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Hello Neighbors:
This Echo will go on-line and to the printer on “Super Tuesday.” At this time last year, we had
all survived two months of seemingly endless storms, while this year we’ve survived months of endless political campaign rhetoric. As this phase of “electioneering” comes to a close, we hope the
positive community news and interesting events on offer in this issue will give you respite and
renewal.
We begin with a recruiting call out from Chief Sullivan for the Kings Mountain Fire Department.
This vital organization is seeking new firefighters as well as new members to train and serve as
medical only responders. Please review the requirements of both jobs and consider joining an
extraordinary group of folks so vital to the safety and protection of our rural community. Art Fair
Executive Director Bev Abbott provided a very thoughtful report on grants funded from 2019 fair
earnings. She includes insightful background commentary, current needs and future funding level
constraints. As you will see, the 2020 Art Fair is also clearly underway already. We include an overall status report as well as a call out to all creative neighbors interested in designing our 2020 t-shirt
logo. Think about it. You could become sort of immortalized as your design is worn for years and by
generations of mountain folk. (We are not kidding. Think about how many KMAF t-shirts you wear
quite regularly or have passed down to your kids…who also wear them.)
Our very active KMA leadership has outdone itself for March. This issue includes KMA speaker
series programs on two key community issues…Invasive Plants (pg. 12) and the Kings Mountain
Road fuel break project (pg. 13) as well as Movie Night and the Annual Spring Brunch on April 5th.
Be sure to bring family and friends for brunch. The food is mega delicious and kids go wild finding
eggs among the redwoods. If you have not joined this essential community organization, do it now.
The $25 dues per household are well worth it. Space limitations prevented re-running a membership application in this issue. However, you can download one from Kings Mountain on-line or tear
one out of an old Echo that is sitting on your coffee table.
Although it is too soon to know if the Cabrillo District will see a bump up in funding following the
California state budget revision, KMES has an Art Fair grant and other resources sufficient to
assure another year of excellence in 2020-2021. Please read the news of current core and projectbased learning at school (pgs. 14-15). It will make you proud you bought that fattening cookie at Art
Fair from a kid pulling a load of them in his red wagon. Save the date for April 2nd to attend the
Mountain House Social and Spring Raffle benefiting our school (pg 16). It will be fun and a great
way to show community appreciation for Jerry and Lorraine, the very generous proprietors of the
Mountain House.
Don’t miss Marty’s latest musing about homeowner insurance renewals. May the St. Paddy’s
Day leprechaun find you rolling in good luck four leaf clover.
Stay well and stay engaged,
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist

Volunteer Firefighters Needed
Come join the Team!
Kings Mountain Fire Department
Now recruiting
Volunteer Firefighters & Medical Responders

Interested? Please contact Kings Mountain Fire Chief
Jim Sullivan Chief@kmfd.org
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KINGS MOUNTAIN VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE, INC.
13889 SKYLINE BOULVARD, WOODSIDE, CALIFORNIA 94062 • (650) 851-8897

The KM Volunteer Fire Service

Needs You!
Neighbors helping neighbors…the
volunteer fire department.

It’s made up of everyday folks like you!
The Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Department is looking to add the new position of Volunteer
Medical Responder. This position is for volunteers that do not wish to participate in firefighting,
and are interested in responding to medical emergencies only.

The Department also is seeking applicants for the position of Volunteer Firefighter.
•

Must be at least 18 years old.

•

Live inside the initial response area of the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Dept.

