for your participation,
but your editor is compelled to begin with YIPPEE level good news. The Mountain House reopens
on June 9th with 5 pm to 9 pm hours Wednesday through Sunday. Jerry Olson messaged the Echo
saying, “The past year has brought many changes and hopefully we can get back to some sort of
normality. We are going to reopen on somewhat of a smaller scale, as we do not have enough staff
to fully reopen. There will be minimal tables available for seating until we are able to get more staff.”
There is a noted new Chef, Paul Miller who has put his personal stamp on the reopening menu.
“Chef Paul has worked in several fine local Bay Area restaurants and private clubs, including Martins West, Sent Sovi, and The Los Gatos Brewing Company. His Menus strive to elevate Comfort
Foods and update the Classics across many Cuisines. With our new menus and our new chef, we
are collectively calling this The Mountain House Version 2.0. With limited seating, reservations are
recommended.” Neighbors can make them online at https://www.themountainhouse.com.
Bev Abbott’s Art Fair update is also encouraging. In the face of event cancellations by the
Pumpkin Festival and Sausalito, the KMAF board has given its full support to holding both an onsite and virtual Art Fair as long as California and SM County health regulations continue to allow
outdoor events of our size. Fair Chairpersons are already planning for anticipated volunteer needs.
Carrie German’s call out for Artist Hosts (page 2) begins the annual round up of residents and
friends to fill volunteer positions. Please, mark your calendars for Sept. 4-6, and be ready sign up
for shifts in your favorite Art Fair job.
Save the date and plan to Zoom attend both the June 16 and June 24 KMA Speaker Series
events (page 7). Neighbors can become better prepared for the “Mushrooms and Fungi on the
Mountain” speaker by watching an Amazon feature entitled Fantastic Fungi which is among Jack
Rix picks on page 13. KMA’s decades long contact with SFPUC executive Tim Ramirez gave our
community the chance to hear first-hand the latest information about the Ridge Trail Southern Extension and the fuel break project. This will be a great opportunity to ask questions about both these
important developments.
KMES has launched another class of outstanding graduates and we are getting a new teacher
who is a KMES graduate herself (pages 8-9).
The Neighborhood Chipping program will take place July 13th. Please see Larry Mann’s
Groups.io posting for neighborhoods that can take advantage of this opportunity.
The Echo sadly draws your attention to the passing of long time resident Cherri Buffa. The Echo
asked her family for the brief summary of her interesting life and many accomplishments. A celebration of life will be held at the Buffa home on June 19th.
Stay well & stay engaged,
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist

2021 Art Fair -- Updated Planning Status
by Bev Abbott, Kings Mountain Art Fair Executive Director
Data and trends continue to look good for an in-person Fair!
If all goes well, Art Fair 2021 will be in-person and online!
The Art Fair Board met on May 25th and determined that we
should move forward with enthusiasm and caution. Although
there is always a risk that circumstances will change substantially
by late August, we have decided to proceed as if we will be able to have an in-person fair in
2021. Art Fair Chairs will meet on June 6 to review plans and issues.
We are still constrained by what the County and
State Health Departments will allow. Right now, the
Governor has said that California will be open by
June 15th and a review of what their guidelines
might be suggests that it makes sense to plan for an
in-person fair now. Of course, we will be prepared to
suspend any planning if the guidelines change.
Planning continues for the online fair as well.
Running an online fair alongside an in-person fair
allows us to remain available to those customers who found the online fair more accessible and
of course, it gives us an option to pivot to solely an online fair if there are safety concerns.
Eileen Fredrikson has agreed to head up our “Creative Content” Team this year – the team that
creates the “movie” that will stream in the window of our online fair. This change leaves Eileen
Kim, our Creative Content lead last year, free to move back to Zero Waste. To create this
year’s movie, Eileen Fredrikson will be recruiting new talent as well as utilizing the stars from
last year.
Our Marketing Team has created our ad for Art Fair 2021. We can’t wait for you to see the
“post card”, which is now digital. We are probably going with a digital ad only again this year
due to cost and the fact that so much of our marketing is digital now.
If you have questions, feel free to contact Bev Abbott, Art Fair ED at bjkabbott@aol.com.

