
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Hello Neighbors: 
 

As Kings Mountain entered October with a small 3.5 quake south and west of Colma (that’s 
us), the October Echo remains dutifully grounded. This is our annual Art Fair wrap up issue, with 
special accolades to our community volunteers who made the 56th Art Fair possible. An event 
this all consuming and critical to funding vital community services deserves a little thoughtful    
reflection. So begin with E.D. Bev Abbott’s “Year 56 for Engine 56” commentary, followed by the 
Volunteer Honor Roll lists by committee, leadership transition announcements and messages to 
you all from participating artists. (Pages 2-11). They will make you proud. Please note that      
another source of pride may be arriving this month. Our much needed new fire truck should be     
inspected in readiness for delivery, according to KMVFB minutes on page 14. Also, our dedi-
cated CERT volunteers continue to attend preparedness drills and test the communications 
equipment at locations all over the mountain that would be necessary in an emergency. 

The Echo applauds our KMA leadership for hosting an extraordinary series of events this 
month.  Every one of them benefits our community, either by offering enjoyment or important    
issue information. Please make plans to attend, starting with the CUSD Parcel Tax renewal bal-
lot measure discussion on Thursday, October 10th. Find Measure I text on page 25 and further 
information on page 23. All musically inclined residents are encouraged to come “test the       
waters” of a potential community music night series starting Friday, October 11th. Of course, it 
wouldn’t be October without the Halloween Spooktacular on October 31st. A Town Hall Meeting 
hosted Saturday morning, Nov. 2nd, will address growing concerns about homeowner policy 
cancellations on the mountain. See page 21. 

The Garden Club will host a Sunday afternoon forum on October 13th. Entitled What Grows 
on Kings Mountain, your Echo editor has long hoped for such a presentation. I bet many of you 
have too. Save the Date and attend. A Night Under the Stars at KMES is another delightfully    
interesting evening event set for Saturday, October 26th. You will get some first hand astronomy 
lessons while raising money for the afterschool caregiver foundation at KMES. 

Don’t miss Marty’s always interesting musings and the Echo’s memorial tributes to two mem-
bers of our community lost last month. We close with a thank you message from KMAP Presi-
dent Amber Stariha. Art Fair and the Voluntary Tuition Drive brought in $47,174 for school       
enrichment programs. She says, “Every year around this time I find myself being truly filled with 
gratitude for the opportunity to be part of such a generous and caring community. The unique 
combination of family and residential community support is one of the things that make this small 
but mighty school such a special place. On behalf of KMAP we extend a full hearted THANK 
YOU to all those families and volunteers who have helped us achieve so much in such a short 
amount of time.” 

 

Stay well and stay engaged, 

Eileen Fredrikson, Editor 
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer 
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist 
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The 2019 Art Fair 
was a Big Success! 



Art Fair 2019 -- Year 56 for Engine 56 
 

SMOOOOTH! 
 

by Bev Abbott, Kings Mountain Art Fair Executive Director 
  

Yes, we may have been paddling our little feet as fast as we could under water but to all 
the world and our circa 8,000+ customers Art Fair 56 was smooth! I cannot count the number 
of compliments received and overheard and the number of artists who raved about our fair – 
the setting, the weather (we told them not to count on it) and mostly the volunteers. People 
love us and we represented our community well as we did all the jobs from zero waste to booth 
sitting and beyond. 

Well done! 
Smooth in spite of the transition from Dennis Ruby 

to Andrew Anker to lead the Beverage Service. You 
may remember: according to Dennis: if it went poorly 
Andrew was to blame and if it went well Dennis got the 
credit AND according to Andrew: if it went poorly Den-
nis was to blame and if it went well Andrew got the 
credit. Andrew survived his first year and the transition 
was smooth.  

Smooth in spite of Zero Waste’s water bottle revolution – no more plastic. Volunteers 
brought their own bottles, aluminum bottles were sold and seen everywhere (and we have lots 
left over), refill stations were popular and we had COLD water at them thanks to Larry Mann 
who cobbled together the perfect system. 

Smooth as Zero Waste continued to improve our recycling efforts in spite of changing 
regulations. Thank you Ken McIntire, Eileen Kim (our water bottle champion) and Linda Hen-
nessey Roth. 

Smooth throughout the grounds thanks to Larry Mann and Nick Alafouzos who stepped up 
to help even more. With thousands of fair-goers traipsing through our small Community Center 
grounds a lot could go wrong but it didn’t.  

Smooth as our T-info (T-shirts and information) volunteers met with customers and 
handed out maps and information from our very classy information booths (We now have three 
thanks to Bill Allan) Volunteers were appreciatively running their hands over the tables com-
menting on the smooth construction and the quality. T-shirts were popular and sold well with 
the classy design by the Goslings. Smooth during the transition from Stacy McCarthy to 
Marlene Stern who will take the chair position this coming year. 

Smooth as “Booth Sitting” moved from Jeanne and Sarah Carlson to Amber Steele and 
Sarah. Sarah helped everyone, as is her way. In Amber’s words: “Extra special thanks to 
Sarah Carlson for being such a great partner in crime, for facing the mornings without me." 

Smooth in the Cook Shack – can we really ever say that but again while volunteers were 
paddling as fast as they could under the surface where fair-goers could not see it, quality food 
was delivered and we had outstanding food reviews. Marty 
Eisenberg, Betsy Rix and Ted Thayer – congratulations on an-
other outstanding year. 

Smooth in terms of grounds beautification -- not counting 
the “plant sale” because that happens after art fair is closed 
and that is a free-for all – a credit to Betty who gets the plants, 
nurses the plants, places the plants and tends the plants 
throughout the weekend. 

Smooth with our networks for chairperson business and 
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artist business. Chris Ice at one point said. “There is nothing like a boring fair.” Nothing bad 
happened. 

Smooth with Marketing – it just gets better every year. Sandy Shapero was all over the fair 
checking out our marketing strategy. Sheena Mawson was on Twitter and Face Book making 
sure we were “out there.” She was forwarding artists posts and scanning Face book and Insta-
gram throughout the Fair. Also, she wanders the Fair and takes photos and then posts them. 
And a shout-out to Sven who cared for all four kids while Sheena worked. 

Smooth with artists’ set-up. Thalea and David get the 
artists in and set up in their properly marked booths, Bring-
ing artists in early is good. We remember the days when 
there was a lot of shouting and complaining but not now. 
When you realize that we have over 130 artists with their 
vans and trailers moving in for the show it is amazing that 
it was so SMOOTH. 

Smooth in Artists’ Registration -- Pat Wurster oversaw 
the artists’ registration as she has done for many years 
visiting with artists and volunteers during Artists’ Registration.  

Smooth in getting our volunteers -- Patty O’Connell and Cindy Phleps made sure we had 
help for all our groups. I have never seen either Patty or Cindy in a bad mood or projecting low 
energy. That is contagious and so they get their volunteers to fill the jobs and share the fun. 

Smooth in Kiddie Hollow -- no branches falling this year (Art Fair 2017). There were huge 
numbers of little kids each day and all the prizes were gone -- all of it is thanks to Pat Mann. 

Smooth in Shuttles and Traffic. Thanks to Hank Stern and Nick Kromat the gates were 
manned and large snarling dogs or little tiny ones were held at bay. The pre-meeting (held 
each year) with law enforcement produced a law enforcement presence – lights flashing, uni-
formed men and women – a great sense of security in spite of our very vulnerable setting.  

Smooth in terms of our power -- only two short power outages thanks to the maintenance 
and magic of Tim German who solves many problems before they become issues. 

Smooth with our artists. Carrie German keeps them happy in spite of many factors and the 
need to deal with last minute changes.  

Smooth with our new Art Fair Treasurer, Jeanne Carlson. In spite of a small balancing 
problem on the first day – no one told her where we keep the big bills. She managed the crazy 
cash in-flow and out-flows smoothly including the buckets of one-dollar bills dumped on her 
desk regularly. 

Smooth at the Main Desk under Kelly Sullivan as artists check out and report their earn-
ings. It goes fast. Artists like it and we like it. 

Smooth at cashiering under the leadership of Paul Barulich, who is training his fiancé to do 
the job as well and make it a family affair. 

Smooth in Mountain Artists sales with Bow Panos 
Last but not least, the Chair Dinner and all our social events go smoothly thanks to Shan-

non Kromat our Social Chair. 
Finally this year’s special Art Fair quote: Betsy reports that one of our residents was in con-

versation with a Fair visitor who was very complimentary and said:  
“This is great. Do you do this every weekend?”  
Great idea but it would not be SMOOTH! 
Special thanks to the Art Fair Board members who serve all year to make the Art Fair a 

community effort and a success: – Marty Phelps, Shannon Kromat, Katrin Gosling, Dawn Neis-
ser, Sheena Mawson, and Chris Reynolds.  

