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Hello Neighbors:
Well, although persistently dreary weather may have convinced you that spring
was simply “missing in action” on the mountain this year, summer is scheduled to arrive
on June 21st. We mention this, not because we expect a blaze of summer sunshine.
Rather, it is because June marks the return of some beloved traditions that sustain our
community.
• Our 5th grade students cap off their elementary school experience with a mountain to sea hike prior to graduation on June 13th.
• The Art Fair Committee chairs meet to finalize and coordinate plans to produce
another quality three day event that funds our safety, our school and essential
community center maintenance.
• The Garden Club kicks off its first learning event of the season.
• This Echo edition is filled with save the date opportunities for neighbors to
gather, have fun and do good for our community as well.
Please note all the flyers inviting your attendance and/or assistance. Call outs include
events through August. Sign up now for those needing RSVP counts and note the dates
on your calendars to attend others of interest.
The summer fire danger is officially upon us once more. Two enhancements to the
fire/disaster safety of our community are the biggest news this month. First, see the story
on page 17 that summarizes what we know so far about the Cal Fire fire suppression
project along Kings Mountain Road in Huddart Park. Designated the second highest fire
risk area in the state, the mitigation work is slated to begin this month. Second, the new
Kings Mountain Community Emergency Response Team (KM CERT) is up and running.
See the story on page 12 about the FEMA authorized
training completed by 30 of our neighbors. We congratulate this new team of trained back up volunteers, now
certified to assist our dedicated Kings Mountain Fire
Department in a time of crisis.
All in all, June seems to be a time of transition and
new beginnings. You will find that even our intrepid Echo
columnist is getting married on the first day of summer.
Stay well and stay engaged,
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist

CERT Course Graduate Andy Beyer

Susan Gail Frantz, 1946-2019
Susan Frantz, loving mother, devoted wife, and talented artist and designer, passed away on March
6th, 2019 at her home on King’s Mountain. Susan was born to parents Fred Barrett and Betty (McClure)
Barrett on February 11, 1946 in Oakland, California. Susan was Fred and Betty's only child. Her father,
Fred passed his quick wit and sense of humor along to his daughter. Betty instilled in Susan her grace,
kindness, compassion, and many of the other core values that made Susan the amazing woman and
mother we all know and love.
After Susan was born, the Barrett Family moved from Oakland to Ephrata, and then Spokane, Washington. She grew up
and spent her formative years in Spokane (She liked to tell stories about cruising the main drag in her daddy’s T-Bird, until he
took it away, just like The Beach Boys song). Her father, an
engineer, worked long hours in remote locations including Eastern Washington, Alaska, and Saudi Arabia, to support his family.
Her mother worked as a beautician and focused on raising
Susan. Susan graduated from North Central High School and
went on to attend Eastern Washington University. She worked
as an administrative assistant and beautician until moving to
Chicago in 1967, where she met her future husband, Richard
“Gene" Frantz. They both moved to California separately, but
soon decided that they wanted to spend their lives together in
California. Susan and Gene married on August 1st, 1970 in
Portola Valley.
Susan and Gene found and purchased their house at 12360
Skyline Boulevard in 1973, where they raised 2 children: Rhett
Barrett Frantz and Kirsten Johanna Frantz. They would spend
the next 45 years transforming their house into a craftsman
showpiece surrounded by a forest garden paradise. In 1985,
they purchased a cabin in Alpine Meadows near Lake Tahoe, California. The Frantz family spent summers hiking, swimming, and rafting and winters skiing at Alpine Meadows. In May of 2006, Susan’s
daughter Kirsten married Jeromy Brians. Together, Kirsten and her husband gave Susan her beloved
grandchildren, Wyatt Cooper and Cassidy Rose.
Susan’s life was rich with friends and experiences. She worked as a flight attendant for United
Airlines for 33 years. As a flight attendant, she travelled the world and made many lifelong friends,
including her closest friends, Lorraine Sallquist and Janie True. Together with her friends, she flew to
dozens of countries on 4 continents. She cherished and remembered fondly the experiences and friendships she gathered during her career.
Susan put her time, energy, and talents into the King’s Mountain community. She was a classroom
parent volunteer every year her children attended Kings Mountain Elementary School and was part of
the original team of parents who founded the Kings Mountain School Cookie Booth at Art Fair. Susan
was an original, founding Board of Directors member of the Kings Mountain Education Fund and served
on the Kings Mountain Association board for two terms. She volunteered at the King's Mountain Art Fair
in numerous capacities for over 30 years. Most recently, she became active in a King’s Mountain book
club and women’s group, where she made new friends and nurtured old relationships.
Susan’s welcoming nature, infectious smile, and brightly shining soul were immediately evident and
endeared her to anyone lucky enough to meet her. She was a gracious host and phenomenal cook. She
loved nothing more than to cook for and take care of her family and friends. Susan’s artistic talents
shone through in all aspects of her life. She was a better painter than she ever gave herself credit for.
She excelled in interior design, evident to anyone who set foot in her home. She loved gardening, playing cards, doing puzzles, reading books, traveling, hiking, skiing, and spending quality time with her
family and friends.
Susan is eternally loved and will be deeply missed by her family, friends, and all those fortunate
enough to know her.
A memorial and celebration of Susan’s life and legacy will take place at the King’s Mountain Community Center on Saturday, June 29th, 2019 at 1:00 pm. All friends are welcome.
In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation in Susan’s name or a plant for her beautiful home or
garden.