Host an Artist! Can you Help?
by Carrie German, Kings Mountain Art Fair Administrative Assistant
In preparation for possibly having an in-person Art Fair, we would like to be able to give our
artists as much good news as possible. In the past, many neighbors have opened their homes
to the artists with overnight accommodations. I'm hoping that you might be interested in doing
this.
Our artists are low-maintenance. The amount of hospitality you extend is up to you. Accommodations can include parking for a self-contained RV, a place to pitch a tent with access to a
bathroom, a spare bedroom, or a sofa in the living room. Close proximity to the Fair grounds,
shuttle stop or if you're going to be on the grounds all day anyway and can give a ride is a plus.
This place to stay amenity is sometimes the financial or stress make-or-break for artists attending our show. If you are interested, please let me know what your conditions are: vaccine
required; length of vehicle preferred; type of accommodation; etc. To sign up or for more information, please contact Carrie German carrieg2@aol.com or at 650 851-4198 (no texts).
Hosting is an excellent opportunity to get to know our artists! Please volunteer to host!
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Kings Mountain Fire Department in Action
May 2021
The Kings Mountain Fire Department responded to 31 emergency calls in May. This is
a sample of the many incidents.
May 7. KMFD responded with other emergency services to a single vehicle accident
with injuries on Skyline, just north of Kings
Mountain Road.

May 8. KMFD answered
a call with other emergency service teams to
render medical assistance to a cyclist injured
on Tunitas Creek Road,
3 miles west of Skyline.

May 30. Along with other emergency services, KMFD responded to a solo cyclist
accident on Kings Mountain Road, 3 miles
east of Skyline. One patient was transported to the hospital.
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on May 11, 2021
ATTENDANCE: Attending via Zoom: Jon Fredrikson, Ted Thayer, Kim Ohlund, Frank Adams, Joe
Rockmore, Tim Naylor, Steve Johnson, Jason Oldendorp, Kathy Shubin, Hank Stern, Jim Sullivan, Ann
Gabrys, Matt King, Tim German, and guest, Kim Ward.
Frank Adams called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:30 pm.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the April 13, 2021
Board meeting were posted to Slack and approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Jon Fredrikson submitted the April financial report electronically
earlier in the month. There were no questions from the Board on the report.

BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: The Community Center was closed because of California stayat-home orders and no uses of the building occurred during April.

KINGS MOUNTAIN CERT REPORT: Kim Ohlund briefed the Board on the May 4th Zoom meeting.
Steve Johnson did a presentation on CPR at the meeting, and CERT is working with Steve to plan a
future CPR training with KM CERT. CalFire webinars, the Smoke Point App, and radio communications
were also discussed at the meeting. CERT is hoping to have an in person meeting in July, depending on
State of California and San Mateo County Health Orders.

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the April 2021 report.
Medical aid

