
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Hello Neighbors: 
 

Thanksgiving is upon us and it seems that embracing a grateful attitude may be somewhat chal-
lenging this year as we contemplate how to “gather” with friends and family for a festive holiday. Last 
year the Echo described October as a month of multiple red flag warnings, PG&E blackouts and 
school board meetings held to discuss the possible closure of KMES. This year, KMES closure was no 
longer contemplated, but schools all over San Mateo County, including KMES, were closed because 
of a global pandemic! Our community experienced an abundance of red flag warnings, finally resulting 
in a planned PG&E shutdown for two days that affected most mountain residences. Generators were 
heard humming all over Kings Mountain, but many of us still lost internet service. Add an anxiety-
producing election cycle to the mix and it becomes easy to imagine how stress-induced attitudes of 
“doom and gloom” might be more prevalent than thankfulness.  

The Echo does not deny the emotional tumult these months of distancing, mask wearing and cir-
cumscribed work and play activities has caused us all. However, this issue does point out that our 
community resilience and adaptation should increase contentment on the Mountain. Our organizations 
and residents created new traditions replacing the old, when the closure of the Community Center 
made the previous ones infeasible. KMA resumed its popular Author’s night with an interesting virtual 
presentation about the meaning of dreams. Please read their call out for suggestions and potential 
speaker contacts that will help them expand the series with events of interest (page 7). Jack Rix again 
makes timely suggestions for at home viewing until Movie Nights can resume (Rix Picks, page 13). 
Marty’s Musings presents and intriguing lesson in the changing fortune of an American business (page 
15).  Results from highly interactive distance learning for KMES students has gone very well academi-
cally. However, you will be entertained by how one 5th grader described the fun of a day without Zoom 
during the power outage (page 11). Who among us wouldn’t be grateful to escape Zoom controlled 
shelter in place days on the Mountain? Check out how the ghosts and gremlins managed Halloween 
without our traditional Spooktacular party (pages 8-9). Please note that the 
Mountain Maven of spooky parties apparently substituted a ride in Larry’s 
sidecar for her missing Halloween candy. Save the date and get ready for 
virtual wreath making on Dec. 5th.  This holiday décor tradition will be led, 
as always, by our talented Garden Club members (page 6).  

Of course, there can be no pivot to “distance” firefighting. Our Fire    
Department is always on the job. Some of the widely varied recent call-out 
responses from our firefighters are pictured on page 3. They are the back-
bone of safety and security for our community. We can be truly grateful for 
the KMFD and for the rain at last. 

May you all find stress-free ways to enjoy friends and family with safety 
for Thanksgiving. 
 
Stay well and stay engaged,   
 
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor 
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer 
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist 
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Two Kings Mountain Residents Graduate from CERT Training 
 

Kathy Kennedy-Miller and Herb Hurwitz just graduated from a new         
hybrid CERT course, enabling them to join Kings Mountain CERT and team  
up with 32 other Kings Mountain CERT members.  

The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program edu-
cates volunteers about disaster preparedness and trains them in basic dis-
aster response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue and disas-
ter medical operations. The new online CERT course was developed to pro-
vide the FEMA standardized curriculum to learners across the United 
States, meeting the lecture portion of the CERT training requirements. 
Kathy and Herb finished the online course recently and then completed the 
skills portion of their training with 45 other people at a Coastside CERT 
training session on November 7. They are among the first people to com-
plete the hybrid training course, offered through the University of Utah. 

Kings Mountain residents who are interested in joining KM CERT can 
begin their online training at any time and complete the course at a skills 
class to be given in November. For more information, please contact KM 
CERT Coordinator Kim Ohlund kohlund@sbcglobal.net. 
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October 1. The KMFD running structure fire drills with 
the Blitzfire Ground Monitor, which involves attacking a 
fire with as large a volume of water safely and effi-
ciently, knocking down the fire in a short time. 
 

October 3. Familiarization training in the Peninsula  
Watershed with the San Francisco Water Department. 

 

 

  
 
 

      
 

 October 23. KMFD Chief demon-
strating public service best practices. 

 
October 26. The KMFD had a busy day in 
the Kings Mountain area today. With CalFire, KMFD re-
sponded to two wires/trees/poles down in the roadway inci-
dents, along with a structure fire response (contained to the 
side of the house). 
 
