May 2019

Volume 15, Issue 5
Hello Neighbors:
Your editor has found herself
remaining strangely sanguine, in
spite of the dissonance reported
in print, electronic and social
media news cycles daily. How
could this be, I wondered? Then
the KMES Principal’s newsletter
arrived with the profoundly
soothing Apache Blessing shown
here on its cover. How many
parents, do you suppose, receive such powerful native wisdom, with news that their children will
be taking all-important state mandated progress tests next week? Not many, I suspect. Then I
began final review of our May Kings Mountain Echo stories and found lots of good news, and
reports about neighbors working together and about just plain having fun together. What? Can
there be sort of a bubble of sanity that is pervasive on the mountain?
You are invited to amble through this issue, especially considering how much of what happens on the mountain differs from most other environments. You will find that the Art Fair that
funds our vital fire protection and school enrichment has been juried; committee chairs are hard
at work, and talented neighbors are invited to submit an enclosed application to participate in the
Mountain Art section of the 56th Annual Fair. There are pages of reports and pictures from terrific KMA events and invitations to attend even more. Our super competent volunteer fire department is also on the way to getting its much-upgraded new fire truck, and 38 neighbors began full
Saturday classes of CERT training to further strengthen our mountain fire safety, search and rescue and other emergency responses. The music enrichment programs as well as remarkable
earth day activities at KMES made for good news, along with a wonderful fund raiser held at the
Mountain House. The unique Djerassi resident Artist program reached out to all of us to introduce a more robust land stewardship program, offering
interesting volunteer opportunities and even a paid professional job opening with their non-profit organization.
The advent of spring brought our Kings Mountain Garden Club back into action, with an invitation to join them
for fun and help improving your property. And, of
course, our intrepid columnist Marty offers interesting
advice on books, local history and food trends that you
will find nowhere else.
So, Happy Mother’s Day and Happy Spring to all.
Let’s remember the Apache Blessing every day and the
Mat King, John Curcio and Kelly Sanderson
good fortune we all share by living in our unique Kings
Inspect the New KMFD Fire Truck Cab
Mountain community.
Stay well and stay engaged,
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist

Thinking About the Art Fair?
By Bev Abbott, Executive Director

Are you thinking about the Art Fair yet? Maybe
not, but a lot of your friends and neighbors are. As
the weather turns warmer, (we hope) some of us
turn our thoughts to a busy summer of getting
ready for our BIG EVENT – ART FAIR 2019 on
Labor Day Weekend. This will be our 56th year of
coming together as a community to raise funds for our Fire Brigade/Department and
Kings Mountain Associated Parents, which supports our
School. Work has already been done on our infrastructure
and the jury has met. We have 139 artists who have been
selected and have accepted and who are getting ready for
their season. Last year we had 30 new artists and this
year we have 30 new ones as well. That means in two
years well over a third of our artist are new. Exciting! We
are also eager to welcome some of our artists who have
participated for years and who are well liked among our
customers. We are hoping our Mountain Artist section will grow a bit this year. If you
have questions about your art and how you may fit into the Fair, you can contact Bow
Papanos our Mountain Artist Chair at bowpapanos@gmail.com.
Our Marketing Team has revised and improved our strategy of reaching out to
those who are likely to come and buy our art. For example, the marketing team runs
ads for the Art Fair on Google and Facebook. Google and Facebook have a program
that allows an employee to grant free advertising to their
choice of non-profits. To help get more of Art Fair proceeds for our Fire Brigade and Kings Mountain School,
the team is looking for Google or Facebook employees
who live on our mountain (or employees who are friends/
family of Kings Mountain residents) who are willing to
spend 5 minutes to donate their philanthropy credits. You
may have seen Sandy Shapero’s posts about this strategy so please respond if you can (sandy@toofar.net)
and encourage your neighbors to do so if they work for one of these organizations.
Our next event is June 2, the Art Fair Kick Off meeting where all the Chairs of Committees will gather and share their plans. I look forward to working with all the Chairs –
they are an amazing group of skilled, enthusiastic and fun volunteers.
If you have questions about the Art Fair do not hesitate to contact me, Bev Abbott
650-868-9132.
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KMA Annual Meeting and Board Election
The Kings Mountain Association Annual Meeting on May 5th was successful on many
levels. Officially, the purpose of the annual meeting is to provide a forum where association
members can vote to fill open board of director positions. In fact, the event did that and much
more. The short business meeting was professionally run with a truly excellent dinner following
a comedic riff about living on the mountain.
Current KMA Board president Jenn Soult called the meeting to
order with a welcome and invitation to all to attend upcoming meetings. She listed the ambitious schedule of KMA sponsored events
planned thus far. These included a Mountain Lion expert speaking
on May 23rd, Ohlone History Night with the California State Parks
Archeologist on June 18th, and the Summer Party, July 14th. The
election vote followed. Two current board members, Eric Soult and
Betsy Rix whose 3-year terms were up but were eligible to run for
re-election was announced. Since the KMA board nominating committee had previously concurred, ballots on every table listed Rix,
Soult and space for a write in. A call for nominations from the floor
was made but none was received. Completed ballots were collected for confidential count.
Professional comedian Bernie Sinsay entertained the crowd with self effacing and funny
stories while the election count proceeded. Mr. Sinsay had obviously studied up on our
neighborhood as he cracked jokes about the “flatlanders” vs. fine “mountain folk.” He also
posed some clever questions to selected neighbors in the audience, which drew knowing
laughs. It was good fun and provided a jovial set up for the evening’s delicious dinner.
Kudos are due to event chairman, Betsy Rix for integrating a good business meeting with
an exceptionally enjoyable social evening. The CC was decked out with beautiful flower arrangements from mountain gardens on every table. The entire KMA board contributed time
and effort to decorate, set up and clean up so that KMA
members could just come and enjoy. Thank you Jenn
Soult, Cindy Oldham, Cindy Phelps, Amber Steele,
Marlene Stern, Eric Soult and Holly Winnen. VERY SPECIAL THANKS also go to neighbor Jan Lundberg, who
moved very heavy photography equipment to the CC to
set up a professional portrait studio for the evening. Jan
donated her services all evening, posing anyone interested (and practically everyone was) in having a free professional portrait to take home. Wow! Jan made everyone
look especially attractive. Don’t know how she does it, but
we all received quite a terrific gift and lasting memory from an “only on the mountain” experience. Overall, the evening vibe was perfect, seeming like a gathering of friends, not just
neighbors. The Echo is already looking forward to next year’s Annual Meeting.
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Great Portraits and Candids Taken at the Annual Dinner

