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Hello Neighbors:
It seems the things that both challenge and bind us together as a community were on full display in
August. This issue is all about “it takes a mountain” stories as neighbors worked to a) produce the 57th
Kings Mountain Art Fair “virtually,” b) educate our kid remotely while maintaining excellence, and c) battle
fires threatening our homes and personal safety.
Last month, Art Fair E.D. Bev Abbott’s message explained that Kings Mountain would produce a
“Virtual” fair, rather than abandon all possibility of event revenue so vital to funding our Fire Department
and to providing enrichment grants to our school. I’m certain that few of us had any idea what a heavy lift
such an undertaking would be. However, our interview with Chris Ice about moving Art Fair from the forest
to the cloud (page 14) may give you some perspective. Bev Abbott’s “Art Fair 2020 is Almost Here” message (page 10) updates the overall status, while the marketing team provides this year’s volunteer call out
to us all. The virtual platform will be ready, the artists will be ready, but our financial success will depend
upon traffic to the site. Neighbors hold the key to making that happen. It is imperative that we use the
graphics and suggested text from the KMAF marketing team or our own persuasive ingenuity to invite artloving friends and family to visit the Virtual Kings Mountain Art Fair sometime over Labor Day Weekend…
maybe all three days?
Ironically, the immense difference support for our Fire Department makes in our lives has become
abundantly clear since multiple fire emergencies began on August 15th. The pictures and brief descriptions
of our firefighters in action on pages 2-4 cannot adequately convey the all-important, exhausting work these
folks put in on our behalf for days on end. We’ve all felt grateful to our dedicated and highly trained volunteers, but how physically draining their effort must be comes through loud and clear through these pictures.
It makes you happy about every minute you have volunteered time
at the other 56 years of Kings Mountain Art Fairs. Many neighbors
also brought goodies to the fire station to nourish our firefighters between call outs. Jessie Ferraris and his son Shane, pictured here,
dropped off cases of Gatorade and energy bars. Now living in HMB,
Jesse grew up on the mountain and went to KMES where Shane
has just started Kindergarten, (remotely as mandated by CA. safety
regulations). As you might expect, KMES teachers and parents
pulled together to start school August 17th with a remote learning
strategy in place that aims for excellence (pgs 18-19). We hope all students will be in a classroom soon.
NEWS FLASH! We have just received an anonymous $10,000 matching grant for donations to our fire
brigade submitted through the 2020 virtual Kings Mountain Art Fair donor sites. The Echo does not know
the identity of this generous benefactor; we only know the grant was given as a result of the KM Fire Brigade’s help with the CZU lightning complex fire. Please tell your family and friends to donate during KMAF
2020. We can meet this match challenge and we’ll need it because we cannot virtually recreate the cook
shack, beverage booth and cookie revenue. Thank you, anonymous donor! Your generosity is greatly
appreciated.
Stay well and stay engaged,
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist

Kings Mountain Fire Department in Action
August 2020
August 3. After a long delay because of the
pandemic, the KMVFB sold its 1998 Freightliner fire truck that was taken out of service
late last year after our new, custom-designed
truck arrived. A volunteer fire department in
Pikeville, Tennessee purchased the truck and
shipped it on the huge flatbed truck pictured
here. The FD tweeted, “After 21 years of
great service to the KM community and thousands of reliable responses with the KMFD,
our retired E56 is on to its next life with the
Rigsby Volunteer Fire Department in TN.”

August 15-16.This weekend was a busy weekend for the KMFD. In
total, we were dispatched to 5 wildland fires/smoke checks, 4 out-ofdistrict water tender group responses, 1 fire alarm, and 2 medical aids.
The department spent most of our resources on 3 local wildland fires.
Purisima Creek Open Space Fire: This was located north of the North
Ridge Trail, with heavy vegetation access, with a 500+ foot hose line
to reach the lightning strike on a tree. KMFD personnel extinguished
the fire, reduced the burning embers at the top of the tree, and monitored the area for any fire spread over the course of the day. Irish
Ridge Fire: This was located in the Mid Peninsula Open Space, north
of Tunitas Creek, and west of
Bald Knob. This was also a tree lighting strike with vegetation
involved. KMFD volunteers were fighting this fire for most of
Sunday evening and into Monday morning.
SF Watershed Fires: We fought a few fires located south of 92
and west of Canada Road. KMFD set up a water supply line
from Skyline to support upward movement of the fires and we
spotted the fires for other fire units responding at the reservoir.
August 18. The KMFD, as part of our lightning strike prevention patrol, overhauled 2 previous fires that had reignited
embers. One was in Purisima Creek Open Space, just north of
the North Ridge Trail, and one was on the 15000 block of
Skyline. We also were dispatched to a reignite of the CalFire
incident north of Irish Ridge Trail also in Purisima Creek Open
space this evening. All three reignites have been thoroughly
doused with water and appear to be fully contained and extinguished. The KMFD will continue twice daily lightning strike
patrols until the fire risk has subsided. In addition to the patrols
and fire responses, the KMFD was dispatched at 6:00 AM this
morning to a fire alarm sounding and a water tender out of
area response to the fire near Waddell Creek.
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KMFD Helps Fight the CZU Lightening Complex Fires
August 19. KMFD E356, on the CZU Lightning Complex fire line
near Loma Mar, working the night shift. KMFD is currently staffing for 24x7 hour fire suppression here, and is concurrently staffing Station 56 for any new emergencies on Kings Mountain.

