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Hello Neighbors:
The Echo is hoping that the St. Paddy’s Day leprechaun brings you a pile of good luck clover. In a
way, it feels like he has already spread some magic on Kings Mountain. It seems we’ve come through
multiple periods of high wind and rain relatively unscathed, (especially compared storm-related devastation around the U.S. and flooding around California). The Echo asked Chief Sullivan if our ever-ready
volunteer firefighters have had any down time so far this year. This was his response: “We had nearly 80
calls for service in the first two months of 2019, largely due to storm issues. Even so, we are running
slightly behind 2017 numbers. I think everyone is rested.” So, thank you KMVFD. We look forward to
hearing Chief Sullivan and others introduce the Community Emergency Response Team needs before
the Chili Cook-off and BBQ Dinner on Sunday, March 31, at 3:00 pm. Put that date on your calendar,
everybody. This is important, besides being fun, delicious, and free to residents.
The five lovely ladies pictured on our cover organized the KMES Spring Fling…a party guaranteed to
drive out any lingering winter blues. (Wacky picture evidence can be found on pg.16). Save these dates
for more fun and interesting events coming up:

• March 27: Ann McCormick; KMA Speaker Series discussion, demo and Q&A presentation of the
Methuselah Project. Everyone’s favorite old growth redwood has been showcased on the web in an
innovative and fascinating way. (pages 10-11) Also, after reading Marty’s Musings, you will be able to
calculate how much water Methuselah has absorbed in his 1,800+ years on Kings Mountain.
• April 5: This year’s Academy Award winning Best Picture, Green Door, screens at the CC (page 13.) It
seems our film series curator, Jack Rix, was way ahead of the curve by selecting this film months ago.
• April 14: Spring Brunch. Our annual Egg Hunt provides good times and good food for all ages.
Read Joe Rockmore’s tutorial about our new Kings Mountain Slack workspace on page 12. The Echo
was a bit unclear on the concept, so we asked Rocky to give non-techie neighbors among us (like me) an
explanation. His description is useful and very clear. Big thanks to Rocky. Art Fair ED Bev Abbott began
her community updates in this issue. Can you believe that artist applications are complete and many
Chairpersons are already at work on the 2019 Fair? (See pages 8 & 9.)
School funding and looming budget cuts are the only
gloomy news this month. It is important for neighbors to be informed, however, so please read pages 14-16. A lot will be
happening between now and our new governor’s final budget
in May.
Stay well and stay engaged,
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist

3:00 pm: KM Fire Dept. Chief Jim Sullivan’s presentation,
Get Ready for Wildfire Season 2019: Be prepared for what
you should do when an emergency strikes.
Introducing the KM Community Emergency Response Team.
4:30 pm: KMFD Chili Cook-Off!
6:00 pm: BBQ Dinner and Chile Winner announced!
This event and dinner is free for KM residents! ($35 for non-residents.)

Please RSVP for this event to Cindy Phelps
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on February 12, 2019
ATTENDANCE: Jon Fredrikson, Anna Roesch-Tubbs, Tim Naylor (by phone), Joe
Rockmore, Jim Sullivan, Matt King, Ted Thayer, Kim Ohlund, Tim German, Frank Adams, Bill
Goebner.
Board President Jon Fredrikson called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:30 pm.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: The Board approved the minutes of the prior meeting of January
8, 2019.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Anna Roesch-Tubbs reviewed the preliminary 2018 financial
reports. Total income was 35% above the budget largely because of strong community
support and generosity. Both annual membership fees and supplementary contributions were
way over plan. Meanwhile, total expenses were 1% below budget, so that net revenues less
expenditures were about $24,000 more than budgeted.
BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin reported the following
uses of the Community Center in January 2019:
Exercise/Dance Classes

17

Monthly Community Board Meetings

4

KMVFB Training & Maintenance

7

Community Events/Parties

1

Private Events/Parties

0

TOTAL USES FOR THE MONTH

29

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the January 2019 report:
Medical aid

7

Vehicle accident

1

Public assist

22

Firefighter standby

8

Vehicle fire

0

Smoke check

1

Structure fire

0

Vegetation fire

0

Hazardous materials

0

Rescue

0

Cover assignment

0

Alarm sounding

4

Water tender group response

0

Trash fire

0

TOTAL # RESPONSES FOR
THE MONTH

43

AVERAGE # OF
RESPONDERS

Number of incidents with no
Volunteer response:

2
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6.3

OLD BUSINESS:
Fire Chief Election: The Fire Department volunteers elected Jim Sullivan as their Fire Chief
for another four-year term.
New Board Members: Jon introduced Kim Ohlund and Ted Thayer to the Board as
proposed members to fill two vacancies. Kim Ohlund has been a Kings Mountain resident for
five years. She has a degree in civil engineering and has worked for a large construction
management firm. Kim has worked on many volunteer activities over the years. Ted Thayer
has been a long-term resident of Kings Mountain and works as a consulting biologist. After
discussion, the Board unanimously approved both new Board members. Kim will serve out
the remainder of a term ending in 2020 and Ted’s term will end in 2021. Both members will
be eligible for reelection at the end of their terms.
KM Emergency Response/CERT Plans: Jon Fredrikson led a discussion on steps to
revitalize our community’s emergency preparedness plans.
By mail and through the Echo, the KM Fire Department currently provides residents with
recommended CalFire plans and instructions on preparing for and dealing with wild fires,
earthquakes, and other emergencies. The KMVFD encourages all residents to sign up for
emergency alerts from local agencies such as Cal Fire, the San Mateo County Sheriff and
Nixle and to download the Cal Fire smart phone app. It is also suggested that residents
create small neighborhood cluster groups of four or five homes so that local neighbors can
look out for each other in an emergency.
Jon said there is a need to create an updated Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) made up of trained Kings Mountain residents who have successfully completed the
CERT course. These individuals would be able to assist the fire department in an emergency.
If there is sufficient community interest, a CERT course will be offered in the Community
Center. Eventually, the CERT group could take over emergency preparedness
responsibilities.
Jon recommended that these emergency preparedness plans be operated initially under the
KMVFB Board. This would eliminate the need for a separate KMEP organization and
volunteer staffing. The KMVFB Board meets monthly and board members, fire department
leaders and consultants attend. This experienced group can discuss and review emergency
preparedness plans and developments and follow up on needed action.
Emergency Preparedness Meeting/ Chili Cook-off: A community meeting to discuss
emergency and disaster planning to be followed by a Chili Cook-off is being planned for
Sunday, March 31st.
NEW BUSINESS:
KMVFB Email Address for Resident Comments: Joe Rockmore will set up an email
address to enable residents to communicate with the KMVFB Board.
MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:25 pm. NEXT MEETING: March 12, 2019 at 7:30 pm
Respectfully submitted,
Jon Fredrikson, President
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The Kings Mountain Association Invites
Friends and Neighbors to

Our Spring Brunch
Sunday, April 14, 2019
10:00 am to Noon
At the Kings Mountain Community Center
Egg Hunt 11:00 am
Free to KMA Members and Family
Guests $5

Everyone is Welcome!
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KMA Board Meeting Minutes
February 13, 2019
Call to Order and Welcome New Board Members: President Jenn Soult called the meeting to
order at 7:05 pm.
Board Members Present: Cindy Oldham, Cindy Phelps, Betsy Rix, Eric Soult, Jenn Soult,
Amber Steele, Marlene Stern, Eileen Fredrikson (Echo Editor). Regrets: Holly Winnen.
Community Members Present: Jeanne Carlson, Sarah Carlson, Jon Fredrikson, Marty Phelps,
Lisa Thorsen-Spano, Chris Spano. (All community members departed at 7:15.)
By-Law Change: Jenn moved that we reduce the quorum to make KMA decisions from 12 to 5.
Cindy Oldham seconded. Fourteen KMA members voted in favor of the by-law change and it
was passed.
Approval of Minutes: The KMA January 2019 meeting minutes were approved on-line and
published in the Echo.
Treasurer’s Report: Eric gave the financial report. He has spoken to Jeanne Carlson, who has
agreed to audit the KMA finances after she has finished the KMAF audit.
Memberships: Jenn reported that many new memberships have been received. The board
reviewed KMA members’ comments and suggestions listed on the renewal/membership forms.
Review of Public Notices: None received this month.
Old Business:
Movie Night: Jenn has secured licenses to show the next set of movies for the KMA sponsored
Mid-Week Movie nights: March – Vertigo, April –Green Day, May – Cinema Paradiso, June –
Eighth Grade, July – Inside Out.
KMA Presentations Review: KMA aims to present expert speakers on a broad range of topics
of interest to our community each year. After Board discussion, Jenn made a motion that to
enhance our outreach to professionals. The motion was approved. We approved three paid
speakers per year, paid out of KMA funds. The Board approved two speakers, the Puma Project
coordinator, and speaker about our local history of the Ohlone era. Amber and Cindy will work
with community members to schedule these two events.
KMA Board Election Committee: The committee will let the community know that although we
have two incumbent candidates for the two upcoming vacant slots, any KMA member in good
standing is welcome to run for a seat on the Board of Directors.
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Blood Drive: Jenn will reach out to the Red Cross and another blood center. Cindy P. will call
the Blood Centers of the Pacific.
By-Laws: The Board will review up to Article XI by next month’s board meeting and recommend
changes. The current KMA by-laws are available for all community members to view on Kings
Mountain Online.
Spring Brunch: Holly is organizing this year’s event, scheduled for April 14. Board members
will reach out to the loyal volunteers who make this brunch so successful year after year.
Annual Dinner: Suggestions were made as to what sort of program we should have this year. A
celebration of our community is in the early planning stages and all ideas and input are welcome.
We will try to use the same highly praised caterer as last year.
The Chili Cook-off: Cindy P. reported the date is set for Sunday, March 31. KMA will provide
beverages.
Author’s Forum Adds Speaker Series: Betsy will speak to a local author and schedule an
evening presentation that does not conflict with other community events. The idea of having
KMA speaker series events presenting other locals, not restricted to authors, was discussed and
approved. Ann McCormick, noted educator and founder of The Learning Company, will be the
first speaker, on Wednesday, March 27th at 7:00 pm. Ann will take us through the development
and launch of the Methuselah Project, a web site with educational materials about our famous
Big Tree on Skyline.
The meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Betsy Rix, Board Secretary