You will need to complete the following:
• Complete a written application.
• Pass a criminal background check.
• Pass a pre-employment physical exam, drug screening, and cardiac stress test.
The following initial training will need to be completed for each position:
Volunteer Medical Responder and Volunteer Firefighter:
• A minimum of 24 hrs of medical response training – with the goal of completing an EMT
course in the future.
• 20 hours of hazardous materials training.
• 16 hours of Safety and orientation.
Volunteer Firefighter:
• All training listed above.
• 56 hours of structural firefighting.
• 48 hours of wildland firefighting.
If you are interested in joining the Kings Mountain Fire Department, please contact KM
Fire Chief Jim Sullivan at Chief@kmfd.org.
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on February 11, 2020
ATTENDANCE: Jon Fredrikson, Joe Rockmore, Anna Roesch-Tubbs, Kim Ohlund, Ted Thayer, Tim
Naylor, Julia Simmons, Frank Adams, Jim Sullivan, Ann Gabrys, John Curcio, Hank Stern, Matt King,
and Tim German.
Board President Jon Fredrikson called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:30 pm.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the January 14, 2020
Board meeting were previously posted and approved electronically.
BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin provided a written report with
the following uses of the Community Center in January 2020:
Exercise/Dance Classes

24

Monthly Community Board Meetings

4

KMVFB Training & Maintenance

6

Community Events/Parties

4

Private Events/Parties

0

TOTAL USES FOR THE MONTH

38

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Anna Roesch-Tubbs informed the Board that no new financial
reports are available this month and that the yearend report will likely be available by the end of March
for Board review.

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the monthly report for January 2020:
Medical aid

4

Vehicle accident

4

Public assist

3

Firefighter standby

1

Vehicle fire

0

Smoke check

1

Structure fire

0

Vegetation fire

0

Hazardous materials

1

Rescue

0

Cover assignment

0

Alarm sounding

0

Water tender group response

0

Trash fire

0

Total # Responses for the Month

14

Average # of Responders

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response:

2
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3.1

OLD BUSINESS:
Sale/Valuation of 1998 Freightliner Pumper: Julia Simmons reported that photos and the information
on the truck were submitted to the listing service FireTech. The truck will also be listed by three other
listing services, and Joe Rockmore will also post on Craigslist.
KM CERT Update: Kim Ohlund reported that the next CERT training is scheduled for February 29th.
Train the Trainer sessions are also coming this year, dates to be announced later.
Tree Removal: Joe Rockmore reported that two trees were removed at the end of the driveway after a
permit for the removal was granted by San Mateo County. The Board unanimously approved payment to
the tree service for the removal of the two trees. The Board also discussed the two bids for removal of
the remaining dead trees on site. The Board unanimously approved contracting with Royal Tree Care for
removal of the remaining dead trees.
Use of Community Center During Outages: This item was continued to a future meeting.
Donation to NSW Rural Fire Service: The Board considered a proposal to donate to the NSW Rural
Fire Service that has been fighting the fires in Australia. The Board discussed that while the cause is
worthy of support, donating Brigade funds that have been raised to support the KMFD would not be
appropriate. The Board suggested that a request for donations to be made to the NSW Rural Fire
Service should be posted on the Yahoo group.
Coffee Service in the Community Center: This item was continued to a future meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:
Radio Room Key for CalFire: The Board was briefed that CalFire has a key to access the furnace room
and access to the radio room is not needed.
Rescue 56 Insurance Claim: Chief Sullivan briefed the Board that the insurance company was
contacted to file a claim and that Rescue 56 will go to HiTech to repair damage caused by a falling limb.
Nominating Committee: Tim Naylor, Ted Thayer and Jon Fredrikson will lead the search for a new
Board member to replace Jon Fredrikson. Jon will be termed out as his second tree-year term is up in
June.
MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:24 pm. NEXT MEETING: March 10, 2020 at 7:30 pm
Respectfully submitted, Ted Thayer, Secretary
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What’s Happening with Our 2019 Art Fair Proceeds?
Report on Grants Funded
First, some background…
In 2019, the Art Fair Board received grant requests for the
Art Fair proceeds 2018. In that year, in addition to the Kings
Mountain Fire Brigade (KMVFB) and the Kings Mountain As- 56th
sociated Parents (KMAP), we added some funding for Venture Free Foundation (VFF), our after-school program for
Kings Mountain Elementary School. It was a small grant to
fund basic supports but we realized that increased funding
might be needed in the future. We also noted that the Fire
Brigade request was increasing and that the KMAP request might increase as well. In
addition to funding these agencies in the past, the Art Fair Board has made endowment contributions to the Fire Brigade and contributions to the KMAP savings account
or “rainy day fund.” In 2019, the rainy day came and as a result, they will need to draw
on that fund this year. While our Art Fair proceeds remain robust, we have little capacity for expanding our Fair. Despite your hard work, our hotshot marketing team, and
our fabulous artists, we are pretty much topping out what we can earn and yet the
needs and requests increase.
With this situation in mind, the Art Fair Board held a retreat at a Board member’s
home in November. At that retreat we had excellent presentations from each of the
three agencies we funded in 2019 (KMVFB, KMAP, VFF) and heard about their needs
and plans for the future. The bottom line was that these agencies have a solid grip on
what is needed in this community and have plans to meet the future. The results of our
retreat discussion were to prioritize funding the agencies and to limit future contributions to endowments or savings. We have needs now and the hard earned money from
our 2019 Art Fair will be spent to meet those needs NOW!
Art Fair Requests and Grants from 2019 Proceeds
As anticipated, we received important requests for increased funding from each of our
agencies for the Art Fair Proceeds 2019 grants. If you have been reading your Echo,
which I know most of us enjoy, you will have the background that led to these requests:
The KMVFB ordered a new fire engine
with many features crucial for our rural
community. The truck was custom built
to meet highly specific requirements for
Kings Mountain. The new engine has
many new safety features to help protect our volunteers. Art Fair proceeds
have supported the basic operating
costs for the Fire Brigade for many
years. This year their request included
funds to begin payments for the new
engine.
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The Kings Mountain Elementary School (KMES) has been threatened with closure. This year KMAP asked for the usual but slightly reduced operating grant for
the enrichment programs but also for some
“extraordinary” funding to partially cover
the expense associated with fully funding a
classroom teacher for the 2020 school
year. KMAP has worked very hard to ensure that our school stays open and functions optimally. Many of us have been involved in that effort. It is hoped that the
grant from Art Fair proceeds will give
KMAP time to work on further stability for the school and especially to get enrollment up.
Venture Free Foundation had an increased request to fund scholarships for students in need, daycare research, and outdoor space
enhancements.
At the January 28 Art Fair Board meeting the Board reviewed the requests in detail and recommended granting the full funding requests from each agency.
At the Distribution of Funds Meeting on February 1st, Art Fair Committee Chairs
reviewed the grant requests, our Art Fair budget status, and the recommendation from
the Art Fair Board. In addition to the Art Fair proceeds that are available for distribution,
there was growth in the Art Fair reserves. The Art Fair reserves are the funds that the
Art Fair Board retains so that we can cover our obligations in the event of a catastrophic event. This year, thankfully, we had no catastrophes and we had stock market
growth leaving us with a healthy balance. After discussing all of this information, the
Committee Chairs approved the full funding request from each agency by distributing
the 2019 proceeds and by drawing on the growth in Art Fair reserves. Even with distributing this additional reserve funding, however, our reserves remain at the high end
of the target range. You will probably remember it is necessary and appropriate for the
Art Fair Chairs to have final say on the grant funding. The reason? They do the work!
They should be the final deciders.
One proviso was placed in each Art Fair Grant letter:
“While we are delighted to grant funds at this level this year, it is important to note
that we are dipping into our Art Fair reserves to fund all our community grants at the requested level for 2019. Our reserves were healthier in 2019 due to gains in the stock
market. We cannot count on similar gains in the future and that may affect future levels
of funding.”
Thank you for all your hard work to make our Art Fair successful and to make possible these substantial community grants. Great job everyone!
Bev Abbott, Art Fair ED
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2020 Kings Mountain Art Fair
T-Shirt Design Request
Calling all Talented Kings Mountain Designers!

In keeping with tradition, the KMAF Tinfo
Committee invites all creative Kings Mountain
Artists to submit an original design for the 2020
KMAF t-shirt.
Guidelines:
•

Must be a resident of our beautiful mountain.

• Please do not include date of KMAF, because tshirts become difficult to sell the following year(s).
•

Submit your artistic design by April 20, 2020.