 

Postscript: I know we are all eager to see the financial bottom line. We do not have all the 
data yet but we will share that in the November Echo. Preliminary information shows that art 
sales were above our 5-year average and Cook Shack had a great year. 
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I always start Art Fair season by looking at the list of jobs that need to be filled at cook shack from corn 
shucking to clearing trays and thinking "Boy we need a lot of people!" BUT ........all our Kings Mountain neighbors 
are fantastic volunteers, they reach out and amazingly all the shifts get filled!! 

From the bottom of my heart thank you to everyone who signed up to volunteer! and there were also some 
folks who just showed to help out. 

THANK YOU ........Jerry O’Connell, Rob Robinson, Marty 
Phelps, Jeff Brown, John Samish, Paul Betlem, Robert Tucker, Bob 
Simmons, Emily Dellinger, Nancy Spain, David Larson, Michelle 
Covell, Hailey Winnen, Maddie King, Bill Spain, Ken Williamson, Bill 
Rosenberg, Paul Barulich, Linda Elliott, Marilyn Alafouzos, Eileen 
Fredrikson, Michelle Thayer, Cathy Cohn, John Marburger, Jovan 
Townsley, Kaylani, Caitly Holl, Kelly Holscher, Nolan Holscher, 
Trevor Coruccini, Nick Alafouzos, John Houseman and Eileen,     
Rachel Cape, Alec Oswald, Addy Zontos, Scarlett and Skye Shap-
ero, Heather Bond, Aunt Joann, Dale and Corinne Ruokgangas, Ken 
Williamson, Emma Williamson, Julie Baker, Arielle, Sola Polonchek, Gildy Centeno, Fabiana Centeno, Cali, Lisa 
Betlem, Chris Reynolds, Ted Zayner, Jason Cissell, Chaylee Tensfelt, Eric Soult, Larry Sanderson, Larry Rich, 
Jon Fredrikson, Kelly Sanderson, Dan Katzenberger, Katy Katzenberger, Jenn Soult, Zoe Running, Kay Chase, 
Cindy Pitt, Sandy Shapero, Kara Rosenberg, Valerie Trenter, Rik Philpott, Suzanne Greenberg, Diane Rich, El-
eanor Newhall, Penny Newhall, Will Newhall, Herman Diederich, Maria King, Ellen Lowenstein, Sarah Carlson, 
Andrew Ken, Shannon Kromat, Patrick Winnen, Spencer, Ella Oldendorf, Nicholas Naylor, Hannah Naylor, Tim 
Naylor, Harlie Khedr, Maya Sanderson, Ashlyn Cissell, Sierra Cissell, Camille Thayer, Jake Lopez, Andrew Wil-
liamson, Chris Reynolds, Daniel Soult, Debbie Soult, Mitchell King, Andrew Dellinger, David from Chicago, Ann 

Siegman, Julie Baker, Bev Anderson, Lisa Spano, Chris Spano, Sean Fender, 
Luke Poloncheck, Lisa Betlem, Kim Ward, Chrissy Kemling, Barb Dellinger, 
Julia Simmons, Julia's sister Ana, Allan Dellinger, Cassidy, Holly Winnen, Fiona, 
Jethro, Bobby Simmons, Emma Williamson's friend Heather, Morgan Mar-
burger, Sophia Marbuger, Joe Rockmore, Paul and Vivian Chow, Deb Rock-
more, Joe Lopez, Bo Barry, Jean Turri, Karen Morrison, Simi and Tamar 
Deutsch, MaryAnn Chalwek, Steev Dinkins, Erin Miller, Joakim Bye, Tanner 
Bye, Javier Espinoza, Aidan Thayer, Marla Lowenthal, Evan Wiederhold, Anne 
Ken, Keith Anderson, Heather Huddleston, Cindy Oldham, Corey, Sage Huddle-
ston, Angel, Hutch Huddleston, Angela Bye, Bill Rosenberg, Camron Geranios, 

Zoe Weiderhold, Sophie Freestone, Aubrey Freestone, Kiren, Max, Dante Razzini, Mathew Stern, Laurie 
Jennings, Ryan, Max, Mary Sandner, Jan Razzini, Torey Benoit, Colleen Garrett, Matt and Michelle, Bill Ruehl, 
Kathy Kennedy Miller, Taj Poloncheck, Barb Heydorn, Jeff Birdwell, Jean, Alex, Cullin Simmons, Sam Huddle-
son, Noal Holscher, Jack, Scarlett Glazebrook, Sarafina Mawson, Sammy Mawson, Soren Mawson, Sumit Roy, 
Bill Allen, Jim Sullivan. Special thanks to the parents that showed up to Volunteer WITH their YOUNG tray Kids! 

Also thanks to Betsy Rix, Marty Eisenberg, Ted Thayer and David Morrison for all the work you do so our 
cook shack has great food to offer fair goers and Volunteers. Thanks everyone! See you all next year! 

Cindy Phelps  
 

TRUCK UNLOADERS AND COOKSHACK CLEAN-UP CREW  
Huge accolades to all of you who showed up on Thursday and Friday before the fair, and after the fair on 

Tuesday. It takes a village to unload a truck with enough food to feed thousands, and then do enormous amounts 
of corn shucking, vegetable grilling, chili making, and set-up. And then when the Fair is over, it all gets packed up 
and put away. Thanks to: 

Linda Elliott, David Morrison, Karen Morrison, Deb Soult, Kevin Griffin, Sumit Roy, Fred Johansen, Chris 
Norling, Joe Rockmore, Deb Rockmore, Alma Fletcher, Jon Fredrikson, Eileen Fredrikson, Judy Stratos, Nick 
Alafouzos, Marilyn Alafouzos, Kim Ward, Ann Flory, and Kathy Shubin. 

And a very special thanks to Tim and Carrie German, who every year drive a trailer of Cookshack leftovers to 
Samaritan House. We really are a Zero Waste fair! 

Betsy Rix 
 
 

 

COOKSHACK AND PANTRY VOLUNTEERS 
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GROUNDS BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE 

 

 

KINGS MOUNTAIN ART FAIR SHUTTLE 
SHOUT OUT to the 2019 Art Fair Shuttle Volunteers.  A BIG THANKS to all Art Fair Shuttle Volunteers. We 

had a number of you step up at the last minute to help us in a staffing crunch. It really paid off, short to no lines, 
lots of happy faces, and it seems that we had a bit less people 
walking on the road. We also had a number of you take multiple 
shifts, sometimes back to back. The A-List crew includes: Elliot 
Shubin, Jon Fredrikson, David Morrison (official Shuttle Host trainer 
& high tip earner this year!), Dave Reed, Chris Spano, Jack Rix, 
Jeff Birdwell, Ian McPherson, Christina McPherson, Rocky (re-
drafted tour of duty), Chris Norling (Parking / Shuttle Guru Emeri-
tus), Judith Van-Stratos, Herb Hurwitz, Chris Reynolds, Victor 
Johnson, Steve Johnson, Jean Turi, Matthew Stern and Rich 
Mattiello. 

Our 19 volunteers covered over 39 shifts of flawless transportation, greeting, and hospitality services. Once 
again this lucky team got the best gig going in the art fair, as they got to hang their heads out the cable car win-
dows (kind of like happy dogs) to breath the fresh mountain air all weekend long! On all three days, we had 3 
trolleys running at once, with barely a line waiting for more than the next trolley coming down the road. 

Thank you for a truly team effort. 
Nick Kromat and Hank Stern 

 

ART FAIR GROUNDS 
Art Fair 2019 was another example of the special nature of the community that we enjoy here on Kings 

Mountain and Bill and I would like to express our heartfelt thanks to all of you who made it possible for us on 
“Grounds.”  

Allan Cruz and Crew, thank you again for your work to make the grounds ready for the event. The early start 
got us all in the mood for the Fair when we drove by.  

Tim and Carrie German, your yearly efforts preparing for anything that comes our way before, during and af-
ter are for most of us unknown but truly appreciated and this year with the number of trees you kept from top-
pling, your efforts are very much appreciated 

Chris Norling, the picnic tables have become your signature item and your fine work was very much on dis-
play again this year. 

Nick Alafouzous, we can’t thank you enough for all that you did this year in every area and in so many ways, 
your work is the talk of so many and the praise you received is so very much deserved. THANK YOU, THANK 
YOU 

Norm and Jedd, thanks for keeping the “biffies in great shape throughout the event.” 
So many helped out this year to make it come together with your work before, during and after: Jeff Brown, 

Jim Sullivan, David Gamache, Bob Moriarty, Andrew Williamson, Rocky Rockmore, David Morrison, Ted Thayer, 
Dennis Ruby, Sumit Roy, Dwayne “the piano mover” LeVeque, the Zero Waste Team and any of you 
“unmentioned” who helped with the event from opening to closing, your efforts continue to make Kings Mountain 
the special place we all love we thank you all. 