The KMA (Kings Mtn Association) now has an updated email address:
kma@kingsmountainonline.com
The KMA<http://www.kingsmountainonline.com/community/kma> exists to enhance and benefit
our community. Guests are welcome to the board meetings, which are generally on the
second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm, at the Community Center. Monthly
meeting notes are posted in the Kings Mtn Echo
<http://www.kingsmountainonline.com/kings-mountain-echo>. We encourage residents to
bring topic ideas and speakers to our attention.
We’d love to hear from you. Email us at kma@kingsmountainonline.com
The KMA Board
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Art Fair 2019 Planning Is Underway
Marketing Team Opportunity
Dear Kings Mountain Neighbors,
The Art Fair has a strong marketing team, but we are considering carving out a spot for
a PR press person. This volunteer would work with Sheena Mawson, PR team leader,
and Sandy Shapero, Marketing Chair. The objective is to get KMAF articles into the
local newspapers, which includes updating the press release and contacting our 7
target newspapers. This is primarily done in July and August. This person does not
have to have PR experience but should be assertive, comfortable making phone calls,
and motivated to help us get art-buying people to the fair.
The person would work closely with us to ensure there is a consistent PR/marketing
message. It’s a fun team (Sheena Mawson, Cindy Oldham, Carrie German, Meta
Townsley, and Sandy Shapero). There are approximately 3-4 meetings between
January and August. If you have ideas about who might be interested, please contact
Sandy at sandy@toofar.net , 851-9832 or Sheena Mawson at smmawson@gmail.com,
851-2581.
Thanks!
Sandy and Sheena

Looking for Google/Facebook Credits for Art Fair Promotion
Dear KM,
We are starting to plan our social media campaign for the 2019 Art Fair. We try to
promote the fair in the most effective and cost-efficient manner.
One of the ways we do that is to use credits that Google and Facebook grant to their
employees. Both companies have a program that allows an employee to grant free
advertising to their choice of non-profits. Last year, Liz Gannes, Kate Rouch, and
another Google KM employee donated their credits, which allowed us to reach an
audience that we had not reached before and at no cost to the Fair. It is a very
generous gift.
Our request is this: If you, a family member or a friend is an employee of Google or
Facebook, please consider asking them if they would be willing to donate their August
and September credits to the Art Fair. Many employees are not aware of the program
but Sheena can assist them in how to do it. We promise to make it as easy as possible
to help us out.
Thanks in advance!
Sheena Mawson and Sandy Shapero
smmawson@gmail.com
sandy@toofar.net
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Final Results—2018 Kings Mountain Art Fair
by Bev Abbott, Kings Mountain Art Fair Executive Director
Our community has many reasons to be grateful as we review the final results of Art Fair 2018.
The books are closed for this past year and the Art Fair Board has acted based on the results. As
you know by now, Art Fair 2018 was the highest earning Art Fair ever. This means that we had
enough funding to give the Fire Brigade and the Kings Mountain Associated Parents their core budgets and an increase. Additionally we can contribute to the Fire Brigade Endowment, which can support the continuation of the Fire Brigade in the future. Finally as we did last year we will take the proceeds from the highest ever popcorn sales and give it to the Fire Brigade for the Kings Mountain
Emergency Preparedness Committee. This year we had a request from a new non-profit, Venture
Free Foundation which provides after school programming at the Kings Mountain Elementary School
and for other children. We were able to give them a small grant for capital expenses and marketing.
This program is considered an asset to the school and can hopefully help us build the census.
The final figures for these plans were presented on February 2, 2019 at the Distribution of Funds
meeting, which is a meeting of the Art Fair Committee Chairs. Plans for spending the proceeds from
the Art Fair are subject to their approval and approval was granted.
To all our amazing volunteers, thank you for all your work this year!
AND NOW….
Planning for Art Fair 2019 has begun! Yes, we are underway with our work to make the 2019 Art
Fair a big success. Artists’ applications are in and the Marketing Team has developed its 2019 plan.
We even have other Art Fair Chairs who are way ahead of the timeline and who have developed
their anticipated expenses and are planning their work. Our next major event is the Art Fair Kick Off
meeting Sunday, June 2 where Committee Chairs will discuss their plans. Stay tuned for reports.
Thank you!