8

Vehicle accident

2

Public assist

7

Firefighter standby

1

Vehicle fire

0

Smoke check

3

Structure fire

0

Vegetation fire

1

Hazardous materials

0

Rescue

0

Water tender group response

3

Alarm sounding

0

Trash Fire

0

Total # of Responses

25

Average # of responders

4.4

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response: 0

OLD BUSINESS:
When to Open Community Center: The board reaffirmed that the use of the Community Center and
grounds are subject to State of California and San Mateo County Health Orders and protocols; to open
the Community Center at this time would pose a risk to the community and the Brigade due to the current
status of these Orders. Neighboring Cities (San Mateo and Redwood City) are requiring that facility
rentals remain closed. For these reasons, it was determined that the Community Center should remain
closed until the County Health Orders are changed to permit its use. The Board also discussed future
coordination with the Art Fair Board regarding the 2021 Art Fair.
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Progress on Tree Removal Permits: Joe Rockmore submitted the application for tree removal to the
County. It was anticipated to take two to four weeks for the application to be reviewed by County staff.
Joe has reached out to County staff to clarify portions of the application and to determine the status of
the permit. Joe will update the Board when there is a response to the permit application.
Nominating Committee for Election of Board Members: Ted Thayer updated the Board on the status
of the search for new Board members to replace two members who have reached the end of their term
limits. Ted and Tim Naylor have reached out to potential members and have two interested nominees.
Ted briefed the Board on each of the nominees. The two nominees will be invited to attend the June 8th
meeting for discussion and potential election to the Board.
Woodside-Portola Valley Fire Protection Foundation: Jon followed up with the Foundation to submit
a request to fund the purchase of an EagleAir Breathing Air Compressor, with fill station and ASME air
storage cylinders. Chief Sullivan indicated that this compressor would be a major equipment addition to
the Fire Department and would significantly increase the Department’s efficiency.
NEW BUSINESS:
Annual Declaration to the County: Chief Sullivan briefed the Board on the background of the
declaration. Tim Naylor discussed preparation of the declaration and the process for filing with the
County.
Fire Fighter Plaque: Frank Adams, Jon Fredrikson, and the Board discussed the status of the effort to
mount a plaque in the Community Center commemorating former Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire
Fighters. The Board will continue to work on past firefighter rolls, format, and other considerations.
Fire Safe San Mateo Grant Request: Frank Adams briefed the Board on the status of a letter
supporting a grant request by a group on south Skyline Blvd to fund the Emergency Evacuation Route
Fire Safety Project along south Skyline.
IAC Report: Steve Johnson briefed the Board on the IAC report. The Fire Brigade investments are doing
well, and the accounts were bolstered by tremendous community support this year.
OTHER ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS OR AUDIENCE: None
Community Center Garden Update: Steve Johnson reported that work will be occurring in the
Community Center garden to replace a dead dogwood tree and several other plants.
MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:17 pm. NEXT MEETING: June 8, 2021 at 7:30 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Ted Thayer, Secretary

For more information, please contact chief@kmfd.org
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Kings Mountain Association Board Meeting
Wednesday, May 12, 2021
The May KMA Board Meeting was held online via Zoom.

Board Members & KMA Members Present: Linda Elliott, Joanne Howard, David Kaufman, Larry Mann,
Betsy Rix, Eric Soult, Amber Steele, Marlene Stern. Regrets: Ben Rosner, Jenn Soult. Guests: Eileen