The blood banks are in need of donations in order to ensure supplies are ready in
the event of emergencies on the Peninsula. Would you be willing to take about 45
minutes to donate blood if the blood bank professionals came to the CC sometime
in July or August? KMA would be pleased to sponsor such a day if enough
neighbors are willing to participate.
Please email Cindy Phelps at cindysemail@rocketmail.com if you are willing to sign up. KMA will
schedule a date and time that seems the most convenient and notify all respondents.

-4-

KMA Mountain Association Board Meeting Minutes
Date: April 10, 2019
Present: Cindy Oldham, Cindy Phelps, Marlene Scherer Stern. Cindy Oldham called the meeting to
order at 7:02 pm.
Walk-in’s: Eileen Fredrikson
Approval of Minutes: March minutes were approved online and will be published in the Echo.
Treasurer’s report: No treasurer’s report, Eric was not in attendance.
Public notices: None this month.
Old Business:
Movie Night: The KMA movie night had about 45 attendees, for the academy award winning movie
Green Book. It was a very big success. On Wednesday, May 1, Cinema Paradiso will be shown.
PUMA Project speaker update: Out sick, Amber via email report, the PUMA folks are confirmed,
the date was cleared to hold at the community center on Thursday, May 23rd. The talk will be
presented by the Bay Area Project/Felidae Conservative Fund. Community members will have the
opportunity to learn about mountain lion ecology, history and the challenges of sharing habitat with
mountain lions, and learn essential tips for living and recreating without fear in puma habitat. The
KMA Board has confirmed that the community center will be available for the event.
Spring Brunch: Out sick, Holly reported via email. Everything is good to go, (cooks, egg hunt,
decorating, gin fizzes and publicity). She needs help with clean up and everything else is covered.
See you on April 14th. Betsy is available all weekend to help.
Bylaws: Suggested changes will be voted on at the May meeting when a quorum is in attendance.
Annual Dinner: Out sick, Betsy reported via email. She asked that we post the flyer and advertise
on the KMA FB Page, Betsy will reach out for help to decorate on May 4th. Cindy P. offered up lights
if they are needed. Everyone agreed that bringing in a comedian for the dinner would be a great
idea. Voting ballots will be at the dinner per by-laws. Betsy Rix and Eric Soult are up for re-election.
Blood Drive: Cindy P. reported that we need 15 participants pre-registered for the drive to happen.
Cindy will have interest sheets at the next KMA events and schedule for a date in late summer.
New Business:
Authors/Speakers: Cindy reported on the Ohlone Presentation. Mark Hylkema will be presenting
on June 18, at 7:00 pm. Sandy Shapero has it all organized. Refreshments will be served. Don
Horsley is still pending as a future speaker.
Propane Discount: Jenn is in communication with Ferrell Gas to discuss a propane discount plan
for KMA members along with KAMPS.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm.
The next KMA Board meeting is on Wednesday, May 8 at 7:00 pm and all community members are
welcome to attend.
Submitted by Marlene Scherer Stern on 4/10/19
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Celebrating Spring at the KMA Brunch
Spring was fully “sprung” on the Mountain on Sunday April 14th. In spite of only
marginally co-operative weather, the CC glowed with warmth, good cheer and good
food at the KMA Spring Brunch. KMA board member Holly Winnen was “Majordomo”
of the day, heading a high energy team of chefs, servers, decorators and greeters that
made the CC glow with delicious good cheer. Neighbors and friends began streaming
in as soon as the doors opened. Families, often three generations deep, dug in to a
luscious feast of eggs, pancakes, sausages, muffins, and more. The huge banquet
table fairly groaned with food. The Echo suspects even the most serious dieter found it
pointless to resist the pancakes, especially, (and how about those fizzes?). Big thanks
to Holly and her team, including Kathy and Erin Kennedy-Miller, Larry and Pat Mann,
Linda Elliott, Pat Wurster, Cindy Oldham, Betsy Rix, Hailey Winnen, Alex Reise, David
Borcean, Jan Lundberg, Deb and Ashley Soult, Nick Alafouzos, Jerry O'Connell, Rob
Robinson, and John Samish.
Even the Easter Bunny could not resist these festivities. He seems to have hidden
hundreds of eggs for Kings Mountain youngsters to find among the redwoods…and