 

 
October 30. KMFD (Water 
Tender 56) with CalFire re-
sponding to a vehicle/truck 
fire with extension into the 
wildland at Rapley Ranch 
Road, off of Skyline in 
Woodside area. Fire quickly 
contained and extinguished.  

Kings Mountain Fire Department in Action 
 

October 2020 
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on October 13, 2020 

 

ATTENDANCE: Attending via Zoom: Jon Fredrikson, Ted Thayer, Kim Ohlund, Frank Adams, Jason 
Oldendorp, Joe Rockmore, Kathy Shubin, Carrie German, Tim German, Steve Johnson, Jim Sullivan, Bill 
Goebner, Ann Gabrys, Hank Stern, Matt King. 
 

Board President Frank Adams called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the September 8, 2020 
Board meeting were posted electronically and approved. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Jon Fredrikson submitted the September 2020 financial report 
electronically earlier in the month.  
 

BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin reported that the Community 
Center was closed during the month of September because of California stay-at-home orders, and no 
uses of the building occurred during September.  
 

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the September 2020 report. The Chief also 
mentioned that PG&E will be stationing the support staff for the Power Safety Shutoff planned for 10/14 
through 10/16 in the Community Center parking lot. 
 

Medical aid 17 Vehicle accident 4 
Public assist 8 Firefighter standby 0 
Vehicle fire  0 Smoke check 4 
Structure fire 0 Vegetation fire 3 
Hazardous materials 0 Rescue 0 

Cover assignment 0 Alarm sounding 2 

Water tender group response 4 Trash fire 0 

TOTAL # RESPONSES FOR THE MONTH 42 AVERAGE # OF 
RESPONDERS 

5.5 
 

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response:   0   
 

OLD BUSINESS:  
Kings Mountain CERT Update: Kim Ohlund briefed the Board on the status of KM CERT. September 
14th was the Wildfire Webinar; 100 households watched live and the recording was posted after the 
meeting. Kim thanked the fire department for their excellent presentation during the webinar. September 
19th was the community-wide Kings Mountain emergency drill. Of the residents that were home for the 
drill, 3/5 posted their status signs, which is a good start. These signs will help first responders during a 
real search and rescue emergency. October 6th was the CERT meeting where the drill, a refresher CERT 
training course and other matters were discussed. The next CERT meeting is on December 1st.   
 

Donations: Jon Fredrikson spoke more about the current status of donations to the KMVFB. The 
generosity of the community continues to be remarkable and awe-inspiring. Jon again expressed thanks 
to the Art Fair for leading the donations drive. He said that Hank Stern’s informative updates on the fire 
department in action helped build community awareness and support.   
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When to Open Community Center: The Board reviewed the use of the Community Center and 
discussed the possibility of opening it to small groups. The board reaffirmed that the use of the 
Community Center and grounds are subject to State of California and San Mateo County Health Orders 
and protocols. The Board discussed that the Community Center may fall under the use category of 
convention centers, but the status of the Community Center under the regulations is unclear. For this 
reason, at the time of the meeting, it was determined that the Community Center itself should remain 
closed based on the current status of the State and San Mateo County’s Health Order. However, the 
Board agreed to follow up and determine the specific requirements for opening, and to modify the use 
agreement and use waiver to contain this information. 
 

Marketing a Bequest Program for KMVFB: Steve Johnson spoke about the status of bequest program. 
An advertisement will run in the next Echo in support of the program.    
 

Refrigerator Replacement for the Community Center: Tim German discussed need to purchase a 
new refrigerator for the community center. The purchase of the new refrigerator will be deferred until the 
community center is open for normal use.   
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 
Woodside Mounted Patrol Donation Program: Hank Stern discussed coordination with the Woodside 
Mounted Patrol Foundation to solicit donations for the KMVFB.  
 
OTHER ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS OR AUDIENCE: 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:03 pm.  
 
NEXT MEETING: November 10, 2020 at 7:30 pm 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Ted Thayer, Secretary 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For information, please contact chief@kmfd.org 
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The Kings Mountain Garden Club Presents 

 

A Virtual Wreath Making Party 
 

Saturday, December 5, 2020 
 

9:00 am Materials Pickup; 10:00 am Zoom Instruction 
 

The Kings Mountain Garden Club will once again have a wreath making activity on 
Saturday December 5, 2020. However, this year it will be virtual. Garden Club mem-
bers will have wreath frames, wire, greens, ribbon and/or bows and most anything else 
you might need for wreath making available for distribution to participants. Supply ta-
bles will be set up at the Community Center parking lot between 9 am and 10 am on 
that Saturday. Everyone will be given one free wreath frame. You will be charged at 
cost, if you want or need more than one. There may be nominal charges for ribbon and 
some other available decorations you might choose. If so, the prices will be clearly 
marked. 