• The 2020 KMAF t-shirt design will be selected by
the KMAF committee.
•

Please send your submission to Meta Townsley at meta320@gmail.com

• If you have any questions, please reach out to: Marlene Stern (650) 678-0437
or marlenestern@gmail.com or Meta Townsley (408) 505-7234, meta320@gmail.com
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What’s Happening with Art Fair 2020?
By Bev Abbott, ED
We are very excited to be off to a running start for Art Fair 2020. Here are some of the
highlights:
• Artists have been selected. We had more artists’ applications than last year and
were able to admit some artists who were previous regulars at the Sausalito Art
Fair, which was cancelled for this year.
• The postcards are in final design. Gorgeous art pieces are selected from our artists’
jury submissions to put on the post card. We think you will like the 2020 version.
• Our Marketing Team is hard at work. It has its marketing plan done and has
recruited a new team member.
• Chairperson changes are happening. Sadly, we lost Shannon Kromat as our Social
Chair and Secretary as she moved to Felton but happily, Linda Elliott will join the
team to become the new Social Chair. And we are sad to lose Nick Kromat who
moved to Felton as well. He is being replaced by Hank Roth joining Hank Stern as
our Shuttle and Traffic Co-Chairs – hmm, lots of possibilities with name confusion
there with the team of Hank and Hank.
• A call out for design submissions for the 2020 began in the December Echo. Please
see the latest request in this issue and put your artistic talents to work creating this
years’ design.
We are grateful to all the Art Fair Chairs who are stepping up again this year to make Art
Fair 2020 awesome!
Your Art Fair Board 2020
Chris Reynolds, President, Katrin Gosling, Vice President, Jeanne Carlson, Treasurer
Dawn Neisser, Secretary, Marty Phelps, Member, Andrew Anker, Member

Looking for Google/Facebook Credits for Art Fair Promotion
We are starting to plan our social media campaign for the 2020 Art Fair. We try to
promote the fair in the most effective and cost-efficient manner.
One of the ways we do that is to use credits that Google and
Facebook grant to their employees. Both companies have a
program that allows an employee to grant free advertising to their
choice of non-profits. Last year, 7 Google or Facebook
employees donated their credits, which allowed us to reach an
audience that we had not reached before and at no cost to the Fair. It is a very generous
gift.
Our request is this: If you, a family member or a friend is an employee of Google or
Facebook, please consider asking them if they would be willing to donate their August and
September credits to the Art Fair. Many employees are not aware of the program but
Sheena can assist them in how to do it. We promise to make it as easy as possible to help
us out.
Just let us know NOW that you are an employee and Sheena will contact you when it
is closer. Thanks in advance!
Sheena Mawson smmawson@gmail.com and Sandy Shapero sandy@toofar.net
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Kings Mountain Association Board Meeting
Feb 12, 2020
Present: Cindy Phelps, Betsy Rix, Eric Soult, Jenn Soult, Amber Steele,
Marlene Stern, Holly Winnen, Eileen Fredrikson (Echo). Regrets: Cindy Oldham
Call to Order: Jenn called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm.
Approval of Minutes: The January meeting minutes were approved online and
published in the February Echo.
Treasurer’s Report: Eric recommended that the Board sign up for a Quicken
program to make the books easier to pass on to future treasurers. The Board
moved, seconded and approved a motion to purchase the monthly Quicken
program. Suggestions from community members that came with renewals were
read and discussed.
No walk-ins, no public notices
Nominating Committee: Eileen spoke for the nominating committee and
reported that the committee will reach out to potential board members.
Fuel Break: Amber has been talking to Sandy Shapero who has been in contact
with the San Mateo County Park team that is working on the fuel break project
along Kings Mountain Road. A tentative date has been set for Wednesday,
March 255h for a community presentation and discussion.
Invasive Plant Issue: The Board will invite a San Mateo County Resource
Conservation District representative to speak to the community about false
brome and other invasive species.
Blood Drive: The next blood drive is set for May 2. Because of set-up for the
annual dinner, the Bloodmobile will set up in the parking lot.
Spring Brunch: Scheduled for Sunday, April 5. The Board will look into Easter
Bunny outfits for rent or sale.
Annual Dinner: Scheduled for Sat, May 2. Possible speakers and themes were
discussed.
Meeting adjourned: The meeting was adjourned at 7:39 pm.
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The Kings Mountain Association Invites
Friends and Neighbors to