even in the tire dragon. The Bunny also found the estimable Jan Lundberg’s photo
room. Seems he loved muzzling in on the action there. Here are some of Echo photographer Bill Goebner’s shots of the party and Jan’s Bunny booth pictures. Enjoy!
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Kids Wowed by the Giant Bunny and Spring Egg Hunt
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Mountain Artists
Application for Kings Mountain Art Fair
Labor Day Weekend
August 31 & September 1, 2, 2019
Admission Requirements and Fee
1. Must be a current Kings Mountain resident (geographical area by Kings Mountain
Volunteer Fire Brigade District) OR
2. A “childhood resident” of Kings Mountain as defined by:
a. His/her parents are currently Kings Mountain residents AND
b. He/she grew up on Kings Mountain AND he/she is either:
● A full time student (on actual dates of the Art Fair)
o Name of school ___________________________________________
o Proof of current student status. Photocopy of student Identification
card covering the period of the Art Fair must be attached to
application.
● A member of the Military or National Service.
o Branch of Service_________________________________________
o Proof of current Military or National Service. Photocopy of
identification card covering the period of the Art Fair must be
attached to the application.
3. Must be handmade goods, made by the Artist.
4. Must submit a $50.00 entry fee with this application. Make checks
payable to KINGS MOUNTAIN ART FAIR.
A 10% donation of your sales will be given to the Kings Mountain Community.
Date______________________
Name_______________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________
Telephone___________________
Email Address___________________________________
Website Address_________________________________
Type of Artwork/Media you are entering (new artists must submit photos with
application)__________________________________________________________
Price range of Art/Products__________________________________________________
Signature_____________________________
Submit your application and entry fee to:
Bow Papanos
13902 Skyline Blvd
Woodside, Ca, 94062

Application due date is July 1, 2019
Notification of Acceptance/Non Acceptance
will be mailed out by July 8, 2019
Any questions? email: mysticmoonbs@icloud.com
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Invitation to Kings Mountain Resident Artists
I am inviting you to apply for a booth in the Mountain Artists section of the 2019 Kings
Mountain Art Fair. If you are a new resident or long-time mountain folk, I encourage you to apply.
All applicants must meet the requirements for Kings Mountain residency to exhibit. The exclusivity
of this section is based on the traditions of the fair itself and adds to the uniqueness of our event.
It also shows off local talent to all our patron’s and community for everyone to enjoy. I am not
accepting applications for food products to be sold in this section. All foods are handled through
the Cook Shack and must comply with the San Mateo County Environmental Health Department
regulations, inspections and licensing fees.
The Kings Mountain Art Fair is rated as one of the top three art Fairs in California. Please
consider becoming a part such an extraordinary event with an amazing group of other talented
resident artists. Complete the application in this Echo to join us.
Bow Papanos ( Artist )
Mountain Artists Chairman/Coordinator

Art Fair 2019 Planning Continues
3rd Call: Marketing Team Opportunity
Dear Kings Mountain Neighbors,
The Art Fair has a strong marketing team, but we looking to add another PR press person.
This volunteer would work with Sheena Mawson, PR team leader, and Sandy Shapero, Marketing
Chair. The objective is to get KMAF articles into the local newspapers, which includes updating
the press release and contacting our 7 target newspapers. This is primarily done in July and
August. This person does not have to have PR experience but should be assertive, comfortable
making phone calls, and motivated to help us get art-buying people to the fair.
The person would work closely with us to ensure there is a consistent PR/marketing
message. It’s a fun team (Sheena Mawson, Cindy Oldham, Carrie German, Meta Townsley, and
Sandy Shapero). There are approximately three meetings between April and August. If you have
ideas about who might be interested, please contact Sandy at sandy@toofar.net , 851-9832 or
Sheena Mawson at smmawson@gmail.com, 851-2581.