August 20. KMFD E356, working the
day shift with CalFireCZU and La
Honda Fire near Loma Mar, on the
CZU Lightning Complex fire line.
KMFD currently staffing for 24x7 hour
fire suppression here as well as staffing Station 56 for new emergencies.

August 21. KMFD E356, working the night/morning shift today with La Honda Fire, Menlo Fire and CalFireCZU near
Loma Mar, on the CZU Lightning Complex fire line.

August 22. KMFD was dispatched to 5 calls today: 1 medical aid,
1 wires down, 1 tree down, 2 out of area grass fires. KMFD was
one of only two wildland fire engines to support containment and
control of the San Bruno off Hwy 280 grass fire this afternoon,
along with KMFD Water Tender 56, one of only two water tenders
supporting the wildland incident. KMFD pulled E356 off the CZU
August Lightning Complex fire line yesterday, and rehabbed the
engine and the fire fighters.
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KMFD Helps Fight the CZU Lightening Complex Fires
August 23. KMFD was dispatched today to 2 calls: 1
grass fire (Huddart Park, unable to locate), 1 structure fire
(out of area response).

August 24. Fire is not done,
but cleaning begins. KMFD
picking up hose left at last
week's lighting strikes for flareup protection, ~2,000 feet of
hose.
August 26. Wonderful surprises everywhere today. KMFD out in remote Irish Ridge area picking up & rolling 1500' of hose & found a thoughtful thank you note. Came back to Station56, with
a full dinner donated by Alice's Restaurant.
KMFD appreciates the generosity of our community and friends.

August 27. We have drift smoke in the area again. KMFD
responded to numerous smoke & public service checks.

Wildfire Webinar – Prepare for an Emergency on Kings Mountain
Monday, September 14, 2020 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm
Preparing for Wildfire: A briefing from the Kings Mountain Fire Department. It may be another two months or more before we see any rain, so be prepared for more lightning fires and
or fires from other causes. Get important instructions from the KMFD: what you should do now
to prepare wildfires; how to get fire alerts and evacuation instructions.
Kings Mountain CERT: how setting up small Neighborhood Clusters may save your life in an
emergency, when communication channels do not work.
Please register in advance: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_D3TWshZ9TeiLTX8uBPlR-g
Only one registration per household, please, since we are limited to 100 participants.
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar. We shall record the
session for those who are unable to attend in person.
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WILDFIRE IS COMING.

ARE YOU READY?
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ZONE 2
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100 FEET
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30

ZONE 1

property’s front line defense

TWO ZONES MAKE UP THE REQUIRED
100 FEET OF DEFENSIBLE SPACE:

against wildﬁre. Creating

ZONE 1: 30 feet of Lean, Clean & Green

Defensible Space is your

and maintaining defensible
space around your home can

1

Remove all dead plants, grass and weeds.

2

Remove dead or dry leaves and pine needles
from your yard, roof and rain gutters.

3

Keep tree branches 10 feet away from
your chimney and other trees.

dramatically increase your
home’s chance of surviving
a wildﬁre and improves
the safety of ﬁreﬁghters
defending your property.

ZONE 2: 30–100 feet of Reduced Fuel
4

Cut or mow annual grass down to
a maximum height of 4 inches.

5

Create horizontal spacing between
shrubs and trees.

6

Create vertical spacing between
grass, shrubs and trees.

100 feet of defensible space
is required by law.*

5

FEE

T

6 FEET MIN
CLEARANCE

VERTICAL SPACING
Large trees do not have to be cut and removed
as long as all of the plants beneath them are
removed. This eliminates a vertical “ﬁre ladder.”

30 FEET

Use Equipment Properly to
Keep from Sparking a Wildﬁre
7

*For more information on creating defensible
space and legal requirements visit

Mow before 10 a.m., and never on
a hot or windy day. String trimmers
are a safer option (vs. lawnmowers)
for clearing vegetation.

READYFORWILDFIRE.ORG
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REDUCED FUEL ZONE 70 FEET

HORIZONTAL SPACING
Create horizontal and vertical spacing between
plants, the amount of spacing will depend on
how steep the slope is and the size of the plants.

MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on August 11, 2020
ATTENDANCE: Attending via Zoom: Jon Fredrikson, Ted Thayer, Kim Ohlund, Tim Naylor, Frank
Adams, Jason Oldendorp, Kathy Shubin, Tim German, Jim Sullivan, Ann Gabrys, and Matt King.
Board President Frank Adams called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:30 pm.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the July 14, 2020
Board meeting were posted electronically and approved online.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Jon Fredrikson submitted the monthly report electronically earlier in the
month. Jon discussed cost savings from reduced CERT training and community center operations,
reduced revenue, and the current status of budget.

BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin reported that the Community
Center was closed during the month of July because of California stay-at-home orders, and no uses of
the building occurred during July. The only use of the property has been the parking of the RV in support
of the Art Fair.