Our Spring Brunch
Sunday, April 5, 2020
10:00 am to Noon
At the Kings Mountain Community Center
Egg Hunt 11:00 am
Free to KMA Members and Family
Guests $5

Everyone is Welcome!
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KMA Speaker Series Presents
Cleopatra Tuday, Biologist
San Mateo County Resource Conservation District

How to Fight Invasive Plants on Kings Mountain
The Kings Mountain Association is delighted to
have Cleopatra Tuday of the San Mateo
County Resource Conservation District come
and speak to the community about invasive
plants. Her talk for our community will be focusing on the most recent situation with Slender
False Brome and Hanging Sedge. She will
bring live samples along with a presentation.
This is a great opportunity for all of us to get
ahead of what could become a major infestation in the future.

Hanging Sedge

Slender False Brome

About The Speaker: Cleopatra Tuday is involved with “all things living” as a biologist

for the RCD. She coordinates a program to eradicate slender false brome, an invasive
weed damaging our redwood forests, in
addition to other vegetation management
and habitat restoration related projects.
Cleopatra has experience in botany, plant
and fungal research, conservation ecology and habitat restoration. After getting
her bachelor’s degree from UC Santa
Cruz in Plant Sciences, she worked with
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space assisting with vegetation management and
habitat restoration projects.
.

Monday, March 16, 2020
7:00 pm Mix & Mingle. Program Begins at 7:30 pm.
Kings Mountain Community Center

Admission is Free
Please bring your own glass, if you remember - we're shifting towards zero waste!
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KMA Speaker Series Presents
Nicholas Calderon
San Mateo County Parks Director

A Kings Mountain Road Fuel Break Talk
Come and learn more about the Kings Mountain Road Fuel Break project from
Nicholas Calderon, San Mateo County Parks Director. The project is ongoing and here is
your opportunity to understand what has been done so far and to ask questions about
further impacts. Please come at 7:00 to mingle with fellow Kings Mountain residents with
the talk beginning at 7:30 pm.
Last December, a number of Kings Mountain
residents (Carrie and Tim German, Dawn
Neisser and Ted Gaynor, Barb Heydorn, and
Sandy Shapero) joined Mr. Calderon for a
hike to view the treated areas, hear how the
areas will be maintained in the future and
learn how the project tries to balance ecosystem health and community safety. It was fascinating and important information, thus KMA
invited him to come share his knowledge with
the whole Kings Mountain community. He
enthusiastically agreed!
San Mateo County Parks and Cal Fire completed a 7-week effort to create 75 acres
of shaded fuel breaks along Kings Fire Road and within Huddart Park last October. This
effort was known as the Kings Mountain Road Fuel Break Project. Kings Mountain Road
is an important evacuation and access route for fire and emergency vehicles and was
designated one of the first areas to be treated in this state-wide program.
The project has been funded to continue to keep the corridor on either side of Kings
Mountain clear. San Mateo County is responsible for implementation of the retreatment.
For more information prior to this event, go to https://parks.smcgov.org/wildfire-safe.
About The Speaker: Nicholas Calderon oversees a San Mateo County $60 million budget and a network of 23 parks and 190 miles of trails that welcome more
than 2.5 million visitors annually. Calderon joined County Parks as assistant director in June 2018. Prior to that, he served as the County’s real property services manager and was a legislative aide to District Three Supervisor Don
Horsley.