Looking for Google/Facebook Credits for Art Fair Promotion
We are starting to plan our social media campaign for the 2019 Art Fair. We try to promote
the fair in the most effective and cost-efficient manner.
One of the ways we do that is to use credits that Google and Facebook grant to their
employees. Both companies have a program that allows an employee to grant free advertising to
their choice of non-profits. Last year, Liz Gannes, Kate Rouch, and another Google KM employee
donated their credits, which allowed us to reach an audience that we had not reached before and
at no cost to the Fair. It is a very generous gift.
Our request is this: If you, a family member or a friend is an employee of Google or
Facebook, please consider asking them if they would be willing to donate their August and
September credits to the Art Fair. Many employees are not aware of the program but Sheena can
assist them in how to do it. We promise to make it as easy as possible to help us out. Thanks in
advance!
Sheena Mawson and Sandy Shapero
smmawson@gmail.com
sandy@toofar.net
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on April 9, 2019
ATTENDANCE: Jon Fredrikson, Anna Roesch-Tubbs, Tim Naylor, Joe Rockmore, Julia Simmons, Jim
Sullivan, Ted Thayer, Kim Ohlund, Steve Johnson, Frank Adams, and Bill Goebner.
Board President Jon Fredrikson called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:30 pm.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: The Board approved the minutes of the prior meeting of March 12, 2019.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Anna Roesch-Tubbs discussed the Board creating a separate checking account
for CERT related expenses. After a brief discussion, the Board approved the creation of the account. Anna
explained that a summary of membership and year to date reports would be provided at the May 14th
meeting.
BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin reported the following uses of the
Community Center in March 2019:
Exercise/Dance Classes

19

Monthly Community Board Meetings

4

KMVFB Training & Maintenance

6

Community Events/Parties

3

Private Events/Parties

2

TOTAL USES FOR THE MONTH

34

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the March 2019 report:
Medical aid

6

Vehicle accident

1

Public assist

3

Firefighter standby

1

Vehicle fire

0

Smoke check

0

Structure fire

1

Vegetation fire

0

Hazardous materials

0

Rescue

0

Cover assignment

0

Alarm sounding

1

Water tender group response

0

Trash fire

0

TOTAL # RESPONSES FOR
THE MONTH

13

AVERAGE # OF RESPONDERS

Number of incidents with no
Volunteer response:

1

4.1

OLD BUSINESS:

Fire Truck Chassis Inspection: Chief Sullivan reported on the status of the new fire truck. He expected the
cab and chassis would be delivered on April 15th. It will be inspected by the KMFD and if approved, the
down payment will be made. After delivery, the chassis will be built into the new fire truck and the completed
truck will be completed in approximately 3 to 4 months.
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Sale of 1998 Freightliner Pumper: With the purchase of the new truck, the Freightliner Pumper will soon
become redundant. Julia Simmons and Anna Roesch-Tubbs will lead efforts to sell the pumper once the
new truck is deployed.
Kings Mountain CERT Plans: Kim Ohlund briefed the Board on the status of Kings Mountain CERT
trainings. Forty-one Kings Mountain residents signed up for CERT training at the Chili Cook-off. Kim sent an
email to those who signed up and a notice of CERT training will also be sent to La Honda residents as well.
Training will begin on April 20th at the Community Center. The Board considered a motion to allocate funds
from Art Fair grants from popcorn receipts to fund CERT training and kits for trainees. The Board
unanimously approved $3,500 for CERT training kits if they cost $30 or less, and $4,000 if the kits cost more
than $30 each.
CERT Ham Radio Class June 28th: Jon Fredrikson will clarify the content of the radio training class being
offered to us by the La Honda CERT and will report findings to the Board at a future meeting. Frank Adams
and Steve Johnson indicated that the Kings Mountain Radio Club can assist CERT trained residents obtain
radio training if required.
Property Clean Up: Julia Simmons will pursue a crew for vegetation removal at the Community Center and
report back to the Board at a future meeting.
KMVFB Email Address: Joe Rockmore will continue to explore setting up an email address for the Board
hosted on Kings Mountain Online.
KMVFB Yahoo/Slack Groups: Joe Rockmore reported that residents are signing up with Slack, but are still
using the Yahoo group as well. Joe will re-send invitations to join Slack and set up channel for the Board.
Joe also recommended moving KMVFB documents from Yahoo to Google Docs. Currently Joe is the sole
moderator for Kings Mountain Slack. Julia suggested that another person should be co-moderator for the
Board. A co-moderator will be determined at a future meeting.
Conflict of Interest Signature: Jon Fredrikson provided a copy of the conflict of interest documentation,
which was signed by Julia Simmons.
NEW BUSINESS:
New ISO 4 Ranking: Chief Sullivan reported that the Insurance Services Office (ISO) rating for our region
improved from a ranking of 5 to a ranking of 4 for houses within 5-miles of the fire station, and to a ranking of
4a for houses within 5-miles of the fire station that are greater than 1,000 feet from a hydrant. ISO rankings
range from 10 to 1 with 1 being the best, and these rankings are used by insurance companies to make
underwriting decisions. Without the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Department, most of the homes on Kings
Mountain would have an ISO ranking of 10 and this could adversely affect homeowners insurance.
Nominating Committee for Directors: Jon Fredrikson discussed the potential need for a nominating
committee for directors. Anna Roesch-Tubbs and Tim Naylor agreed to continue on the Board once their
current terms are over and therefore no committee is needed.
Community Center Exit Steps Marking: This item was held over for discussion at the May Board meeting.
VFIS Insurance Policy Renewal: The Board reviewed the current insurance policy in light of the purchase
of the new vehicle. The Board also discussed liability insurance at the Community Center. The Board voted
unanimously that all sponsors of private single use events at the Community Center be required to provide a
certificate of liability insurance as part of the use agreement. The Board also unanimously approved a
motion that KMVFB would reimburse current volunteer firefighters for the cost of getting a certificate issued.
Julia Simmons and Tim Naylor will review the current single use event contract and revise it to include the
insurance requirement.
MEETING ADJOURNED at 9:01 pm.
NEXT MEETING: May 14, 2019 at 7:30 pm
Respectfully submitted,
Ted Thayer, Secretary
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Attention Kings Mountain CERT members (and residents who want to join KM CERT):
There is a CERT training class in Woodside starting on May 13th. Please take this class to
qualify as a member of KM CERT or to make up any classes you may have missed at the
trainings here on Kings Mountain. (There is no fee to take make-up classes.)
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Kings Mountain CERT Training Begins
Over 45 residents have signed up to join the Kings Mountain
Community Emergency Response Team (KM CERT) so far. It’s quite
remarkable that such a high percentage of residents are willing to
actively work to prepare themselves and our community for a possible
emergency disaster. It’s not too late to join the team! Kim Ohlund, KM
CERT Coordinator, says that our CERT organization is still very interested in adding more people,
so please contact her if you’d like to sign up. Kim’s email is kohlund@sbcglobal.net.
The first KM CERT training class was held on Saturday, April 20, with a full day focusing on disaster medical operations. It was a hands-on training experience, as you can see from the photos on
this page. Not everybody could make Saturday classes, so other CERT training options are being
offered. For example, there’s a CERT training class that starts on May 13 in Woodside. The Woodside CERT classes are on Monday and Tuesday evenings, with one final drill on Saturday, June 8.
The class schedule is shown on the facing page. Once you graduate from the Woodside CERT
classes, you’ll become a bona fide member of KM CERT.
Our community owes a debt of gratitude to members of the La Honda and South Skyline CERT
Associations and the La Honda Fire Brigade. A number of people from those associations, including Peggy Wargo, Judy Secenebaugh, Pat O’Coffey, Iryna Ishchenko, and Peter Chupity have generously donated their time and experience to train our new KM CERT members. The KM Fire Department members also are very active in the training program.
There’s a great deal of material to cover in the CERT program, but students have remained
alert and interested in all the subjects. It’s been a beneficial learning experience for everyone.
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Please join us at the Community Center for another KMA

on Wednesday, June 5 at 7:00 pm (snacks) - film starts at 7:30 pm.
This month’s Kings Mountain Movie Night offering is an award-winning 2018 film:

EIGHTH GRADE
A 13-year-old girl struggles to
embody her extroverted
YouTube persona in her offscreen life in this modern
coming-of-age comedy.
Dir. Bo Burnham, 2018, 94 min.,
Rated R.
“This is a film that gets under
the skin of Generation X with
humor and heartfelt emotion
that makes it a genuinely great
coming-of-age movie that hooks
you by the heart.” –
Cath Clarke, The Big Issue.
“I thought it was the best film
about adolescence I've seen in
a long time. Maybe ever" –
Molly Ringwald, actress and star
of Thirteen Candles.
The movie has a 99% rating from Rotten Tomatoes.
The fun (i.e., snacks and wine!) starts at 7:00 pm; the film screens at 7:30 pm.
The film series is sponsored by KMA. All movies screen at the Community Center and are free. Feel free to bring a snack or wine to share. (Some bring their
own portable chairs to sit on.) They are always fun!
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KMA Speaker Series Presents
Catherine Gallo
from the Bay Area Puma Project/Felidae Conservation Fund

Living with Mountain Lions

Please come hear an expert presentation on this topic important to all Kings
Mountain residents. Learn about mountain lion ecology, history, the challenges
of sharing habitat with mountain lions, and learn essential tips for living and recreating without fear in puma habitat. We will also learn the important role of
mountain lions in creating healthy ecosystems and enjoy engaging photos and
videos.

