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Hello Neighbors:
It’s that time of year again. The summer fire danger is officially upon us; KMES students
will soon be out for summer break; a new board and officers have taken the reigns at KMA;
and the Kings Mountain Art Fair chairpersons have begun preparations for out 55th Anniversary show. We hope you will enjoy this issue’s stories about the activities of each of these
important community groups. It’s a time of transition, preparation and engagement. Note these
dates to join friends and neighbors at events of community importance or personal interest:
• June 14th, KMES Graduation. Everyone is welcome to attend.
• July 2nd, Mountain Artists Applications due date.
• July 8th, Garden Club tour of the Djerassi Organic Farm. You must be a member to
attend so get your dues in soon.
• July 14th, KMA Summer BBQ & 55th Anniversary Art Fair Celebration. A delicious
opportunity to party with neighbors, view Art Fair historical displays and learn more
about how you can support this vital community-serving event.
• August 25th, KMES Cookie Bake. Cookie sales at the Art Fair are an important piece of
the annual parent/community fund-raising effort in support of KMES curriculum enrichment programs. Community volunteers are vital.
Finally, are you just a little tired of the many recent days (make that weeks) of dreary
weather? Intellectually, we know the redwoods we cherish would not thrive without this foggy
climate. However, our story about the “Methuselah Project” may make you feel a bit brighter
about enduring it as a human being. As you will learn, all neighbors with an idea to contribute
are invited to participate.
The following specific invitation to Kings Mountain kids kicks off with this issue announcement: Travis Larson at the Methuselah Tree Project invites kids to submit drawings of the Methuselah Tree on Skyline, from any time in the past, the present or the future. Prizes will be
awarded for: (1) most realistic drawing, (2) most creative drawing, and (3) most colorful drawing. Submit a scan of your drawing by July 15th to annmccormick@gmail.com, or mail an 8 1/2
x 11 inch (or smaller) drawing by that date to: Ann McCormick, 13800 Skyline Blvd. #40,
Woodside, CA 94062. By sending in your drawing, you agree to have us use it freely on the
project web site and in social media. Send us a brief note signed by a parent or guardian
acknowledging that the Methuselah Project can use your first name and last initial with your
picture (if it’s chosen) for posting on the web site or social media.
Best regards,
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist

MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on May 8, 2018
ATTENDANCE: Jon Fredrikson, Tim Naylor, Joe Rockmore, Anna Rosche-Tubbs, Darrin
Jewell, Jim Sullivan, Matt King, Hank Stern, Frank Adams, Steve Johnson, Tim German and
Kathy Shubin.
Board president Jon Fredrikson called the KMVFB Meeting to order at 7:33 pm.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: The Board approved the minutes of the prior meeting of April 10,
2018.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Anna Rosche-Tubbs reported that the corporation’s 2017 income
tax returns have been filed. Anna agreed to update the KMVFB membership list and send it
to interested board members.
BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Kathy Shubin reported the following uses of the
Community Center in April 2018:
Exercise/Dance Classes

11

Monthly Community Board Meetings

5

KMVFB Training & Maintenance

5

Community Events/Parties

3

Private Events/Parties

0

TOTAL USES FOR THE MONTH

24

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: April 2018
Medical aid

4

Vehicle accident

7

Public assist

0

Firefighter standby

1

Vehicle fire

0

Smoke check

1

Structure fire

0

Vegetation fire

0

Hazardous materials

0

Rescue

0

Cover assignment

0

Alarm sounding

1

Water tender group response

1

Trash fire

0

TOTAL # RESPONSES FOR
THE MONTH

15

AVERAGE # OF
RESPONDERS

3

Number of incidents with no
Volunteer response:

3
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OLD BUSINESS:
E56 FIRE TRUCK REPLACEMENT: On April 20, Darrin Jewell, Matt King and Jon Fredrikson toured
the Hi-Tech Emergency Vehicle Service, Inc. assembly plant in Oakdale, California and held
discussions with Brian Rathman, Manager. The Contract Review Committee, comprised of Tim
Naylor, Julia Simmons and Jon Fredrikson, negotiated the final contractual arrangements with HiTech. After extensive review of the Committee’s findings and recommendations, the Board held
lengthy discussions on the pros and cons of various approaches to acquiring the new fire apparatus.
Finally, the Board unanimously voted to approve the Hi-Tech Apparatus Contract dated May 8, 2018.
The contract specifies that the Brigade will pay 42% of the purchase price after the Spartan Chassis
arrives at Hi-Tech and is inspected and approved by a Brigade representative. It is anticipated that the
Spartan Chassis will be delivered to Hi-Tech within 3 to 6 months after it is ordered by Hi-Tech. The
balance of the purchase price will be paid within 30 days after delivery and acceptance of the
completed apparatus, which is expected to be 3 to 5 months after the chassis has been delivered.
The board also unanimously voted to purchase a Performance Bond from Western Surety Company
to guarantee the fulfillment of the Hi-Tech contract.
The Board is in the process of requesting a loan from San Mateo County to finance 60% of the
purchase price. The balance of the purchase price will come from a partial liquidation of the Brigade’s
investments, in accordance with recommendations made by our financial advisor, Mario DeCaro.
SFPUC RADIO TOWER: Frank Adams said that he has received a confirmation letter back from the
SPUC, but that there have been no other developments.
NEW 400 AMP POWER CIRCUIT: Tim German said that the costs of upgrading to a 400 amp circuit
could be very high.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE UPDATE: The Nominating Committee recommended Chris Polonchek
as a new Director Nominee to fill a Board vacancy at the beginning of the fiscal year on July 1, 2018.
Chris has been active on the School Site Council and will be an excellent addition to the Board. Two
other Directors whose terms are expiring, Joe Rockmore and Julia Simmons, will be reappointed at
the June Annual Meeting if there are no other nominations from the Membership.
USE OF PROPERTY FOR COMMERCAIL PURPOSES: Steve Johnson proposed a procedure to
cover outside vendors when they offer commercial products or services on our property. Steve
recommended that we use the existing Single Use Agreement for any future events such as knife
sharpening, bike fix-it day and fire extinguisher day. A Brigade or KMA member will have to sign the
single use agreement in behalf of the vendor. The existing single use building agreement includes a
paragraph (18) that requires vendors to be liable for any damage caused by their actions and has a
"hold harmless" clause for the Brigade including officers. Our current insurance policy covers "slip and
trip" type liability for community members or the general public during such events. The Board
approved the new procedure to cover such events.

NEW BUSINESS: None.
MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:48. NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, June 12, 2018 at 7:30 pm
Respectfully submitted,
itÄxÜ|x gÜxÇàxÜ / Secretary (by Jon F.)
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Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade 2018 Paid Membership List
Alafouzos, Nick & Marilyn
Allan, Bill & Debbie
Allen, Harvey & Donna
Anderson, Keith & Bev
Anker, Andrew & Renee
Atkinson, Jean
Bahjat, Keith & Frances
Baker, Tom & Donna
Barry, Thomas
Baumgärtner Family
Bell, Al & Jeanne
Bensley & Kubiak, Kara & Rob
Berkowitz, Kate
Betlam, Lisa
Bye, Joakim & Angela
Cargile, William
Carlson, Imo Jean & William
Case, Eric
Constantinides
Courtney, Courtney
Cretan, Larry & Mary Jacobson
Croop, Vi & Sanders, Lynn
De Verdi, Matthew
Diederich, Hermann
Dinkins & Steele, Steve & Amber
Douglas, Thomas
Elpers & Abbot, JR & Bev
Ferraris, Gail
Fletcher, Alma
Forster, Carol
Fredrikson, Jon & Eileen
Gade, Vibs
Galousin, Michael
Gannes, Liz
Geranios, James & Christina
German, Tim & Carrie
Greenberg, Peter & Suzanne
Gustafson, Barbara

Hardy, Patty
Hausmann, John
Heintzelman, Keith & Cynthia
Heydorn, Barbara
Hitchens, Sara
Ho, Hiep & Xuan
Holtz & Chafe, June & Chris
Howard, Joanne
Irving, Bryan & Marcia
Janny, Denise
Johnson, Maria & Marty
Jordan, Tim & Katherine
Keenan, Kevin
Klein, Laura
Koski & Kaiser
Kromat, Dan & Heidi
Leveque, Duane & Jan
Lewis, Larene
Lieven, Leroy
Luke, Gordon & Donna
McCarthy, Stacy
McClenahan, William
Mcintire, Jeannie
Miller, Henry & Kathy
Mills & Gardner, Clay & Nicholas
Moran, Oscar & Karen
Moriarty, Denise & Mark
Mountanos, Peter
Neisser, Dawn & Ted Zayner
Nelson, Marisa & Tregaskis, Wade
Nepon, Ari
Newhall, Will & Jean
Norling, Chris
O'Connell, Gerry & Pat
Ohlund, John & Kimberly
Olivetti, Katherine
Ornstein, Severo
Palmer, James & Emily