Recruiting now for the
Kings Mountain Community
Emergency Response Team
(KMCERT)
Community Emergency Response Team programs educate residents about disaster
preparedness for emergencies and trains them in basic disaster response skills, such as fire
safety, light search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical operations.
CERT training provides individuals with the basic skills that they need to respond to the
KM community’s immediate needs in the aftermath of a disaster, when emergency services
are not immediately available. By working together and with the Kings Mountain Fire Department, CERT members can assist in saving lives and protecting property.
A Kings Mountain CERT is now being formed, with training sessions at the Community
Center beginning later this spring. Please attend the KM Fire Department presentation on
Sunday, March 31st at 3:00 pm to learn more about this new program and to sign up as a
KMCERT volunteer.
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by Eileen Fredrikson
After visiting https://www.bigoldtreeonskyline.com/ several times, the Echo
wanted to know more about the Methuselah Project back story to share with our
readers. We hope these notes from our interview with Ann McCormick will
prompt you to visit and become familiar with the site prior to attending Ann’s
demonstration and discussion at the CC on March 27th. Ann hopes that
neighbors who love the Redwoods in general, (and Methuselah in particular),
will offer their impressions and suggestions during the Q & A and even volunteer to help with remaining tasks which she will talk about that night.
The key back story is that “Big Old Tree on Skyline” was literally a labor of love. One day last year,
Ann noticed a contest announcement from the Woodside Community Foundation which read “Let us
help make your dreams come true!” The 60 year-old WCF non-profit administers permanent charitable
funds, like the Woodside Store Historical Site, and periodically makes grants to “special projects that
benefit the citizens of Woodside and surrounds.” Well, Ann did have a long-held dream. For at least 40
years, she had nurtured a deep love of the 1,800+ year old redwood tree on Skyline Boulevard known
as Methuselah. As an educator, she “dreamed” about making the Methuselah Tree the focal point for
hands-on lessons designed to teach children about the history and natural
science of the Skyline area. The target audience would be fourth to sixth
grade students, but adults should also find “teaching moments” within the
site’s rich contents. Ann’s plan envisioned developing a web site with a
click through Facebook page for interactivity; an e-book, a printed book of
lessons for use in our local schools, and single page activities to make
available to the Mountain House, Buck’s, and Alice’s restaurants which
would keep kids productively engaged while parents dine out.
Receiving no notification from the WCF, Ann attended a meeting to see
who won. She was surprised to find that she was one of three “dream” proposals, which would receive a $5000 grant to complete the awarded project. Grant money was limited to the purchase of materials and supplies,
(like printing costs). Thus, in true Kings Mountain style, Ann’s time from
concept to launch was entirely as a volunteer.
Luckily, she found generous people with stellar skills needed by the
project who were willing to volunteer their time and expertise to help bring
1938: Methuselah stands alone
the Methuselah project to life. First, she discovered that the tree itself already benefits from significant volunteer largess. The tree stands on land
owned by Cal Water Bear Gulch District. District employees mend fences,
clean and tend the Methuselah site entirely on their own time as volunteers.
Eventually, Ann’s development team included a science professor and a student intern from Ann’s undergraduate Alma Mater; her talented nephew who
is a web designer, two drone flight videographers, two professional nature
photographers, two artists, a local writer/editor, a KMES 5th grader and more.
Everyone on the team played an important role in the project. In our interview,
Ann made special mention of KMES student Travis Larson, who she credits
on the site as Assistant Director. Travis is the exact target age intended to
use the site and printed lessons. He not only served as early beta tester, he
Drone photo of Methuselah today was an “idea incubator and tree math innovator.”
The Echo found the concept of tying what was going on around the “big old
tree” to significant global developments of the period particularly fascinating. We asked Ann how she chose one
Ann’s grandson Soren, age 5,
loves the Big Tree
milestone per century time block to highlight. She said she
“looked closely at what to include, but she knew from the
beginning that it would not be war and conquest. The 11th
century invention of fireworks, not of gun powder, for example, was appropriate for students using the site.” Check out
the stunning visuals and thought-provoking content at “big
old tree on Skyline.” Come see Ann’s demonstration at the
CC to get deeper appreciation of the project, as well as
learning how you can participate in sight enhancements
and further printed materials development.
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KMA Speaker Series Presents
Ann McCormick, Ph.D.