Thursday, May 23, 2019
7:00 pm, Mix & Mingle. Program Begins at 7:30 pm.
Kings Mountain Community Center
Admission is Free
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Kings Mountain School
Open House
Art & Science
Please join us for Open House on
Thursday, May 23rd from 5:00 pm to 7:30 pm.
We look forward to sharing and celebrating the great work and
learning Kings Mountain Students have accomplished this year!

Dinner with Jaime's Taco Cart- Starts at 5:00 pm.
Welcome - 6:00 pm.
• Principal
• KMAP President
• SSC President

Classroom Visits- 6:30 pm.
Ice Cream Social- 7:00 pm.

All Are Welcome!
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Mountain House Fun Benefits Kings Mountain School
The sign on the blackboard listing the evening’s specials read: “Welcome Supporters of Kings Mountain School.” It was a most fitting start to an exceptional evening
benefiting KMES on May 3rd. The special menu items listed were beautifully presented
and delicious, (as always), and the place was packed from the time the doors opened
at 5:30. It was exhilarating to see such deep and enthusiastic support for our school
expressed by a crowd at every table. Neighbors, both young and not so young fairly lit
up the restaurant with good cheer while spending money for a good cause. Plus, a
flock of high energy kids provided living proof of why curriculum enrichment program
funding is so important at KMES.
For the record, the person with the biggest grin and welcoming presence all evening was restaurateur extraordinaire, Jerry Olson. The ever- generous Mountain House
owner looked like giving away 50% of an evening’s proceeds (probably more than
100% of profits) to our local school is simply a pleasure. For years, the Mountain
House event has pretty much closed school fund-raising with only the June 7th Fund
Run remaining for the 2018-2019 year. The donation from May 3rd will bring the total
close to, or over the top of the KMAP budget target as it has done many times. The
Kings Mountain Associated Parents send HUGE thanks to the Olsons and to all the
friends and neighbors who came to our benefit dinner.

-17-

May 2019 School News
April was a busy month at Kings Mountain School with two big event highlights. First, the
KMES Spring Music Celebration on April 11th was the perfect send off to Spring Break. The
high energy evening kicked off with the principal, all classroom teachers and staff singing an
adapted version of ‘We Are Family.!’ After delightful performances
from each class, Music teacher extraordinaire, Paul Godwin, led a collaborative performance piece including the whole school. Teacher
Paul then opened the mic for individual performances. Students responded with uninhibited creativity and talent. Performances ranged
from choreographed student-authored original songs, instrumentals,
vocals with accompaniments from guitar, keyboard, violin and kazoo!
The final family acts wowed the audience. They included folk songs
from the Polonchek Family’ and a disco rave act from the Freestones,
(complete with disco ball) that brought everyone to their feet. Candles
and cupcake, birthday song and appreciation for teacher Paul ended
a truly magical Mountain music evening!

Kids returned from Spring break on April 22nd to a celebration of Earth Day that had been in
the planning stages for weeks. School started with a morning video where everyone learned
the history and importance of Earth Day. Moving outside, the whole KMES staff and students
recited the Earth Day Pledge below, setting the stage for a full day of relevant activities.

Earth Day Pledge
We join with the Earth and with each other
To bring new life to the land
To celebrate the seas
To restore the waters
To rejoice in the sunlight
To refresh the air
To sing the song of the stars

We join with the Earth and with each other
To renew the forest
To recreate the human community
To care for the plants
To promote justice and peace
To protect the creatures
To remember all of Earth’s creatures
We join together for the healing of the Earth and the renewal of all life
on our planet.