Fredrikson (Echo), Hank Stern, and Kim Ward. The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm.
Approval of Minutes: The April minutes were approved online and published in the May Echo.
Treasurer’s Report: Eric reported on our bank balance and new memberships. It was reported that the Board
voted by email to make a donation of $500 toward the funeral expenses of Victor Reyes, who for many years
kept the Community Center clean. The Board discussed future donations and expressions of condolence and
decided to made decisions on a case-by-case basis. Linda volunteered to coordinate this process.
Task Force on Civic Engagement: At the April KMA meeting, it was decided that more work was needed on
the third recommendation, which was to develop a reporter system for community members to focus on
particular entities and agencies, and report to the community. It was decided that the best course of action is
to “start small” with a few reporters. It was moved and approved that Betsy will focus on the SFPUC, which
supervises the watershed, and Holly will focus on the sheriff’s department and see that regular updates are
brought to the community. It was also noted in the discussion that many community members have expressed
hesitance about posting on the Groups.io because of inflammatory comments. KMA will continue to bring
information to the community via Groups.io with the goal of fostering a wide and productive discourse and
work on responding as a board or as individual board members to Groups.io comments, when appropriate, in
a timely and thoughtful manner.
Speaker Events: Local mycologist George Coughey will be doing a zoom presentation on local fungi on
Wednesday, June 16th. The San Mateo County Parks Department has expressed interest in presenting their
plans for a firebreak and forest health project that is scheduled to start on July 1. Information about the project
will also be posted on Groups.io. Other speaker ideas that came up were a composting workshop, and a
candidates’ forum for the county board of supervisors later this year.
Fire Safe San Mateo: Marlene has been coordinating the effort with volunteers from Fire Safe San Mateo to
show Kings Mtn Support for their state grant application for a shaded fuel break. KMA wrote a joint letter with
KMVFB and several other local community organizations also wrote letters, as did many individuals. Many
signatures were also collected on the Change.Org petition.
New Board Slate: The new KMA Board elects its’ officers following the certification of results from the May
member vote which filled open Board seats. All officer positions are open, and the election for the next slate of
officers will be held at the June KMA Board meeting.
Mail Theft: KMA’s response to the ongoing problem of mail theft was addressed. It was agreed that the Board
would explore organizing a bulk purchase of locking mailboxes with a discount for community members.
Joanne will speak to the local postmaster and seek information that could benefit Kings Mountain residents.
She will also inquire about having the postmaster address the community directly at a speaker event.
Comcast: Joanne presented information of current interest to our community. Broadband expansion has been
mentioned as part of the Infrastructure Bill, but details are not yet available. Joanne provided the following
information: Emergency Broadband Benefit from the Federal Communications Commission can provide a
discount of up to $50 per month for eligible households: http://GetEmergencyBroadband.org and Internet
Essentials from Comcast Internet is available at a cost of $9.95 per month if you are eligible for public
assistance programs, live where Comcast is provided, are not an existing Infinity customer, and have no
outstanding debt to Comcast http://internetessentials.com
The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 pm.
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KMA Speaker Series Presents
Two New Speaker Events in June
Both of these events will be held on Zoom; log in instructions will be posted on Groups.io.