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the July 2020 report:
Medical aid

10

Vehicle accident

6

Public assist

4

Firefighter standby

0

Vehicle fire

0

Smoke check

3

Structure fire

0

Vegetation fire

1

Hazardous materials

0

Rescue

0

Cover assignment

0

Alarm sounding

2

Water tender group response

2

Trash fire

0

TOTAL # RESPONSES FOR THE MONTH

28

AVERAGE # OF
RESPONDERS

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response:

0

5.6

OLD BUSINESS:
Kings Mountain CERT Update: Kim Ohlund briefed the Board on the status of Kings Mountain CERT.
Kim discussed the CERT Zoom call on August 4th, where Hank Stern sent out a test alert on the San
Mateo County Alert System. Hank further explained how CERT works with San Mateo County OES to
send out alerts. CERT will use online training to keep skills fresh. Plans are being developed for a
community wide CERT earthquake drill in September to test the use of the red and green status signs
and the formation of neighborhood emergency cluster groups.
Tree Removal: The discussion of this item was continued to a future meeting.
Tree Roots in Front of Apparatus Bays: Frank Adams reported that he, Joe, and Bill made a
temporary fix to the root in front of the center apparatus bay. Jason is putting together a scope of work
and a list of potential vendors for a long term solution. The Board discussed that the project will be on
hold until the budget for next year has been determined.
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When to Open Community Center: The Board reviewed the use of the Community Center and
reaffirmed that the use of the Community Center and grounds are subject to State of California and San
Mateo County Health Orders and protocols. For this reason, the Community Center itself will remain
closed for the time being. The Board discussed the potential use of the grounds as allowed by the State
of California and San Mateo County Health Orders and protocols. The revision of the rental contract
documents to incorporate language addressing applicable Health Orders and conditions for use of the
grounds is pending.
Apparatus Parking During the Art Fair: Frank Adams briefed the Board that he and Jon have a
potential short term and long term solution that they will bring to the Board for consideration at a future
meeting.
Marketing a Bequest Program for KMVFB: Jon Fredrikson spoke about the bequest and significant gift
drive. He informed the Board that two lifetime memberships and four other donations have been received
to date. These donations go to the endowment fund and are greatly appreciated.
Update on Sale of 1998 Freightliner: Jon Fredrikson reported that the truck was sold to a volunteer fire
department in Pikeville, Tennessee. The truck was shipped 2,500 miles on a huge flatbed truck and
arrived safely. The volunteers in Pikeville are happy with the truck.
NEW BUSINESS:
Building Propane: Jon Fredrikson spoke about the high cost of propane from our current vendor, and
the idea of purchasing a larger tank and enlarging the current tank pad to support the larger tank. Jon
explained that the goal of purchasing a larger tank is to be able to switch vendors more easily to get a
better price, and to allow purchase of propane in the summer months when it is less expensive. The
Board requested additional information on the costs and benefits of buying a large tank and the effort
required to engineer a new concrete pad.
OTHER ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS OR AUDIENCE:
Thanks and Appreciation to Jon Fredrikson: Board President Frank Adams discussed the 5-years
that Jon spent as Board President and the outstanding job he did in that role. The Board joined Frank in
expressing their gratitude for Jon’s years of service to the community on the KMVFB Board.
Art Fair Request to Create a Virtual Both: Jon Fredrikson spoke about the request to create and staff
a virtual booth at the fair to answer questions about the department and the brigade. Chief Sullivan
indicated that a team of firefighters are coordinating with the Art Fair and will be available to staff the
booth. Jon will coordinate with that team for the brigade portion of the booth.
MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:03 pm. NEXT MEETING: September 8, 2020 at 7:30 pm
Ted Thayer, Secretary

For information, please contact chief@kmfd.org
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Kings Mountain Association Board Meeting
August 12, 2020
The August KMA Board Meeting was held online

Present: Linda Elliot, David Kaufman, Cindy Phelps, Betsy Rix, Eric Soult, Jenn Soult, Amber
Steele, Marlene Stern, Eileen Fredrikson (Echo). Regrets: Cindy Oldham, Holly Winnen.
Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 7:06 pm. No walk-ins or public notices.
Approval of Minutes: July minutes were approved online and published in the August Echo.
Treasurer’s Report: Eric reported that QuickBooks is in use and that new memberships continue
to arrive by mail.
Annual Vote for KMA Board Members: Nominating Committee member Eileen reported that all
candidates on the slate were voted in unanimously. Linda Elliot and David Kaufman were warmly
welcomed to the Board.
Board Officer Positions: Cindy Oldham has resigned from the Board for personal reasons.
Marlene Stern was nominated and elected to replace her as vice president. Jenn Soult will
continue as president, Betsy Rix as secretary and Eric Soult as treasurer.
Board Outreach: Amber reported that local community member Harry Wong has offered to help
with posting KMA events on Nextdoor. It was emphasized that KMA has no relationship with
Nextdoor other than posting events when appropriate.
Authors Night: Betsy will continue discussions with Katherine Olivetti about doing a KMA
authors' night in September.
Outreach to new Kings Mountain residents: KMA tries to reach out to new residents and Cindy
Phelps has volunteered to assist in being a designated “KMA Ambassador”. The Board will also
arrange for updates to the KMA section of the Kings Mountain Online website about recent
COVID protocols and information.
Blood Drive: Because of restrictions on building use, Cindy will explore either trying to get a
Bloodmobile drive scheduled on the mountain or to inform local residents about where and when
they can donate elsewhere.
Felidae: Felidae had requested a community meeting about the mountain lion project. Amber will
speak to them about options.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:32 pm.
The KMA http://www.kingsmountainonline.com/community/kma exists to enhance and benefit our
community. Guests are welcome to the board meetings, which are generally on the second
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm. Please email the board for invitations to virtual meetings.
We encourage residents to bring topic ideas and speakers to our attention. Email us at
kma@kingsmountainonline.com.
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Are you prepared? Kings Mountain Emergency Drill
Saturday, September 19, 2020, 10:30 am