 
Bill Allan and Larry Mann 

 
 
 
 

Thanks are due to these special people who helped enhance the natural beauty of the KMAF setting for this 
years’ fair. Cindy Pitt and Dubravka Opuhac (a new Garden Club member) helped get the Community Center/
Firehouse garden spiffed up the Saturday before the Fair. Kathy Shubin, Kara Rosenberg (and her out-of-town 
friend Kay Chase), and Cindy helped arrange and distribute plants. Cindy also helped with watering chores dur-
ing the Fair. Several KM firefighters and others helped to collect all the plants at the close of the Fair. Alma, Aus-
tri, and Mark Fletcher, along with Kathy Shubin, Kim Ward and Dubravka helped with the plant sale. Steve John-
son also helped transfer plants, pots and baskets to the grounds (and brought them back home after the Fair). I, 
as always, appreciate all the help.  

Betty Johnson 
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Thank you to our KMAF Marketing team for working all year to bring our “best customer” to the Fair.  
Carrie German for continuing to innovate while making the postcard consistently beautiful and improving our 

co-marketing efforts with the artists AND managing the 800 raffle tickets we receive each year (entering their 
names into our database so they receive a postcard and email for Art Fair 2020). 

Cindy Oldham for creatively expanding and fine-tuning our ad campaign to entice new and interesting cus-
tomers and making sure we get everything possible with our precious advertising dollars.  

Sheena Mawson for tirelessly and bravely taking the Art Fair into new realms of social media and online mar-
keting to bring new and different visitors to the Fair. 

Erin Bixler Baumgartner for doing an impressive job getting press coverage in local newspapers.  
Meta Townsley for tirelessly getting the Fair on every important event calendar. 
Logan Rockmore for his always expert and cheerful long-distance management of our website, keeping us 

moving up and onward in utilizing the best newest technology. Year 20! 
Special thanks to:Werner Glinka for designing a WHOLE NEW website for the Fair as a gift.  
Bill Goebner for taking photos of the Fair for years. This year, Bill helped us by taking specific photos of art-

ists and general Fair photographs that can be used for marketing. He takes beautiful photographs and he does it 
patiently and with such grace. 

Kathy Kennedy-Miller and her team for making sure our banners fly high everywhere and the directional 
signs get our visitors here (including Tim German for hanging KMAF banners for eternity). 

Marlene Stern, Stacy McCarthy, Liz Gannes, and Meta Townsley for helping support the marketing effort with 
their fantastic Info Center/T-shirt team! 

Daniel Ho and 7 others from Google and Facebook who took the time to use their advertising credits to help 
us boost our social media presence. This helps us save money for other important Fair marketing. We are al-
ready working to make next year even better. Thank you everyone for your help and support! 

Sandy Shapero 
 

 

DIRECTIONAL SIGNS “FINDING THE FAIR” VOLUNTEERS 
Once again, the patrons of the Kings Mountain Art Fair had no problem finding the fair due to the 27 direc-

tional signs that stretched from Half Moon Bay to Palo Alto and from San Mateo to Portola Valley and every-
where in between. Thank you to the wonderful sign team: Corinne and Dale Ruokangas, Chris Norling, Kathy 
Kennedy and Dave Miller for setting them all up on Friday and retrieving them on Monday night.   

 Kathy Kennedy-Miller 
 

BOOTH SITTER VOLUNTEERS 
Thank you to our wonderful crew of BOOTH SITTERS: Allegra & Tiana Spano, Barbara Heydorn, Carol 

Culver, Celina Oswald Parral, Claudia Fung, Gail Burns, Hal Segelstad, Kim Hye Myoung, Jan Adair Ruby, Jan 
Lundburg, Jean Farmwald, Jeff Crofton & Nancy Stern, Jim & Judy McKibben, Kay & Kara Rosenburg, Kathy 
Kennedy, Lisa Buan, Lisa Parral, Lisa Thorsen-Spano, Marci Burton, Mary Aiken, Michelle Brown, Mike Lampell, 
Nancy Pennington, Ricky Hsu, Roberta Wentzel, Rodney & Michelle Brown, Stacy Trevenon & Doug Mallon, 
Sarah Carlson and Steev Dinkins! 

Without you, surely no booths could have been sat upon, and entire hoards of artists would have starved, 
and gone without bathroom breaks; shivering in misery and distress! Your noble pursuits took you up and down 
the hallows, through walkie-talkie-dead zones (near the entrance to artists' hollow), and brought joy to many 
hearts and bladders! Thank you so much for being such and eager and helpful team! And thanks a thirteenth 
time for your patience as we got through the new email list adjustments! 

Thanks to all of you who showed up, and extra thanks to those who showed up early, and who stayed late! 
Extra special thanks to my Co-chair Sarah Carlson for being such a great partner in crime, for facing the 

mornings without me (THANK YOU!), for filling in wherever she could, for printing and compiling the posits & in-
structions!  

Thanks to Jeanne Carlson for all her help with the transfer, hand-off and advice, while taking on her epic new 
role as treasurer! Thanks to Steev for taking over the battery charging and cable-detangling and being my awe-
some companion.  

Here's to another great year!  With gratitude from your pointy-hatted-booth-sitting-chair. 
Amber Steele (Sarah Carlson Co-chair) 

MARKETING VOLUNTEERS 
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It’s always a danger to give thanks at the risk of missing someone. Please 
forgive me if I do. There are are so many hands that contribute to Kiddie Hol-
low opening and running smoothly. 

This year, KH prep began in July when Linda Elliott cut 1,000 flower stems, 
1,000 butter flies and 1,000 egg carton “caterpillars.” For too many years to 
count, Marilyn and Nick Alafouzos have been “Behind-the-scenes Kiddie Hol-
lowers.” Each year, Marilyn sets up an entire station by herself. Nick hauls 
down supplies, hauls them back up and suspends the banner and performs 
countless other tasks for “The Hollow.” Tipi : for more countless years, Jesse 

Salcedo has brought us the tipi and sets it up 
for us. In May, he let me know that he had 
moved to Yosemite and couldn’t do the tipi anymore. Not to be discouraged by 
this news, Larry Mann drove to Yosemite so KH would have it’s tipi as always 
thanks to Bill Allan, Nick and Larry who set it up perfectly without Jesse’s pro-
fessional guidance. Thanks to all for keeping the tradition alive. 
Volunteer recruiting: Sandy Shapero is my guardian angel, getting the word out 
for my need. Thanks too, to Ted Thayer for contacting HMB students. We had a 
fantastic crew of student volunteers from the Mountain, Priory, Woodside, 
Aragon, Serra, Alta International, Lick-Wilmerding, Crocker and Borel Schools. 
Added help came from Ryan and the Boy Scouts, Red Fred, Hiep Ho, Rane 

Hoogner, Deb Soult, David Morrison, Dwayne LeVeque, Indira Phukan and Betty Johnson who adorned the en-
trance to KH. 

Finally, to my family, Larry, Billy, Julie, Skyler and Nico – always there for me, no matter what. 
Pat Mann 

 

ZERO WASTE VOLUNTEERS 
We'd like to thank our many Zero Waste volunteers, We are grateful for their com-
munity spirit and commitment to turning much of the Art Fair waste back into 
“gold” in the form of compost and recycled materials. Judging from comments we 
received, many fair goers, artists and other volunteers really appreciated our ef-
forts.  
Thanks to Amy Oldendorp, Nancy Pennington, Hank Roth, Sarah Elson, Dawn 
Neisser, Allegra & Tom Sullivan, Patrick Winnen, Connor Garratt, Luke Ruther-
ford, Rand Grenier, Gildy & her husband, Jan 
Lundberg and Regino. 
For working multiple days/shifts: Jon Fredrikson, 
Claudia Fung & Ricky Hsu, Fred Johansen, Joan 

McIntire, and Donna Sause. 
We really enjoyed the young folks who helped… often multiple times! Kira Gos-

ling (& friends), Trevor Larson, Sola Polonchek & others whose names I did not cap-
ture. Sorry. 

The Volunteers Extraordinaire, who helped every day – even the dreaded Clean 
Up Day: Michele Covell, Steve Ellen and Nick Alafouzos. 

We must also thank those who supported us in other ways: Bev Abbott & Sandy 
Shapero for championing the Zero Waste effort, Shannon Kromat for the button art, 
Betsy Rix & Marty Eisenberg for prioritizing compostable packaging (those paper wrapped butter pats made Ei-
leen’s fair!), Cindy Pitt & Patty O’Connell for their cheerful company & support, Larry Mann, aka MacGyver, for 
building the water refill stations, & last but certainly not least, Andrew Anker for his stern looks & innovative 
Sharpie technology (not to be confused with #sharpiegate). 

If you are like us, along with enjoying the positive feedback, it is a satisfying feeling to care for our planet, our 
community, and ourselves by participating in this work. 

 

Ken McIntire, Linda Hennessey Roth and Eileen Kim  
 

 
 
 

. 

KIDDIE HOLLOW VOLUNTEERS 
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We had a blast in the T-info (t-shirts + information) Center and could not have done it without so many 
friends and neighbors! 