Wednesday, March 25, 2020
7:00 pm Mix & Mingle. Program Begins at 7:30 pm.
Kings Mountain Community Center

Admission is Free
Please bring your own glass, if you remember - we're shifting towards zero waste!
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March 2020 School News
February was a great month at KMES with lots of learning, projects, and community building
taking place. Students powered through the academic curriculum with no school closure or “stay
home” days that some California schools have needed due to flu virus fears. Sensible preventative behaviors such as lots of hand washing, covering the mouth and not coughing near others
seems to have driven good health results. Core subject units neared completion in all classrooms prior to the March 6th end of the second trimester. Students began creating “success and
challenge” sheets by subject to share with parents during minimum day student led conferences
and report cards scheduled for March 9th – 13th.
KMES Practices Kindness: Students gathered their pennies to donate to the “Pennies for
Patients” fundraiser to help the fight against Leukemia and Lymphoma. The fundraiser was
launched as part of a district-wide program called The Great Kindness Challenge. The total
amount raised by all three classrooms was $468.95. Students also extended their Valentine’s
Day kindness activities to making Valentines for Vets and for the Meals on Wheels coast-side
community members.
Oceans to Benefit from KMES Project Based Learning: The students continue to prove their commitment to being dedicated stewards of
the ocean and the environment in general. After an All School Beach Clean
-Up day, K/1 students wrote essays based on their experiences and on
reading the books: “How to Do a Beach Clean-Up” and “All About Recycling”. They then went to Farallone View Elementary to share their writing
by reading their essays to the Kindergarten classes there. They also
shared the movie documenting the KMES Beach Clean-Up that was made
by the 4/5 class. In a Beach Clean-Up debrief, the 2/3 class pledged to do
more. Some of the actions students decided to do were:
1. Reuse plastic instead of buying more.
2. Take a bag with you to the beach to pick up trash you find.
3. Always remember to “pack your trash” or leave it better than you found it.
4. Remind others about how important our oceans are and ways to take care of them.
The 4/5 class followed up with a second beach field trip to do active science through water
testing. The class went to La Honda Creek at Playbowl and the Lagoon at San Gregorio Beach
to take samples to monitor the health of the watershed. They tested for conductivity, pH, and
Turbidity plus a test for dissolved oxygen at the lagoon. The students were engaged and enthusiastic about the scope of learning ocean monitoring required.
Class Reports
K/1: A field trip to Ink Spell Books and Farallone View Elementary furthered both environmental awareness and the joy of reading and writing. The class reviewed contractions: practiced
long o and short o identification and /sh/, /ch/, /th/ and /wh/
sounds and words. A Changing Perspectives unit brought new
awareness about deafness as students listened and discussed
Moses Goes to a Concert. Students became shape detectives
as they studied spheres, addition and subtraction, and penguin
word problems.
2/3: Reading: Students are tracking the elements of the story in
their books (setting, rising action, climax (problems), solution)
and then putting that information on a mobile to share with their
peers. Writing: Students are learning how to write strong opinion
Reading great books in K/1
pieces, following the O.R.E.O method of (1) stating their Opinion
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(2) giving a Reason (3) Explaining their reason with examples (4) ending their piece by restating their Opinion. They are also writing puppet show scripts and hand-making the puppets -to
perform for the k/1. One of the shows is about a time machine catastrophe. Math: Both 2nd
and 3rd grade have completed their 5th unit and begun the 6th. Since the 2020 census is upon
us, the class will be doing a mini unit on statistics and data using the 2020 census for context
the week of March 10th. The 2nd grade is working on place value and add/subtraction numbers within 1,000. In 3rd grade, we will continue to work with fractions and begin working on
unit #5 building a deeper understanding of multiplication and division using area or rectangles
and squares.
4/5: Lots is happening in the 4th and 5th grade class. In Math, students are learning about
shapes and angles while working on geometry in 4th grade and division of fractions in 5th
grade. They are revisiting the main idea and supporting details in nonfiction reading and writing. To practice students are writing reports about
the 13 colonies. The class undertook many projects for their 2nd trimester
driving question, “Why are oceans important?” These included learning to
test for water quality and making an environmental video.
Harlem Wizards Bring Basketball fun to School: The Harlem Wizards came to HMB to play a charity game against locals in February. Of
course, they wanted to make a stop at Kings Mountain Elementary. While
on the mountain, Space Jam showed the kids some basketball tricks and
enlisted student volunteers to help him out.
More 2020-2021 news
• In addition to launching a Transitional Kindergarten program for the 2020-2021 school
year, KMES will be piloting a full day Transitional Kindergarten (TK) and Kindergarten (K)
class schedule that matches the 1st Grade schedule.
• The regular schedule for TK, K and 1st grade will be 7:45a to 1:45a from the first day of
school.
• Transitional Kindergarteners (TK) will have the option for pick-up at 11:30 am should their
families deem that best for them. However, there will not be regular after care available
through Venture Free Children's Center until 1:45 pm. (Please note: VFCC will continue to
be available at 12:45 on Early Release days as they are now).
• The following are links to a presentation submitted to the Governing Board on 2/13 regarding the efficacy of full day TK and K programs. https://app.eduportal.com/documents/
view/743138
https://app.eduportal.com/documents/view/743151
• School tours for prospective students are scheduled for March 9th and March 16th. Call
Lesli in the KMES for details; 650/712-7180