-2-

2019 Art Fair Kick Off
By Bev Abbott
It is June and our Kick-Off Meeting for the 56th
Kings Mountain Art Fair is this month. The next Echo
will include any updates and/or changes learned from
that meeting. In the meantime, I thought it would be
good to refresh your memory about who is chairing
what as we move into our planning. These folks are the management team who rely on
this community to step up and fill the many positions needed to produce a quality
show, year after year. In no particular order, here is the chair line up:
Marty Eisenberg and Betsy Rix continue their creative leadership of our Cook
Shack with the more recent addition of the energetic and innovative Ted Thayer.
Cindy Phelps does the all-essential job of getting the Cook Shack “staff” of volunteers.
Grounds is in the able hands of Larry Mann and Bill Allan.
Booth Sitting is now under the leadership of Amber Steele, and Sarah Carlson continues in her role. Jeanne Carlson has stepped into the role of Treasurer for our
Fair.
Beverages remains in solid hands with Dennis Ruby, Andrew Anker and Alan
Tubbs.
Cashiering continues efficiently under Paul Barulich.
Stacy McCarthy and Marlene Stern (with maybe a brief appearance by little
Daniel?) head the T-Info Center, combining T-Shirts and Information.
Carrie German is our able and essential Executive Assistant and our liaison to the
artists.
Sheena Mawson is Exhibitors and also handles Social Media as part of the Marketing team.
Thalea and David Torres continue with Artist Welcoming.
Pat Wurster is on our Registration Desk again this year.
Chris Ice is our IT/Communications guru – Chris and his team have made some
changes so our Wi-Fi will work even better.
Linda Hennessey and Ken McIntire are still willing to lead Zero Waste in spite of
changes in recycling due to China’s new policies.
Pat Mann will chair Kiddie Hollow again this year and make the children happy.
Patty O’Connell will continue as overall Volunteer Coordinator. Look for her at the
Summer Party.
Betty Johnson chairs our Grounds Beautification Committee.
Sandy Shapero chairs our Marketing team.
Nick Kromat and Hank Stern chair Shuttles and Traffic.
Kelly Sullivan chairs the Main Desk Team.
Bow Papapanos chairs our Mountain Artist section.
The KM Art Fair Board continues to be Marty Phelps, Chris Reynolds, Sheena
Mawson, Dawn Neisser Shannon Kromat (who is also our Social Chair and
Secretary) Katrin Gosling, and Bev Abbott as Executive Director.
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Mountain Artists
Application for Kings Mountain Art Fair
Labor Day Weekend
August 31 & September 1, 2, 2019
Admission Requirements and Fee
1. Must be a current Kings Mountain resident (geographical area by Kings Mountain
Volunteer Fire Brigade District) OR
2. A “childhood resident” of Kings Mountain as defined by:
a. His/her parents are currently Kings Mountain residents AND
b. He/she grew up on Kings Mountain AND he/she is either:
● A full time student (on actual dates of the Art Fair)
o Name of school ___________________________________________
o Proof of current student status. Photocopy of student Identification
card covering the period of the Art Fair must be attached to
application.
● A member of the Military or National Service.
o Branch of Service_________________________________________
o Proof of current Military or National Service. Photocopy of
identification card covering the period of the Art Fair must be
attached to the application.
3. Must be handmade goods, made by the Artist.
4. Must submit a $50.00 entry fee with this application. Make checks
payable to KINGS MOUNTAIN ART FAIR.
A 10% donation of your sales will be given to the Kings Mountain Community.
Date______________________
Name_______________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________
Telephone___________________
Email Address___________________________________
Website Address_________________________________
Type of Artwork/Media you are entering (new artists must submit photos with
application)__________________________________________________________
Price range of Art/Products__________________________________________________
Signature_____________________________
Submit your application and entry fee to:
Bow Papanos
13902 Skyline Blvd
Woodside, Ca, 94062

Application due date is July 1, 2019
Notification of Acceptance/Non Acceptance
will be mailed out by July 8, 2019
Any questions? email: mysticmoonbs@icloud.com
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2nd Call: Invitation to Kings Mountain Resident Artists
I am inviting you to apply for a booth in the Mountain Artists section of the 2019 Kings
Mountain Art Fair. If you are a new resident or long-time mountain folk, I encourage you
to apply. All applicants must meet the requirements for Kings Mountain residency to
exhibit. The exclusivity of this section is based on the traditions of the fair itself and adds
to the uniqueness of our event. It also shows off local talent to all our patron’s and
community for everyone to enjoy. I am not accepting applications for food products to be
sold in this section. All foods are handled through the Cook Shack and must comply with
the San Mateo County Environmental Health Department regulations, inspections and
licensing fees.
The Kings Mountain Art Fair is rated as one of the top three art Fairs in California.
Please consider becoming a part such an extraordinary event with an amazing group of
other talented resident artists. Complete the application in this Echo to join us.
Bow Papanos (Artist)
Mountain Artists Chairman/Coordinator

Art Fair 2019 Planning Continues
Artist Hosting
The Art Fair is gathering speed! One of the much appreciated amenities that we offer
to our artists from all over the country (and Canada) is local housing. We are seeking
neighbors interested in joining our group who open their homes to the artists Labor Day
Week end. Their needs vary from parking for a fully self-contained RV, space to park a
van or pitch a tent with access to a bathroom, to an actual room in your home.
Remuneration is between you and the artist. Let me know if you are interested and what
you have to offer. It really is a delight to be able to get to know these talented people
better.
Carrie German, KMAF Admin. Assist.
carrieg2@aol.com; 650 851-4198