The Methuselah
Project

A Demonstration and Discussion about
the Development and Launch of:
https://www.bigoldtreeonskyline.com
Wednesday, March 27th
at the Community Center
7:00 pm Mix and Mingle, Snacks & Beverages
7:30 pm Presentation with Q & A
Noted Educator and pioneering children’s educational software developer Ann McCormick kicks
off the 2019 Kings Mountain Speaker Series presenting the first public demonstration of The Methuselah Project web site and educational materials that will be distributed to KMES and other local
schools. The event is free and sponsored by the
KMA. You are guaranteed to learn something new
about this very special old growth redwood and
even about historical happenings on Kings Mountain and around the world during Methuselah’s
very long life. Ann thinks an audience of neighbors
can add valuable insight about the site so that she
can make it even better. Don’t miss her talk.

Biography, Ann McCormick, Ph.D.
From her home in Henrik Ibsen Park, Ann H. McCormick, Ph.D,
founded The Learning Company, a children's educational software company. Using a grant of an Apple II and $1000, the company was later incorporated as TLC where Ann served as Chairman of the Board and Lead
Designer, shaping the design of the company's first 16 products, including
Reader Rabbit and Rocky’s Boots. Under her leadership, TLC launched a
new category of software and became a leading national brand.
Ann has served as an advisor to education and technology leaders in
15 nations and consulted with Apple Computer, IBM, Northern Telecom,
and many other technology, publishing, research and telecommunications companies. She
served as Vice President of VPL, a virtual reality company and gave invited lectures at Stanford,
Harvard and the University of California, (5 campuses). She directed Nueva School’s Media
Lab, automating the library, helping children create their own virtual realities and interactive projects. She currently serves on the Boards of Synapse School, DynEd, an international ESL company, and Adelphi Technology, a neutron generator company
Ann has written textbook chapters and articles on childhood and computing. Articles about
her work have appeared in Fortune, Business Week, Time Magazine, Scientific American,
Psychology Today, the Times London, United Press International and in books such as Technology, Window to the Future, the Six Figure Woman, and Silicon Valley Fever. She has won many
awards, including the Parent's Choice Award, Best Software of the Year from Learning Magazine and Entrepreneur of the Decade from Junior Achievement. Ann earned an MA and doctorate in Education at the University of California at Berkeley, where she was invited to deliver the
100th Anniversary Commencement Address. She has for many years enjoyed tutoring children
attending King’s Mountain, Nueva and Synapse Schools.
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Kings Mountain now has a Slack workspace!
You might react to this news with, “What is Slack, what is a Slack workspace, and
why should I care?” This article tells you a bit about Slack and why you should care.
Slack is “a collaboration hub for work, no matter what work you do. It’s a place
where conversations happen, decisions are made, and information is always at your
fingertips. With Slack, your team is better connected.” (per their web site, slack.com).
And whereas it was designed for work, it seems to be quite useful for any organization,
including one like our community.
Basically, Slack is like the Kings Mountain Yahoo Group, but postings are in
“channels,” which are set up for different subjects, and each user can subscribe to one
or more channels as his/her interest dictates. So, for example, if we have a channel
PlayDates for people who want to set up play dates for their children, only those people
with children interested in setting up play dates would subscribe, and the rest of the
people don’t have to see each posting about this subject. It reduces information in which
you don’t have interest, focusing on only that information in which you do have interest.
It helps address the problems several people have mentioned to me about the Yahoo
group, that of too much irrelevant information.
Here’s how you use Slack: first, you send me (the moderator of the Kings Mountain
Slack workspace) an email (see below for email address), asking to join. I will do some
magic in Slack, and then you will get an email from Slack inviting you to join. Just set up
an account and join our workspace, and that’s it. You can either use Slack in a web
browser (Firefox, Safari, Edge, whatever) or download the Slack app and use it. The
app is a little more featureful, so I recommend going that route, but you can do either,
and change at any time. Note that Slack has apps for smartphones and tablets too, and
if you just log into each with the account information you set up, all devices will
synchronize.
Since I invited you into the Kings Mountain workspace, you will see all the channels
in our workspace. You can subscribe to one, two, all, none, whatever you want. And
later you can change your mind, unsubscribing to any channels you find not interesting,
or subscribing to any channels you might want to try. It’s very flexible. To post a
message you simply type it in (in the appropriate channel), that’s all there is to it! You
can set it up to alert you of new postings in your channels, via the Slack app, or via
email if you do not use the app or if it is not running.
The one downside I can see is that the Yahoo Group has over 600 members, all of
whom clearly do not want to join and use Slack. So if someone posts to Slack, some of
our residents won’t see the posting, and likewise if someone uses Slack and not the
Yahoo Group, the reverse can happen. I think what will happen over time is some folks
will gravitate to using only the Yahoo Group, others to using only Slack, and yet others
to using both. I think the consensus (from a Yahoo Group discussion on Slack) is that
we should just try Slack and see what happens. So that’s what we are doing.
Joe (“Rocky”) Rockmore, moderator for Yahoo Group and Slack
Email me at rockmore79@gmail.com
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Join us at the Community Center on Wednesday, April 3
for this year’s winner of the Best Picture Oscar,