KMES 4th & 5th graders presented plans they created for outdoor learning spaces at school.
Parent Scott Menary (Malia & Kahli) went over safety rules for working with tools then teachers
and students began planting in the existing boxes. Soon, Big Creek Lumber arrived with soil
and lumber to build two new 4 ft. x 8 ft. raised garden beds in the upper playground. KMES
was one of two schools selected for a garden bed grant the company gives annually to schools
within 25 miles of their locations. Supply deliveries take place every spring just in time to plant
spring gardens. Eligible schools must have a plan in place to continue the garden. KMES 2-3
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teacher Tyler Elliott secured some plant donations from
Pacifica Garden Nursery and the Cabrillo district distributed
paper seed pods to students to honor Earth Day. With
invaluable help from Scott and Venture Free leaders, Emily
and Matt, students unloaded the truck, built the raised
boxes, shoveled dirt and planted vegetable gardens. An
earlier 2-3 class math project had calculated how much
area and plants would be needed to feed salad to their
entire classroom. The Echo is anxious to hear about their
accurate results at harvest time.
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Djerassi Resident Artist Program Opportunities
Since 1979, Kings Mountain has been home to the internationally recognized Djerassi
Resident Artist Program, considered one of the pre-eminent such programs in the world.
Perched quietly on 583 beautiful acres off Bear Gulch West, Djerassi grants about 90
residencies per year (typically 7 % of applicants). Since its inception, artists from 54 countries
and all 50 states have been hosted in over 2400 residencies on the mountain.
In addition, the protection and stewardship of their unique and beautiful property, is half
the Djerassi programs’ mission. The already robust Djerassi program commitment to
environmental leadership was solidified in 1999 through a conservation easement
partnership with POST, which protects the land in perpetuity. The entire property is part of a
special region called the California Floristic Province, one of the world’s 35 biodiversity
hotspots.
In 1999, the Djerassi Resident Artists and Environmental Stewardship Program became
an independent non-profit organization. As such, the program accomplishes its huge
mandate with a small, highly qualified, and motivated staff. Thus, Djerassi management
reached out to the Echo, to help get the word out to neighbors about upcoming opportunities
there. These include a rare paid position now available, as well as new volunteer needs. First
the Job posting:
Djerassi Job Opening
Position Title: Facilities Manager
Reports to: Executive Director
Position Status: Regular, Full Time, Exempt
Salary: $53-63k with full room and board
Deadline: Review of resumes will be begin Tuesday, April 30 and continue until the
position has been filled.
To Apply: Please email a cover letter and resume and the names of three (3) professional
references to admin@djerassi.org
The subject line of your email should read: Facilities Manager/YOUR NAME.

Land Stewardship Volunteers Needed
The land stewardship program is looking for intrepid and willing individuals who can help
us restore, preserve, and maintain the lands that have been a source of inspiration for
hundreds of artists. If you or someone you know might be interested in joining our volunteer
team to help maintain our trails, remove invasive species, monitor wildlife, conduct vegetation
surveys, or in another capacity, please let us know! If you are reading the Echo on line, you
can fill out this Djerassi Volunteer Interest Form as well as sending it to anyone you think
may also be interested in volunteering. Readers of the Echo paper version, please contact
Djerassi Environmental Stewardship Coordinator, Andrew Nguyen,
environment@djerassi.org (650)747-1250 ext. 14
Sculpture Hike Lottery Is Monday, June 3 at 9:00 am
Your opportunity to obtain reservations for the remaining 2019 free sculpture hikes takes
place June 3rd. Participants are chosen by online lottery when the lottery link goes live that
day at http://djerassi.org/events/sculpture-hikes/ If you are one of the 20 lottery winners for
your hike selection, you will be notified of your winning status via email within 5 business
days. Hike dates available are: Sunday, June 30th, 4pm – 7pm; Thursday, July 25th, 4pm –
7pm; Monday, August 5th, 4pm – 7pm; Sunday, August 25th, 4pm – 7pm; Sunday,
September 8th, 4pm – 7pm; Saturday, September 21st, 4pm – 7pm .
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See the New Art Kiosk Installation
Neighbors are invited to view a dramatic and challenging work by New York Sculptor/
Painter Katherine Umstead at the Art Kiosk in the Old Courthouse Plaza in RWC. Lance
Fung of Fung Collaboratives on Kings Mountain introduced the work and the artist at an
opening reception on April 12th. Entitled, Long View, the work consists of four large (nearly
6 ft x 8 ft) collage paintings. Each panel hangs within the 4-sided Kiosk allowing viewers to
walk around and through the flowing images. Ms. Umstead told the Echo, she painted on
blotter paper to achieve the deeply saturated yet soft flowing colors which sharply contrast
with party glitter used in the piece. The artist holds a prestigious grant as resident artist at
the Vermont Studio Center as well as working out of her studios in Manhattan and upstate
NY. She has exhibited widely, but “Long View, closing May 12th, is her first solo exhibition
on the West Coast. Fung Collaboratives serves as curator of the entire Kiosk series.