Phelps, Marty & Cindy
Philliber, Andrea
Piestrup, Melvin
Pitt, Cindy
Plank, Sybil
Polonchek, Chris & Maria
Porter, David
Reynolds, Chris & Lew, Peggy
Rix, Jack & Betsy
Rockmore, Joseph & Deb
Rosner, Benjamin & Elson, Sarah
Roth, Hank & Linda
Roy & Covell
Ruby, Dennis & Jan
Russell, Jim
Samish, John
Shapero, Rich & Sandy
Shubin, Elliot & Kathy
Skymoon Ranch LLC
Smith, James E.
Soult, Niel & Carol
Stienstra, Bruce
Stocker, Anny
Stratos, J.E.
Thayer, Margaret
Thompson, Eric & Espinoza, Javier
Torres, David & Thalea
Townsley, Meta & Stu
Trenter, Valerie
Tubbs, Alan & Anna
Tunheim, Robert & Kellie
Turri, Jean
Walsh, Nick & Knight, Margot
Ward, Kim
Wickett, James & Magdalena Yesil
Worthington, Richard & Patricia
Young, Pegi

Note: If you paid 2017 KMVFB dues and your name is not on this list, please contact Anna Roesch-Tubbs at
aroeschtubbs@gmail.com.

Yes, I would like to support the KMVFB by joining or renewing my me mbership!
Name: __________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________
Telephone: __________________ email:_____________________________________
Amount enclosed: ___ $35 Annual Dues

_______ additional donation

Please make check payable to: Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc.
We are a non-profit 501(c)3 Corp. Tax I.D. No. 94-1650185. Your contribution is tax deductible.
You can also contribute on line at http://www.kingsmount ainonline.com/kmvfb
Mail your check to Treasurer, Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, 13889 Skyline Blvd., Woodside, CA 94062
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KMA Board Meeting Minutes
May 9, 2018
Call to Order and Welcome New Board Members: President Ingrid Hegerberg called the
meeting to order at 7:03 pm.
Attendance: Ingrid Hegerberg, Eric Soult, Andi Philliber, Betsy Rix, Amber Steele, Kathy
Shubin, Marlene Stern, Eileen Fredrikson.
Treasurer’s Report: Membership is up to 135 paid membership households. The Square
worked well at the annual dinner. Many people paid with credit cards and appreciated the
convenience. Jenn has created Google Drive folders, including the 2018 membership list and
has shared them with board members. Edits to the membership list can be submitted to Jenn
for editing. Jenn will administer the KMA Facebook page
Old Business:
Annual Dinner - Feedback on the Annual Dinner was very positive. Many kudos were given to
caterer Austen as well as enthusiastic comments about the decorations, and the spirit and
atmosphere
New Business:
Kings Mountain On-Line: Sumit Roy and Michele Covell have volunteered to administer the site,
and have been working on the transition with Werner Glinka, Joe Rockmore and David Morrison.
KMA will pay for the costs involved.
Author’s Night: This has been a popular event. Severo Ornstein will be the next author to appear.
Severo wrote “Computing in the Middle Ages.” Eileen will talk to him about scheduling sometime
during the third quarter of the year. Betsy will reach out to a few local authors for upcoming
author nights.
Summer Party: Ingrid will help if we want to do the car show, which has been a fun event in the
past few years. KMA will co-sponsor the party with KMAF. It is a Kings Mountain tradition to
celebrate together every five years. The party will be held on July 14th. The car show will start
at 10: 00 and rest of party will be later in the day. We will look for a few people to work on a joint
KMA/KMAF committee to plan.
Other Upcoming Event Ideas: Eileen heard from our County Supervisor, Don Horsley. He would
be delighted to hold a meeting to meet KMA residents, listen to concerns and answer questions.
Marlene suggested that we have a calendar of events on our shared Google doc. Amber
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suggested that we have a Puma talk and a beginner emergency training We discussed having
knife sharpening later in the year and also discussed having Cal Water come to answer
questions about our water system
Election of Officers:
The following slate of officers was nominated by Kathy and seconded by Andi. The vote was
unanimous and the 2018-19 KMA board officers are:
Jenn Soult – President
Cindy Oldham – Vice President
Eric Soult – Treasurer
Betsy Rix – Secretary
Added Agenda Items
Marlene asked about the welcome packet. All new residents get them but some updates in the
system are needed. Marlene will help with the welcome packets.
The Board thanked Kathy Shubin and Ingrid Hegerberg for their years of dedication to KMA.
The Meeting was adjourned at 7:57 pm.
Next Meeting: May 9, 2018 at 7:00 pm; everyone is welcome!