GREEN BOOK
When Tony Lip (Vigo
Mortensen), a bouncer from an
Italian-American neighborhood
in the Bronx, is hired to drive
Dr. Don Shirley (Ali), a worldclass Black pianist, on a
concert tour from Manhattan to
the Deep South, they must rely
on “The Green Book” to guide
them to the few establishments
that were then safe for AfricanAmericans. Confronted with
racism, danger—as well as
unexpected humanity and
humor—they are forced to set
aside differences to survive and
thrive on the journey of a
lifetime.
In addition to the Best Picture
Oscar, Mahershala Ali also won
an Oscar for Best Supporting
Actor.
The fun begins at 7:00 pm
(snacks) – the film starts at
7:30 pm, at the Community
Center.
Dir. Peter Farrelly, 2018, 130 min. Rated PG-13.
The film series is sponsored by KMA. All movies screen at the Community
Center and are free. Please bring a snack or wine to share. (Some folks bring
their own portable chairs to sit on.) The movies are always fun!
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March 2019 School News
February was a stormy month at KMES as it was on the entire mountain. Principal Diane
Siegel decided that “arriving extra early to start the generator was one of the many unique and
magical adventures of Kings Mountain.” After a week without power, KMES turned off the generator on Friday, February 15th when PG&E restored electricity. The phones and internet were
still out and the Cabrillo maintenance team was busily fixing minor leaks, but it hardly mattered.
President’s Day vacation Week off began the next Monday. Principal Siegel’s weekly newsletter reported, “Our hearty community of staff and students continued learning through rain, hail,
snow and the hum of the generator.”
Semi lousy weather persisted when students returned to school on February 25th. Students and teachers powered through second trimester lessons while parents were getting
ready to host another fun KMES benefit on the mountain on Saturday. Teachers in many
classrooms reported completion of lesson books for various curriculum units prior to the trimester end on March 8th marking 123 days of the school year. The 2/3 class will be off to the symphony for a musical field trip that day.
Student progress assessments will be completed shortly in advance of student led parent/
teacher conferences scheduled March 11-15. While student leadership for these meetings
probably seems unorthodox to those of us whose elementary experience was a long time ago,
Principal Siegel provided information about why this protocol has been widely adopted in
schools today. Preparing for these meetings gives the student ownership of his learning, building independence and pride in his success. Students also learn to identify areas that need improvement.
As students move into the final trimester of the school year, class work preparing for two
favorite celebrations is going into full swing. March 28th will bring parents to class for the Student Author’s Celebration followed by the well-loved Music Celebration on April 11th... Student
writing in all genres will be on display and read aloud during the Author event. Parents beware!
2/3 students have already begun a unit on persuasive speech writing while 4/5 students are
studying how to construct and write persuasive opinion pieces. Learning to make persuasive
arguments is a critical skill, but one parents may want to brush up on as your students develop
it. Everyone welcomes the return of music to the curriculum for this final trimester. We expect
original and fun performance from every class will be on view at this year’s Music Celebration
The Echo gives a quick shout out to 5th
grader, Travis Larson, pictured here. In his
free time, Travis worked with noted educational software developer Ann McCormick
as she constructed a web site and teaching
materials about the giant old growth redwood off Skyline known as Methuselah. Ms.
McCormick has credited Travis for key
ideas, which substantially strengthened the
project. The web site is live now and teaching materials will be made available free to KMES in
the next few months.
On another note, Parents and Teachers are digesting news that this will be Superintendent Jane Yuster’s final year heading the Cabrillo district. A Coastside resident herself, Ms.
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Yuster is really retiring, not moving to a job with another district. A search committee for effective Superintendent candidates has been formed, hoping that a new leader can be selected
early enough to work with Ms. Yuster prior to her retirement in mid-July.
As the Echo reported last month, Ms. Yuster had been scheduled to meet with KMES parents and interested community members to answer questions about the bleak Cabrillo District
financial situation. Since she will no longer be heading the financial shortfall remedy effort, Ms.
Yuster cancelled the meeting at KMES. Cabrillo district Chief Business Officer Crystal Leach
will be leading that effort. Her meeting with KMES parents is set for March 15th. A budget deficit situation paper submitted by KMAP President Amber Stariha is in this issue. We urge all interested neighbors to read it and come to school March 15th for Q & A discussion with Ms.
Leach.
The underfunding of K-12 education seems to have reached a critical point in many local
peninsula districts, and indeed throughout California. To its’ credit, the Cabrillo District has
opened the budget balancing process up to the larger community. A committee reporting to
Ms. Leach has been selected from community applicants and charged with analyzing all
budget expense categories. The committee will recommend needed budget cuts they evaluate
as least damaging to the quality of education in district schools. KMAP President Amber
Stariha is among those chosen for this unenviable task. Still, we are fortunate that KMES will
have a seat at this very important table.
Jerry Hill, our district State Senator, invited his
constituents to “bring their ideas, questions and
concerns” to a meet-up in San Mateo on February
22nd. Your Editor, KMAP President Amber Stariha,
KMES Administrative Assistant, and parent leaders
from other Cabrillo District schools took him up on
the invitation. The meeting was packed, and Senator Hill called on virtually everyone, answering
questions quite directly where possible and promising follow up where certainty was not possible. Although there were folks in his audience concerned
about such things as pot holes and the cost of highspeed rail, the overwhelming concern of the entire
crowd was California State underfunding of Education. Our contingent was pleasantly surprised as articulate parents from Redwood City, Menlo Park,
Burlingame, San Carlos, Foster City and others
presented their case with facts, figures and passion
about saving their schools. By the time Mr. Hill
called on the first of the Cabrillo parents, he already
had our message, loud and clear.
An informal coalition of parents seems to be forming and sharing materials to put more effective public pressure on our State Legislature. It is simply not possible to cut our way into balanced budgets while maintaining a first-class education system in California. It is also a travesty that our state should rank 45th in the nation in spending per pupil on K-!2 education. Parents are hopeful that Governor Newsom’s budget will prioritize K-12 funding. His proposed
budget contains money for unfunded teacher retirement as well as for early childhood education. Let’s hope that Senator Hill and others will act upon the passionate request parents are
making and provide a bump up for K-12 education funding.
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Well, although the weather was not entirely cooperative, a Spring Time spirit infused the Mountain
Terrace for the KMES Spring Fling party on Saturday evening, March 2nd. The Thunderhug band was
rocking as servers passed delicious appetizers to an appreciative crowd. As always, the photo room set
up by the very generous Jan Lundberg was busy all evening. As you can see, the back drop, props and
Jan’s expertise for catching just the right pose made her photos a memorable take away gift to all who
ventured into her “studio.” Thank you, Jan, Thunderhug band, and Destination Systems Shuttle Service.
We have no word yet on proceeds from the auction, however we were happy to
see that the all school graphic of student art sold for $500. Mountain Resident parents,
Ali Sorensen & Kim Schroeder, helped create the composition of unique Peacock tail
feather paintings created by each student. As you can see from the photo here, it was
beautifully done and will surely be treasured for years by the generous buyer. The
foundation raised $590 towards it’s ongoing $4,000 Fund A Need Goal. The 2018-19
Fund A Need is focused on updating KMES Playground & Physical Ed equipment and
games. If folks who were unable to attend would still like to contribute, donations can
be made on KMAP’s website. http://kmap.us/

