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Hello Neighbors:
As our kids get ready to catch the St. Patty’s Day leprechaun in the act of making mischief
on the mountain, your editor finds it a bit shocking that the COVID-19 health and safety protocols that changed our lives have been in place for a full year. On March 2, 2020, KMES kids
were getting ready for “Read Across America Day.” This year, parents are just now getting them
ready to augment “remote learning” with a restricted return to our school campus. Read about
the enormous effort it has taken to reach this CUSD April 5th re-opening goal on pages 14-15.
As KM adults are gradually receiving vaccine inoculations, things are slowly approximating
“normal” in many daily activities. Of course, our intrepid KMFD has been fully on the job during
the entire pandemic year. This issue includes some recent call outs as well as news about their
grant winning expenditure for response time-cutting routers installed on our trucks. Your annual
KMVFB dues help pay for equipment, maintenance and other firefighting needs. The 2021 paid
up membership list appears on pages 6-7. Please note that dues include membership for your
entire household. If your spouse/partner does not appear, it doesn’t mean that he/she is not a
member. It just reflects how whoever sent in the membership dues for your family filled out the
form.
Our youth leaders continue to make us proud as they restore the scenic quality of Highway
35, one pull-out clean up at a time with volunteers (page 16). Garden club offers advice about
one of the few winter blooming plants whose charming colors in your yard may fully brighten any
dismal day. Find a summary of key takeaways from Sheriff Bolanos’ excellent KMA speaker series event on page 17. His presentation was recorded, as was Doniga Markegard’s informative
talk about Regenerative Agriculture’s role in carbon dioxide sequestration. Find both recordings
by clicking the KMA button on kingsmountainonline.com site and scrolling down to events. We
look forward to tech pioneer Ann McCormick’s April 21st appearance in this continuing series of
worthwhile Zoom presentations made possible by KMA.
Please note volunteer needed requests from Art Fair and the Djerassi Resident Artists Program. Both organizations are unique to the mountain and are worth your time. Of course, I
would be remiss if I did not point out this month’s offerings from the Echo’s intrepid columnists.
Our cinema guru Jack Rix turned the tables this month and sent film recommendations of “best
pandemic year flicks” watched by your neighbors. Their Interesting choices will keep you busy
for quite a while. Marty Eisenberg turned his attention to the historic
home of one of California’s most colorful characters…and with a
Please
promised follow on for next month. Enjoy!
Stay well, get vaccinated, and stay engaged,
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist

Get Vaccinated

Kings Mountain Fire Department in Action
February/March 2021
February 5. KMFD Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs) skills training and testing by
@CALFIRECZU Training / EMS staff for EMT recertification.

February 11. An early Valentine’s Day treat for the KMFD.
Kings Mtn Elementary School students dropped by cards/notes:
”You set our hearts on fire with
appreciation” and goodie bags.
KMFD Thanks KMES for your
thoughts, gifts, & support. It
means the world to us.

February 17. KMFD firefighters supporting COVID-19 vaccination
clinic at SFO. Over the past weeks, KMFD volunteered support
and multiple days of administering doses at large vaccination sites
at SM County Event Center and SFO. Great to see SM County efficiently getting COIVD-19 vaccine to those most in need.

February 21. They
may be retired from
the fire department, but
these 2 individuals still
play a key role in our
training and operations.
Steve Johnson, retired
KM Firefighter and Kathy
from La Honda FD providing CPR training & recertification skills testing
for the KMFD.
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Kings Mountain Fire Department in Action
February/March 2021
February 26. KMFD (E356) responded with CalFire
CZU and the CHP Redwood City to a non-injury accident, single vehicle over the
side into a tree (stump), on
Kings Mtn Road. Roadway
shut down for a brief period
of time to winch the vehicle
back to the road and onto a
tow truck.

February 27. KMFD (E356, U56) with CalFire SMC, MidpenOpenSpace, and AMR for a medical aid on a trail rescue in El
Corte de Madera Creek Preserve. Thank you La Honda FD for
the use of your Utility Truck (seen here on the trails).
March 1.
KMFD (E56, U56) with CalFire SMC
and CHP Redwood City respond to a
non-injury 2-car collision on Skyline,
near Mountain Meadow, in the afternoon.

March 2. Bicycle Crash: A bicyclist was air
lifted to the hospital following a crash on Highway 35. San Mateo County FD.
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on February 9, 2021
ATTENDANCE: Attending via Zoom: Jon Fredrikson, Ted Thayer, Kim Ohlund, Frank Adams, Joe
Rockmore, Tim Naylor, Bill Goebner, Steve Johnson, Jason Oldendorp, Hank Stern, Jim Sullivan, Ann
Gabrys, Matt King, Tim German, and guest, Kim Ward.
Frank Adams called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:30 pm.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the January 12, 2020
Board meeting were posted to Slack and approved.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Jon Fredrikson submitted the January financial report
electronically earlier in the month. There were no questions from the Board on the report. The 2020
financial statements were sent to the tax accountant last week.

BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: The Community Center was closed because of California stayat-home orders, and no uses of the building occurred during January.

Kings Mountain CERT Update: Kim Ohlund briefed the Board on the February 2, 2021 CERT
meeting. The meeting included training in the use of the handheld radios and testing the emergency text
system. Kings Mountain CERT also welcomed a new member for a new total of 36 members. The next
CERT meeting is scheduled April 6, 2021.