We could have a wildfire on Kings Mountain - or a significant earthquake or
dangerous windstorm. Are you prepared for a major emergency?
All Kings Mountain households are invited and encouraged to
participate in this community-wide emergency exercise to
prepare for a major disaster.
What to expect during the September 19 Drill:
At 10:30 am, assume there has been a significant disaster.
Check yourself and your family for injuries and see if there is
any serious damage to your house.
Put the appropriate emergency sign outside of your house, so that Kings Mountain Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) members, who will conduct search and rescue,
can easily see it from the road. For example, you might put your sign at the beginning of
your driveway, next to your house sign, or in front of your gate. When they see your sign as
they canvas your area, KM CERT members (wearing green CERT vests) will know your
status.
Throughout the morning of the drill, KM CERT members will be looking for your
sign, so please leave it out until noon.
Note: You should have received two emergency signs—a red NEED HELP and
green OK sign. The signs were delivered to your house in June. If you don’t have
signs, please contact Larry Mann at lnpmann@gmail.com as soon as possible.

Gather with a few of your immediate neighbors (your “neighborhood cluster”—see more on
this below)—with everyone wearing masks and socially distanced.
Discuss what you might do if this were a real emergency. In some locations, Block Captains
will visit to coordinate the efforts of various cluster groups on a street or in a neighborhood.
In some areas, KM CERT members will be available to answer questions.

What Else Can You Do to Prepare for an Emergency?
Sign up for direct alerts from San Mateo County Emergency Services: https://
hsd.smcsheriff.com/smcalert. These alerts may provide you with critical information about
which evacuation route to take to leave your area. Also, sign up for tweets from CalFire
@CalFireCZU the Kings Mountain Fire Department @KingsMtnFire, and download the CalFire
web app, visit ReadyforWildfire.org
Formalize your local neighborhood cluster of 3 to 8 neighbor households with whom you
share contact information, vacation and travel plans. If an emergency occurs, your goal will
be to stay safe!
After any disaster occurs, check on your neighbors by phone, text, email or in person by banging on doors and sharing critical information. Find out if anyone is injured and needs help
reaching safety. Plan together how you will check on each other and work together. If it’s feasible, identify primary and secondary locations to meet after a disaster strikes. Discuss which
neighbors have specific skill sets, such as medical training, are ham radio operators, and who
owns chainsaws and generators.
KM CERT can provide help to establish these local neighborhood clusters. A KM CERT member might contact you to help you set up your cluster.
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Art Fair 2020 Is Almost Here!
by Bev Abbott, KMAF Executive Director

By now, you know that Art Fair 2020 is nothing like
past Art Fairs, but we are giving it the Kings- MountainTry in the virtual world. Thanks to all of you who have
stepped up with time and ideas, we are almost ready to
go:
• Our Booth Central platform is loaded:

Eighty artists’ booths including 4 mountain artists.

Three community booths – Kings Mountain Fire Brigade, KMAP (school),

Venture Free (after-school).

One information booth – yes, our past Information Booth is virtual so that

questions about the fair can be answered all three days of the fair in real time.

One booth to sell KMAF masks (this booth will not be manned but questions

will be referred to our Information Booth, which will be manned.
• Our Creative Team, with Eileen Kim in the lead is working on filming our community
and our Fair (see article from our Creative Team).
• All our marketing is in place or on schedule with Sheena Mawson beginning realtime postings on Facebook and Instagram.
• Jeanne Carlson, Carrie German and Chris Ice are training our artists to use our platform. Jeanne needs some more volunteers – see Jeanne’s ad in this issue.
Now, it is critical that you help us market the Fair by sending Fair information to all
your friends and family and if you have already done so, reminding them. (See article
from our Marketing Team.)
The fires have impacted our community. Many of us have family and friends whose
homes were lost in the fires or who were in the evacuation zones and whose lives were
disrupted. Then there is the bad air we have all been breathing. This all comes on top
of the COVID 19 pandemic that has created challenges in all our lives but especially
for our young families who have to educate their children in new ways and at home.
But AF 2020 will go on and we are hopeful that there are many who will want to
purchase art to bring joy to their lives or to the lives of their family and friends and to
support our Fire Department and school!
A special thank you to Kathy Kennedy-Miller whose team has distributed posters.
Thank you Sheena and Cindy Oldham for the idea and Sherri Fisher for printing them.
Our marketing budget was razor thin and posters are expensive so kudos to all for getting these done.
We look forward to “seeing” you all at the Fair!
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A Message from the 2020 Art Fair Marketing Team
The devastating fires from the CZU Lightning Fire Complex make us understand
even more deeply how our volunteer firefighters keep us safe here on the mountain. Our firefighters are working night and day, 24 x 7 to protect all of us on the
mountain.
Many of you have asked how you can show your appreciation to our volunteer
fire department. Here is how you can help:


Invite friends, family and coworkers to the Fair -- An email template has
been sent out via the Kings Mountain Groups.io forum.