Thank you Jan Lundberg for the great photos!

On behalf of KMAP and all the Kings Mountain Families, students & staff we would like to express our
sincere thanks for the support of everyone who attended and contributed to this years’ Spring Fling. The
event was as always, festive and full of good cheer. We would especially like to thank the Mountain Terrace for their generosity in continuing to host this event. The vast community support for our little school is
truly awe inspiring.
With thanks, Amber Stariha, President - Kings Mountain Associated Parents
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Cabrillo Unified School District’s Budget Deficit:
What does it mean for KMES?
by Amber Stariha, President, KMAP
Important Basic Budget Facts:
★ CUSD is projected to have a $4.4 million dollar budget deficit by the 2020-21
school year.
★ California schools are NOT “Fully Funded” they currently receive funding at
2008 levels.
★ The current state funding model does not take into account variances in cost of
living throughout the state (on average it costs 47% more to live in San
Mateo County.)
★ We do not generate enough base tax revenue within CUSD to cover the
minimum state mandated annual per pupil spending (approximately
$10,000). We are supplemented by the state to reach this still underfunded
threshold.
★ On average CUSD spends approximately $2,000 less per student annually as
compared to other districts within San Mateo County.
As a result of the large, daunting deficit that CUSD is facing, conversations regarding
widespread cuts are being held throughout the district as they work to try and
overcome this financial challenge.

What are the Implications for KMES?
The all too familiar rumblings about possible school site closures are back at the
forefront and KMES will most certainly be on the list of potential cost saving cuts.