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the January 2021 report. Chief Sullivan also
discussed the 2020 responses that were posted last month. The total number of responses was high and
the number of incidents with no volunteer response was low in 2020 due in part to the number of
firefighters that were working from home. The Chief expressed his pride in the firefighters for all their
efforts in 2020, including the rapid response to the August lightning fires.
Medical aid

10

Vehicle accident

6

Public assist

9

Firefighter standby

15

Vehicle fire

3

Smoke check

0

Structure fire

2

Vegetation fire

3

Hazardous materials

0

Rescue

0

Water tender group response

6

Alarm sounding

0

Trash Fire

1

Total # of Responses

55

Average # of responders

4.0

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response: 0

OLD BUSINESS:
When to Open Community Center: The board reaffirmed that the use of the Community Center and
grounds are subject to State of California and San Mateo County Health Orders and protocols; to open
the Community Center at this time would pose a risk to the community and the Brigade. For this reason,
it was determined that the Community Center should remain closed based on the current status of the
State and San Mateo County Health Orders.
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Redwood Tree Removal: The Board discussed the article that was published in the February Echo. No
community responses were received at the time of the meeting. The Board agreed to move forward with
the permit process for tree removal; however, the Board will wait to allow more time for community
comment before removing the trees.
Potential Eagle Scout Project: Chief Jim Sullivan discussed the proposed Eagle Scout project. He will
continue to coordinate with the Scout and Matt King will supervise the project.
Echo Publication of Brigade Member Lists: The Board discussed update of the member list and
publication of the list in the Echo soon.
NEW BUSINESS:
Furnace Duct Expansion to Bays: The Board discussed the expansion of the furnace duct system into
the equipment bays. The Board supported the idea of the project; however, they also requested a cost
estimate before final approval is given.
Nominating Committee for Election of Board Members: The Board discussed nominations and the
need to have them submitted to the secretary by May 15th of this year. The nominating committee (Ted
Thayer and Tim Naylor) will review the openings on the board and begin the search for new members.
OTHER ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS OR AUDIENCE: None
MEETING ADJOURNED at 7:55 pm. NEXT MEETING: March 9, 2021 at 7:30 pm
Respectfully submitted,
Ted Thayer, Secretary
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2021 Membership in the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade
(Membership includes Dues Paying Members, Firefighters and Ex-Firefighters)
KMVFB Members

Abbott, Beverly
Adams, Frank & Carolyn
Alafouzos, Nick & Marilyn
Allan, Bill & Debbie
Allen, Donna & Harvey
Anderson, Keith & Bev
Anker, Renee & Andrew
Ashton, Christine
Atkinson, Jean
Bahjat, Keith & Frances
Bangs, Rebecca
Barry, Thomas & Brenda Christensen
Baumgartner, Erin
Beckman, Craig
Behling, Lynn M
Bell, Al & Jeanne
Belville, Daniel
Birdwell, Jeffrey
Bixler Family
Brorsen, Chris
Butler, William
Calcagno, Jeffrey
Cargile, William Price & Shelly Zanton
Carlson, Jeanne & Bill
Case, Eric
Constantinides, Donna & Charles
Courtney, Brian
Covell, Michele & Sumit Roy
Cretan, Larry & Mary-Clare Jacobson
Croop, Violet
Culver, Craig & Carol
Cypress Ridge Ranch/Wm
McClenahan
Dale, George & Stefanie
Dalzell, Deborah
Davis-Perrone, Jocelyn & David H.
Perrone
De Verdi, Mattthew
Defiore, John
Demello, Galen & Sharon
Diederich, Herman & Hye Myoung Kim
Dinkins, Steve
Djerassi Resident Artists Program
Djerassi, Dale
Eisenberg, Martin
Ellen, Stephen
Espinoza, Javier

Farmwald, Paul & Jean/Skymoon
Ranch
Ferraris, Gail & Bob Nutting
Fisher, Ken & Sherri
Fisher, Mina & Nathan
Fleming, Jill
Fletcher, Alma
Forster, Carol
Fotre, Terry
Fox, Brian
Fredrikson, Jon & Eileen
Fung, Claudia
Gabrys, Ann
Galousin, Michael
Gamel, Gary
Geranios, James & Christina
German, Tim & Carrie
Goldman, Scott
Gosling, Marcus & Katrin
Green, Dennis & Heather
Greenberg, Peter & Suzanne
Gustafson, Douglas & Barbara
Hall, Kathy & Leslie Murdock
Hall, Sharon
Heintzelman, Keith & Cynthia
Hennessey, Linda
Henrik Ibsen Lodge #7
Henrik Ibsen Park, Inc.
Hettrich, Renate & John
Heydorn, Barbara A.
Hilderbrand, Jennifer
Hitchens, Sara
Ho, Hiep & My Xuan
Howard, Joanne
Hurwitz, Herbert
Hussey, Liam & Kim
Hyer, Jeanette
Ice, Chris & Diane Palme
Irving, Marcia
Janoe, Leslie
Jekat, Hildegard
Jewell, Darrin & Karen
Johansen, Fred
Johnson, Marty & Maria
Johnson, Steve & Betty
Jordan, Timothy & Katherine
Jurian, Andrew & Janet
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Kahl, Edwin
Karlson-Lea Family
Katzenberger, Daniel & Catherine
Kaufman, Marc & Marguerite
Kings Grove
Klein, Laura
Koos, Thomas
Krause, Michael & Wanona
Kromat, Dan & Heidi
L. Strother
Lansing, Megyn & William
Leeds, Jennifer & Hec Delgado
Leroy, Lieven
Leveque, Duane & Janice
Lewis, Larene
Liebhold, Michael & Bonnie
Lowenstein, Ellen
Lyddon, John
Mann, Larry & Pat
Marburger, John & Catherine Adams
Cohn
Martinich, Anton
Martinich, Ellen
Mattiello, Richard & Debra
Mauck, Carl & Linda
McCormick, Ann
Miller, Henry & Kathy Kennedy
Modena Jr., Silvio
Moriarty, Mark & Denise
Morrison, David & Karen
Mulligan, Timothy
Murray, Oceana
Nachlis, Mark
Native Sons of the Golden West
Naylor, Tim & Nora
Newhall, William & Jean
Noren, Lindsay
Norling, Victor (Chris)
Nowak, Michael
Nurisio, Maria
O'Connell, Jerry & Patty
Ohlund, John & Kimberly
Oldendorp, Jason
Olson, Jerry & Lorraine
Oswald, Marc & Lisa Parral
Ottoboni, Ken
Pelzner, Lawrence