Donate to the KM Volunteer Fire Brigade from our kingsmountainartfair.org
website. You can also contribute at the no-commission PayPal site for nonprofits here: https://www.paypal.com/fundraiser/charity/1467906


Attend the Fair and buy art. The KM Virtual Art Fair’s proceeds support our
fire department with funding for equipment and training.
The Fair goes live online this Saturday! This Fair will only be successful if
people attend ONLINE. We need your help to invite people to the Fair. Visitors can
attend the Fair from their homes ANYWHERE in the world. Lightning or fire or
COVID-19, the Fair goes on.
The Kings Mountain Virtual Art Fair website has the ability to take donations for
the Fire Brigade and the Kings Mountain School so even if your circle of friends and
family does not want to buy art, they can donate and help.
Please like/follow the Kings Mountain Art Fair on Facebook and Instagram to
help us expand our reach. You may not be able to volunteer in-person at the Fair,
but please plan on helping to spread the word and buy art from our loyal and talented KMAF artists.
Thank you from the 2020 Art Fair Marketing Team: Sheena Mawson, Carrie
German, Cindy Oldham, Erin Bixler Baumgartner and Sandy Shapero.
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Help Wanted: Art Fair Assistants

Art Fair weekend is fast approaching and I bet that you haven’t signed up to volunteer yet! Do you feel like something is missing from your upcoming holiday weekend?
Get that Art Fair feeling again by signing up to volunteer as an Art Fair Assistant!
Details about the role are listed below, but don’t worry, we will be there to teach
and support you during your shift(s).
Interested? Contact Jeanne Carlson at jeanne@carlsonadvisors.com to volunteer.
Let me know which day and shift you want.

Art Fair Assistants Wanted!
When?
Days – Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, September 5th, 6th and 7th.
Times – Two-hour shifts each day:
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon
12:00 noon – 2:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

What’s involved?
You’ll be logged into Booth Central and logged on for a live chat to talk to anyone
who requests a video chat. Your role is to:
• Answer questions:
About Kings Mountain and our fair.
Non-technical questions and help to solve non-technical issues or refer
customers to Booth Central HELP for technical questions.
• Answer questions about the Kings Mountain Art Fair masks available for sale in
the mask booth.
• Take email addresses for anyone who asks for the pancake or chili recipes.
• Take contact information for customers who ask for an artist to contact them
after hours.
• Be friendly and chat up customers in hopes of facilitating art sales.
• Monitor the IM Chat Stream next to the Live Feed window. (This is not
expected to have much activity.)

Where and how?
Volunteers are free to either work on their personal computers at home or to come
work at “Art Fair Central” (masked and socially distanced) in the Community
Center parking lot. Note: only Artist Assistants allowed! No visitors!
Jeanne Carlson will be available at Art Fair Central and by email, phone, text, etc.
to support you during the fair. None of us has done this before and we are all
figuring it out together. Thank you!
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“Creative Content” for Art Fair 2020 Is in Production!
As Art Fair 2020 has taken shape, our mountain community has contributed to the
very important “creative content” window on Booth Central, our virtual art fair platform.
This “window” will contain content that will help draw people into our Fair. By the time
you read this Echo, production will be complete. In our August Echo message, we
raised the questions: What do we put in the window? How do we do it?
Under the leadership of Eileen Kim, we have answered those questions. The overall purpose of this window is to “Market the Fair.” With prerecorded content, we will
give some history of the Fair to remind past customers of the joy that they had attending our Fair. You can expect to see bits and pieces of our evolution since the first Fair
in 1963. We will use some current footage by filming our mountain,
interviews with community members and most important with the
ultimate beneficiaries of the proceeds – our Fire Brigade, KMAP
(school programs) and Venture Free, (afterschool program). We will
showcase some of our artists to give a flavor of this year’s Fair and
we will show some gorgeous drone footage of our beautiful mountain. We want to create an atmosphere in which customers will be
motivated to engage with our community and with the artists and shop!
Eileen’s Team consists of Dave Morrison, who has worked extensively on the
history piece, Bev Scott who is helping to organize content and edit video, Eileen
Fredrikson who scheduled key people, including voice over artist, Chuck Carson, a
friend who donated professional narration of our Art Fair history content, and film
maker, Keith Gruchala who is making it all happen. (See article: Introducing Keith).
We hope you will be pleased with how we have chosen to represent the community
and the Fair. This is our first try in the virtual world. While we hope to be back in the
trees once again next year, regardless we will be critiquing what we have done and
learning from it so log on and give us feedback.