Tools for wreath making will be signed out, though we expect many of you have the 
appropriate tools at home. 

If you have extra greens, hydrangeas, herbs, holly or any other wreath décor to 
share, they can be dropped off at a designated area of the Community Center the night 
before or the morning of the wreath making. 

At 10 am, the wreath making will go virtual. A Zoom or Google meet invitation will 
be posted on Groups.io on Friday evening. All neighbors are welcome, and we hope 
many of you will join in. Garden Club members will do demonstrations for those new to 
wreath and bow making. It will be a chance to meet and talk with your neighbors as 
you prepare to dress up your holiday homes. Of course, it will not be the same, but   
until we can meet in person, it will have to do. 

Note: If a distribution point change becomes necessary due to rain, the Garden 
Club will post the new information on Groups.io. The KMGC does not expect to sell 
plants at this time. If that changes, we will let you know. 

There will be cleanup of any leftover greens on Saturday after 12:30 PM. Masks will 
be required during any activity at the Community Center.  

If you have questions, please contact: Marguerite Kaufman, Marguerite@eeph.com 
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Kings Mountain Association Board Meeting 
 

October 14, 2020 
 

The October KMA Board Meeting was held online via Zoom. 
 

Board Members Present: Linda Elliott, David Kaufman, Betsy Rix, Jenn Soult, Eric Soult, Amber 
Steele, Marlene Stern, Holly Winnen. Guests: Eileen Fredrikson (Echo), Cindy Pitt, Kim Ward. 
Regrets: Cindy Phelps. 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:04 pm.  

Secretary’s Report: There was no September meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report: Eric reported on bank balance, expenses and 2021 membership renewals 
and new memberships received. 

Walk-Ins: The Board was informed that there is an obsolete KMA Facebook page that has not 
been used since 2014. Any information about this page would be hugely appreciated so that 
ownership can be updated, and content transferred. The current, active KMA Facebook link 
is https://www.facebook.com/kingsmountainassociation.  

Authors Night: The reading and discussion of Katherine Olivetti’s The Guided Dream Journal 
had a large turnout and was a successful event. It was noted that a short “meet and greet” be 
incorporated into future virtual events. The pros and cons of conducting speaker events as 
webinars or zoom meetings were discussed. The Board brainstormed ideas for future author and 
speaker nights. Several ideas for local writers, historians, teachers, performers and topics came 
up, and individual board members will follow through. The board intends to provide and promote 
future speaker events virtually over the next few months. Community input is always encouraged! 

Halloween: The official decision was made to not have any in-person activity. This decision is 
based on current county health & safety restrictions due to COVID-19. A virtual activity of 
decorating and celebrating virtually will be written up by Jenn and published on Groups.io. 

Holiday Party: The Board acknowledged that it is almost certain that an in-person party will not 
be possible, so ideas for virtual holiday community celebrations are being discussed.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:07 pm. 

 
Message to the Community from your KMA Board 

 

With current county health regulations precluding use of the CC, KMA plans to 
continue and expand our popular Zoom Speaker Series. Your suggestions would greatly 
help us to plan new programs that would be the most interesting to our community. We 
would love your input! Do you have an interesting, unusual, or fun hobby, knowledge set, 
or information to share and would feel comfortable presenting on Zoom? Do you know 
someone who is an author and would present their most recent publication? A chef who 
could hold a cooking demonstration? Maybe someone who is skilled at sewing masks and 
would be willing to host a sewing workshop? How about any of your neighbors? Knitting 
101? Holiday ornament crafting? Historians? The ideas are endless.  