2021 Membership in the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade
(Membership includes Dues Paying Members, Firefighters and Ex-Firefighters)
KMVFB Members (continued)

Phelps, Martin & Cynthia
Philliber, Andrea Payze
Pitt, Cindy
Plank, Sybil
Pons-Langlot, Jacqueline
Porter, David
Powell-Palmer, Emily
Prestemon, Eric
Ranganathan, Vijayakumar
Reeves, Carol
Reynolds, Christopher & Peggy Lew
Richanbach, Dave & Shelley
Rittenhouse, Claire
Rix, Jack & Betsy
Robinson, Rob
Rockmore, Joseph & Debra
Rockmore, Logan
Roesch, Anna
Rosenberg, William & Kara
Rosner, Benjamin
Ruby, Dennis & Jan
Rudd, Marcia
Ruehl, William & Cindy
Ruokangas, Dale
Russell, Jim & Jill Olson
Salfen, Joel & Margaret
Sanderson, Larry & Kelly
Scharfman, LR Semo
Schembri, Mary & Peter
Segelstad, Harold
Semenoff, Brian & Marcia Irving
Shapero, Rich & Sandy
Shubin M.D., Elliot & Kathy
Siegman, Stephen & Anne
Simmons, Robert & Julia
Smith, Andy & Cindy
Smith, Debora
Soult, Eric & Jenn
Soult, Niel & Carol
Spain, William & Nancy
Spano, Christopher & Lisa ThorsenSpano
Stefanick, Gregg & Ann Flory
Stienstra, Bruce
Stocker, Hugo & Anny
Sturiza, Richard & Mary Aiken
Stutzin, Geoffrey
Takaishi, Ayako

Thayer, Margaret
Theron, Retha & Schalk
Thoits, Rose Marie
Thomas Barry & Brenda Christensen
Torres, David & Thalea
Townsley, Meta & Stu
Tregaskis, Wade & Marisa Nelson
Tunheim, Kellie & Sam
Turri, Jean
Turri, Jennifer & Andy Beyer
Ward, Kimberly
Wentzel-Walter, Roberta
Wessel, David
Wickett, James & Magdalene Yesil
Wiederhold, Gio & Voy
Williamson, Ken & Rachel
Winnen, Holly
Winslow, Dean and Julie Parsonnet
Wong, Marcel
Worthington, Richard & Patricia
Yun, Cathie & Harry Bleyan
Zayner, Ted & Dawn Neisser
Zhang, Yilin & Lihyun Sun
Lifetime Members (cumulative
donations of $1,000 or more,
excluding dues.)
If there is an error on this list, please
contact treasurer@kmfd.org.
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KMVFB Active Firefighters

Barulich, Paul
Borcean, David
Curcio, John P.
Dellinger, Andrew
Fender, Sean
Flory, Ann
Fotre, Terry
Gabrys, Ann (Asst. Fire Chief)
Jones, Pat
King, Matt
Lopez, Joe
Sanderson, Kelly
Sanderson, Larry
Stern, Hank (Asst. Fire Chief)
Sullivan, Jim (Fire Chief)
KMVFB Ex-Firefighters
Barry, Tom
Betlem, Lisa
Betlem, Paul
Croop, Vi
(Phelps) Dellinger, Emily
Fredrikson, Jon
Goebner, Bill
Johnson, Steve
Kaufman, Marc
Leveque, Duane
Leveque, Jan
Mann, Larry
Norling, Chris
O'Connell, Jerry
Phelps, Marty
Rockmore, Joe
Ruby, Dennis
Simmons, Bob
Soult, Eric
Soult, Carol
Soult, Neil
Stefanick, Gregg
Sullivan, Kelly
Wickett, Jim
Wurster, Bob