Day 100! Hundredth day of school celebration!

Shopping for books
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Save The Date!
Mountain House Social
& Spring Raffle
KMAP and The Mountain House are partnering for a delicious evening to benefit
Kings Mountain Elementary School!

● Date: Thursday April 2nd
● Where: The Mountain House Restaurant
● Time: Bar Opens at 5pm Dining Room Opens at 5:30pm
Reservations Recommended: 650-851-8541 or online at http://themountainhouse.com

NEW THIS YEAR! KMAP Spring Raffle - Raffle

packages for sports lovers, museum visits, shopping & dining. Win
Giants tickets, a Coastal Staycation, a custom engraved Birdman
Bat and more! Raffle tickets will be available beginning March 18th
in the KMES office or from any student. $10 each, 6 for $50 or 13
for $100. Raffle tickets can also be purchased at the event.
**Drawing for Winners @ 7pm Thursday April 2nd. ( Need not be present to win)
50% of the dinner proceeds and 100% of the raffle proceeds will help fund enrichment
programs in Science, Art. Culinary Arts & more at Kings Mountain Elementary School.

Great food & a great cause...see you there!
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Join us on Wednesday, April 1, at the Community Center
(snacks at 7:00 pm; film at 7:30 pm), for

RODENTS OF UNUSUAL SIZE
This thought provoking documentary takes an amusing and yet ultimately serious look at an ecological problem plaguing the Louisiana coast - hordes of monstrous 20-pound swamp rats. Known as "nutria", these invasive South American
rodents breed faster than roving squads of hunters can control them. And with their
orange teeth and voracious appetite, they are eating up the coastal wetlands that
protect coastal Louisiana from hurricanes. But the people who have lived here for
generations are not the type of folks who will give up without a fight. In addition to
bounty hunters, this award-winning doc introduces us to resourceful locals serving
up nutria burgers and using their pelts for fur coats. It is man vs. rodent. May the
best mammal win.
Dirs. Quinn Costello, Chris Metzler & Jeff Springer. Narrated by Wendell Pierce,
music by Lost Bayou Ramblers. 71 min. 2018.
“Rodents of Unusual Size is also a look at how human folly can contribute to environmental disaster, but awareness and ingenuity can help bail us out.” – Peter
Keough, Boston Globe. 98% on Rotten Tomatoes.

BEST OF FESTIVAL AWARD, Wild and Scenic Environmental Film Festival; JURY
AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING DOCUMENTARY, Tallgrass Film Festival; JURY AWARD
FOR BEST DOCUMENTARY, Oceanside International Film Festival; JURY AWARD FOR
BEST DOCUMENTARY, Lost River Film Festival; JURY AWARD FOR BEST DOCUMENTARY (CENTRAL COAST FILMMAKER CATEGORY), San Luis Obispo International
Film Festival; EXCELLENCE IN AMERICAN PROFILES AWARD, SF Docfest.