2nd Call: Looking for Google/Facebook Credits for Art Fair Promotion
We are starting to plan our social media campaign for the 2019 Art Fair. We try to
promote the fair in the most effective and cost-efficient manner.
One of the ways we do that is to use credits that Google and Facebook grant to their
employees. Both companies have a program that allows an employee to grant free
advertising to their choice of non-profits. Last year, Liz Gannes, Kate Rouch, and another
Google KM employee donated their credits, which allowed us to reach an audience that
we had not reached before and at no cost to the Fair. It is a very generous gift.
Our request is this: If you, a family member or a friend is an employee of Google or
Facebook, please consider asking them if they would be willing to donate their August
and September credits to the Art Fair. Many employees are not aware of the program but
Sheena can assist them in how to do it. We promise to make it as easy as possible to
help us out. Thanks in advance!
Sheena Mawson and Sandy Shapero
smmawson@gmail.com, sandy@toofar.net
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on May 14, 2019
ATTENDANCE: Jon Fredrikson, Anna Roesch-Tubbs, Tim Naylor, Julia Simmons, Jim Sullivan, Ted
Thayer, Kim Ohlund, Frank Adams, Hank Stern, Kathy Shubin, Tim German, and John Curcio.
Board President Jon Fredrikson called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:30 pm.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: The Board approved the minutes of the prior meeting of April 9, 2019.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Anna Roesch-Tubbs gave the Board an update on the new bank account for
CERT related expenses. Anna transferred Art Fair grant funds from popcorn sales in the amount of
$5,000 into the account.
Anna then provided the current tally of KMVFB membership: 123 members; 5 lifetime members; and
35 current and past firefighters; total, 163 households.
Anna informed the Board that 2018 income tax returns have been submitted. Also, year to date
KMVFB revenues are ahead of expectations and expenses lower than budgeted.
BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin reported the following uses of the
Community Center in April 2019:
Exercise/Dance Classes

18

Monthly Community Board Meetings

3

KMVFB Training & Maintenance

6

Community Events/Parties

4

Private Events/Parties

0

TOTAL USES FOR THE MONTH

31

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the April 2019 report:
Medical aid

6

Vehicle accident

5

Public assist

9

Firefighter standby

1

Vehicle fire

0

Smoke check

4

Structure fire

0

Vegetation fire

0

Hazardous materials

0

Rescue

1

Cover assignment

0

Alarm sounding

1

Water tender group response

0

Trash fire

0

TOTAL # RESPONSES FOR THE
MONTH

27

AVERAGE # OF RESPONDERS

Number of incidents with no
Volunteer response:

4

3.2

OLD BUSINESS:
Fire Truck Chassis Inspection: Chief Sullivan reported on the status of the new fire truck. He explained
that the cab was inspected and approved by the KMFD and the down payment was made.
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The new chassis is slightly taller than expected and the body design plans are being modified
accordingly before the body construction begins.
Sale of 1998 Freightliner Pumper: Continued to future meeting.
Kings Mountain CERT Plans: Kim Ohlund briefed the Board on the status of Kings Mountain CERT
trainings. The first CERT training on April 20 was attended by 30 trainees and the second on April 27 by
31 trainees. The May 25 training will have a speaker that participated in the response to the Paradise
Fire. Kim explained that the final training for this session will wrap-up on June 1st.
KMFD Arrangements with San Mateo County Office of Emergency Services (OES): Jon Fredrikson
and Chief Sullivan briefed the Board that in the event of an emergency, CERT will be activated by the
KMFD.
Property Clean Up: Julia Simmons and Chief Sullivan reported that arrangements have been made for
CAL FIRE work crews to create a shaded fuel break 50 feet from the community center grounds in early
June.
KMVFB Yahoo/Slack Groups: Jon Fredrikson reported that the KMVFB Slack Group is up and running.
Google groups may be used in the future for file sharing and storage.
VFIS Insurance Policy Renewal: Jon Fredrikson informed the Board that the insurance policy was
renewed including coverage for the new truck to be operational later this year. The Board also discussed
increasing excess liability coverage; the increase was approved unanimously by the Board.
CERT Insurance Coverage: Kim Ohlund briefed the Board on insurance for CERT volunteers. The
California State Compensation Insurance Fund only covers volunteers activated by KMFD during an
emergency, and under strict conditions. Additional supplemental insurance is available to cover
volunteers performing CERT related duties (e.g., training) when not activated by KMFD and in other
circumstances. The Board will explore this insurance for CERT and similar coverage for KMFD
volunteers. The matter was tabled until the next board meeting.
Community Center Event Contract Revision: Continued to future meeting.
Community Center Exit Steps: Tim German briefed the Board on several options for marking the deck
and concrete steps at the community center to increase visibility.
NEW BUSINESS:
Community Center Roof Repair: The Board recognized the outstanding efforts of Tim German and Jeff
Brown who cleaned the roof of the community center and repaired a leak. Many thanks to both Tim and
Jeff for keeping us dry!
Fire House Radio Room Security: Frank Adams briefed the Board on security for the radio room. The
item will be scheduled for further Board discussion at the next meeting.
Annual Meeting in June: The Board discussed preparations for the annual meeting in June where all
members of the KMVFB are invited to attend. The Board also discussed preparations for the annual
election of officers in July.
MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:55 pm.
NEXT MEETING: June 13, 2019 at 7:30 pm
Respectfully submitted,
Ted Thayer, Secretary
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KMA Mountain Association Board Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, May 8, 2019
Board Members Present: Cindy Oldham, Cindy Phelps, Eric Soult, Jenn Soult, Marlene Stern,
Amber Steele Regrets: Betsy Rix, Holly Winnen. Guest Present: Eileen Fredrikson
Call to order: The meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m.
Treasurers Report: Eric is working on the budget for next year for each KMA event
No Public Notices, No Walk-Ins
With their terms expiring, KMA Board Officers Betsy Rix and Eric Soult were reelected at the KMA
annual dinner meeting without opposition. Eric moved that the current board officers remain in their
positions. Marlene seconded and all approved. The current KMA Board is as follows: President,
Jenn Soult, Vice President, Cindy Oldham, Treasurer, Eric Soult, Secretary, Betsy Rix
Old Business:
• KMA Speaker Series: The Puma talk is scheduled for May 23rd with 7:00 pm arrivals and snacks
and the talk at 7:30. Set up will be at 6:30 pm. The Ohlone Indian Talk is scheduled for July
18th with 7:00 pm snacks, and a 7:30 talk. A projector & screen are needed for both talks.
The Board will seek out Tim German or Jack Rix for set up help.
• Annual Dinner: It was wonderful event and many compliments were received. Thanks to Betsy
and the entire Board, and Catering by Austen. The food was outstanding.
• Blood Drive: 8 people signed up and 15 are needed. Breakfast will be provided, Date TB
• Ferrell Gas: The Company has agreed to offer the same discount as they do to South Skyline.
New Business:
• New movie titles are needed for the Wednesday Movie Night.
• Discussion was held as to how to better align calendars of events with KMES. Jenn will work with
the parents group.
• Jenn and Eric will do a beverage inventory for future events
• New speaker program suggestions: Margot Knight, executive director of Djerassi
• Discussion was held about hosting "Speaker Series from your Backyard" and to ask community
members to make suggestions via the KMA email address.
• Stillheart is now Skylonda Lodge owned by Canyon Ranch and should be open summer 2019.
Discussion was held about asking an executive to speak and/or summer pass for the
community.
• The Board was informed that new rules for state ADUs (additional dwelling unit) to help with
housing have been implemented by the county. The Board will look into seeking a speaker to
inform the community of these change
Education Opportunity Suggestions: Garden Club Class, Yerba Buena Nursery
Upcoming Events:
The Summer BBQ is being planned. The Board would like to ask all Kings Mountain clubs and
groups to provide information at the event so it will be like an open house. We will reach out to the
garden club, CERT, KMAF sign ups, KMES, Book Clubs or even new clubs that want to start.
The event will be held on July 14th at noon. KMA will provide food, beverages and entertainment!
Please email cindy_oldham@yahoo.com if your club or group would like to participate.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:19 pm. The next KMA Board meeting is on Wednesday, June 12 at
7 p.m. and all community members are welcome to attend.
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The Scoop on Mountain Lions in the Bay Area
A big crowd came out on May 23rd to hear a “Living with Mountain Lions” presentation by the
Felidae Conservation Fund. This KMA Speaker Series event was intended to bring some clarity about
the presumed dangers neighbors often feel about sharing our forested spaces with the big, wild cats frequently sited on Kings Mountain and surrounding towns. We were rewarded with enormous expertise
from our guests Executive Director, Virginia Thomson and President, Zara McDonald of the Felidae
Conservation Fund. They offered a plethora of solid information and recommendations about making our
shared environment safer for everyone.
Our speaker began with background about the Felidae Conservation Fund itself. Founded in 2006,
the group has worked all over the world doing research and habitat conservation programs involving all
36 wild Felidae species. (Felidae is the scientific name for Cat family). Wild cats are consummate predators, and in most landscapes, all cats are apex predators, which means their presence is critical for
maintaining balanced, healthy ecosystems. As many of the world’s natural landscapes are in peril,
animal and plant species are becoming extinct at rates faster than historic norms. All 36 species of the
wild cats are threatened and in decline due to human encroachment.
The Felidae program most directly affecting Kings
Mountain is the Bay Area Puma Project. Puma Concolor is the scientific name of the Mountain Lions inhabiting the Peninsula. Pumas are the last remaining
“apex” predator in California. As such, they are vitally
important to the ecological balance of our region. Pumas were hunted and severely diminished during the
1970’s and 80’s. Prop. 117 in 1990 ended sport hunting
in California. It was later amended to allow killing to
protect endangered livestock. Further amendments authorized humane mountain lion research and required
nonlethal measures to resolve public safety situation
when a lion is not acting aggressively. Felidae research puts the total of lions killed in California annually
at 120. The recent total in San Mateo County was 10 to 12.
Pumas eat only meat, and primarily deer. As the keystone species on Kings Mountain, Pumas control deer and other prey populations, thus regulating balance in the food chain. Without Pumas, deer
would over-graze our landscaping as well as the natural Kings Mountain environment. A boom in the
deer populations would inevitably end up causing more car-deer collisions on our roads making driving
more dangerous. Although it is natural for humans to fear the big cats, our speaker offered some comforting advice. 1) There are not as many Pumas out there as you think. Sightings reported are often Bob
Cats, not Puma. You can easily distinguish the Puma by the length of their tail, which makes up about
40% of their length. (Bobcats have a short stub tail). 2) Pumas are territorial animals ranging about 150
square miles. The male marks his territory and only one male is allowed in a territory. Juvenile males
born in a territory are forced to disperse when they reach a certain maturity. 3) The Puma lifespan is
only 6 to 15 years. 4) Pumas hunt their prey in a stalk, sprint and ambush mode. If you see one sauntering through your property, they are not hunting.
Generally speaking, Pumas are more afraid of humans than we should be of them. However, Kings
Mountain homeowners were offered this advice:
• Trim vegetation surrounding your home
• Remove Plants that attract deer and raccoons especially
• Do not feed deer or attract other wildlife
• Do not leave pets or pet food out at night
• Fence and keep livestock contained
• Never run if you encounter a Puma. Look him in the eye, stand tall
• Avoid hiking between dawn & dusk
This informative program wrapped up with a chance for mountain residents to consider participating
in a Mountain Lion habitat mapping program. Felidae is completing one on a grid of homes in La Honda
this month. All homes were outfitted with mobile cameras that track wild life activity in the carefully situated environment. Tracking data are used by USGS, Park & Rec departments, Cal Trans and many
other agencies and non-profit conservation agencies. KMA will be notified when Felidae is ready to
expand the tracking grid. Cameras are typically paid for by homeowners. Once all facts are known, KMA
will co-ordinate information to gauge the level of community interest.
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Additional Propane Provider Offers Special Pricing to KMA Members
Hello KMA Members,
We updated you late last year to note we had gained an agreement with KAMPS on a
discounted propane price for all current KMA members. We are excited to update you
today to add Ferrell Gas as our second propane provider for KMA members. We have
detailed those discounts below:
Kamps Propane - KMA members mark-up is $0.850 over laid-in cost to Kamps Propane from Bay Area Refinery Pricing. Mark-up will stay in effect for three (3) years (agreement signed by the board effective Oct 1, 2018). For the most up to date pricing
for KMA members and/or if you would like to switch your propane service
over to Kamps, please contact KAMPS at (510) 471-7279.
Ferrellgas Propane- KMA members will be offered prices identical to the South Skyline group. That price can be found at http://southskyline.org/spug/. The agreement will
stay in effect for three (3) years - (agreement signed by the board effective May 24,
2019). For the most up to date pricing for KMA members and/or if you would like to
switch your propane service over Ferrell Gas, please contact Ferrell Gas at 831-2276567.
In community, Your KMA Board
The KMA (Kings Mountain Association) now has an updated email address:
kma@kingsmountainonline.com. We’d love to hear from you.
The KMA exists to enhance and benefit our community. Guests are welcome to the
board meetings, which are generally on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00
pm at the Community Center. We encourage residents to bring topic ideas and speakers to our attention.