Mushrooms and Fungi on the Mountain (and beyond)
Wednesday, June 16
George Caughey, an amateur mycologist and Woodside resident, has stalked and photographed mushrooms
and other SF Peninsula fungi for more than three decades.
The interactive virtual program will include a lecture/slide
overview of mushroom basics and fungi important to Bay
Area palates and ecosystems. Don’t miss it.

What’s Happening in the
San Francisco Watershed
An Update and Information Session

Thursday, June 24
Tim Ramirez, who many of us met
at his Bay Area Ridge Trail presentation a few years ago, will return to
update us on the ongoing fuel break
project and the next steps in planning
the proposed ridge trail extension.
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June 2021 School News
The 2020-2021 school year closed with our “traditional” KMES graduation ceremony, held outdoors on the school grounds, Thursday, June 3rd. The year itself,
including distance learning, zoom lessons, hybrid in-person and distance classes was
anything but “traditional.” Still, teacher, parent, and student co-operation remained high
and all classes completed their curriculum subject matter with abundant KMES enrichment teaching as usual.
Class Reports
TK/K/1 applied project-based learning to explore how we use light and sound to communicate different kinds of feelings without words. Students studied light by creating kaleidoscopes, making sun prints, writing sensory, rebus, shape, and personification poetry as well as finger painting Sinbad the Sailor artwork. First grade performed Hare and Tortoise Readers Theater for their classmates. Everyone finished
the year by learning new Performing Arts interactive games.
2/3 completed the plays that they wrote, directed, and performed very creatively.
Students learned about what makes a civilization by creating their own "worlds"
with (2) different civilizations. To do this, they had to create a writing system, explain what people ate for food, how they grew crops, and the types of jobs the people in their civilization might do. In the last full week of school, students finished
their reading assessments and did some reflection about their experiences during
the past year.
4/5: Students completed their state reports by creating a poster displaying drawings, photos and writing about those aspects of their chosen state that
make it unique. The Fifth graders scheduled Spirit
Week with some fun opportunities to get creative.
Sport Day, Silly Hair Day, Twin Day and Talking
Gibberish Day put a celebratory spin on the last full week of school.
The final week of school included a 5th grade class hike on the Whittemore Trail
from Purisima to the Coast, plus a pool party at Henrik Ibsen Park. Both added
memory-making closure to their years at KMES for this year’s graduates.
KMES bid a very fond farewell to 2/3 teacher, Tyler Elliott who is relocating. He
messaged Kings Mountain Families, this closing sentiment; “I want to thank you all for
the amazing three years I have had working with your kids on the mountain. It has
been an invaluable experience and one that I will never forget. From the moment I first
visited KMES, I knew that this school would be a special place to teach, to grow, and
learn. I will miss KMES tremendously and will never forget all the amazing moments I
shared with your kids, the staff, and the families. Have a great summer and I wish you
all the best in your future adventures, wherever they might take you. Thank you for the
memories.” -Tyler Elliott
The Echo is very pleased to announce that Kate Berkowitz has accepted the 2/3
teaching position vacated by Mr. Elliott. Kate is an accomplished teacher who will
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transfer from Farallon View Elementary to begin at KMES in the fall. More importantly,
Ms. Berkowitz is a mountain resident who attended KMES for grades 2-5. Kate told the
Echo, “I was an extremely shy child, and struggled academically and socially at a larger
CUSD school. My parents made the decision to transfer schools to provide me a
smaller, quieter setting. I loved school from that moment on. It was a perfect fit.” We will
publish a full interview with Ms. Berkowitz in the July Echo.
Graduation Ceremony
A procession of nine
students, Brady Baer,
Owen Bennett, Sophie
Freestone, Nicholas Naylor,
Kaylani Ober, Luke Pedersen, Caitlyn Sorensen, Ava
Stariha, and Payton
Whelen filed from their 5th
grade classroom to the
graduation stage on June
3rd. Their teacher, Maile
Springer, surprised the
grads with special Kings
Mountain Elementary
School Masks to wear the morning of graduation. The ceremony was short but heartfelt
with each graduate giving a speech about their experiences and memories from KMES.
A proud audience, restricted to parents and immediate family due to COVID protocols,
cheered as Ms, Springer and Site Co-coordinator Debbie Silveria handed out diplomas.
After the ceremony, all the 5th grade families went to Alice’s for lunch where tables had
been reserved. Everyone agreed that finally being able to be together as a community
again completed a rather wild year on a high note of celebration!

KMAP would like to express our sincere and enthusiastic thanks to Henrik Ibsen
Park for allowing our 5th graders to have their annual end of year pool party there this
year. After a year apart, the kids were absolutely thrilled to be together and celebrate
the end of their time at KMES with the traditional event they look forward to from the
time they are kindergartners! Thank you, thank you!
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Kings Mountain
Garden Club

Garden Club News
June 2021
by Jean Farmwald & Betty Johnson

Dogwoods on the Mountain
In many Kings Mountain gardens, May and June bring forth a glorious display of rhododendrons and also a number of other spring-blooming trees and plants, including dogwoods. Dogwood trees come in a wide range of sizes (from 4 feet to more than 30 feet tall), shapes, and
colors.
They are easy to grow and are low-maintenance in the right conditions (filtered sun under a
taller tree canopy or full morning sun, some protection from chronic wind, and average water
use). Brilliant fall colors are an added bonus on many varieties. The spring flowers come in
shades of pink, red, and even yellow, in addition to white. Dogwoods are slow-growing and can
be difficult to find at nurseries, and some are expensive, but they are worth the effort. It's best
to select them when they are in full bloom.
Check out the new variegated leaf dogwood that the Garden Club has purchased and
planted in the Community Center/Firehouse garden next time you are there.

Pink Dogwood

Firebird Dogwood

Kings Mountain Garden Club Membership Application/Renewal
Name(s) _________________________________________
Address___________________________________________
City____________________ State ________________ Zip ______________
Phone____________________________ Email ___________________________
Send this application and a check for $10.00 to:

Kings Mountain Garden Club
Attn. Betty Johnson, Treasurer, 12200 Skyline Blvd., Woodside CA 94062
Any member who paid dues in 2020 will automatically be considered a paid member for 2021. There will
not be an annual luncheon this summer and probably no garden tour either.