Come one, Come all!

KMA Summer BBQ &
55 Anniversary Art Fair Celebration
th

Saturday, July 14th, Kings Mountain Community Center
10:00 am to Noon, Classic Car Show
Noon – 3:00 pm, Art Fair History Display Opens
 Delicious BBQ
 Art Fair Gift to the Community

Save the Date!
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Kings Mountain Art Fair Kicks Off Its 55th Year
On June 3, the Art Fair Chairs for 2018 met at
the Fire House to kick off our 55th Art Fair. This
meeting is when it all starts each year. Of course,
some of our chairs work throughout the year but in
June each year, we gear up to high speed. We
agreed that the weather in 2016 was too cold; in
2017, it was too hot so in 2018 it will be just right!
Truly, the weather is something we worry about but
there is nothing we can do about it. In spite of the
weather’s efforts to foil us, we make a substantial amount of money for our Fire Brigade and School and have a lot of fun in the process, so we are off and running with
high hopes for the perfect year.
This year the same hearty group of Chairs, which constituted the leadership team
in 2017, will be in place once again with one addition. Ted Thayer will be joining Marty
Eisenberg and Betsy Rix on the Cook Shack Management Team.
At the meeting, each chair gave an update – what has changed, what are the issues, what are new expenses. A few highlights:

55th

• The Art Fair will utilize the Firehouse Internet connection instead of getting
our own dedicated one. Not only does this save the Fair some money, it is
also a significant timesaving for the IT team. This is possible because the
Fire Brigade consolidated its different communications services with Comcast at a sizable reduction in cost annually but with a significant increase in
bandwidth.
• We will add a shuttle each day during peak periods to help with the flow of
our customers. This means three shuttles will be running each day between
12:00 pm to 4:00 pm.
• We had to move our Art Fair materials (signs, safe, etc) out of the fire bays
due to the needs of the Fire Brigade and into a new storage container,
which was a bit costly. Tim German has found a large container and is hot
on the trail of a small tractor to move things back and forth, all coming in under budget.
• Thanks to Bill Allan who will make it, we will have a new T-info Booth in a
second location (T-shirts and Information) that is as spiffy as the new one at
the Fire House last year.
• Our 55th T-Shirt will honor our mountain environment with a design from Rebecca Holland.
• Among other things, we are adding Twitter to our marketing and a banner at
Alice’s Restaurant.
• Our Beverage Booths will start on their remodeling (Cook shack and Pantry
have been remodeled in the two previous years) and Devil’s Canyon beer is
giving us one keg free for each one we buy.
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Those are just a few of the things we talked about but are good illustrations of what
the Chairs have been working on the make 2018 even more successful.
We concluded by noting that the KMA Summer Party on July 14 will also be a
community celebration of the Kings Mountain Art Fair 55th Anniversary. We have prepared a history display for everyone to enjoy and will be working on volunteer sign ups
there. Also, the Art Fair Board will be presenting a “Community Gift”. We hope you will
come to the party to see it and join in the fun. Save The Date!