Kings Mountain Garden Club Tour Saturday Morning, June 9th
Garden Club President Jean Farmwald will lead this tour of a somewhat sprawling family property of about 5 acres. You will view and learn about an intriguing mix of California native (and some not native) plants along with lots of rock formations in the beautiful landscaping. This property gets a fair amount of sun with the fog when it's here!
Tour participants will meet at the KMCC at 9:45 am and carpool from there to the property at 12475 Skyline Blvd. Everyone interested in learning about working with this type
of microclimate and elevations is welcome and encouraged to attend and to join Garden club.
Kings Mountain Garden Club Membership Application/Renewal
Name(s) _________________________________________
Address___________________________________________
City____________________ State ________________ Zip ______________
Phone____________________________ Email ___________________________
Send this application and a check for $10.00 to:

Kings Mountain Garden Club
Attn. Betty Johnson, Treasurer, 12200 Skyline Blvd., Woodside CA 94062

-10-

KMA Speaker Series Presents

Mark Hylkema
Santa Cruz District Archaeologist for California State Parks

The Prehistory of the Ohlone Indians
of the San Francisco Peninsula
In 1769, when the first Spanish expedition reached the San Francisco Bay area,
they encountered numerous tribal communities that lived in a bountiful landscape.
Over a period of 10,000 years, tribal communities had adapted to several major environmental transitions and archaeological research has found that the tribes spread
along the coast developed an early focus on marine resources, while neighboring
tribes of the Santa Clara Valley and San Francisco Bay shore eventually transformed
into more complex levels of
social organization. This discussion will provide an outline of the archaeological record and provide insights
into the native life way of
our Skyline neighborhoods,
and we will reflect on what it
was like not too many years
ago when grizzly bears and
the Ohlone people dwelled
here.
About The Speaker: Mark Hylkema is the Santa Cruz District
Archaeologist for California State Parks, and manages cultural
resources within 32 parks in an area ranging from San Francisco to
the Pajaro River. He was formerly a Caltrans District Archaeologist
and managed archaeological resources within the nine Bay Area
counties. Mark also works on many other projects throughout the
state and has 37 years’ experience in California archaeology with an
emphasis on Native American culture. Mark has spent considerable
time among various tribal communities, particularly in Central and
Northern California. He did his graduate research on the archaeology of the San Mateo and Santa Cruz County coast and has directed excavations throughout the greater San Francisco and Monterey Bay areas. He works full time as the Santa Cruz
District Archaeologist for California State Parks, and is an adjunct faculty member at Foothill
College in Los Altos Hills.