-10-

Cheryl Lynn Buffa
January 29, 1950 - April 24, 2021
by Ralph Buffa
Long time resident and lover of where we live on Kings Mountain passed
onto her Lord and Savior, where she is now, on Saturday, April 24, 2021.
She was born Cheryl Lynn Cassity of Omaha, Nebraska January 29, 1950 to
George and Joan Cassity. Who would have known at that time the wonderful
and fulfilling life she would have.
At 8 years old in 1958, her young parents moved to the Bay Area, settled in
San Bruno, then 2 years later moved to where she grew up in Belmont, CA, going to Ralston Middle School and Carlmont High School.
Early in her senior year with money from saving and working part time at
Macy’s in Hillsdale, Cheri bought a 1958 Volvo. That’s when I came into the picture. I was owner of Unlimited Automotive, a custom Paint and Body Shop recommended by Cheri’s Insurance to get an estimate on March 18, 1968 for repairs from a minor car accident. Needless to say, we got the job. The rest is our
history together.
A few months earlier, I had rented a cabin on Kings Mountain in Woodside. Getting to know each other
after we met and for the next 14 months before we were married were an important time to have “The Mountain” as our refuge and safe zone in so many ways. It’s always been this way, but especially in the late 1960’s.
Married on May 17, 1969, we honeymooned in Europe having purchased a new 1969 Saab 96 in the U.S.,
taking ownership in Sweden with other happy owners from all over the United States. All expenses paid for by
Saab including air fare, etc., as they were introducing Saab to the U.S. market. Then you were on your own for
two plus weeks. England, Denmark, Germany, Holland. What fun that was!
Back in the USA three weeks later, back to work on Alta Advertising print brokerage together; then the birth nearly two years later, our first child Nicole Buffa, born
June 1, 1971. Nicole lived 1-1/2 years, and what a wonderful time that was, but
sadly she contracted Spinal Meningitis and on died on December 17, 1972. Note:
I just found, on May 9th, of this year, in Cheri’s side table in our bedroom, a small
note underneath all the letters and cards we wrote each other all those years ago:
Death of Child. It was suddenly very clear. I could choose self strength, strong silent
man, bitterness- OK?, or I could choose God and love, And even though there were no
answers, Trust Him for it.

About this time, we purchased land just off County Road and built our home to this
day with my dad, George Buffa, Cheri, me and one Carpenter, Bob Bollins, with
much help from Dan Cissel, and Jeff Miller.
Then along came Jonah, June 25, 1975 and Sam, Feb. 9, 1978. Truly God’s
blessings. With these additions to our new family we kept warm by adding the newest technology at that time,
an air-tight cast iron Jotul wood burning stove from Norway, which also became our next business: first retail
Jotul dealer in California.
Cheri ran the store in Redwood City and later Belmont (1975-1986). Ralph did installations. Cheri started
College at 36 years old then sold the business, went for her degree at CSM, Hayward State, and S.F. State.
Teaching credential followed with teaching 7th grade Language Art and History at a number of Bay Area
schools, but primarily at Abbott Middle School in San Mateo for 20 years.
Cheri Buffa died peacefully on Saturday April 24, 2021. She was
diagnosed with many cancers in 2016.
More than surviving the last 4-1/2 years, she traveled extensively
with husband, sons and families, and many times with other teacher
friends.
Survived by husband, Ralph, her two sons, Jonah of Los Angeles,
Sam of New York, mother, Joan Neller of Murphy, CA, sister, Colleen
Cassity of Foster City, and two grandchildren, Gibson and Mo.
Best Smile, Authentic, Loved by all who knew Her, especially her
sons, Jonah and Sam.
You’re home now C.B., Ralph.