Please submit your ideas for speakers/presenters and the speaker/presenters' contact 
information and we'll take it from there! Let us know! Email us 
at KMA@kingsmountainonline.com. Thank you very much. 
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While San Mateo County pandemic protocols continue to 
make large gatherings at the Community Center impossi-
ble, lots of spooky creatures found their way to the 
Mountain on Halloween anyway. Our traditional 

“Spooktacular” party just migrated to the roads, lanes, and even dirt trails near Kings 
Mountain homes and yards. There seemed to be an unusual amount of emaciated 
skeletons hanging from the trees, in doorways and just wandering around. All seemed 
to need treats to fill out their bones…especially the poor guy waiting patiently for the 
Mountain House to serve him some tasty food again.  

The Echo found creatures large and small looking for ways to play tricks on 
neighbors unless they put treats in their Halloween bags. These were just some of the 
monsters and alien tricksters we saw roaming about. 

Halloween Hijinks 
On the Mountain 
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November 2020 School News 
Zoom is the name of the game for KMES kids, teachers and parents. Like many 

adults shut out of their “normal” office location, our students are working from 
home,  using electronic devices to receive, complete and return on-line lessons 
from their teachers. Parents report that KMES teachers have maintained their ex-
cellent regime of challenging curriculum with engaging presentations and follow up. 
Of course, everyone would like to be with their classmates in person, but learning 
seems to be on target. 

School on the mountain is not entirely vacant. 
TK/K-1 teacher and Site Coordinator, Debbie 
Silveria, works 4 days per week from her class-
room zooming lessons to our littlest students 
where she can still use the many manipulative re-
sources on site. The familiar classroom setting 
background undoubtedly adds a bit of comfort for 
the kids too. Lesli Schmutz, our outstanding Ad-
ministrative Assistant works on site several morn-
ings per week, keeping communication open for 
CUSD needs as well as making library books and 
other things available to parents and students 
who come to school to pick up something needed for an assignment. Lesli provided 
the Echo with these recent class reports: 

 

TK/K/1: The class pet has been determined and the winner is….a turtle! Ms. Deb-
bie is looking into activities that tie this project into some science learning with an 
eye on possibly purchasing some Sea Turtle identification kits. Students continue to 
come on site on Fridays to refresh their reading books.  
 

2/3: Students have enjoyed two virtual field trips to learn about Rainforests. They 
learned about Dia de los Muertos and have also come on site to pick up art sup-
plies, workbooks etc.  
 

4/5: The class has been busy creating math games, coming up with questions that 
can’t be answered by Google. Science has the students exploring how ecosystems 
and food chains work. 
 

KMES Reopening Plans 
The CUSD school board has voted to continue full distance learning for KMES 

and other Cabrillo District schools through year end. The target date for reopening 
was set at January 19th, 2021. A small sub-set of special education and/or English 
language learners will begin earlier at several locations; KMES is not involved. Re-
opening will use a phase-in hybrid model involving in person schooling on campus 
alternating with distance learning work. Time periods for the phases has yet to be 
worked out. 
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The power shut-off beginning Sunday evening, October 25th offered another 
challenge for KMES teaching strategies. According to the HMB Review, while 3,600 
San Mateo County residents were affected, the majority of outages were in unincor-
porated areas like Kings Mountain. According to outage maps, 43 customers in 
HMB and 11 customers in La Honda lost power. Meanwhile, 50% of KMES stu-
dents were affected. The experience inspired this poem written by 5th grader, 
Nicholas Naylor from his distance learning school on Ware Road. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

KMAP News: Halloween Treats and Online Auction Cookies 
 

With no ability to have the costume parade of students 
marching around the schoolyard, parents improvised a new 
Halloween tradition. KMAP prepared goodie bags containing 
treats and fun activities to be picked up at three designated 
locations. A KMAP sponsored ZOOM party Friday night be-
fore Halloween kicked off this years’ school celebration and 
gave everyone a chance to show off their costumes.  

Parents also stayed busy fulfilling Art Fair Cookie lots 
purchased at the Kings Mountain School on-line auction last 

month. Ten auction lots of 
our huge cookies were 
among the most 
popular items sold, 
so it was time to 
bake and deliver 
them to calorie 
starved winners.  

Reflections on Not Having Power 
by Nicholas Naylor 

 

The sun was bright but inside we had no light 
Outside my sisters and I got to play with delight 
We could swing, we could bounce 
We could run, we could ride 
We heard birds, we heard frogs 
Freedom from zoom,  
  thanks to PG&E not wanting a boom. 
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Comfort Creators 
 
In June, 2019 a new service group called Comfort Creators was formed on Kings 

Mountain. The group has been making simple comforters, twin and crib size, con-
structed of donated fabric and yarn, new fiberfill, and new or donated bed sheets. 
Completed comforters are given to organizations serving homeless and other families 
in need.  