LET THE ART FAIR 2020 SHOW BEGIN!
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Moving the Art Fair from the Forest to the Cloud
The Echo Interviews Chris Ice
1) How was the Booth Central platform selected, and will it feel like a "stroll at the
fair?"
We knew we couldn’t replace the physical art fair, and we needed to
distill it down the essence of what the art fair is. It’s the venue, it’s the
artists and visitors coming together, it’s the community coming together all on labor-day weekend. Ultimately, we needed to find a technology
that would embody those things, but not try to replace the fair itself.
There is a saying that “if you can’t match it exactly, don’t even try – go
complementary”. (Hat-Tip to Diane Palme on that one)
When we were looking for a platform to use, we had to be honest
with ourselves as to what assets we have as a community to go truly virtual – and the show-of-hands was pretty modest as we looked for folks
who have experience in this space. Building something ourselves was going to be difficult to
pull off, especially at the size we are (which is large) and the kind of interactivity we wanted to
enable.
We found Booth Central because one of our artists also participated in a Booth Central
event in April. Since anyone can attend a booth central event, we attended many of them before making the decision that this would be a good platform for KMAF to use this year.
The biggest draw of a Booth Central event is that the artists will be waiting to video chat
with patrons during the hours of the event, showcasing any new work, answering questions
about their work, with links close by to the artists’ website where the patrons can buy some art.
Booth Central, based in Milwaukee Wisconsin, existed
before the virtual fair as an event-space management
tool. If you were hosting career fairs, trade-shows, exhibitions, etc, you would use Booth Central to lay out your
physical floor plan and allow “vendors” to sign up to be a part of the event and reserve physical
booths. In the face of COVID and the possibility that there will be no physical events for the
foreseeable future, they had to “pivot” as many startups do, to become a “virtual” event management and hosting platform. The timing was perfect, as we needed such a platform.
2) When does the Booth Central platform go live? How will it be announced to the community?
The artists have had access to the site for
some time now, and this allows them to set up
their own booths. We are further hosting rehearsal sessions with the artists on the Booth
Central platform this coming week to get them
comfortable, and to continue providing the kind
of artist care and support this community and
event is known for.
The show goes “live” for all visitors to the
site starting at 10:00 am on that Saturday, Sept. 5th running 10:00 am to 4:00 pm every day
through Monday. If you pre-register for the event, we will send reminders to make sure it stays
on your calendar. On the days of the fair itself, anyone can attend, and we encourage it
whether you pre-registered or not!
3) Who was on your team for transitioning to the cloud?
For the IT side, it’s really just the usual crew of me and Sumit Roy - with Diane Palme as a
shoulder to cry on at times. The Booth Central team has also been very helpful as we are all
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trying to figure out how this new world works, and they’ve been good partners in resolving
technical issues, guiding us with best-practices, and listening and acting on our feedback.
4) Can you describe (in layman's terms) what has been required to "load" the platform
and test?
We needed to choose a technology where a lot of
this is already done, and artist onboarding (for example) is all self-serve. We don’t have to handle the artist
content (photos, videos, etc); the artists upload it themselves. Our role has mostly been providing guidelines,
and coordination and communication of what’s happening, when and why.
Testing things out has been pretty straight-forward,
with the exception of the “live stream” area - wherein
the organizers (us) can put up our own content. This
content is meant to embody the spirit of the fair and
suggest a fair environment that creates the mood for
visitors to talk to artists and hopefully buy something from them.
The whole live-stream area has been probably the most challenging – as there are a lot of
pieces involved, and live-streaming is a hot and evolving space at the moment. Technically,
we’ve been able to work it out pretty well, and thanks to a former community member who has
access to folks within a large silicon-valley internet-video company and got 1:1 time with specialists who also support organizations like The Smithsonian, the UN, and the New York Met.
Their advice and guidance has helped us to avoid many of the hidden pitfalls.
5) Will you have a team to troubleshoot keeping the fair on-line all three days?
Thankfully no. Now, in this era of “server-less” computing, none of the fair actually runs on
the mountain, but up in the ether someplace. There are several benefits to this approach, not
the least of which being the limited and sometimes unstable infrastructure we have here on the
mountain.
The biggest challenge will be ensuring the artists get comfortable with the technology, and
that the patrons will be able to master it on their own. Ensuring that the artists are supported
and set up for success is probably the biggest technical undertaking for what is traditionally a
not-very-technical crowd.
6) Anything else you want to tell the community...volunteer help needed?
One aspect I touched as we began this interview is that another purpose accomplished by
Art Fair is to unite the community during 3 days of mutual working together for the good of the
community. That esprit de corps development isn’t really addressed directly by Booth Central,
or any virtual platform…(not to mention we don’t have the well-oiled machines that are cook
shack and beverage booths and the decades of experience behind making that work as effortlessly as it appears). Now Booth Central is ready, artists are ready, but the most vital role of all
is waiting for our Mountain Community of volunteers. We need a “mountain” effort from everyone to entice buying crowds to the 2020 Virtual Kings Mountain Art Fair. Think of yourselves
as a shuttle driver, bringing a faux cable car of fairgoers plus yourself to the show by:
1) sharing the fair link with all your friends, wherever they
participate online (Facebook, Instagram, etc) - and asking those
friends to share it as well.
2) click through to attend the event online yourself, and