Cheri Buffa Celebration of Life
Saturday, June 19, 2021. 1:00 pm. 164 Filbert Road, Woodside, CA 94062
RSVP: cheribuffamemorial@gmail.com tel. 415-513-8927
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Dog Training on Kings Mountain

“Diversity,” that is what Jean Turri calls her dog training class. She has been offering complimentary classes to Kings Mountain dogs on Sundays. The dogs range from
6 months to 10 years old and there are a variety of breeds that include Doodles, Boxers, German Shepherds, Great Danes, Huskies, Labs, and mutts.
Jean was prompted to offer classes to incorporate her many years of teaching children with her love of dogs. She wants all dogs to be socialized. She believes that all
dogs can be good dogs and all owners can be good owners: all it takes is a bit of training, lots of love, and plenty of praise along the way.
These are not drop-in classes, but each session builds upon the last. The schedule
incorporates the ten basic skills of the Canine Good Citizen program. Dogs are working
on basic commands such as sit, stand, down, come, and stay. The dogs love the class
because the whole time is focused on them and they receive high value treats.
The Greenberg’s graciously offered their nice flat and shady yard next door to
Jean’s for the initial classes. Sunday sessions moved to the CC when the KMFD board
determined that it was safe to reopen the grounds for non-commercial use by
neighbors when not needed for firefighter training. Going forward, both sites will be
used.
Jean knows that training creates long-lasting trust between you and your pup, but
also ensures you will be good neighbors and friends to everyone around you. Please
contact her if you need more information or want to join the dog training classes:
jeanturri@gmail.com
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R IX

P ICKS

AT

HOME

Still reporting from the home front until we can gather once again and watch movies
together.
May was the 100th anniversary of the birth of the visionary Indian filmmaker Satyajit
Ray. This presents an excellent excuse to revisit his Apu Trilogy. The films, Pather
Panchali (Song of the Little Road), Aparajito (The Unvanquished) and Apur Sansar,
(The World of Apu) are often cited as among the greatest films of all time. They were
shot over the course of five years, and are based on two books by Bibhutibhusan
Banerjee, which follow the protagonist, Apu, from an impoverished childhood into
adulthood. Each entry in the trilogy stands on its own and they are among the most
hauntingly beautiful, soul satisfying movies ever made. (They are available on HBO
Max.)
Quick Pix among films currently in release. If you like documentaries, The Last
Blockbuster (on Netflix) is an engrossing, capitalistic cautionary tale for those who
remember when the distinctive blue-roofed stores dominated. Those of us contemplating taking up art later in life should check out Bill Traylor: Chasing Ghosts, a look at a
beloved African American folk artist who took up painting after the age of 80 (available
online through the Roxie Virtual Cinema, roxie.com). Meanwhile, Fantastic Fungi features stunning cinematography and provides a profoundly informative examination of
the amazing properties of mushrooms. In addition to taking us on a magical mystery
trip, it turns out that these amazing mycelium can also help heal the planet. (Amazon).
And, there is always a local angle: Kiss the Ground details how new methods of regenerative farming and ranching offer hope in the face of accelerating climate change.
Narrated by Woody Harrelson, it features, among other subjects, the Coastside’s own
Doniga Markegard. (On Netflix).
Film gives us an opportunity to see the world without leaving home, which is even
more greatly appreciated after a year like the last one. The 2021 Ocean Film Festival
World Tour, running from June 8 to June 21 and available online, allows us to explore
the world’s oceans. In this two-and-one-half hour collection of visually dazzling short
films, we get to sail north to Alaska, visit remote Russian Islands, go surfing in Spain
and vicariously experience free diving in the Coral Sea. Sure to be enjoyed by mariners of every age. See the full line up at www.riotheatre.com.
And for documentary lovers, a great way to learn about some of the upcoming first-rate
docs is to check out SF DocFest (San Francisco Documentary Film Festival). This
year’s edition is the 20th and runs from June 3 to 20, offering 40 features and 38 short
subjects. All of the films will be available to view on demand, and several of them will
also be shown at the Roxie in SF. One notable offering is Summer of Soul, a look back
at the 1969 Harlem Cultural Festival, featuring acts such as Sly and the Family Stone,
B.B. King, Stevie Wonder and Nina Simone. Available at roxie.com.
Enjoy!
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Djerassi Artists Program Seeks Docents for Sculpture Hikes
(Second Call)

Do you enjoy admiring art and hiking in the great outdoors?
The Djerassi Resident Artists Program is in need of volunteer docents for our
Sculpture Hike Program!
Come and visit our 583-acre ranch in the Santa
Cruz Mountains with breathtaking views and
adorned with 50+ sculptures and art installations!
As a docent in our Sculpture Hike Program, you
can share your love for art and nature with the
community!
Learn about how artists develop their ideas in
nature and the art it inspires!
Work out your body on our private trails!