Comfort Creators has been on pause due to County health & safety COVID proto-
cols that temporarily closed our Community Center where the work is done. However, 
from June 2019 through March 2020, 36 comforters were donated to LifeMoves 
(www.lifemoves.org) for clients in their “First Step for Families” facility in San Mateo. 
LifeMoves runs 24 shelter and service sites, which give people experiencing homeless-
ness a temporary place to call home as well as case services to make permanent 
placements possible.  

In August, a backlog of 12 comforters that had been finished in a private home after 
the CC shut down were given to Puente (mypuente.org) in Pescadero for recent fire 
victims. They were very needed and appreciated by all.  

When COVID restrictions end, Comfort Creators will resume meeting on the 1st 
Tuesday of each month (except during the KMAF September) in the Community Cen-
ter from 9:30 am to 2:30 p.m. to assemble more comforters. No sewing is required for 
these assembly sessions and additional volunteers would be greatly appreciated. 
Comfort Creators hopes to expand its hours to accommodate schedules to allow for a 
more “open house” type of participation. Hopefully we can continue to bring our brown 
bag lunches and share a provided dessert to add a sense of fun and community well-
being to each work session.  

Comfort Creator participants have included Joanne Dunbar, Linda Elliott, Eileen 
Fredrikson, Carrie German, Linda Harrelson, Phyllis Obley, Kim Ohlund, Lore Ozols, 
Jan Ruby, Beulah Saquing, Kathy Shubin, Helen Stevens, and Kim Ward. All 
neighbors are welcome and encouraged to join us. Please let Carrie German 
(carrieg2@aol.com) know if you’d like to be added to our mailing list and contacted 
when this needed work can resume. We are honored to revitalize a service to our com-
munities that was begun more than 35 years ago in San Mateo. 
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Even though there are no KMA Mid-Week Movie Nights for the time being, we can still enjoy 
some great films from the safety of our homes. As usual, here are a few suggestions. We 
hope to see you again soon in person! 
 

I am sure that we all voted. Good job! Now that we have all done our civic duty and the dust 
has (mostly) settled, here are some films to watch in keeping with the season.   
 

Election. Reese Witherspoon shines as Tracy Enid Flick, the overachiever running for 
school president, who seems a shoo-in until a popular history teacher (played by Matthew 
Broderick) decides to spoil things. A decidedly dark comedy, this biting social satire offers a 
primer in how even the best laid plans (and intentions) can go awry once over-sized egos, 
fueled by political ambition and petty grievances, get in the way.  
 

Citizen Kane. In this age of money-influenced politics and media manipulation, it is instruc-
tive to see how this is not a new theme. Orson Welles’ masterpiece has a memorable se-
quence in which Charles Foster Kane tries to buy his way into political power through his 
millions and his chain of newspapers. Welles paints an evocative picture of the destructively 
toxic mix of money and politics that resonates today.   
 

Napoleon Dynamite. While not strictly a film about elections, this oddball comedy has the 
most memorable scene of a teen bringing down the house and turning the electoral tide 
through interpretative dance since, well, ever. It is also extremely funny, and who can’t use a 
laugh nowadays? 
 

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington. How better to end this list than with a dose of Capra-corn? 
When this film came out (in 1939) it was condemned for taking too much of an unflinching 
look at the corruption in American politics. How times have changed! Jimmy Stewart is rivet-
ing as Jefferson Smith, the small town scout leader who was elevated to U.S. Senator be-
cause the pow-ers-that-be in his state thought he would be easy to control. However, he 
starts thinking for himself, aided by Jean Arthur, a cynical, wisecracking reporter (with a 
heart of gold, of course) who gives him a crash course in political hardball. Through it all 
Frank Capra’s patriotic love for the common person shines though and leaves the viewer 
hopeful, if not optimistic, that with the right people in charge things can get better.   
 

Before the end of the year, we have to acknowledge the 100th anniversary of Federico 
Fellini’s birth. What better way than with a screening of La Strada, one of his earlier master-
pieces? Coincidentally, the Roxie Theater has a restored version available in its virtual cin-
ema (roxie.com).  
 