SM County Supervisors Approve 5-Year Wildfire Mitigation Plan
San Mateo County Parks’ five-year wildfire fuel
management program to improve forest resiliency
and reduce wildfire risks primarily in parks that are
near private dwellings was recently approved by
the San Mateo Board of Supervisors.
The plan identifies 32 projects totaling 1,830
acres to be competed over five years at an estimated cost $18.8 million. Funding for five firstyear projects have been secured through San
Mateo County’s Measure K and grants. They include fuel reduction in Quarry Park and along
Kings Mountain Road and maintenance projects in
Huddart and Wunderlich parks. In 2021, the Parks Department could initiate up to 11
projects spanning about 332 acres and costing more than $2.15 million.
Most of the work will focus on constructing or improving shaded fuel breaks where
small trees under 10 inches in diameter, tall brush and dead or dying vegetation is
found along park boundaries, fire roads and residential roads. This type of fuel is often
a contributing factor in the spread of wildfire.
The SM County Parks’ five-year wildfire presentation to the SM Supervisors is
shown under Fire Safety files at https://groups.io/g/KingsMountainCommunity/files.
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KMVFB Congratulates Bob Simmons Cal Fire Promotion
With great pleasure, KM Chief Jim Sullivan sent word to the Echo announcing Bob
Simmons promotion to Battalion Chief - Schedule B, (State Wildland Fire Responsibility) for the CalFire San Mateo Division, effective February 15, 2021. Chief Simmons
and his family are long-time residents of Kings Mountain and his wife Julia served on
the KMVFB board for many years.
Ian Larkin, Cal Fire Unit Chief for San Mateo/Santa
Cruz announced the appointment in the following press
release: “Chief Simmons began his fire service career as
a Fire Apparatus Engineer (Paramedic) in the CAL FIRE
San Mateo-Santa Cruz Unit assigned to the Coastside
Fire District program while also being a Volunteer Firefighter for Kings Mountain Fire Department Company 56.
Prior to working for CAL FIRE, Bob spent twenty years
with the United States Air Force as a Search and Rescue
Specialist. In 2014, he was promoted to Fire Captain B
working out of High Rock Conservation Camp in the
Humboldt-Del Norte Unit. During his four years in HUU
Bob became a qualified Strike Team Leader, S-212 Instructor, Crew Tech. Spec and
Kitchen Manager. In 2018, Chief Simmons returned to CZU, working a variety of
assignments including Schedule A, Schedule B and Training Officer. He has also been
a dedicated member of the RVETS program, which helps returning vets qualify for Cal
Fire employment opportunities.
KMVFB Chief Sullivan kindly provided translations for the technical categories in
the press release. On Schedule A are the county contracts for general fire protection
(structure fire, medical calls, vehicle accidents, etc.). On Schedule B are state
resources for wildland firefighting.
Kings Mountain Firefighters and Chief Sullivan congratulate Bob on his new status
and challenging responsibilities. Our wildlands are in good hands.