For More Information, or to Apply to Be a Docent Volunteer
Those interested in volunteering should contact Danny Goldberg by email at
dgoldberg@@djerassi.org.
An interview with the candidate will determine whether this role is a good fit.
Training on how to docent for an outdoor arts program will be provided.
We hope to see you on the ranch!

2325 Bear Gulch Road Woodside, California 94062-4405
650.747.1250 www.djerassi.org
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Marty’s

Mountain

Musings

June 2021
by Marty Eisenberg

California’s “Anti-Okie” Law
Whatever our political predilections, the subject of human migration has been a historical
subject of discussion, debate and often conflict. The discourse has not been limited to the
crossings of international boundaries. It may seem incredulous to us today, but even relocations from one state of this nation to another has a contentious history. Remarkably, that is so
even in the bastion of American pluralism and cultural diversity – California! What came to be
known as California’s “anti-Okie” law of the 1930’s is a case in point. A hastily carved statute
passed into law by the California legislature essentially demonized immigration between the
states resulting from economic necessity. Its enactment ultimately demonstrated the strength
of our nation’s constitution and the unity the founders of this country propagated.
The year was 1936. These United States were more than 150 years old! Oklahoma, Texas,
Arkansas and Missouri were ravaged by the Dust Bowl. Residents of those states fled in
droves for the promise of California where fertile land was plentiful, climate mild and water
abounding. California became overwhelmed with transient unemployed. Urban centers, still recovering from the stock market crash of 1929 and its ensuing depression, were deluged with
unemployed American economic refugees. Municipalities (specifically Los Angeles) – having
strained public health, education and welfare systems – sought to stem the migration by
means of (LAPD) “checkpoints” - immigrant blockades really - along the Arizona border to at
least impede if not outright prevent Americans from restarting their lives in the Golden State.
California’s legislature enacted Welfare & Institutions Code §2615 that declared it a misdemeanor to “…bring or assist in bringing into the State any indigent person who is not a resident
of the State….”
And so it was in December 1939, Fred Edwards of Marysville drove to Texas to pick up his
brother and sister-in-law along with their children and move them to California to live as a part
of the Edwards family household. Fred’s brother was indigent. He had $20.00 to his name and
no employment. Fred was promptly charged by the Yuba County District Attorney with violating
§2615 and convicted in Yuba County Justice Court. His appeal of that conviction to Yuba
County Superior Court was unsuccessful leaving no further state court for appeal. Fred faced a
prospective sentence of 6 months imprisonment for helping his family!
Fred was promptly introduced to celebrated New York civil rights attorney Samuel Slaff
who undertook an appeal of Fred’s conviction directly to the United States Supreme Court urging that court to exercise its discretion and accept the case and Fred’s conviction for review
upon grounds that a statute criminalizing assistance to the destitute, especially members of
one’s own family, was contrary to principles set forth by this nation’s Founding Fathers in the
United States Constitution.
Attorney Slaff got his wish. Fred’s misdemeanor conviction in somnolent Marysville was
taken up by the U.S. Supreme Court for review. And who should thereby be called upon to defend the constitutionality of this fresh little statute? Why none other than California’s then Republican Attorney General Earl Warren, later to be elected governor of California three times
over (1942, 1946 & 1950) and subsequently appointed Chief Justice of that United States Supreme Court by President Eisenhower in 1953. (For all that Earl Warren is known, an obscure
footnote to his legal and public service career is that he was the vice presidential running mate
to presidential candidate Thomas Dewey in the 1948 election marked by “imprecise” morning
headlines across the nation of “Dewey Defeats Truman”.)
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