Not only did we welcome crowds, we helped remind them to share their selfies, make donations and enter 
the raffle so that our marketing team can reach out again each year. We wowed our fairgoers with our cool t-
shirts (designed by Marcus Gosling) and brought back our hoodie sweatshirts (designed by Katrin Gosling). 
Check out the September 2019 Echo for an article on the Gosling family of T-shirt designers written by college 
student, mountain resident and volunteer Lilly Johnson.  

We appreciated everyone jumping in, working together and adding to the posi-
tive experience for our patrons. 
T-shirts 

Meta Townsley (Lead Volunteer), Claudia Fung, Lynn Hanna, Suzanne Green-
berg and granddaughter Simi Deutsch, Lilly Johnson, Kevin Keenan, Ron Kucera, 
Janice Leveque, Laura F Mason, Debbie Mattiello, Rich Mattiello, Soraya Orchian, 
Allegra Spano, Tiana Spano, and Jennifer Kellogg Varma. 
Information 

Liz Gannes (Lead Volunteer), Frank Adams, Erin Bixler Baumgartner, Lisa Buan, Cheri Buffa, Donna Con-
stantinides, Darcie Ellyne, Nancy Emro, Alma Fletcher, Claudia Fung, Marion Fung, Eileen Fredrikson, Peter L 
Greenberg, Bill Goebner, Betty Johnson, Stephen Johnson, Mike Lampell, Lindsay Littler, Ann McCormick, Dawn 
Neisser, Chris Norling, Kim Ohlund, Cindy Oldham, Sybil Plank, Dave Perrone, Rocky Rockmore, Donna Sause, 

Sandy Shapero, Kathy Shubin, Lisa Thorsen-Spano, Jean Turri and Kim Ward. 
A special thanks to to the whole ops team that sets us up each year and Bill Al-
len who had built our 3rd and we promise final stylish info center bars. Many 
thanks to Paul Barulich and Rachel who set us up on cashless payment so cru-
cial to our income; the IT Team, Sumit Roy & Chris Ice who support us with the 
ATM, signage and beyond.  
Huge shout outs to Liz Gannes and Meta Townsend who took uber volunteer 
lead roles in helping us coordinate volunteers, shape the merging of T-shirts 
and Information and to set us up for continued success.  
Finally, a special thanks Stacy McCarthy who has been leading our Information 

Center for years, keeping us modern, and covering many behind the scene areas including meeting the ATM 
guys at 7pm Monday when many of us were home with our feet up. All of this while technically on "maternity 
leave" from Tinfo! 

We’ll be looking at all the suggestions you shared and see what we can do about them for next year’s fair!   
Marlene Stern and Stacy McCarthy 

 
POPCORN TEAM VOLUNTEERS 

Once again, the incredible popcorn team of middle and high schoolers 
popped it all Art Fair weekend long. In addition to a stationary popcorn booth 
next to the lower beer booth we had a mobile popcorn booth too. The stationary 
popcorn stand was popping by 10:30 to keep the starving hoards happy during 
that long hour between breakfast and lunch and kept popping until after the fair 
closed. Our mobile popcorn booth was on the tarmac from 11-5 each day,    
selling popcorn and water to people daunted by the lengthy food and beverage 
lines.  

Thank you Kira Gosling, Yara Gil, Gaia De Nault, Taj Polenchek, Vance Is-
lander, Cassidy Blackwood, Helen Greenwood, Daniel Soult, Jack Pedersen, Adrian Stadelmann, Dominic Auer, 
Eleanor Newhall, Lucas Hornstein, Kalel Gross, Isabella Marburger, and Dakota plus a few more who pitched in 
as needed. Kathy Kennedy-Miller did scheduling/training.  Many of you worked 2 or 3 shifts and we are grateful.  

Thank you to Andrew Anker who ordered the popcorn, Larry Mann who helped with booth setup and the 
amazing clean up team of Lawrence Husick, Margaret Husick, Dave Miller and Erin Miller.   

Money Earned from popcorn sales is earmarked for use by the Kings Mountain Community Emergency     
Response Team. 

Kathy Kennedy-Miller 

T-INFO CENTER VOLUNTEERS 
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Upper Beverage Booth 
Thanks go out to all of you who volunteered to work in the Upper Beverage Booth! Great crew and fun to 

work with. We may have set an Art Fair record for beverage sales thanks to all of you. Well done! 
And here are the fine locals who gave their time (please note that this list is in no particular order): Diane 

Palme, Angela Chen, Brian Fox, Jan Ruby, Glen Ruby, Regina Ruby, Jennifer Turi, Andy Beyer, Jason      
Oldendorf, Sam Davis, Delia Cox, Steve Johnson, Andrew Ken, Anne Ken, Bob Simmons, Ken Williamson, Chris 
Polonchek, Austri Fletcher, Ted Zayner, Martica (sorry but I don’t have your LN), Jeff Stuzin, Sue Bronson, and 
Gerry O’Connell. 

Special thanks to James Geranios who worked ten hour shifts all three days. You ARE the BEER MAN! 
Also thanks to Jeff Brown for help with set up and take down, Nick Alafouzous for picking up the wine, Larry 

Mann for picking up the ice and Tim German for keeping the lights on…most of the time! 
And…three cheers to Andrew for taking on the job of Beverage Booth Chair — and everything that goes with 

it. Ant invasion, keg taps stuck in the kegs, soda pump failure and a “rookie" mistake with a 5 lb bag of soda 
syrup. Other than that everything went smoothly. 

Dennis Ruby 
 

Lower Beverage Booth 
OMG it was quite a weekend for the beverage crew, through thick and thin everyone managed to serve beer, 

wine, soda and water with smiles, cowbell, sharpie markers and much, much more cowbell (I’m looking at you 
Chuck Mobraten). It just keeps getting warmer and warmer outside which this year meant more white wine and 
lemonade, less red wine and scotch ale. We’ll keep tweaking until we get it right. And next year, we may even 
add back the IPA since by all accounts a good portion of 
the beer drinkers would have strung me up if they had 
known I was the guy who decided there would be none this 
year. Live and learn. 

So much thanks to give but let's start with a years-in-
the-making thank you to Dennis Ruby who has masterly 
guided the beverage    operations for too long to count He 
has assured me that he isn’t going anywhere, just “retiring” 
to the life of calm that is the upper beverage booth. We will 
try to steer the ship as ably as he has, but matching his 
level of enthusiasm for the product may be difficult. As you 
rest up post Fair, remember that part of that hangover is Dennis’s fault for one last time. Thank you Dennis! 

And now to the most important volunteers! We would like to thank (in no particular order): 
Our Regularly Scheduled Volunteers 

Two Shift MegaSuperStars: Mikey Weisberg, Jan Roletto, John DeFiore, Linda Mobraten, Chuck Mobraten, 
Deb Rockmore, Joe Rockmore, Mike Nowak, Bill Rosenberg, Bo Barry, Dave Miller, Emily Zontos, and Red Fred 
Johansen. 

One Shift SuperStars: Margot Knight, Nick Knight, Bill Ruehl, Chris Norling, Chris Polonchek, Jason Perry, 
Erin Miller, Kathy Kennedy-Miller, and Mark Fletcher. 

Our Emergency Jump-In Volunteers (i.e., if I had planned better they’d be in the other list) Zach Anker, Astrid 
Anker, Jerry O’Connell, Chris Ice, Erin Miller, Luke Polonchek, and Taj Polonchek. 

Our Ice Delivery Crew: Bill Ruehl, Red Fred Johansen, Jeff Brown, Joe Rockmore, Pat Jones, Larry Mann, 
Nick Alafouzos, Dennis Ruby, and Sumit Roy. 

Others, Without Which, No Drinking: Larry Mann, Nick Alafouzos, Sumit Roy and Tim German, all of whom 
keep picking up all the pieces no matter how many times I drop them. 

Andrew Anker 
 

ARTIST WELCOMING VOLUNTEERS 
This was the smoothest move in of the artists we can ever remember! Thank you to all of our wonderful Wel-

coming Committee volunteers for the great job you did: Carolyn Adams, Donna Allen, Michelle Covelle, Steve 
Ellen, Sarah Elson, Zach Kelly, Dawn Neisser, Nancy Pennington, Kathy Shubin, and Judith Stratos,  

We appreciate all the help and hope you enjoyed the process. Look forward to seeing all of you next year! 
Thalea and David Torres 

BEVERAGE BOOTH VOLUNTEERS 
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Dennis Ruby and Stacy McCarthy Retire 
 

At the end of Art Fair 2019, Dennis Ruby officially retired as 
the Chair for Beverage Services or as Director of Liquid Assets as 
he was fond of referring to the position. Dennis was in Beverage 
Services for 27 years and rumor has it that although he has sur-
rendered the leader position he will still be showing up as a volun-
teer in various   capacities. 