New Grant Speeds KM Firefighter Response Time
by Maria King

The Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade won competitive grant funding for an
equipment upgrade needed to get full benefit from the upgraded San Mateo County
Public Safety Communications system. The KMVFB would like to thank the non-profit
California Fire Foundation for awarding grant funds necessary for three Cradlepoint
routers for its apparatus to aide in dispatching efforts.
KMVFB is dispatched by San Mateo County Public Safety Communications, requiring the use of Cradle Point Routers for compatibility with their new CAD system. Wireless connectivity is a lifeline for our fire fighters, who rely
on fast and always-on access to critical communications,
applications and data whether in a vehicle, station, or onscene. Cradlepoint’s wireless routers provide reliable
connections to SM County’s Computer Aided Dispatching Systems, connected gear, sensors, and beyond, helping firefighters safely and efficiently protect lives and property. The Cradlepoint routers have been installed on apparatus and are currently in use by the brigade.
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Kings Mountain Association Board Meeting
February 10, 2021
The February KMA Board Meeting was held online via Zoom.
Board Members & KMA Members Present: Board Members Linda Elliott, David Kaufman, Betsy
Rix, Eric Soult, Amber Steele, Marlene Stern, Holly Winnen, Eileen Fredrikson (Echo); Guests Kim
Ward, Katherine Olivetti, Elliot Shubin, Beverly Abbott, Mike Liebhold, Mark Fletcher, Larry Mann,
Linda Hennessey, Sybil Plank, Donna Constantinides, Steve Ellen, Herb Hurwitz, Jim Wickett,
Oceana, Bosen Li (all the preceding are the screen names that appeared on Zoom.)
Call to Order (Marlene): The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm.
Approval of Minutes and Secretary Report (Betsy): The January minutes were approved online
and published in the February Echo. KMA president Jenn Soult has taken a sabbatical, and vice
president Marlene Stern is filling the role of president, organizing February meetings and events. It
was noted for the record the best way to communicate with KMA between board meetings is by using
the KMA email address, which can be found in the minutes that are published in the Echo every
month. It was also noted that the KMA Board is unable to respond immediately to comments and
questions, as board members have different schedules and responsibilities and are usually not in
frequent communication between board meetings. Board preference is to receive direct questions and
comments on the KMA email rather than on Groups.io if a response is requested.
Treasurer's Report (Eric): Eric reported the KMA updated financial status.
No Public notices received.
February Speaker Events (Holly): The Ken Fisher History Talk was well received, with about 67
households on the call. Many emails of appreciation were received and although the event ran close
to two hours, almost everyone stayed to the end. Some survey questions were asked and will be
compiled. San Mateo County Sheriff Bolanos will appear via Zoom on Wednesday, February 17 at
6:30. Holly will take questions in advance and put together an agenda. Amber will create a community
survey to assist Sheriff Bolanos.
March Speaker Events (Linda): Local rancher Doniga Markegaard will appear via Zoom at 7:00 on
Wednesday, March 3. She will speak about her most recent book and the Markegaard family ranch’s
regenerative agriculture system. Marlene and Amber will moderate.
Future Speaker Series (All): Amber presented a proposal from a local wildlife expert. A discussion
was held about how much to spend in excess of our usual stipend for speakers. The Board is not
spending its funds on in-person events this year so has more financial flexibility. The board will put up
a survey on Groups.io to see if there is enough community interest to justify the increased cost. Holly
will ask County Supervisor Don Horsley, who was scheduled to attend last year’s annual meeting, to
be a guest at the 2021 KMA Annual Meeting in coordination with the KMVFB. Other suggestions to be
followed up on are Ann McCormick, a Veterinarian presentation, a wellness expert, possibly from
Canyon Ranch. All community suggestions and recommendations are appreciated. The idea of having
a vet do a vaccine clinic was also recommended.
KMA Clarification of Duties Public Notice Creation (Amber): Because opinions of local issues
vary, the Board will form a resolution that clarifies KMA’s role in the community around issues of
concern. A working group was formed to create a document that can be presented to the community,
possibly at the Annual Meeting on May 1. The Board welcomes community input and participation.
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KMA Board Meeting Minutes, Continued.
Board Nominations (Betsy): Two members were appointed to serve on the KMA Nominating
Committee. Kathy Shubin and Linda Elliot will choose a third member, and will seek out candidates for
the upcoming three-year board terms that will commence in May of 2021. Any community member
who might be interested in serving on the KMA Board should contact KMA.
Annual 2021 Events (Betsy): Due to COVID restrictions, the Spring Brunch, scheduled for Sunday,
March 28th is almost certain to be cancelled. The Board will brainstorm ideas that might benefit the
community and discuss at the March 10 board meeting. The May 1 Annual Dinner is also likely to be
cancelled, although it is too early to make that call officially. The election for new board members,
usually held at the annual dinner, will be conducted via mail-in voting and a ballot box on the
community center deck.
Guests/Walk-Ins:
Kings Mountain Road (Steve Ellen): It was acknowledged that many issues involving Kings
Mountain Rd have been discussed online and elsewhere. If KMA could play a role in
developing knowledge and an accurate assessment of this issue, the community would
benefit.
Convening a Kings Mountain Council Study Group (Mike Liebhold): Mike presented a proposal
for a local group that would address community engagement with local civic organizations.
Other guests spoke on this topic, including Jim Wickett, Mark Fletcher and Larry Mann.
Some of the points addressed were:
• Should KMA go beyond informational presentations and represent official points of
view as an organization?
• It was acknowledged that years ago, KMA took official positions on behalf of the
community. Do changing demographics indicate that consensus is more difficult to
reach now, than in year’s past?
• It was suggested that if the Board wanted to, it could take a position that does not
include the entire membership, which is something that happened years ago.
Research is needed to consider what would constitute consensus within the
community.
• The benefits of Board members becoming involved and developing direct relationships
with local civic entities were presented.
• The starting point of the committee proposed by Mike lines up with the Clarification of
Duties Public Notice Creation working group that Amber is spearheading along with a
few board members. This working group will involve community volunteers and will
seek representation from all voices. Marlene has requested that KMA members who
want to serve on the suggested committee or working group reach out to the KMA.
Other Business: Before the meeting was adjourned, it was noted that a representative from the
South Skyline Association will attend the March 10 board meeting to discuss shaded fuel breaks.
The meeting adjourned at 8:48 pm.
Post Meeting Note from KMA Secretary: During the week of February 22, the Board voted
unanimously via email to "Form a task force, consisting of both board and community members that
will made recommendations for KMA's role and processes in civic engagement."
The KMA www.kingsmountainonline.com/community/kma exists to enhance and benefit our
community. Guests are welcome to the board meetings, which are generally on the second
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm. Please email the board for invitations to virtual meetings. We
encourage residents to bring topic ideas and speakers to our attention.
We’d love to hear from you; email us at kma@kingsmountainonline.com
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After experiencing the pandemic for a year, it occurs to me that we all no doubt have a movie (or
movies) that have been very helpful in getting us through this trying time. So, I thought this
month I would turn the column over to some of our neighbors to share a favorite flick, or one that
has helped them to keep afloat during these challenging days. Here are their recommendations.
Bill and Kara Rosenberg. Groundhog Day - made us wonder if we just had to be better people
before the virus would go away. Shirley Valentine - a feel-good movie about a woman finding
herself. The Horse’s Mouth - a sentimental favorite because it was our first date. One Flew Over
the Cuckoo’s Nest - Just a tremendous performance by Jack Nicholson and a movie that is at
least as good as its book.
Alma Fletcher: I would choose Green Book because I think it’s inspirational.
Claudia Fung. Here are the two movies I remember the most from last year: 1) My Octopus
Teacher (Netflix) It is a beautiful documentary about the relationship between the filmmaker and
an octopus. A good reminder that we are sharing this planet with all these amazing creatures. 2)
Just Mercy. An intense movie based on true story about systematic racism.
Hiep and My-Xuan Ho. Here are some movies that we enjoyed watching during the pandemic
time: To Catch a Thief (1955): Sceneries of French Riviera in the 50's, the twists, turns and surprises of the plots with Grace Kelly and Cary Grant made this movie so much fun to watch.
Hiep's all time favorites: The Godfather I & II: its unique style, acting, screenplay, plot, strategies
and dialogues... all are just perfect!
Claudia Polley and Bill McClenahan: There are a couple of films that really stood out in the
last six months or so. Ma Rainey's Black Bottom was one. One Night in Miami was another outstanding film. Both based on real people in real circumstances...especially One Night... But our
absolute favorite, which we've seen more than a couple of times now, is Soul. Brilliant storytelling, brilliant music, brilliant animation. We are absolutely mesmerized each time we see it, and
use visiting grandchildren as an excuse to see it again. Cannot recommend it highly enough. It
reaches deep, touching the heart and mind in ways not often remembered. Great for every age.
Kelly and Daniel Holscher: One of our favorites is Walk the Line! We've watched it dozens of
times and it never gets old. The sound track is equally enjoyable. Nolan’s go-to's right now are
Wonderpark, Incredibles, Frozen, Toy Story and anything to do with superheroes. He loves singing, so the theme songs are usually incorporated into his daily routine one way or another.
Jean Turri. Silver Linings Playbook - It’s funny, has some of the best acting, and who doesn’t
want to look at Bradley Cooper?
Larry and Pat Mann: Pat and I continue to watch films that make us laugh and or cry and have
a few favorites; What About Bob, The Wedding Singer, Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox Story, Mike
and Dave Need Wedding Dates and Uncle Buck.
Thanks everyone, those are all great suggestions! I did not have room for all the responses this
time around; so keep your eye on this space for more of the same next month. Enjoy!
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KMA Speaker Series Presents
Ann McCormick, Ph.D.
Pioneer of Children's Educational Software
April 21, 2021 7:00 pm via Zoom
(Zoom link to be provided before the event on KM Groups.io)