Thursday, July 18, 2019
7:00 pm, Mix & Mingle. Program Begins at 7:30 pm.
Kings Mountain Community Center
Admission is Free
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Thirty Kings Mountain Residents Complete CERT Basic Training
After about 28 hours of classroom and hands-on training, 30 people completed CERT
training on Saturday, June 1. The new Kings Mountain Community Emergency Response
Team will assist the KM Fire Department if we are confronted with an extreme emergency
and first responders are not immediately available to help, or are too few in number to deal
with the complete scope of the crisis.
Participants were trained in emergency preparedness, search and rescue, fire safety,
and disaster medical operations.
The entire course was taught by dedicated La Honda and South Skyline CERT trainers.
Our community owes a major debt of gratitude to the La Honda Fire Chief Ari Delay and his
entire team, who dedicated countless hours of effort to training the class.
This is a list of all the people who completed CERT training, in alphabetical order: Frank
Adams, Nick Alafouzos, Bill Allan, Bev Anderson, Andy Beyer, Aurelien Bouvier, Vi Croop,
Eileen Fredrikson, Jon Fredrikson, Bill Goebner,
Barb Heydorn, Hiep Ho, Xuan Ho, Lieven Leroy,
Jan Lundberg, Larry Mann, Jiji Mellon, Chris Norling, Kim Ohlund, Monica Resendiz (Pescadero),
Chris Reynolds, Bill Rosenberg, Dennis Ruby, Bill
Ruehl, Patrick Ruehl, Linda Sanders, Eric Soult,
Jenn Soult, Judith Van Stratos, and Kim Ward. A
few neighbors could not attend Saturday class
schedules and have attended training in other communities. Others are already CERT qualified. When
these folks are added, the full KM CERT Team
should total about 35 people or more.
Kings Mountain residents who participated in the course found it to be a great, fun,
rewarding experience. They met new neighbors, learned important new skills, and found out
how to prepare their own households for emergencies. Pictures from the last two training
sessions show the scope and diversity of CERT training. On the final day, there was a simulated earthquake disaster drill in the cook shack and community center, as shown on these
pages. Local students, scouts and residents posed as disaster victims for the realistic drill
that completed the course.
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KM Community CPR Class
Saturday, August 10, 2019 9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Kings Mountain Community Center, 13889 Skyline Blvd., Woodside CA 94062

This CPR class is offered by the Kings Mountain Fire Brigade and is open to
everyone in the community. This is a fully certified American Heart Association
“Heartsaver” class, but the class size is limited to 18 students.
The class covers adult, child and infant CPR and
choking treatment, plus use of an “AED” – Automated
External Defibrillator. Participants will receive an American Heart Association CPR card good for two years. The
cost of the class is $35.00, which includes a student workbook and a CPR card. (American Heart charges $17.00
per card issued.) You can pay by check or cash. Payment
is due on the day of the class.
This is a fun class with lots
of hands-on practice. Be
prepared for some serious
exercise. There are also
some class-related entertainment and stories.

There is a skills test, but no
written test.
Please email Steve Johnson
at sfjohns@pacbell.net to sign
up for the class or for more information. You can also call me
on 851-8447. Space is limited,
so sign up now!
Steve Johnson
Kings Mountain Volunteer
Fire Brigade CPR Instructor
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Join us at the Community Center for another KMA

on Wednesday, July 3 at 7:00 pm (snacks) - film starts at 7:30 pm.
This month’s Kings Mountain Movie Night offering is sure to appeal to
all ages –

INSIDE OUT

Emotions run wild in the mind of a young girl who is uprooted from her peaceful
life in the Midwest and forced to move to San Francisco. Joy, Fear, Anger,
Disgust and Sadness each have their own ideas about how she should handle
her new surroundings. Featuring the voices of: Mindy Kaling, Amy Poehler,
Phyllis Smith, Bill Hader and Lewis Black.
Dirs. Pete Docter, Ronnie del Carmen, 2015, 102 min., Rated PG.
“Beautifully animated, clever, funny and emotionally moving.” – Teresa Smith,
Independent Onine.
The movie has a 98% rating from Rotten Tomatoes.
The fun (i.e., snacks!) starts at 7:00 pm; the film screens at 7:30 pm.
The film series is sponsored by KMA. All movies screen at the KM Community
Center and are free. Feel free to bring a snack or wine to share. (Some folks
bring their own portable chairs to sit on.) They are always fun!
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Celebrate Summer Under The Redwoods!