maybe even buy some art!
3) I don’t have a 3rd, but some creative license can come up with one… :)
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Introducing Keith Gruchala
2020 Virtual Art Fair Cinematographer
How does one go about capturing the Ethos of Kings Mountain visually? That is essentially what Art Fair Board Member Marty Phelps asked his old friend Keith Gruchala
to do…as a volunteer, naturally. Keith’s BA in Cinematography from the prestigious
Brooks Institute was just a basic qualification for helping make the Virtual KMAF enticing to fairgoers. His varied career including gigs from cameraman to Director of Photography projects, has taken him to intriguing places around the world filming movies
and TV commercials designed to capture viewer attention.
A native Californian, Keith moved to Redwood
Filming a Will Smith Movie in the Superdome.
City at about age 11 where he formed a lasting friendship with Marty. In fact, a very early (teenage) work
he filmed in Super 8 starred Marty as a windsurfing
dude. (A classic, no doubt). Trained in the Ansel Adams tradition of darkroom developed film images,
Keith says that in about a 15 year transition to digital,
today’s technology is finally better than film. The
lighter, less polluting digital cameras have opened up
a completely new realm of production. He lived in
Prague for about 8 years, while working in the Czech
Republic, India, and Bulgaria to name a few. Recently living in Ventura and working
mostly in Hollywood, Keith was about to embark on a spring road trip when COVID hit
and he became available to spend time filming on Kings Mountain.
Moving the Kings Mountain Art Fair on line to the Booth Central platform selected
and set up by Chris Ice will be further enhanced by Keith’s professional level video of
Kings Mountain Fair Chairpersons, artists and our firefighters. The Virtual version of
our fair aims to make the same impression for excellence as a person would perceive
from strolling the forest gallery around the Community Center/Firehouse. Lets all invite
everyone we know to share this classic Labor Day Event in our virtual neighborhood
this year.
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Even though there are no KMA Mid-Week Movie Nights for the time being, we can still enjoy
some great films from the safety of our homes. As usual, here are a few suggestions. This month,
as the season winds down, the theme is “Classic Summer Films”. We hope to see you again
soon in person!
Jaws. This was the original summer big-budget blockbuster. Director Steven Spielberg may have
had trouble with the mechanical shark, but the film itself clicks along on all cylinders. It jumpstarted the career of the then 26-year old Spielberg and re-teamed him with John Williams, both
of whom would go on to win multiple Oscars in the years to come. Parenthetically, it is an apt allegory for today, with a politician, eager to not scare off the tourists, downplaying the potential
danger of a major public health hazard, and an earnest public official and a scientist trying to talk
sense into him. If only we had Roy Scheider and Richard Dreyfuss around to save the day.
The Princess Bride. Director Rob Reiner’s classic, based on a William Goldman book, has an
all-star cast (Robin Wright, Cary Elwes, Mandy Patinkin, Wallace Shawn, Christopher Guest and
Andre the Giant, among others) and decidedly holds up to repeated viewings. For those who
have not seen it, it is a fantasy adventure comedy with all the necessary fairytale elements: a
beautiful princess, a swashbuckling hero and an evil villain. It may be the filmic version of comfort
food, but after the last few weeks (and months) are we ever entitled to some comfort!
Do the Right Thing. Set in sweltering Brooklyn, long-standing racial tensions erupt in Spike
Lee’s masterpiece. Although made 30 years ago, it is an apt film for these times as Lee skillfully
dissects important issues, including police brutality that have only become more relevant of late.
Bit of trivia: former President Barack Obama and Michelle Obama watched this movie on their
first date.
Endless Summer. The original summertime surfing documentary (from 1966), and still the one to
beat. Helmed by Bruce Brown, the film chases two surfers around the globe as they discover new
spots to surf, stay one step ahead of winter and search for that perfect wave.
Dirty Dancing. We end on a lighter note. This film did not get nominated for any acting Oscars
(nor should have it been, although it did win for Best Original Song) but is it ever fun! Patrick
Swayze dances his heart out and Jennifer Grey keeps right up with him. Set in the Catskills during the summer of 1963, the film deftly deals with a variety of themes, such as fleeting summer
romance, reproductive rights, and class distinctions. Plus, “Nobody puts Baby in a corner”.
Others of note: Ferris Bueller’s Day Off (a former Mid-Week Movie Night Pick). Watching Matthew
Broderick as Ferris concoct the perfect day playing hooky from school, all-the-while outsmarting
his smarmy principal, never grows old; Rear Window (yet another Mid-Week Movie Night selection). Photographer Jimmy Stewart, laid up with a broken leg, has nothing to do during the hot
summer days but watch the neighbors across the courtyard until he gets wrapped up (along with
the glamorous Grace Kelly) in a murder mystery; and Stand By Me, based on a novella by
Stephen King and directed by Rob Reiner. A classic coming-of-age film as four young friends set
out on a quest to view a dead body and learn some life lessons along the way. (All of this month’s
films are available on Amazon Prime.)
If you enjoy documentaries, you may want to check out the SF Docfest (the San Francisco
Documentary Festival), which runs from September 3 to 20. For 2020, not surprisingly, it is
online, at sfindie.com. There is an impressive lineup of documentaries this year and you can
watch them one at a time or you can buy a festival pass. Enjoy!
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KMES Teaching: Remote, but Still Excellent
When San Mateo County was put on the State COVID-19 Health Watch List, all schools were
mandated to begin the 2020-2021 school year with 100% remote learning. Weeks of careful planning around safety protocols for in-school classes expected to take place at KMES had to be put on
hold at least until new county health news was expected to be released in mid-October. Improved
county-wide results will be required to move into a phased in opening of school campuses.
The KMES teacher team immediately began planning how creative methodology could be used