Kings Mountain Garden Club
May 2019
Spring blossoms that we see up and down Skyline and along many hiking trails generally prompts renewed interest in gardening among Mountain neighbors. However, our
many micro-climates and variances in terrain makes effective gardening a bit challenging.
Fortunately, the Kings Mountain Garden Club is here to help…and they are good at it. Club
members met this week to plan the 2019 season of educational events. Typically, these include garden tours demonstrating specific areas of interest, (i.e.: drought resistant plants,
flowering gardens, herbs, organic farming, etc.), plus a members-only luncheon at a marvelous Mountain garden home, and ending with a fun wreath making session in early December. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to join. A tour of Alma Fletcher’s rhododendrons begins the season on May 11th at 1:00 pm. Events, except the luncheon are usually
free. However, since events are at private residences, the club does not post event destination addresses in advance except to Club Members. Please use the Membership form
below to join our KM Garden Club.
Kings Mountain Garden Club Membership Application/Renewal
Name(s) _________________________________________
Address___________________________________________
City____________________ State ________________ Zip ______________
Phone____________________________ Email ___________________________
Send this application and a check for $10.00 to:

Kings Mountain Garden Club
Attn. Betty Johnson, Treasurer, 12200 Skyline Blvd., Woodside CA 94062
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May 2019
by
Marty Eisenberg

A Captivating Book: Very recently (2019) published Madam Fourcade’s Secret War by author
Lynne Olson is an account of an incredibly brave French woman who organized a spy-resistance
network throughout “free” and occupied France during Word War II. The events are rife with the
bitter political rivalry between Vichy Marshal Philippe Petain and ousted French general Charles de
Gaulle. The strength and unshrinking bravery of these several hundred French patriots led by
Madam Fourcade, defying occupation and assisting Allied forces with intelligence concerning such
subjects as submarine sailings, V-2 missile production sites, replacements troop movements and
Normandy gun emplacements often reads more like a spell-binding novel than historical fact. The
ardent patriotism of many led to their tragic arrests and executions. Nevertheless, the book is
uplifting and inspiring. It is said that “war is a contest of wills”. The persistence, drive and tenacity of
these French patriots, from produce sellers to aristocracy, illustrate the power of dedication and
resolve.
Reading this book was coincidentally very timely for me. My mother fled Germany to Palestine and
then to the United States in the 1930’s. Among family members not so fortunate were her aunt and
uncle, Ignatz and Lea Lentschner, then prospering furniture makers in Stuttgart. They were arrested, deported to Poland and killed in the Lodz ghetto. Germany is doing much to atone for the
acts of a past generation. Cities have organized Stolpersteine committees that place Stolpersteines
(memorial “stumbling stones”) at the former residence locations of families torn apart by the evils of
that war. Last month Stolpersteines engraved with my great aunt and uncle’s names were set into
the sidewalk at the place of their former home in Stuttgart . My sister attend the ceremony of the
laying of the stones and described it to be a very moving experience for her and the community
members of many faiths who join together for these occasions of remembrance.
Stanford Historical Society: (I’m feeling historical this month!) I’m a Cal grad but I have to concede that nearby Stanford University is a trove of engaging exhibits and entertainment. I mentioned
before the university’s Cantor Center for Visual Arts. I now must also mention the Stanford University Historical Society. It offers timely daytime and evening programs available to the public. This
month the Society is celebrating the 150th anniversary of the completion of the trans-continental
railroad. The University has much to tell about because Leland Stanford was very much involved in
the building of the railroad. The University’s collections include the real, original gold spikes (there
was more than one) driven into the track at Promontory Utah on May 10, 1869 completing the railroad. See event information at https://historicalsociety.stanford.edu.
Blue Zones: Darcie and I attended a presentation by Dan Beuttner (National Geographic Fellow
and NY Times bestseller-author) who studied several earthly populations where average life spans
are many years longer than in the remainder of the world. He dubbed those locations: “Blue Zones
– places where people forget to die!” Buettner and his fellow researchers conclude that diet and
physical activity are the keys to longevity. For the diet part, he has published “Blue Zone Kitchen”
with terrific, healthy, vegetarian, dairy-free recipes. A second recipe book is due out shortly. Also,
you can find lots of his hearty recipes under the “recipes” tab on www.bluezones.com.
_____________________________________
“The theory of democratic government is not that the will of the people is always right; but rather
that normal human beings of average intelligence will, if given a chance, learn the right and best
course by bitter experience.” [W.E.B. Du Bois, educator, civil rights activist, and writer (23 Feb 1868
-1963)]
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The Kings Mountain Echo is published monthly by the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc, a non-profit,
volunteer organization. The Editor is Eileen Fredrikson. All opinions are those of the commentator/writer and not
those of the publisher.
Echo submissions should be emailed to eileenfredrikson@comcast.net Please reference “the Echo” in the
subject line. The Echo deadline is the 26th of each month. The editor retains discretion to edit all submissions for
space and content.
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