Dennis brought many improvements to the job over the years. 
He right-sized our  order of water bottles so we were not storing 
them all year therefore leaving more space for all of us. He 
brought in a lot of innovations to Upper Beverage Booth including 
coffee drinks, cappuccinos, and flavored coffee. He brought innovation and process im-
provements to the Beverage Service as a whole. He helped bring more community support 
for some of the lesser visible tasks needed – the 'ice gang' to load ice into the freezer (so 
no one person ended up with back troubles), the Tuesday clean up call to help all areas 
get back in order, faster. And all of us appreciated seeing some of the more amusing thank 
you notes and 'calls to action' on our Yahoo Group. 

We wanted Dennis to feel at home in the Beverage Service in the future so we   pre-
sented him with a beer pull “Ruby Brew” to be used at all future Art Fairs. Andrew Anker 
takes over the position after having met a “15-year” probation period (per Dennis) so Den-
nis will have to negotiate with Andrew as to where the beer pull goes. 

Finally we asked Dennis how it was that he lasted 27 years in his various roles.   Lying 
down on the job? Sitting down on the job? Drinking the inventory? He said it was all three. 

Thank you Dennis for a job well done! 
 
In addition please join me in saying a BIG THANK YOU to Stacy McCarthy, who has 

retired this year as Chair of “T-Info.” Stacy has been the Information Booth Chair from 
2011 until now and along with her colleague Marlene Stern, oversaw the merger of T-

Shirts and Information Booth now called “T-info.” Stacy gave new en-
ergy to our  information process and to creating three information lo-
cations, which are organized and which provide all the information 
fair goers might want. She has done a great job of energizing her vol-
unteers for the work. Rightfully she tells them they are our face to the 
public. As a result she has built a team of active volunteers who en-
thusiastically engage the public. The work also involves making sure 
that the 3 locations (main     entrance, side entrance and fire station 
booths) are fully staffed. Stacy talked Bill Allan into building three 
very stylish information booths and she and Marlene streamlined the 
information displayed so that it is attractive and informative and so 

that T-shirts could be sold as well. Stacy took on the critical function of making sure the 
ATM machines were there, loaded and ready for Art Fair customers to use them so they 
could buy our art. 

The icing on the cake for T-Info volunteers is that Stacy hosted a party on the      Friday 
night before each Art Fair to orient everyone and to build the team. Marlene will take over 
as our T-info Booth chair and graciously stepped in this year to host the party at her house 
since little DJ wanted his full measure of attention. 

Thank you Stacy for a job well done! 
Bev Abbott , Art Fair E.D. 
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What Artists Had to Say About the 2019 Kings Mountain Art Fair 
 

KMAF Executive Director Bev Abbott characterized the 2019 show as “SMOOTH,” 
referencing the many compliments she received from artists. The Echo hopes every 
person who volunteered in any capacity feels a justifiable sense of accomplishment for 
contributing to another successful Art Fair. If you 
have any doubts that your time was effective and 
appreciated, we submit this small compilation of 
messages our Artist Liaison Chair, Carrie       
German, received following Labor Day Weekend. 
Professional artists understand better than any-
one how much work is required to stage and 
event of our size and quality. Their perspective is 
an especially meaningful validation of all our 
community’s efforts. 
 

GREAT JOB at the festival last weekend. I had a successful show and owe it all to 
everybody who works so hard to make the show a success. Thank you! Jeff Owen 
(sculptor) 

 

The show again was outstanding. I love it. Thanks for letting me be a part of it. Even 
though my sales were down I am looking forward to doing the show next year. 
Thanks, Larry Roberts (sculptor) 

 

Thank you for a great show at Kings Mountain. We hope it was a success across the 
board. Thank you again. Regards, Dorothee Naumburg (jewelry) 

 

I enjoyed your show so much it looked like everyone involved was having a good time!  
Thanks for having me! Warm regards, Margarita Castillo-Berna (sculpture) 
 

Just a big thank you for the pleasure of having done the KMAF. I know that I didn’t 
bring in a lot of money for the Fire Station, but I will definitely apply again next year. 
It really is my favorite show to do. Ever. Thanks for such a great show. Pamela 
Whitlock (clothing) 

 

Thank you for another great show! We had such a lovely time at the Fair & with our 
wonderful hosts! You all do such a wonderful job & I wanted to let you know how 
much your efforts are appreciated! I was a bit concerned about the prospect of not 
being invited back with Sat. & Sun. sales being so anemic, but things turned around 
Monday so woohoo! Best wishes to you all, Wendy Salin (sculpture) 

 

Thank you for the great opportunity of showing my work at the show. You continue to 
advertise well because there are so many new people coming to the show. 
JanyRae Seda (painter) 
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James Franco 
 

1952 — September 14, 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
James Franco was born in 1952 to one of the original partners of San Mateo Scavengers, Tony 

Franco and his war bride from England, Louise. 
Jim would be given the nickname of the “the little mayor of San Carlos.” He was forever wandering 

their streets, introducing himself and making new friends. The widows in the neighborhood would be 
sure to keep cookies on hand for their polite young visitor. This trait lasted throughout Jim’s entire life.  

As a teenager, Jim began working summers with his father, brother Nick and various relatives with 
the Scavengers. At age 17, he rented an “Artist Studio” above the garage of some longtime residents on 
Kings Mountain. Besides painting, he was riding dirt bikes along the numerous trails and hanging out 
with friends. His artistic talents spread into music, playing drums and harmonica. 

After graduating from Carlmont High School in 1970, he began working full time for BFI and rented 
his own place for several years here on the hill. He kept in touch with an elderly couple who owned a  
vacation cabin at the end of Ridge Road.  

A truck accident landed him in the ER of Sequoia Hospital where he met and later married the love 
of his life, Becky. In 1976, they purchased that one bedroom cabin on a rock foundation with a wood 
burning stove in the kitchen and only spring fed water. They had two children in that cozy cabin, Leah 
and Trevor Franco. In 1984, they applied for permits and re-modeled adding more bedrooms and county 
water. At last, laundry could be washed at home. 

Jim had a love affair with old cars and trucks, mostly trucks and was told by the DMV if he bought 
and sold one more vehicle that year, he would have to get a used dealer license. That love never       
wavered during his lifetime.  

Having earned so much vacation time working for 40 years, Jim and Becky traveled extensively in 
their 40’s, 50’s and early 60’s. They both retired in 2010 and purchased a vacation home in the high   
desert of Southern Utah. It was a great location for exploring the surrounding states. Jim loved the small 
town charm and set out introducing himself about town making even more dear friends.  

On September 14, 2019 after a seven month treatment of chemotherapy for metastatic colon      
cancer, he suffered a pulmonary embolism while making Becky morning coffee. Jim’s last act on earth 
was of service for his wife. He passed quickly and peacefully on his kitchen floor with his wife of 43 
years by his side.  

He was preceded in death by his mother, brother, father and loving son, Trevor. His devoted wife 
Becky, darling daughter Leah, her husband DJ and their incredible daughters Ava, Athena and Amelia 
will carry on the example of their fun but strict “Poppy.” 
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Robert Stuart Wright II 

 

February 26, 1940 – September 1, 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Bob Wright was born in Manhattan, New York on February 26, 1940. He spent all of 

his childhood summers in Saltaire, Fire Island. Bob was a graduate of Colgate Univer-
sity where he played both baseball and football. 

Bob moved to California in 1976 and made his permanent home on Kings Mountain 
in 1978. Shortly thereafter, he met the love of his life, Vibeke Gade. They spent 40 
years together on the mountain, and for 10 years spent three months every summer in 
Saltaire on their wonderful boat (cabin cruiser), “The Full House”.  

During Bob’s time back east he played on a local softball team named the “Dogfish” 
on a field in Saltaire named after his grandfather, “Wright Field”. Bob started a softball 
night in Henrik Ibsen Park to the joy of the people of the mountain. Mountain folk would 
gather on Monday nights for softball followed by burgers and brews. 

Ten years ago, Bob was diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease. He fought a brave 
battle to keep himself moving. He tried boxing, cycling, swimming, walking his beloved 
dog Rune, and going to exercise classes often. He never complained about his illness 
or what his life had become. He just kept pushing on.  

Bob passed away on September 1, 2019 after a short stay at the new Mission Hos-
pice House in Woodside. He was preceded in death by his son Christopher Wright. He 
is survived by his wife Vibeke Gade, his brothers Bruce and Doug Wright (Suzanne), 
daughter Stacy Bennett (Scott), son Todd Wright, step-son Joakim Bye (Angela), and 6 
grandchildren, Tara and Ryan Bennett, Noah and Ella Wright, and Tanner and Camryn 
Bye. 

Donations in Bob’s name can be made to Mission Hospice of San Mateo. 
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on September 10, 2019  

 

ATTENDANCE: Jon Fredrikson, Anna Roesch-Tubbs, Jim Sullivan, Kim Ohlund, Steve Johnson, Tim 
German, Ann Gabrys, John Curcio, Matt King, Ted Thayer, and Tim Naylor (by phone).  
 

Board President Jon Fredrikson called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:35 pm.  
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the August 13, 2019 
Board meeting were previously posted electronically and approved by a majority of Board members with 
no dissenting votes. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Anna Roesch-Tubbs reported that there will be new year-to-date 
numbers to report at the next board meeting.  
 

BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin reported the following uses of the 
Community Center in August 2019: 

Exercise/Dance Classes 24 

Monthly Community Board Meetings 4 

KMVFB Training & Maintenance 8 

Community Events/Parties 4 

Private Events/Parties 2 

TOTAL USES FOR THE MONTH 42 
 

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan briefed the Board regarding a change of officers within 
the Fire Department. Matt King has stepped down as Assistant Chief and will be replaced by Ann 
Gabrys. Matt will continue to serve as a Captain within the Department. Chief Sullivan also provided the 
August 2019 report:  

Medical aid 11 Vehicle accident 2 
Public assist 3 Firefighter standby 0 
Vehicle fire  0 Smoke check 6 
Structure fire 0 Vegetation fire 2 
Hazardous materials 0 Rescue 0 
Cover assignment 0 Alarm sounding 2 
Water tender group response 2 Trash fire 0 
TOTAL # RESPONSES FOR THE MONTH 28 AVERAGE # OF RESPONDERS 4.0 
Number of incidents with no Volunteer response:   1   

 

OLD BUSINESS:  
New Truck Status: Chief Sullivan provided an update on the status of the new fire truck being 
constructed by Hi-Tech. The new truck is on schedule for a final inspection in October. 
 

Sale/Valuation of 1998 Freightliner Pumper: This item was continued to the next Board meeting. 
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Five Year Equipment and Building Improvement Plan for Art Fair Board: The five year expenditure 
plan for the Fire Department and community center is in development.   
 

Proposed Resolution stating the Minimum Requirements for the Fire Chief Position:  
The Board discussed approving a resolution to establish minimum requirements for the position of Fire 
Chief. Chief Sullivan commented that while the proposed resolution is appropriate, the board should 
reconsider changing the bylaws to move away from the current system where the Chief is elected by 
firefighters every four years. He also said that the Chief should be selected by the Board with firefighter 
input and should serve at the pleasure of the Board and not for a four year term. This system would be 
more in keeping with national trends in how volunteer chiefs are appointed. Steve Johnson will lead the 
revision of the bylaws. The Board unanimously approved the following resolution: 
 

Resolved: that the Kings Mountain Fire Department Fire Chief is required to have the following 
professional experience, training certifications, licenses, and qualifications: 

• Must have a minimum of (3) years on the KMFD, or a minimum of (10) years on a career or 
volunteer fire department. 

• California State Fire Marshal Driver/Operator 1A & 1B or other approved course. 
• ICS 300 Certification. 
• Class B commercial drivers’ license or Class C with a Firefighter, tank, and air brake 

endorsement. 
• CPR certification. 
• Completion of LARRO (Low-Angle Rope Rescue Operational) or equivalent. 
• Command 2D - All Risk Command Operations and Chief 3D - Emergency Services Delivery 

required within 18 months of appointment 
 

Community Center Event Contract Revision: The Board unanimously approved the proposed 
revisions to the single-use and multi-use agreements for use of the Community Center.  
 

Kings Mountain CERT Update: The Atherton CERT training September 7th was attended by six Kings 
Mountain CERT volunteers. Based on lessons learned at the Atherton training, the Board discussed the 
potential to purchase an equipment trailer to support CERT operations. Future CERT trainings include a 
refresher course in Half Moon Bay on Sept 14th, Woodside Fire Protection District CERT training Sept 
16th, and the KMFD KMCERT joint earthquake drill on Sept 28th. 
 

Keep or Sell the Communication Van: The Board continued this item until they can view the current 
status of the van. 
 

Cell Tower Lease Extension:  The Board discussed options for cell tower lease extension. The matter 
was continued to allow for additional information to be reviewed. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
San Mateo Fire Safe Meeting: Steve Johnson will attend the San Mateo Fire Safe Council meeting on 
Sept 11 and brief the Board at the next Board meeting.  
 

MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:10 pm.   NEXT MEETING: October 8, 2019 at 7:30 pm 
 

Respectfully submitted, Ted Thayer, Secretary 

-15-



 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Kings Mountain Association Board Meeting 
 

September 11, 2019 
 

Board Member Attendance: Cindy Phelps, Betsy Rix, Eric Soult, Jenn Soult, Amber Steele, 
Marlene Stern. Guests: Eileen Fredrikson, David Kaufman, Kathy Shubin.                             
Regrets: Cindy Oldham, Holly Winnen 
Jenn Soult called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. 

Community Music Night: David Kaufman proposed having a KMA-sponsored music night for 
musicians and music lovers. Jenn shared concerns about alcohol consumption. KMA will not 
provide alcohol. Community members of all ages will be welcome and structure can be deter-
mined going forward. This event will be scheduled on the second Friday of the month, pending 
building availability. David will make an email proposal and KMA will tentatively schedule the 
first event for October 11th. One KMA person will need to be in attendance at every event.  

Holiday Party Schedule Change: Kathy Shubin requested that we hold the Holiday party on 
December 8. Usually that party is held on the first Sunday in December, but because the gar-
den club wreath-making will be on the 7th, the Board agreed to schedule the party for the 8th. 

CUSD: Eileen reported on a Cabrillo finance meeting held the previous night. KMES is not in 
danger of closing but along with all Coastside schools could face deep cuts. A renewal of the 
current parcel tax is on the November ballot, and KMA will work in sponsoring a parcel tax fo-
rum for the community in October. Betsy and Cindy P will work on this with Eileen’s help. 

Approval of Minutes: No August meeting.  

Treasurer’s Report: No August meeting. 

Public notices: MROSD sent a notice about a meeting concerning the La Honda preserve 

Djerassi Program: This event is scheduled for Wednesday, September 18th, 7:00 pm.  

Blood Drive: Cindy P reported that the summer blood drive was a success. There was a huge 
turnout, more than anticipated. Forty people stopped by to donate and KMA will schedule an-
other blood drive in January. This might become a regularly occurring event. 

Clean-Up Day: Marlene has been making inquiries about e-waste and shredding. The county 
does plan to have a shred and e-waste day for unincorporated areas and we will announce it 
to the community. It will not be on Kings Mountain due to the expense and availability of the 
entities that provided this service several years back.  

Puma Update: The presenters of the Puma project want to come back and work with the com-
munity based on the high level of interest at their July presentation. Amber will work on sched-
uling an evening with them in October. 

Zero Waste: The Board will use up what we currently have on hand in the kitchen and then 
move to compostable and recyclable containers and packaging.  

KMES Survey: Maria Polonchek would like KMA to sponsor a survey to understand current 
demographics. The Board voted to support the survey. Jenn and Maria will work on questions 
and distribute the survey on the Yahoo group. 
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Membership Report: Jenn reported that we have gotten a few memberships from areas out-
side of the Kings Mountain area who want to take advantage of the KAMPS’s discount. They 
are considered associate members with no voting rights. 

Halloween Party: Halloween falls on a Thursday this year. Eric will organize this event with 
Pat and Larry Mann and their dedicated group of people. KMA board members will assist. 
Movie Night: Betsy reported that movie nights in September are poorly attended because they 
fall so soon after the Art Fair. Cancelling or rescheduling to a different night will be considered. 
Insurance: Local resident Ben Rosner is interested in bringing speakers to talk about home/
fire insurance. The Board is looking at dates in early November for this event. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm. 

 
KMA Community Music Night Series 

 

Musicians and Music Lovers Unite! 
 Are you a closet singer/songwriter, excited 

to hear live arrangements of your songs? Are 
you a seasoned soloist looking for a fresh outlet 
to express yourself, or longing for a new musical 
challenge? Would you like to meet and make 
music with other musicians and artists on the 
mountain, share ideas and exchange thoughts 
about the creative process? Are you anyone 
who loves hearing live music - art existing only in 
the moment of its creation - especially the energy of unexpected ensembles? If you 
said yes to any of the above, you may in fact be a human being, and you may be inter-
ested in the following. 

 The KMA will be sponsoring a community music night on the 2nd Friday of each 
month at the community center, beginning on October 11th, as a way to create and 
share live music within our mountain community. Part open mic, part ensemble experi-
mentation, part musical speed dating, part high art, the goal is to create various groups 
of musicians at each event to support each other in performing musical pieces of their 
choosing, while fostering an environment of inclusivity, creativity, and improvisation. 
Beginners, seasoned professionals, young and not so young are all encouraged to 
come share their music among friends, performing live for anyone wishing to attend. 

 Although this is primarily an acoustic event, a sound system will be provided and 
all instruments are welcome – but please understand that the unamplified pan flute so-
loist must be clearly heard above the 8’ Marshall stack. 

 Interested parties are encouraged to reach out beforehand for more information to 
david@bbinet.com, or simply show up at the event with mind open and instrument in 
hand. 