to achieve excellent remote learning results. Site Leader Debbie Silveria sent a letter to all parents
informing them what to expect and how to prepare for school at home. What could only be experienced, not described, is how KMES teachers planned to maintain the cohesive, special atmosphere that defines the Kings Mountain experience...even in a pandemic.
The HMB Review described the switch to mandated remote learning in an August 12 story featuring KMES by Sarah Wright entitled Teachers See Opportunities in Remote Learning Collaboration, Creativity will be Key. The reporter wrote, “Come Monday, students won’t be walking the halls
of their schools. Instead, their fingers will do the walking as they log on to remote learning once
more. While welcoming a new class of students remotely will be a challenge, many district teachers
say they are excited for the new learning opportunities online school presents.
KMES teacher Tyler Elliot’s students will be walking the
digital halls of his virtual school, where they can greet their
teacher and classmates, in Bitmoji form, complete online assignments and “enter” classrooms with multiplication tables
and grammar charts pasted to the walls. The platform he is
using is almost like a video game for his students and Elliot
said planning for the fall has transformed his view on teaching. “It inspired me,” he said. “Fall could be really cool. It
changed my mindset about where education could go and
how we could adapt to this year-round.”
After the rushed transition in the spring, Elliot and his colleagues worked all summer to come up with new ideas and
share resources, not just in the district, but across the nation on social media. Now, they are getting
creative to make this year’s first day of school like no other. “I don't think one teacher I talked to
walked away from spring saying, ‘Nailed it,’” Elliot said. Although she works with much younger students, Kings Mountain teacher Debbie Silveria agrees that technology can be particularly engaging
for students and can inspire them to keep learning.
Elliot said he is going to miss his students being in the classroom, and extended screen time
does worry him. But with the right tools, he sees remote learning as an opportunity to rethink education and tap into young people’s comfort with technology. Elliot thinks
his students might be “born for” remote learning, and that their future
jobs and careers will certainly look different than today’s. “I got into education to change it and to improve it, and I think this is a big opportunity
for the education system,” Elliot said.
Collaboration and Creativity described in that piece were on full display
at the start of school, Monday, August 17th. To ensure safety, families
came to school on a staggered schedule where social distancing could
be maintained. The day was about families coming to pick up chromebooks and other supplies, composition books, dry erase boards and
markers, magic markers, books to read and more. As they met with
teachers, received assignments, and instructions students received a
KMES logo “goodie bag” prepared by KMAP parents. “Goodies” inside
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included a KMES logo spiral notebook,
KMES pencils, Art Fair sticker, "We Love
KMES!" sticker and some lifesaver candies. Parents in charge said, "We put together KMAP goodie bags to help support
our students and get them in the KMES
spirit!"
Bringing further cohesion to a year
starting remotely, KMAP parents Ali
Sorensen and Kim Schroeder implemented a “KMES Rocks” student rock
garden project. Calling themselves the Rock Garden Crew, these parents said the “garden” represents “an expression of the friendships we have, the awesomeness of our students, and the hope
we have of reuniting in person.” HMB Soil Farm kindly donated enough river rocks for each student
to paint up to two rocks. An encouraging message with rock pick-up and painting instructions was
received at student homes with this message: “As we think about the upcoming school year and all
that it might entail, we want to celebrate our school. KMES is truly a special place. Despite what
challenges our 2020-2021 academic year might bring, we know we can rock it! The start of school
may look different, but we know you'll make it a year that rocks! Before leaving campus, each student put his creatively crafted rock along the wall of the Lion’s Den.
Tuesday, August 18th, was first day of instruction. Teachers got on zoom with all the kids, explaining schedules and expectations, where to look for assignments, troubleshooting zoom,
chromebook and connection issues. Since then, classroom instruction has followed a weekly
schedule. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, begin with a Zoom morning meeting in all
three classes. Lessons include synchronous teaching by classroom teachers through live Zoom
sessions, as well as asynchronous teaching, which includes recorded lessons by classroom teachers that can be accessed by students in their own time. Wednesday is special project day. TK/K/1
will be launching their first project- based learning event to answer the driving question "How can
we prepare for a class pet?" The kids are studying air, weather, and the water cycle as well. 2/3 received new growth mindset cursive handwriting workbooks and math manipulatives for home. 4/5 is
embarking on their Genius Hour projects, research and presentation projects that are driven solely
by the student's own interests.
Back to School Night was held virtually with good participation, in spite of fires, still raging further down Skyline and the coast. Each teacher did an individual zoom back to school night meeting
with the families of students in their class. Families asked questions about curriculum, platforms being used for remote learning, scheduling etc.
Although the fire did not reach her home, the KMES 4/5 teacher was evacuated along with others in her area. She remains safe and conducting classes from her sister’s home in the flatlands.
With remote learning humming along, KMAP will be hosting a booth during the Virtual Art Fair
to facilitate donations. In addition, the first school fund raiser will take place, September 26th. Save
the Date: KMAP’s Fall Auction will be held ON LINE on September 26th. Featured items include restaurant gift certificates, Homemade Cookie Baskets (using KMES Cookie Bake Recipes),
handmade quilts, a fine jewelry item from Goldworks in Half Moon
Bay & much more! KMAP will post the auction link on KM community Groups.io when it becomes live in September.
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