Met Opera Performances Streamed. For all you opera lovers, each day the Metropolitan 
Opera is offering, for free, a different presentation from the company’s Live in HD series. 
They are streaming on the Met website, www.metopera.org. Even on the small screen, they 
are mesmerizing!  Enjoy! – JR  

RRRIXIXIX   
PPPICKSICKSICKS   AT HOME 

-13-



 

Scout Troop #42  
Holiday Wreath Fundraiser  

 

 

 

 
Scout Troop #42 proudly offers fresh & beautiful 25 inch decorated 

wreaths with bows to spruce up your home or office. The proceeds from 
this fundraiser help support our troop activities and equipment needs.  

If you would like to purchase a wreath(s) for this holiday season, please 
mail, email or call me at the contact information provided below.  
 

Cameron Geranios  123 Huckleberry Trail ~ Woodside, CA 94062 
email: Cameronger123@Yahoo.Com ~ Phone: 650-851-1343  

 

You can snail mail your order form (below), e-mail or call in your order 
and pay when delivered.  

 
 

Holiday Wreath Order Form 
Please make your check payable to: “Scout Troop 42”  

 
 

Name: _________________________  Email: ______________________ 
Delivery address: ____________________________________________ 
City: _____________________   Telephone No.________________ 
Preferred Delivery Date/Time: (after 11/26/20) _______________________ 
Special delivery instructions: (leave on porch, etc.) ____________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Quantity___Large 25” decorated wreath(s) - $25.00 each for a total of $ __________ 

(Large Red Velvet Bow included)  
 

 
Thank You For Supporting Me and Scout Troop #42  
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 November 2020 

 

by Marty Eisenberg 

 

The chaos and bedlam of the 2020 presidential election campaigns have made 
even the recent CZU fire a seeming distant memory. The pandemic, and who knows 
what further election mayhem we may endure, brings to mind, how American compa-
nies also endure change over time and circumstances. Here is one to consider: 
 
Whatever happened to Studebaker Company?  On a recent fall fishing sojourn, I 
passed a rural home with an old Studebaker car rusting alongside. It got me thinking 
about Studebaker. I remember my parents had one – with seemingly stylish sleek lines 
for its time – when I was very young. Studebaker Company was founded by several 
brothers in South Bend, Indiana where they began a blacksmithing business and foun-
dry in 1851 making wagon and carriage parts. It was an opportune time. They were 
soon making freight wagons for those migrating west to join the California gold rush. 
Along came the American Civil War and demand for freight and gun carriages swelled.  
In 1895, the company began making “horseless carriages”.  Soon after, the enterprise 
was making carriages, artillery harnesses and ambulances supporting America’s par-
ticipation in World War I. After the war it resumed making cars and survived the Great 
Depression (and a resulting receivership) making low priced cars.  World War II re-
sumed demand for military vehicles. Studebaker made nearly 500,000 trucks, tens of 
thousands of “Jeeps” and thousands of engine assemblies for B-17 bombers.  It 
ranked 28th among American corporations awarded wartime government contracts. (It 
is said that Studebaker’s postwar success was in measure a result of the familiarity 
and appreciation GI’s acquired for its vehicles during the war.) After the war, it re-
sumed car making and received multiple awards for styling. However, it failed to meet 
the competitive challenges of Ford, Chrysler and General Motors discount pricing. 
Studebaker merged with Packard in the 1950’s – a marriage brought about by labor 
unions in an effort to preserve jobs. But the company withered to its demise a few 
years later. 

However, the Studebaker National Museum in South Bend thrives. Among its ex-
hibits is the largest collection of presidential “carriages” in the nation including the one 
used by President Lincoln the night of his assassination. See 
www.studebakermuseum.org. I’m told its collection of vehicles is breathtaking. 

AND HARK! A new Studebaker Motor Company is in its infancy designing “concept 
cars” (and scooters and scooter-sidecars--perhaps in case funding isn’t what it’s hoped 
to be). See www.studebakermotorcompany.com. One thing is certain. Neither a gold 
rush nor a national or international conflict is going to spur it to success.  
__________________________ 
 

“Half the American people have never read a newspaper. Half never voted for President. One hopes it is 
the same half.” [Eugene Luther Gore Vidal - American novelist and public intellectual; 1925 – 2012] 

MountainMountainMountain   
MusingsMusingsMusings   
   

MMMaaarrrtttyyy’’’sss   
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