Kma Summer BBQ
Sunday, July 14th - 12 Noon
Community Center Cook Shack

All Kings Mountain clubs and groups are invited to set up a table to show
all that Kings Mountain has to offer!
(Email Cindy_Oldham@Yahoo.Com if your club would like to participate)
KMA Will Provide the Beverages, BBQ, Sides and Dessert
Sponsored by the Kings Mountain Association
Free for KMA Members - Guests Only $5 Each
Sign Up For Art Fair Shifts!
Entertainment Time with Friends and Family
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Kings Mountain Road Emergency Shaded Fuel Break Project
The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (Cal Fire) is planning to begin a
major fire suppression project along Kings Mountain Road in and near Huddart Park in June.
The 70-acre project will begin near the intersection of Kings Mountain Road and Highway 35,
and continue down to Woodside. The following detailed, descriptive information has been
gleaned from documents prepared by the California Natural Resources Agency.
To fulfill Governor Newsom’s Executive Order N-05-19 issued on January 9, 2019, CAL
FIRE released a report, called the Community Wildfire Prevention and Mitigation Report. This
report delivered recommendations to reduce public safety hazards associated with catastrophic wildfire and specifically prioritized 35 projects in California’s most wildfire-vulnerable communities. Clearing vegetation from the side of Kings Mountain Road in Woodside above Huddart Park was ranked as the second most important project in the entire state.
The King’s Mountain Road Emergency Shaded
Fuel Break is a 70-acre fuel reduction project along
Kings Mountain Road. This project is urgently
needed to provide citizens with an escape route and
allow access for fire response in steep and rugged
terrain. This emergency project will reduce the volume of dead trees and brush that until now has
been overwhelming. Immediate implementation of
this project is necessary to protect the town of
Woodside and its surrounding communities, ensure
safe escape routes along highway 35 and 84, and
protect electric transmission lines. There are hundreds of rural homes either adjacent or upslope
from this park. Additionally, there are major electric transmission lines crossing this road or upslope from this project.
The Kings Mountain Road area has been heavily impacted by the significant spread of the
sudden oak death tree disease in the Bay Area. High numbers of dead oaks and tanoaks and
densely stocked redwoods with a heavy brush component impact this main evacuation route
for Woodside and the Highway 35 corridor.
The specific location was chosen based on an evaluation of the topography, fuel loading,
and proximity to the protected communities. Additional consideration included locating the project in an area that helps address ignition sources and fire spread. This project is critical
because the fuel loading along the road is excessive. Large diameter, dead standing tanoak
will certainly compromise the road when an emergency occurs. Switch-backs are densely
populated with manzanita and dead brush on a steep grade. The brush completely overtops
the road in many places. In its current condition, King’s Mountain Road would not be usable or
defensible in the event of a wildfire.
This project will create a Shaded Fuel Break, 100 feet to 200 feet wide in a Redwood –
Douglas-fir forest and oak woodland with manzanita under the trees. Treatments include using
chippers or masticators to reduce brush density, large dead and dying tree removal, creating
burn piles and brush crushing with heavy equipment. Crews will use chainsaws in some of the
Redwood - Douglas-fir and the oak woodland types to reduce the ladder fuels and brush, and
to remove an occasional dead or dying large tree.
Live trees under 10 inches in diameter will be thinned to increase spacing and reduce competition. Trees over 10 inches in diameter will be retained and pruned to a height of 4-6 feet,
unless it presents a hazard, is diseased, otherwise unhealthy, or identified specifically by the
Registered Professional Forester (RPF), San Mateo County Arborist or designee. Brush
patches will be reduced in size and continuity and pulled away from trees. Dead brush will be
removed. Any large dead tree that can fall on the road will be removed.
The project is expected to take about two months to complete.
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June 2019 School News
IMPRESSIVE! That’s what your editor has to say about the students, teachers and
caliber of work on display May 23rd at the KMES Math and Science Open House/Ice
Cream social. Parents, grandparents and friends braved the dreary evening fog and
were amply rewarded with huge displays of student work covering all the walls of the
Lion’s Den and an even more in-depth look at their students’ work in every classroom.
Principal Diane Siegel welcomed everyone with a brief overview of the 2018-2019
year, saying she was exceptionally proud of student accomplishments in every class.
State mandated testing of 3, 4 and 5 students was completed the previous week, finishing on time within the allotted two week time frame. Students were well-prepared
and appeared to work confidently without stress, she noted.
The entire school of well-behaved but obviously excited
students sat on the floor in front of her podium during the
opening ceremony. In true Kings Mountain style, Ms. Siegel
made a tribute to Kings Mountain parents who gave so
freely of their time to sustain the terrific classroom enrichment programs all year. The Art in Action program is one
that has especially impressed the Echo on every school
visit. However, the large and absolutely stunning Puma
painting on display as you entered the Lion’s Den that evening was simply amazing. Created by the 4-5 students, the
painting was both a learning experience and a lasting tribute
to their school. The Puma is not only the school mascot, but
also was the subject of an in-depth science module taught
by the Bay Area Puma Project scientists and conservation specialists. Following a one
on one instruction in painting, the 4/5 class collaboratively combined acrylic and collage techniques to create
the beautiful painting. Student pride was obvious as
many gathered around the painting to explain about it to
parents and other visitors.
Excitement ran high in every classroom as students
showed their work and explained the lessons they represented to their parents. Math and Science covering the
year’s curriculum were the main attractions. The science
fair-like set up in the 4/5 classroom was particularly impressive. The subjects on display covered a wide spectrum of science, reflecting differing interests of KMES students. 5th
grader, Travis Larson had the Methuselah Tree
web site running on a laptop in front of his display
board illustration that explained the whole project.
After serving as the assistant director on that
website’s development team, Travis probably understands more forestry than most adults on the
mountain.
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Excellent results from the
“Peoplogia” were also captivating in
every classroom. Peoplogia can be described as a blend of culture, life science and craft. Works on display demonstrated the Shibori technique from Japan. Students made resist dyed cotton
cloth. The variations were mesmerizing,
with especially interesting work from the
K/1 students.
Following the long weekend break for Memorial Day Weekend, the KMES community learned that Principal Diane Siegal had resigned. What can the Echo say about a
person whose mantra on every weekly newsletter signed off with a quote from Margaret Mead, saying: “An ideal culture is one that makes a place for every human gift.” Ms.
Siegal’s leadership displayed the same compassion and determination implied by her
signature quotation. In a letter to the KMES community, Ms Siegel said that her “six
years at our school had been a fulfilling and rewarding gift,” stating it was a privilege
and pleasure to work with our students, their families and this community. Diane will
leave with the graduation of the class she came in with six years ago.
Following her resignation and working closely with our teachers and the district, Ms.
Siegel worked quickly to dispel any transition worries about the on-going educational
goals of KMES. Jason Owens, the Cabrillo District Director of Pupil and Personnel Services came to school to announce that KMES has been funded for its’ normal three
teachers and 3 classrooms structure during the upcoming 2019-2020 school year. The
only change will be that the K/1 teacher, Debbie Silveria, will also serve as the oncampus Site Leader. Ms. Debbie, who holds an administrative credential, will receive
regular support visits from Mr. Owen who will represent KMES at District management
meetings. There will no longer be a full time Principal at school unless a boom in enrollment makes the position necessary once more.
This is exactly the same structure under which KMES operated for years, including
when your Echo Editor’s children were in school and when KMES was awarded Distinguished School honors. Perhaps that is why the most current KMES Weekly Newsletter sported a front page icon reading “Keep Calm and Finish Strong.”
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Please join us for some or all of the 8-3:30 timeframe. If you need to arrive later or
depart early, please include that in your signup comment. The KMES Parent
Cookie team welcomes any and all assistance from supportive (and valued)
Mountain neighbors.
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Town Hall Discussion about Securing a Strong Future
for Kings Mountain Elementary School
Monday, June 17th, at 6:30 pm
Kings Mountain Community Center
You are invited to join us, Maria Polonchek and Emily Phelps, for an open
discussion on the challenges facing Kings Mountain Elementary School and what we
can do to help our school reflect the best of Kings Mountain.
Statement from Emily Phelps (KMES 1994-1999)
Kings Mountain Elementary School is a small community school in every sense: it’s
a small school in a small community. And it has thrived for a long time, through many
challenges, as a wonderful school that alumni want to return to with their children. Yet it
can’t shake whisperings every few years that the district might shut it down.
CUSD is facing a well-known budget deficit and the same low enrollment rates
being felt across the Bay Area: we’re seeing student population decline throughout San
Mateo County and right here at KMES.
At KMES specifically, not only is the district’s enrollment low, but the mountain
student population is the lowest it’s been. The student ratio of mountain to coastal has
gone from 2:1 when I was there in 1999, 1:1 in 2003, 1:2 in 2014, to 1:3 currently.
CUSD promises that KMES will remain open for another year. But I want to know
what will keep the school open beyond year-to-year. Someday I want my kids to go to
school where I did. I want them to have childhood experiences on the mountain like
mine.
We’re interested in looking at what will make it a school all mountain parents want
their kids to attend. We want a school that's not an afterthought or on the “chopping
block” by the district and larger community.
Like many of you, we have a lot of ideas about why enrollment is down among
mountain families and what bright possibilities exist for the school. But this is a
community school and we believe this means all of the thoughts, ideas, and concerns
need to be shared and discussed as a community.
We know that discussions about the school can get emotional and political. This is
why we’re hosting a town hall, with a neutral moderator, independent of any formal
organizations. We are two Kings Mountain community members who want mountain
children and families and our Coastside children and families to experience the best this
community school can offer.