Join us on April 21st as Ann McCormick shares
how creativity unfolded throughout her life’s work
in children’s educational technology.
Among her many accomplishments, Ann cofounded Learning Circle Kids, an app company that
created 9 Reader Bee apps for K-1 reading. Reader
Bee won 13 national awards, including the Parents’
Choice Gold Award. She is named in 2 patents, one
for a hexagonal keyboard for children, one for Letter
Daisies that enable quick word-formation. Ann has
advised leaders
in education and technology in 15 nations
about preparing children for the future using technology. She consulted to industry
leaders at Apple, IBM, Xerox PARC, AT&T,
Pacific Bell, Northern Telecom, and other
companies
about
schools of the future and advised executives at
these entertainment companies: Lucasfilm, where
George Lucas was launching GLEF, Jim Henson
Company, and the Walt Disney Company. She
has lectured at Stanford, Harvard and the University of California. Ann wrote textbook chapters and
articles on childhood and computing, and appeared on television shows such as the Donahue
Show. Ann earned a doctorate in Education at the
University of California at Berkeley, where she
was invited to deliver the 100th Anniversary Commencement Address. Ann has been a Kings
Mountain resident for decades.
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March 2021 School News
Anticipating that San Mateo County will reach Orange tier status in the coming weeks,
Cabrillo District Plans are in place, which target a reopening at KMES for in-person instruction
beginning April 5th. Children will return in staggered starts with a two week period in between
grade level returns. Current groupings are Tk/K/1, 2/3, 4/5 with the TkK1 class the first to
arrive. Students in all grades will receive Instruction in 2.5 hour blocks scheduled in AM/PM
Cohorts on campus Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. Wednesday will remain asynchronous (independent work day).
The AM Cohort class time runs from 7:45 - 10:15 am while the PM Cohort instruction will
take place from 12:15 - 2:45. Every effort will be made to keep siblings enrolled in different
classes on the same morning or afternoon schedule. Classrooms will be cleaned and sanitized
between morning and afternoon student groups. Projected rolling start dates are: Monday,
April 5th - TK/K/1; Monday, April 19th - 2/3; Monday ,May 3rd - 4/5. The last day of school for
the 2020-2021 year is Thursday, June 3rd.
The District is in the process of asking all parents to choose between continuing remote
learning for the remainder of the year, or a return to in-person classes under the modified
KMES schedule and new physical conditions at school. Sanitation, distancing and mask protocols among other requirements will change the student experience. CUSD would prefer that
once final decisions are made, families stick with those selections. Exceptions may be made
on a case-by-case basis, but nothing can be guaranteed if parents have a change of mind
about remote vs. on-site learning. Safety of existing Cohorts and distancing protocols will play
significant roles the district’s ability to make change decisions once the schedules are in place.
KMES will look different. President Amber Stariha, who is serving on the CUSD
School Opening Planning Committee, described the relevant changes to parents at
a March 2nd KMAP meeting. Each school
day will begin with temperature checks and
daily completion of a health questionnaire
before students are allowed on campus.
Masks will be required at all times while on
campus. Parents will not be allowed on
campus and must drop students off at the
gate. Students will need to sanitize their
hands before entering campus and before
entering classrooms. Six feet markings
have been made on the blacktop and in
classrooms to direct distancing and flow of
traffic. Desks are spaced 6 feet apart and have shields around them. Teacher desks have
plexiglass shields installed in front of them. Air Scrubbers that freshen the air every 15 minutes
have been installed in all classrooms. Each Cohort will have a 15 minute staggered snack recess daily.
The picture illustrates measures being taken to prepare classrooms for onsite learning. The
screens shown have a film on them that will be removed so the students and teachers can see
each other clearly.
Interested readers can find a recording of the HMB Review school reopening virtual town
hall with CUSD Superintendent Sean McPhetridge at this link: https://youtu.be/AWL05Qd5zZc
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Meanwhile, remote learning has continued at a good pace. Here are class reports for
February, 2021:

Class Reports
TK/K/1: TK/K/1 studied Presidents Washington and Lincoln and the meaning and traditions of
Lunar New Year. We are currently researching George Washington Carver in honor of
Black History Month and beginning a Project-Based Learning driving question: How can we
create a Recess Path for kids in our school to use when we have indoor or regular recess?
Student assessments are complete for parent conferences, which begin soon.
2/3: For math, 2nd grade is working on the foundations of multiplication using repeated addition and arrays and 3rd is working on fractions. We learned about the Harlem Renaissance, Harriet Tubman, and The Underground Railroad for Black History Month. For science, we have been talking about the Ice Age in North America.
4/5: We started our unit on clean energy. We have explored fossil fuels and their impacts, electricity and the power grid, and are digging deeper into the impacts of fossil fuels now. We
have talked a little about renewable energy sources. 4th grade started geometry and 5th is
working on fraction/decimal conversions. We finished reading Three Keys and will be starting a new read aloud.
Valentine’s Day delivery of thanks to the Kings
Mountain Volunteer Fire Department was fun for
everyone. The new fire truck E56 looked especially
fine as the KMES favorite
Valentine this year.