Please join us Friday March 15th at 7:50 am in the
Lion’s Den at KMES for a Financial Presentation given
by Crystal Leach, CUSD’s Chief Business Officer.
This is an opportunity for the community to learn first-hand where CUSD stands
financially, what if any, plans they’ve made to resolve the issue and how we can work to
preserve Kings Mountain Elementary School for future generations.
Editors Note: Crystal Leach,is CUSD Chief Business Official responsible for analyzing the District's financial
position and developing recommendations for long and short term management. She heads the Financial
Advisory Committee that will recommend needed cuts to address the CUSD projected budget shortfall.
She understands how important this meeting is to our community and looks forward to sharing
information and answering our questions. A show of community support beyond that of parents alone is
important. Please join me at school for this meeting on March 15th if you possibly can.
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March 2019
by
Marty Eisenberg

A Short History of the Toothpaste Tube: Toothpaste came along in the mid-1800’s. Colgate
Company began mass-producing its toothpaste in jars about 1873. At the age of 23, Lucius Sheffield (dentist & chemist in New London, Conn.) was the first to put his “Crème Dentifrice” (composed partly of chalk) into a tube in 1886. Notwithstanding descriptions of lead poisoning
going back to 2000 B.C. and efforts to limit human lead exposure dating back to the 16th century,
Sheffield’s tubes were made of a combination of tin and lead. Tubes of that combination of materials continued in popular use for many decades. Medical research during the 1960’s and 1970’s
concluded that there is no safe threshold for human lead exposure. That doomed those metal
toothpaste tubes which so conveniently rolled up and remained so, allowing the user to squeeze
every bit of product out of the tube. The era of plastic tubes for toothpaste, and just about every
medicinal cream, followed. Since plastic tubes won’t firmly roll up, getting product out of them once
they’re half empty thence became the consumer’s bane. However, there is a solution! There are
various tube squeezers that slide up a tube and also tube rollers that firmly squeeze and roll up the
tube. They generally cost $1 to $3 and work well. They’re readily available on retailing internet
sites.
Try and wrap your head around this! A Mumbai citizen recently sued his parents for having been
born! (How’s that for the proverbial “creating a lawsuit”?) The “child’s” legal theory is that if his parents really cared about him, he shouldn’t have been born because he was only born for their selfish
pleasure. This plaintiff is firmly a part of the anti-natalist movement that maintains life is so difficult
and painful that people should not reproduce. (Suing his parents probably isn’t going to make his
life any easier!) And, anti-natalists maintain, life is harmful to the environment too! (But what does
that matter if there were to be no life?) Anti-natalism raises a multitude of interesting questions. If
“consent to living” is paramount, then if people are brought into this world without consent, shouldn’t they be able to depart this world by their own consent, i.e. suicide? But suicide is nearly universally illegal. Dr. Mark Ellyne [Ph.D, Economics; John Hopkins Univ.), Professor of Economics at
Cape Town University, postulates in response to anti-natalism advocates “…that an individual’s redeeming value is adding more to society than subtracting. Thus, if we all produce even a small surplus during our lifetime, society is better off and that goes a long way toward compensating for our
births.” (I suppose that means I better keep writing these Monthly Musings!)
Our thirsty coastal redwoods: Coastal redwood forests are so dense that the amount of plant
matter (biomass) is reported to be three-plus times greater than in tropical rain-forests. An old coast
redwood comprises enough wood to make more than fifteen (15) three-bedroom homes! About half
their weight is water. According to a 1998 study published in Oecologia (a peer-reviewed journal focused on plant and animal ecology), to fuel their prodigious spring and summer growth, coastal
redwoods absorb (through their root system and “canopy roots” on high branches that serve as “fog
-water” absorbers) over 150 gallons of water daily. A portion of that water is transpired (“exhaled”)
through the photosynthesis process occurring in the trees’ needles that produces sugars for
growth.
______________________________________
“We have probed earth, excavated it, burned it, ripped things from it, buried things in it, chopped
down its forests, leveled its hills, muddied its waters and dirtied its air. That does not fit my definition of a good tenant. If we were here on a month-to-month basis, we would have been evicted long
ago.” (Hon. Rose Bird – former Chief Justice of the California Supreme Court; 2 Nov. 1936 – 4 Dec.
1999)
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March 2019 Kings Mountain Community Calendar

3:00 pm to 9:00 pm
KM CERT intro
Chili Cook-off

The Kings Mountain Echo is published monthly by the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc, a non-profit,
volunteer organization. The Editor is Eileen Fredrikson. All opinions are those of the commentator/writer and not
those of the publisher.
Echo submissions should be emailed to eileenfredrikson@comcast.net Please reference “the Echo” in the
subject line. The Echo deadline is the 26th of each month. The editor retains discretion to edit all submissions for
space and content.
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