Editors’ Note: Maria Polonchek messaged that she and Emily are honored that KMA
agreed to host their "Town Hall.” However, the event was entirely conceived and will be
managed by Maria and Emily. Neither the Cabrillo District, KMAP, KMES Site Council
nor the KMA participated in the planning or agenda.
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June 2019
by
Marty Eisenberg

Sooner or Later: May of this year was the 157th anniversary of The Homestead Act –
legislation enacted by the United States Congress in 1862 and signed into law by
President Lincoln. It enabled citizens, including freed slaves, to acquire ownership of
160 acres of land from the U.S. government (including its western territories) by occupying it, erecting a dwelling house upon it and cultivating a portion of it. Reportedly,
some 10% of what is now the continental U.S. was occupied and claimed in this manner. In 1871, the Indian Appropriations Act declared the United States would not recognize Indian rights to any territory and essentially rendered much of the American Indian
population wards of the United States. Indian tribes were granted some lands for exclusive indigenous use together with payments in exchange for “ceding” territory to the
United States. By this means, much arable mid-continent land became available to
homesteading claims. (American Indians were moved to less desirable lands. As an
example, the Osage Indians were assigned arid, inhospitable lands in Oklahoma. The
“oil boom” early in the 20th century resulted in these lands having tremendous value.
(The 2017 book Killers of the Flower Moon [authored by historian David Grann] offers a
gripping glimpse of how portions of the American Indian population continued to be
economically mistreated by state and federal laws. It is also an absorbing account of
the birth of the FBI as federal agents sought to curtail injustices imposed upon Indian
populations by state and local law enforcement.) In 1889, President Cleveland signed
the Indian Appropriations Act opening much “unassigned lands”, including arable portions of Oklahoma, to homesteading. Homesteaders lined up to race into these lands
and stake their claims the day they opened to homesteading. Especially “enterprising”
citizens snuck onto desirable tracts before official openings in order to (unlawfully)
stake homestead claims. These “early-birds” came to be known as “Sooners”. And that
is the derivation of the nickname of the University of Oklahoma football team and how
Oklahoma came to be known as “The Sooner State”.
Speaking of Sooner or Later…… Darcie finally said “yes”!! Darcie & Marty are getting
married June 21. The fun turns imperishable…….
Watch Repair: There is a terrific little watch repair kiosk in the Rite Aid store on Concar Drive in San Mateo – just off Delaware Street at Highway 92 – Fong’s Watch Repair. Mr. Fong is there daily (except Sundays) from 11:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Many
things (like changing a battery) he does immediately -- while you’re there. He’s been in
business at this location for decades. And his charges are reflective of his small,
friendly, low overhead, no glamour, operation. (And does he know knock-offs… he recognized mine the instant I handed it to him!! I’m counting on Darcie to start upgrading
my style.)
._____________________________________
Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap but by the seeds that you plant. [Robert
Louis Stevenson – Scottish novelist & traveler: 1850 – 1894]
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June 2019 Kings Mountain Community Calendar

1:00 pm Susan Frantz
Memorial

The Kings Mountain Echo is published monthly by the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc, a non-profit,
volunteer organization. The Editor is Eileen Fredrikson. All opinions are those of the commentator/writer and not
those of the publisher.
Echo submissions should be emailed to eileenfredrikson@comcast.net Please reference “the Echo” in the
subject line. The Echo deadline is the 26th of each month. The editor retains discretion to edit all submissions for
space and content.
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