Sponsored by KMA. The films screen at the Community Center and are free. Come
early for snacks and commingling with neighbors. It’s always fun!
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March 2020
by
Marty Eisenberg

HOMEOWNER INSURANCE (PART 4)
I digress this month from review of the “workings” of the standard California homeowner’s policy to relate some significant recent developments concerning homeowner insurance availability in areas impacted
by wildfires the past two (2) years and also areas considered to be “high brush zones” or “wild fire hazard
areas”. Data concerning such subjects is collected nationally by Insurance Services Office (“ISO” – which I
have mentioned before as an enterprise providing a multitude of services to insurers across the country).
ISO provides its insurer-clients with “risk management statistics” including topography, distances to brushtype fuel, distances to/between fire hydrants and proximity to staffed fire stations. (Volunteer fire departments generally “don’t count” at ISO.) Insurers use that information to set premiums and decide whether
and to what extent they will offer insurance in various communities.
Following wildfires of the last two (2) years, several homeowner insurers undertook wholesale policy
non-renewals in areas affected by and proximate to the fire stricken communities. The circumstance
raised significant difficulties to homeowners obligated to maintain insurance by covenants of their mortgage loan, homeowners seeking mortgage loans or seeking to sell their home. After paying out billions on
account of damage claims resulting from wildfires in 2018 and 2019 some insurers ceased renewing
homeowner policies of customers in wildfire-prone areas. On December 5, 2019, California Insurance
Commissioner Ricardo Lara announced a one-year moratorium upon such non-renewals while efforts are
undertaken among state agencies and insurers to find a solution to the state’s wildfire insurance dilemma.
I undertook an “unscientific” inquiry as to availability of homeowner insurance to the Kings Mountain
community. I made telephone inquiries for a homeowner insurance quote upon my home to four (4) sizeable California homeowner insurers. My inquiries resulted in one declination to offer coverage – from
Amica Mutual Insurance Co. -- because my home is in a “brush-hazard zone”. Another insurer (CSAA) did
not respond to two telephone inquiries for coverage proposals (which may be the equivalent of a declination). Two others property insurance sources, sought through independent agents, offered coverage subject to inspections as to type of roof (insurers don’t like wooden shingles) and general property maintenance. Lastly I turned to the State Farm agency through which I have obtained homeowner insurance
here without interruption for twenty-five years just to inquire about what State Farm was (or wasn’t doing)
with respect to “brush-hazard zone risks” around here.) I was informed that State Farm has not undertaken any non-renewals in zip code 94062 on account of brush/wildfire hazard; is not imposing any “brush
-zone” restrictions upon new policies in zip code 94062 and, in fact, has recently resumed writing new
homeowner policies in zip code 94028 (Portola Valley) after a hiatus of several years. Thus from the described small sampling of homeowner insurance resources it appears that there is at least reasonable
availability of homeowner insurance to this community. If you receive a notice from your insurer of its intention not to renew your policy, it may violate the moratorium upon non-renewals imposed by the California Department of Insurance and, upon that basis, can be set aside. However, that moratorium is set to
expire December 5, 2020. Therefore, you may want to look around for a substitute insurer that is not contemplating shrinking its “brush zone” exposure. State Farm appears to be one of those and there are
surely others. (If you elect to explore coverage with State Farm, call the agency in Sharon Heights [8540500], ask for Erin and tell her I suggested you call. If you write new business through Erin, the agency will
send me $25.00 and I will donate it to our Kings Mountain Fire Brigade!)

______________________________

Presidential Quotations:
The hottest places in hell are reserved for those who, in times of great moral crisis, maintain their neutrality.”- John F. Kennedy
When our memories outweigh our dreams, it is then that we become old. - Bill Clinton
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The Kings Mountain Echo is published monthly by the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc, a non-profit,
volunteer organization. The Editor is Eileen Fredrikson. All opinions are those of the commentator/writer and not
those of the publisher.
Echo submissions should be emailed to eileenfredrikson@comcast.net Please reference “the Echo” in the
subject line. The Echo deadline is the 26th of each month. The editor retains discretion to edit all submissions for
space and content.
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