Zoom Tours
Upcoming tour on March 19 and April 16 at 3:00 pm. Please have interested families
contact Lesli at schmutzl@cabrillo.k12.ca.us.
Online Registration now open: https://www.cabrillo.k12.ca.us/our_departments/
student_services/enrollment_registration
Open Enrollment Deadline: May 12, 2021
Open Enrollment Lottery: May 14, 2021

No COVID Outbreak in SMC Schools
The Half Moon Bay Review reported that San Mateo County Office of Education Superintendent Nancy Magee said public schools open in the county haven’t seen significant spread
of COVID in schools, and “there have been no outbreaks in local schools.” The Kings Mountain
community is very grateful for the air system upgrades and significant planning that has gone
into keeping our kids safe during the upcoming reopening of KMES.
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Skyline Trash Collective
by Niamh Dawes
Another successful cleanup! On Saturday, February 20th, Aiden and I organized another
mini cleanup on one of the problematic areas. Over the course of 2 hours, with 5 kids and 4
adults, we were able to gather around 3 cubic yards that we hauled off to the dump. One of the
most random things that we were able to find throughout this cleanup was a vintage Macintosh
monitor from the 90s. Along with this, we found various items of trash ranging from old tires to
part of an old wooden gate. We are planning to hold another cleanup sometime in March, more
details to come.
Overall, this was a very successful cleanup, and
we are excited to see what the future holds for upcoming ones. On the long-term front, we have been
in direct contact with Sheriff Bolanos and Captain
Corpus regarding this dumping issue and the county
supervisor, Don Horsley, and his legislative aid,
Lena Silberman, helped to set up a meeting with
Caltrans on the 8th of March in order to brainstorm
some solutions. A special thanks to Eileen, Jerry,
Leslie, and my mom, Janie for helping to clean up
our community. Along with this, I thank my dad,
Paul, who helped to haul the trash to the dump. And
finally, a big thank you to Republic Services for
waiving the dumping fee for us once again.
Editor’s Note: The Skyline Trash Collective kids are quite an impressive group. Putting the
“scenic” back into our scenic corridor Highway 35 has become truly a “mission.” Everyone
works at a fast pace with no complaints, no matter what crazy item or how many huge garbage
bags of trash left behind by thoughtless “dumpers” they find on each cleanup day. Of course,
the array of unknown liquids and other trash found among the bushes along Skyline can pollute the ground and ultimately contaminate our water supply, but never-mind about that, dumpers seem to think. Fortunately, Kings Mountain has civic minded kids to straighten out the
messes left by others. Please join the Skyline Trash Collective group when you see the next
work date from Niamh posted on KM Groups.io. Its not easy work but amazingly, instead of
tiring you out, it may actually make you feel better.

2021 Kings Mountain Art Fair Marketing Team Opportunity
The Art Fair marketing team is looking for a volunteer to work on KMAF event posting. The
objective of this position is to post the Art Fair event in key newspapers, websites, TV, and radio (these are free postings). This is an important position as people turn to the different media
to search for fun Labor Day events and we want them to come here.
Much of the work can be done in the evenings because most postings are online but there
are some phone calls to the top targets. This job is primarily done in July and August. This person does not have to have PR experience but should be organized, assertive, comfortable
making phone calls, and motivated to help us get art-buying people to the fair.
This volunteer works closely with Sheena Mawson, PR team leader, and Sandy Shapero,
Marketing Chair to ensure there is a consistent PR/marketing message. It’s a fun team Cindy
Oldham (advertising), Carrie German (artists/postcards), Erin Bixler Baumgartner (print PR),
Sheena Mawson (PR/social media) and Sandy Shapero. There are approximately 3 meetings
between January and August. If you have ideas about someone who might be interested,
please contact Sandy at sandy@toofar.net, 851-9832 or Sheena Mawson at 851-2581or
smmawson@gmail.com.
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Kings Mountain
Garden Club

Garden Club News
March 2021
Winter Advice

When the Echo asked Garden Club President Jean Farmwald what
yard enhancing advice she had to offer novice gardeners like me she said,
“We need rain, rain and more rain.” Since that result did not materialize in
February, she settled on recommending a cultivar plant that does well on
the mountain, is very easy to grow and best of all, it is deer resistant.
Hellebores, she said, are a good choice to brighten up your yard even
in dreary winter days. This plant is commonly called
“the Christmas or Lenten rose” because it is winter
hardy. Hellebores are shade plants, long blooming,
low growth and offer lots of variety in color. Those
pictured here are from Marguerite Kaufman’s yard
and certainly confirm their worth for brightening your ambiance. Your editor is happy to pass along this property beautification tip. Plant and enjoy!