 Friday, October 11th, 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm 
at the 

Kings Mountain Community Center 
All ages are welcome! 
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Join us at the Community Center for another KMA  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

on Wednesday, November 6 at 7:00 pm (snacks) - film starts at 7:30 pm. 
 

 

THEY SHALL NOT GROW OLD 
 

n the centenary of the end of the First 
World War, Academy Award winner  
Peter Jackson (The Lord of the Rings 

trilogy) presents an extraordinary new work 
showing the Great War as you've never seen 
it. Using state of the art technology to restore 
original archival footage that's more than 100 
years old, Jackson brings to life the people 
who can best tell this story: the men who were 
there. As a result, the film pairs its knock-your-
socks-off technical achievement with a 
wrenching emotional impact, paying a long 
overdue cinematic homage to the sacrifice of a 
generation. 
 
Dir. Peter Jackson, 2018, 99 min. R. 

“"They Shall Not Grow Old" shows that actually 
seeing something is different from knowing it 
intellectually, or even from imagining it. The 
effect of this is moving and profound. ” –  Mick 
LaSalle, San Francisco Chronicle.  100% on 
Rotten Tomatoes! 

 
 

The fun (i.e., snacks!) starts at 7:00 pm; the film screens at 7:30 pm. 

The film series is sponsored by KMA. All movies screen at the Community Center and 
are free. Feel free to bring a snack to share. (Some bring their own portable chairs to sit 
on.) They are always fun!   

O 
THEY SHALL NOT GROW OLD 
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When & Where:  Thursday, October 31st Halloween Night! 
          Kings Mountain Firehouse/Community Center 
 

Time: 6:00 to 8:00 pm 
 

  6:00 to 7:00 – Games, Prizes 
  7:00 to 7:30 – Costume Parade 
  7:30 to 8:00 – The Famous “Spooky Pooky” & Piñata 
 

Please bring a snack to share for 8 – 10 people 
***Hot Dogs provided by the KMA*** 

 
        If you can help in any small way to make this a Halloween our kids will remember, 
please contact Pat Mann at 851-3598 or email at lnpmann@gmail.com. 
 
 

     Help Needed Running Games & Clean Up – Thanks! 
 

 Hope to see you there! 
   

Halloween 
Spooktacular 
 

Sponsored by the KMA 

2019 
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October Kings Mountain Garden Club News 

 What Grows on Kings Mountain? 

This interactive gardening discussion hosted by the Kings Mountain Garden club 
will feature Panelists Betty Johnson and Marguerite Kauffman. These two accom-
plished gardeners will share their long time practical experiences about specific plants 
that do well (and the ones that don't) in the diverse micro-climates on Kings Mountain. 
They will also address fertilizing and rodent issues and invite Q&A with attendees 
about any gardening conundrum you are  facing. 

Sunday, October 13th, 1-3 pm at the Community Center 

All in attendance are invited to bring seeds, cuttings and/or plants to exchange with 
one another. Please label the items you bring with the name of the plant. 

Come join us for an afternoon of sharing and learning. Free Admission. 
 
Kudos to Elliot & Kathy Shubin for hosting the Annual Garden Club Members lunch-
eon in September. The gardens surrounding the patio luncheon site were spectacu-
lar. Members took the opportunity to view and discuss their wonderfully designed mix 
of flowering plants in bloom, perennials, herbs, trees and more. The abundant lunch-
eon was delicious. It was a fun event and great transition to fall gardening activities. 
 

Save the Date: A talk by Tom Nuccio on Wednesday, November 13 at the Veterans 
Center, 1455 Madison Ave, Redwood City has been scheduled jointly by the Kings 
Mountain Garden Club and the San Francisco Peninsula Camellia Society. Nuccio's 
Nursery in Altadena is California's oldest and best nursery for camellias, which will be 
available for sale at the November 13 meeting. Free information handouts and litera-
ture from the, American Rhododendron Society about growing, fertilizing and care of 
rhodies and azaleas. will also be available. 
 
Reminder: Saturday, December 7th is the Garden Club wreath making party at the 
Community Center 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. 
All Garden Club events except the Members Luncheon are free and open to the public 
but you should join the Kings Mountain Garden Club to support their efforts. 
 

Kings Mountain Garden Club Membership Application/Renewal 
Name(s) _________________________________________ 
Address___________________________________________ 
City____________________ State ________________ Zip ______________ 
Phone____________________________    Email ___________________________ 
 

Send this application and a check for $10.00 to: 
 

Kings Mountain Garden Club 
Attn. Betty Johnson, Treasurer, 12200 Skyline Blvd., Woodside CA 94062                              
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KMA Town Hall Meeting on November 2, 2019 
 

On the Brink of a Property Value Crisis: 
 

What Happens to Kings Mountain Property Values When  
Insurance Companies Stop Writing New Homeowner’s Policies? 

 
The spate of wildfire activity in 

California has caused a great 
number of homeowners insur-
ance companies to pull out of 
writing new policies in the wild-
land-urban interface.  

Without new policies being 
written, buyers can’t get    
mortgage loans.…and property 
values will decline. 

(Irrespective of non-renewals, 
which has been an increasing 
problem for our neighbors to the 
south, if no new policies are be-
ing offered, property values will 
drop.) 
 

Town Hall Meeting Agenda 
 

09:45-10:00 am Mingle with neighbors, settle in. 
10:00-10:45 am Keynote speaker, Mr. David Shew. 
10:45-11:30 am Panel Discussion and Open Q&A consisting of insurance     

brokers and agents who are still writing policies in our neighborhood. 
11:30-11:45 am (Optional) Actions you can take right now. Specific requests for 

our elected officials. Pre-written letter signing to local representatives. 
 

Keynote Speaker: Mr. David Shew, National Fire Protection Association, retired     
CalFire Staff Chief. This will be followed by a panel of insurance brokers, agents, 
and other insurance experts. 

 
If you count on your property holding its value, this topic affects you! 

 

See the California Department of Insurance Report here: https://bit.ly/2kuwuqx 
 

Saturday, November 2, 2019, 10:00 am to 11:30 am 
 

Kings Mountain Community Center, 13889 Skyline Boulevard  
 

Unable to Attend?  
The South Skyline Association is hosting a sister event, also with David Shew.  

Friday, Nov. 1, 2019. 7:00 pm. Saratoga Summit Fire Station, 12900 Skyline Blvd. 

Nearly 350,000 California Homeowners in 
Fire Prone Areas Dropped by Insurers 
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Night Under the STARS
at KMES

A Venture Free Foundation Fundraiser
Saturday, October 26th Arrive at 6:30pm,

presentations begin at 7:00 pm, Stargazing follows

Bring the Family and join us for a fun night under the stars!
Bring your camp chairs and blankets and enjoy the night sky as we learn from
guest Astronomy speakers, look through telescopes, play games, and munch

on provided snacks and warm drinks! Event continues rain or shine.

Buy Tickets: https://VFF.ticketleap.com/stargazing
Adult $20, Child $10, Under 5 yr are FREE

 
More Information: Emily@VentureFreeFoundation.org

.........................................................................................................
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October 2019 School News 
 

Work is rolling along at Kings Mountain Elementary at its usual ambitious pace. Core Math, 
reading, and science curriculum have been challenging while this trimester enrichment culinary 
learning has been especially tasty. September, which is Hispanic Heritage month in the district,     
inspired a range of culinary lessons. A visit from former students, Joseph & Julian and their 
parents from Guatemala added extra meaning to the Hispanic heritage theme. Joseph & Julian 
attended KMES while their parents lived on the mountain during a six-month Stanford sojourn. 
The family has since returned to their home in Guatemala, City. Their short return visit to the 
Bay Area included KMES because the boys said, “we wanted the kids to remember all the 
good times we had there.” Our students were full of questions about the food, school and    
culture of Guatemala. The family passed out treats from their country and our students made 
cards for the boys to take home. It was an excellent cultural exchange all around.   

Kudos to KMES 2-3 teacher, Tyler Elliott, who was the 
top CUSD finisher in the Favorite Teacher category in this 
years’ HMB Review “Readers Choice” poll. Students have 
been excited to see their teacher so recognized. The school 
newsletter sent home to parents has changed from weekly 
to biweekly this year. Much of the content is being written 
and/or suggested by students. It makes great reading. 
Other changes on campus include six beautiful new BLUE 
picnic tables for lunch and recess use. Our KMAP founda-
tion purchased and put them together. Students sent a 
“massive thank you” to parents Ben Rosner, Jean Newhall and Scott Menary for the heavy lift-
ing and assembly. The fresh blue hue has done wonders for sprucing up the lunch area. 