Your 2018 Kings Mountain Art Fair Board
We thought it would be fun at the beginning of this Art Fair season to introduce
Echo readers to the Art Fair Board Members who are serving our community in this capacity. The Board members advise the Executive Director, govern the operations of the
Art Fair, oversee policy and direction, and assist with the leadership and general promotion of Kings Mountain Art Fair to support the organization’s mission and needs.
Board members serve for three-year terms, which may be renewed up to a maximum of two consecutive terms in addition to any partial terms, pending approval of the
Board. The Board has regular board meetings five times a year, at King Mountain
Community Center. The current board includes:
Marty Phelps, Chair. Almost everyone who has been on the mountain for some time
knows Marty. He and his family have lived here for over 32 years. His children went to
the Kings Mountain School. He, his wife Cindy, and his daughters Emily and Sarah
have been seen in numerous roles supporting the Art Fair work. Marty served on the
Art Fair Board from 1998 to 2009 and then joined the board again in 2016. Marty has
served as treasurer in the past and his broad knowledge of the Art Fair, its history, and
the community helps us in numerous ways.
Chris Reynolds, Vice Chair. Like Marty, Chris and his wife Peggy have lived on the
mountain for over 30 years and their children Erin and Kevin attended Kings Mountain
School for 6 years. He has been a regular in the Cook Shack and has served as
“Meister” there as well. “Meister” is what in the Cook Shack hierarchy passes for middle management. In other words, while Marty and Betsy dash about carrying the
weight of being Cook Shack Chairs, Chris works to make it all function smoothly with
each changing shift of volunteers. Chris has a careful eye in reviewing all the Board
materials. He also serves as a liaison between the Art Fair Board and the Kings Mountain Community’s Investment Advisory Committee. Although he has to travel a lot for
work, he is always willing to lend a hand and back up the Board Chair and the ED.
Chris joined the Board in 2016.
Sheena Mawson, Member at Large. It seems quite remarkable that Sheena can be
raising four children under the age of 7 and still has time to be our Social Media Chair
for Art Fair Marketing and to serve as a Board member. She also makes wonderful
cookies for us and has been known to bring her new infant to the Board meeting so
she does not miss a beat. Sheena brings the “young family perspective” to Board discussions in addition to her general intelligence and other contributions. She chaired
Mountain Folk Art for a couple of years. Sheena has been on the Board since 2014
and has lived on the mountain since 2007.
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Shannon Kromat, Secretary. Shannon came to be involved with Art Fair leadership
when she responded to an ad placed on the Yahoo Group requesting help with our
board’s “Documentation Project”. The Board determined that we were lax in our documentation of history, policy, and operations. With Shannon’s expert help, we documented everything and now have policies and procedures and have organized and
logged our critical documents. She maintains our records keeping them current. She
also serves as the Social Chair for the Art Fair events and previously served as Board
Secretary. Shannon is married to Nick who is one of our amazing fire fighters. She
joined the Board in 2017 and has lived on the mountain for 9 years.
Katrin Gosling, Member at Large. Katrin has served as our Graphics Chair. She
joined the Board in 2015 and is now in her second term. Katrin has an interest in art
and design and exhibited with her children Kian and Kira in Mountain Artists last year.
She and her family have helped us with the T-shirt designs and created innovative artwork to advertise our fair. Katrin, too, has a demanding “day” job but is willing to help
wherever she can. She has lived on the mountain for 11 years, and her children went
to Kings Mountain Elementary School.
Dawn Neisser, Member at Large. Dawn joined the Board in 2017 in this new capacity
when she stepped down from the ED role. As ED, she was a Board member from 2005
to 2016. After 12 years as Art Fair ED Dawn’s participation on the Board now gives us
continuity and perspective as we have completed the leadership change and as we
move forward to future art fairs. Dawn and her husband Ted (also a long time volunteer
in the Cook Shack) have lived on the mountain for 26 years.
Lisa Parral, Treasurer. Lisa serves as our treasurer and although she is not a voting
member of the Board (our by-laws allow the secretary and treasurer positions to be exofficio to the Board) she brings her expertise and experience to our discussions. She
has the critical role of keeping our finances straight. She has also worked in T-shirts
and co-chaired that committee with Marlene Stern in past years. She served as a
Board member from 2009 to 2014 and has lived on the mountain for 20 years.
Finally, Bev Abbott, who trained in and loved the Cook Shack for 16 years, is a member. As Art Fair Executive Director, she serves on the Board making our total 7 members and one non-voting member (treasurer). Bev previously served on the Board from
2012 to 2016. She and her husband JR have lived on the mountain for 30 years.
by Bev Abbott, KMAF Executive Director
Editor’s Note: In true Kings Mountain style, all board members are volunteers. Their
work provides sound governance to the enormous community-serving enterprise the
Kings Mountain Art Fair has become. If you have questions, comments, suggestions,
or just want to say thank you to these hard-working folks, come speak to them at the
KMA/Art Fair Summer Party on July 14th. The Echo offers a big thank you salute to all
the Board members, Committee Chairs, and Echo readers whose many, many volunteer hours make Art Fair possible and successful year after year.
“It Takes A Mountain!”
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2018

Mountain Artists Application Form
Kings Mountain Art Fair
Labor Day weekend, September 1, 2 & 3, 2018