Sheriff Department Activity on Kings Mountain
The KMA sponsored webinar featuring San Mateo County Sheriff
Carlos Bolanos and Captain Christina Corpus on February 17th gave our
community quite an in-depth look at law enforcement needs and practices
on the mountain. Statistics compiled by Captain Corpus for all of 2020
confirm what neighbors probably intuitively expected…KM resident’s
mutual headache has been the potentially dangerous traffic on Skyline
rather than high crimes.
Sheriff Bolanos began by saying that although the CHP has primary
responsibility for traffic law enforcement, the Sheriff’s office works closely
with CHP in order to further increase the safety of our community. Thus,
violations such as speeding, unsafe passing, and pedestrian crossing Skyline, figure heavily in
sheriff patrol citations issued last year. The complete lists of citations by type and where committed can be found at https://Groups.io/g/KingsMountainCommunity/files.
The informative discussion/Q&A revealed important sheriff office work in progress such as
installation of a “speed box” and/or cameras on Skyline, dedicated “on-going” efforts at night to
cite at chronic speeder locations, focused enforcement at 35 and 92, and more. In every
instance, the Sheriff emphasized his office’s need to hear from KM residents regarding any law
enforcement concerns. Residents should call Dispatch for emergencies requiring immediate
service at 650 363-4911. The direct lines for other concerns are: Sheriff Bolanos 650 5991664; Captain Corpus 650 363-4990.
Notable Takeaways:
• 2-4 Patrol cars are assigned daily to cover Kings Mountain to the Coastside.
• Residents should program the Sheriff’s Office dispatch number 363-4911 into their phones.
• 163 Citations were issued on the mountain in 2020.
• Residents are encouraged to send suggestions for where cameras should be installed.
• The Sheriff’s team is genuinely interested in having open communication with Mountain
residents about any and all concerns.
Find the webinar recording of this powerful and extremely useful presentation at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RqhTDjPvlqM&feature=youtu.be. It is well worth your time.
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Djerassi Artists Program Seeks Docents for Sculpture Hikes
Do you enjoy admiring art and hiking in the great outdoors?
The Djerassi Resident Artists Program is in need of volunteer docents for our
Sculpture Hike Program!
Come and visit our 583-acre ranch in the Santa
Cruz Mountains with breathtaking views and
adorned with 50+ sculptures and art installations!
As a docent in our Sculpture Hike Program, you
can share your love for art and nature with the
community!
Learn about how artists develop their ideas in
nature and the art it inspires!
Work out your body on our private trails!

For More Information, or to Apply to Be a Docent Volunteer
Those interested in volunteering should contact Andrew Nguyen at (909) 569-5094
or at environment@djerassi.org.
An interview with the candidate will determine whether this role is a good fit.
Training on how to docent for an outdoor arts program will be provided.
We hope to see you on the ranch!

2325 Bear Gulch Road Woodside, California 94062-4405
650.747.1250 www.djerassi.org
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Marty’s

Mountain

Musings

March 2021
by Marty Eisenberg

A Grand Dame in Our Midst: There are some 90,000 “National Historic Sites” across the
United States. But less than 3% of those are designated “National Historic Landmarks”. Among
the “Landmarks” are the likes of Mt. Vernon (home of George Washington, circa 1758), The
Brooklyn Bridge (circa 1883), Independence Hall, Philadelphia (circa 1753), Ellis Island, New
York Harbor (circa 1892) and Believe-It-Or-Not, Ralston Hall, Belmont (circa 1864)! Ralston
Hall, situated upon the College of Notre Dame de Namur campus, is a national treasure and
among the historic Grande Dames of our country.
William Chapman Ralston, an 1854 immigrant to California from Ohio, purchased the country estate of Italian nobleman Count Leonetti Cipriani in 1864. By then Ralston was part owner
of a steamship company, a major “investor” in the Comstock Silver Mines of Virginia City, Nevada and an energetic founder the Bank of California in San Francisco. Ralston acquired the
estate as a country home and a lavish one he built – in the style of Versailles. He named the
estate “Belmont”, a derivative of the French term for “beautiful mountains”. Ralston commenced renovation and expansion of Count Cipriani’s already lavish residence upon the property. Using primarily (what else?) redwood from the surrounding hills, “Belmont” became the
site of a four-floor mansion of palatial grandeur composed of some 55,000 square feet (the
size of the White House in Washington, DC) complete with grand staircases, music rooms,
parlors, oval mirrored ballroom, opulent balconies, etched glass, European chandeliers, inlaid
wood floors and frescoed ceilings. It was constructed with rooms for 50 to 60 guests and accompanied by a stable that could accommodate a hundred horses. San Francisco at this time
was the social, economic and political capital of the West and Ralston was among its kingpins.
The Belmont estate and opulent residence, which came to be known as “Ralston Hall” was
fully a reflection of that. It became the venue for the most elaborate social events of the time.
Upon Ralston’s demise in 1875 the estate passed to his former banking partner, William
Sharon, then a United States Senator representing California, whose family assumed residence at Belmont. Sharon died in 1885 and the property, for a time, was occupied by the Radcliffe Finishing School for Girls. From 1900 to 1922, Ralston Hall became the Gardner Sanitarium. In 1923, the mansion and grounds were acquired by Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
who founded the college, which continues to stand upon the site. It is the third oldest college in
California and the first in the state authorized to grant baccalaureate degrees to women.
Ralston Hall became the administration building and a classroom building for the college
until about 1989 when it fell into disrepair for want of funds to maintain its regal elements. I recall attending a class at College of Notre Dame de Namur during summer of 1969. Class was
conducted in what was once a parlor room. The summertime students were primarily Sisters,
serving as teachers in parochial schools throughout the west and attending classes to further
their educations. Many stayed in the mansion for the duration of the summer session, living in
upstairs rooms. While in need of fresh paint and preservation, the splendor of the structure
with its entry hall, balconies, ornate floor inlays and curving staircase remains vivid memories.
The mansion was closed to occupancy and use in 2012 due to seismic concerns. A renovation plan was developed. However, an expansion of necessary work and the withdrawal of
several anticipated major donors have left the renovation unsettled to this day. There remains
uncertainty, too, as to whether the college will continue operating at the site past the current
academic year.
While Belmont and Ralston Hall are the legacy of William Chapman Ralston, he was quite
the rogue and tycoon in real life. Next month, that amazing story!
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