New emphasis on project-based learning will be on display 
November 22nd at the annual Stone Soup Celebration and 
Exhibition Expo at school. Parents and KM residents who 
attended the Oct. 3rd KMAP meeting got a video preview 
of one such project. The “driving question” for each class 
to answer was “How can we keep old broken Crayons 
from going into landfill? The student solution was to create 
and new and useful product from the crayons. Students  
removed the paper wrapping (very tedious) and organized 
massive amounts of broken crayons according to color 
and hue. Mixing them into what would become  exciting 

new colors in a disc-shaped format, kids set about building solar ovens in which to melt the 
broken piece assemblage. Working in teams, students 
experienced many failures before finding a good design 
from cardboard, black construction paper and a reflective 
material such as tin foil. The resulting discs were so ap-
pealing that students have earned $117 so far from sell-
ing them. The proceeds are being used to equip a new 
“maker space” that students love in the science class-
room. Echo readers are encouraged to save these 
household items that are perpetual supply needs in the 
maker space: bubble wrap, cardboard, egg cartons, duct 
tape, paper towel/toilet paper rolls. Please recycle by 
sending these to school. 
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KMAP Meeting, October 3, 2013 

 
Parents and Kings Mountain Community residents packed the Lions Den for this month’s 

KMAP meeting. The new Cabrillo District Superintendent, Sean McPhetridge was the spe-
cial guest speaker at this important meeting, which included both good and bad news.  

All the good news came from our excellent Kings Mountain Associated Parents organi-
zation. KMAP president, Amber Stariha presented an update of the vibrant project-based 
learning that has been implemented at KMES. KMAP VP/Treasurer, revealed these rather 
spectacular results from the Art Fair: 25 parents, 3 staff & administrators, and 23 KM 
neighbors put in 446 hours at the bakery then another 384 hours in the cookie booth and 
sold $22,545 of cookies. Including school bumper stickers and face painting, KMAP net 
profit from the 2019 Art Fair was $22,714. In addition, the VTD (Voluntary Tuition Drive) of 
direct donations from parents, which was still in process, blew past its $17,000 goal. The 
Echo later learned that outright parent contributions totaled $24,460. It is a testament of how 
greatly parents value our small but might school. 

Superintendent McPhetridge then presented a grim picture of the financial situation at 
Cabrillo Unified School District. Like virtually every district in San Mateo County, CUSD is 
suffering from declining enrollment. However, CUSD is one of only two districts the Depart-
ment of Education may declare insolvent because its tax base revenues plus applicable 
state funding, cannot cover current expenses. Unaudited 2018-19 actuals and changes to 
the budget in 2019-20 were handed out and discussed in detail, which brought about the 
projected budget situation. The planning process is complicated because the current CUSD 
parcel tax ends this year. A renewal of the parcel tax is underway on a special election ballot 
ending Nov. 5, 2019. If the parcel tax is renewed, the upcoming budget deficit is expected to 
be about $2.6 million. Without the parcel tax renewal, the expected deficit would reach $4.1 
million at current expense levels. 

Thus, CUSD has begun a huge analysis of every budget category to present budget cut 
plans by January designed to close the projected 2020-21 school year budget gap once the 
Measure I parcel tax results are known. The KMAP meeting audience engaged Superinten-
dent McPhetridge in a long and very direct Q & A session. The bottom line, however, is that 
unless higher K-12 funding from our State is miraculously forthcoming, hard cuts to CUSD 
expenses are inevitable. Already under active monitoring by an assigned San Mateo County 
Board of Education person, Cabrillo could undergo an actual State takeover, similar to what 
was done in Oakland several years ago. When that drastic action is taken, schools lose     
local control almost entirely. Every effort to minimize cuts in the classroom will be made. 
Never the less, the menu of potential expense cuts that will be presented to the CUSD 
School Board for final decision will be difficult, but not as difficult as a State takeover. KMES 
parents remain actively engaged and determined to make a difference in this difficult cost 
cutting process. 
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KMA Community Meeting 
 

Cabrillo Unified School District Measure I Parcel Tax Renewal 
 

Come join this interactive discussion to understand the      
impact of Measure I on Kings Mountain Elementary School.             
The Cabrillo District is in dire financial straits. A vibrant school is 

important to our community, our children and our property values! 
 

 

October 10, 2019 7:00 pm 
Kings Mountain Community Center 

 
Measure I: The Cabrillo Unified School District measure to renew an expiring parcel 
tax currently being paid by our community land-owners goes to a vote on a Consoli-
dated Municipal, School and Special District Election. All voting will be by mail in or 
vote center drop off beginning October 7 and ending, November 5, 2019.  Mountain 
residents have already begun receiving the sample ballot & Official Voter Information 
Pamphlet. Your official mail in ballot will follow sometime between Oct. 7 and 29. You 
can vote anytime after October 7th. If you prefer not to use the USPS, your sample bal-
lot lists all the Vote Center or Drop Box locations where you can take your ballot. The 
Kings Mountain Community Center is NOT a ballot location for this special election. 
 
KMA will host Brianna Lafontane from the Measure I campaign to speak about what 
Measure I funds will be used for and what uses are prohibited; who is exempted and 
how to apply for the exemptions. Q & A with Ms. Lafontane is intended to clarify any 
questions community members need to be informed voters. For example, what is the 
difference between the recently passed Measure M and the current Measure I?    
Measure M was a bond measure whose proceeds are restricted for usage on physical 
facility upgrades (KMES leaky roof was repaired this summer with bond money) while 
Measure I funds must be used to fund classroom expenses such as teacher salaries.  
 
Text of Measure I: “To maintain quality education in Coastside schools without in-
creasing taxes; preserve strong academic programs in reading, writing, science, tech-
nology, engineering, arts, math; retain qualified teachers/staff; prepare students for col-
lege and careers; and maintain school safety and security; shall a Cabrillo Unified 
School District measure to renew its expiring $150 education parcel tax for eight years 
be adopted, raising approximately $1,600,000 annually with independent citizen over-
sight, exemptions for seniors and others, and all funds staying in Coastside schools?” 
 
As part of our bylaws, the Kings Mountain Association remains neutral on 
all  political issues. This meeting is to present information and all opinions are 
welcome! 
  
 
 

-25-



 
 

 
 October 2019 

 

by 
Marty Eisenberg 

The Twilight War (Author: David Crist; Penguin Books 2012): David Crist is a gradu-
ate of Univ. of Virginia and earned a doctorate in Middle Eastern History. He is fre-
quently called upon as an advisor by U.S. government and military agencies. This 
book is his detailed account of the 30+ years of the Middle East conflicts that have led 
to the current rift between the United States and Iran. At times the U.S. sought to be-
friend Iran, urging that Iran needed the American and European support to dissuade 
Soviet/Russian aggression along Iran’s northern border. In efforts to check Iranian in-
fluence and belligerence toward its neighboring countries the U.S. spent years and bil-
lions of dollars supporting Saddam Hussein and the Iraqi military. Despite the military 
aid, Iraq was no friend of the United States for many years. In 1987, an Iraqi pilot very 
nearly sunk a U.S. frigate, the USS Stark, with two missile strikes. Iraq, of course, 
blamed Iran. Iran referred to the event as a “divine blessing”. The U.S. ultimately top-
pled by force the Iraqi regime in 2003 following its invasion and attempted annexation 
of Kuwait. There was a time the United States arranged with Kuwait to “reflag” its tank-
ers to U.S. registry in order to afford the tankers U.S. Navy protection. Iran mined the 
Persian Gulf and one of those reflagged tankers was damaged by an Iranian mine. 
The U.S. implicates Iran in the bombing of the U.S. Marine barracks in Beirut in 1993, 
killing over 220 servicemen. On the same day a French paratrooper barracks in Beirut 
was bombed resulting in 75 deaths. France sought US support to avenge the atrocity. 
The US declined for political reasons creating a rift between the two countries. The 
Twilight War is a detailed account of the conflicts, events and strategies highlighting 
the complexity of Middle Eastern history which bring us to today’s standoff with Iran. It 
is a compelling and fascinating read. 
 
Mountain Aspen: A drive through the Sierras, especially its eastern slopes, this time 
of year affords stunning views of aspen bearing swathes of gold, crimson and orange. 
The reason for the fields of one color is that aspen do not often procreate by seed. 
Most often, they reproduce through the sprouting of root runners. Thus, a field of as-
pen is often genetically identical resulting in a large wave of a single fall color. The oc-
casional fertilization of an early spring aspen flower can lead to production of seeds. 
When one succeeds in germinating it becomes the hybrid “mother tree” of what even-
tually becomes a new band of radiant fall color. 
_____________________________________ 
Great Quotations: 
“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.” (Winston Chur-
chill) 
“When a man opens a car door for his wife, it’s either a new car or a new wife”. (Prince 
Philip) 
“Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak. Courage is also what it takes to sit 
down and listen.” (Winston Churchill) 
“The first five days after a weekend are the hardest.” (Anonymous) 
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October 2019 Kings Mountain Community Calendar 

The Kings Mountain Echo is published monthly by the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc, a non-profit, 
volunteer organization. The Editor is Eileen Fredrikson. All opinions are those of the commentator/writer and not 
those of the publisher.  
Echo submissions should be emailed to eileenfredrikson@comcast.net Please reference “the Echo” in the     
subject line. The Echo deadline is the 26th of each month. The editor retains discretion to edit all submissions for 
space and content.  
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