Admission Requirements and Fee
1. You must be a current Kings Mountain resident (geographical area by Kings Mountain
Volunteer Fire Brigade District) OR
2. A “childhood resident” of Kings Mountain as defined by:
a. His/her parents are currently Kings Mountain residents AND
b. He/she grew up on Kings Mountain AND he/she is either:
● A full time student (on actual dates of the Art Fair)
o Name of school _________________________________
o Proof of current student status. Photocopy of student Identification
card covering the period of the Art Fair must be attached to
application.
● A member of the Military or National Service.
o Branch of Service___________________________________
o Proof of current Military or National Service. Photocopy of
identification card covering the period of the Art Fair must be
attached to the application.
3. You must sell handmade goods, made by the Artist.
4. You must submit a $50.00 entry fee with this application. Please make checks payable to
Kings Mountain Art Fair.
5. You must pay 10% of your sales receipts to the Kings Mountain Art Fair.
6. The application due date is July 2, 2018.
7. Notification of Acceptance/Non Acceptance will be mailed out by July 9, 2018.

Mountain Artists Application
Date___________________
Name____________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________
Telephone______________________
Email Address_________________________________________
Website Address___________________________________________________
Type of Artwork/Media you are entering (new artists must submit photos with application)
_________________________________________________________________________
Price range of Art/Products____________________________________________________
Signature_____________________________________
Please submit your application and entry fee to:

Bow Papanos, 13902 Skyline Boulevard, Woodside, CA 94062
Any questions, email: mysticmoonbs@icloud.com
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Attention Mountain Artists!
Hello fellow Kings Mountain artists and residents,
I am inviting you to apply for a space in the Mountain Artists section of the 2018
Kings Mountain Art Fair. If you are a new Kings Mountain resident or long-time mountain folk artist, I encourage you to apply.
All applicants must meet the requirements for Kings Mountain residency to exhibit.
These are shown on the Mountain Artist Application Form in this issue.
There are also specific guidelines to ensure the integrity of the Art Fair. The exclusivity of this section is based on the traditions of the fair itself. The Mountain Artist section creates a uniqueness for one of a kind artwork. It also shows off local talent to our
community for everyone to enjoy.
I am not accepting applications for food products to be sold in this section. All
foods are handled through the Cook Shack. They must comply with the San Mateo
County Environmental Health Department regulations, inspections and licensing fees.
Kings Mountain Art Fair is regarded as one of the top three Art Fairs in California.
Please consider being part of such an extraordinary and traditional event. To do so,
please complete and submit the Mountain Artist Application Form found in this issue of
the Kings Mountain Echo. The application due date is July 2nd.
Come join and be a part of an amazing group of talented artists!
Bow Papanos ( Artist ), Mountain Artist Chairman/Coordinator
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June 2018 School News
KMES students will complete another successful school year on June 14th. “Move
up” activities in every classroom will culminate with the 5th grade graduation ceremony at
10 AM, outside on the school grounds (weather permitting). This high spirited and always
very personal tribute to our graduates caps an exceptionally busy May at
KMES. Two weeks of CAASPP testing did not deter students and parents from beginning the month with “Appreciation Week” kudos for
teachers and staff. Teachers arrived May 7th to find classroom doors
decorated with hearts and thank you messages. Treats, flowers, favors,
school supplies and gifts continued all week until a teachers’ luncheon
from the San Benito House Deli with sweet treats baked by KMES families was served on Friday. Academic
subjects began their concluding units
while completed science and other
projects were readied for display and discussion with
parents at open house on May 24th. K/1 students explored the pleasures of reading on a field trip to
Inkspell Bookstore in HMB with a picnic on St. Francis Beach.
The big yellow KMVFD fire truck brought Isaac Nepon to
school on May 18th. As Principal for the day, special transportation was needed before Isaac began his duties reading
to the K/1 class, passing out good job stars for student performance on the CAASPP tests, supervising recess and other
important Principal responsibilities.
2/3 & 4/5 classrooms took an exciting trip to the Planetarium at De Anza College, the largest school Planetarium west of the Rocky Mountains
and one of the most modern in the world. The innovative presentations ramped up
student interest and understanding of the solar system and star constellations. Incoming
Kindergarteners who came to school May 23rd were warmly welcomed by teacher
Debbie and current students who will be their big first grade classmates next year.
Cold, foggy weather could not dampen the spirit of accomplishment in the air at the
Open House & Ice Cream social on May 26th. Cabrillo District Superintendent Jane
Yuster came bundled up in her Kings Mountain School sweatshirt while many parents arrived early to enjoy Jaime’s Taco Truck delicious offerings at a more leisurely pace.
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Student performances began in the Lion’s Den
with songs by the 5th grade followed by 3 original skits based on their environmental action
research on invasive species. The K/1 classroom performed an original song they wrote
with music enrichment teacher Paul Godwin
while 2/3 students delivered an intricate body percussion performance. The entire audience moved outdoors to watch the 4/5 classroom on the play structure performing an
innovative rhythm and movement story they created.
Before breaking to visit classroom exhibits, Principal
Diane Siegel spoke about the important roles parents
play maintaining the quality KMES learning environment. With thanks to Chris Polonchek and Scott
Menary who are rotating off site council, Principal
Siegel said it was her “her privilege and pleasure especially to acknowledge and thank outgoing KMAP President, Maria Polonchek and School Site Council President Amber Stariha for countless
hours of work in support of our school.” Parents followed their students to see an impressive array of writing, art and science projects displayed in every classroom. Classic
science fair expo boards featuring hypothesis, to conclusion competed with dramatic art
projects hanging on walls and from the ceilings while desks were covered with students’
poems and stories. Students proudly explained each project before enjoying ice cream
sundaes outside in the cold, foggy evening. They were a yummy start to the 4 day
Memorial Day Weekend!
As your editor writes this, the 4th and 5th graders are polishing up and practicing
their graduation ceremony speeches while anticipating big changes in their school lives,
either at middle school or as KMES 5th grade leaders that will begin after summer vacation. It is also the annual KMES Fund Run and a beautiful day (after several of persistent
fog); perfect for the last 2017-2018 fund-raiser
sponsored by KMAP. Following the actual student run, the day is packed with activities for just
having fun together. It is a well-deserved finale to
a most successful year. While we won’t have
final results until the fund run numbers are in, it is
very safe to say, KMAP will exceed this year’s
enrichment program funding goals. The foundation pledged $91,000 in supplemental funding,
90% of which goes directly to teachers including
classroom aides. As you can see from the chart,
the total raised prior to the fund run was $90,962.
Great Job! Congratulations to all the KMES parent leadership teams, parent volunteers, donors
and community volunteers. Every contribution of
time and treasure was important. It takes a
Mountain!
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A Very Special Send Off and Welcome
Where else but at Kings Mountain could
students experience an exceptionally memorable completion of their elementary experience
and a super welcoming transition to the next?
Armed with notebooks, drawing pads, pens
and pencils, KMES 5th graders did just that on
June 1st with an adventurous hike from the
mountain to the coast. Principal Diane Siegel
headed the expedition, capably assisted by
parents Ted Thayer and Deb Soult, who added
considerable expertise about the plants and
animals
along the
way. Breaking through to the Coast at Higgins
Canyon Road, pick up parents shuttled the group
to
Round
Table
Pizza
where
Cunha
Principal Seth Feldman waited to personally
welcome them to their new school. Soon
they were joined by old friends from KMES
now studying at Cunha. It was a day to remember for sure.

Late Breaking News!
A pizza created by the KMES 2/3 class will be
available for a limited time at It’s Italia restaurant in
HMB. Entitled the "Kings Mountain Pizza Speciale”
it has a regular crust with bacon, artichoke hearts, and shaved parmesan as the toppings. Finding consensus from among the many topping combinations invented during
the 2/3 class field trip to the restaurant was quite a process and a tough decision.
Creativity abounded in the kitchen following lessons from the professional chef. We
suggest you try the results for yourself.
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Kings Mountain Elementary School

Please join us at the

KMES
Cookie Bake
Saturday, August 25, 2018
Wedemeyer Bakery
314 Harbor Way
South San Francisco, CA 94080
Please sign up for a shift online:

http://tinyurl.com/KMEScookiebake2018
 Wear comfortable closed-toe shoes
 Volunteers over 18 years old
 Lunch provided
For more information contact:

kmescookies@gmail.com
-15See
also: http://tinyurl.com/KMESArtFair2018

The Kings Mountain Redwoods and the Methuselah Project
June kicks off the Methuselah Tree project conceived by
Ann McCormick and funded by a Woodside Community
Foundation Grant. The project objective is to create a learning resource for children about the approximately 1,800 year
old redwood tree on Skyline Blvd. in Woodside, CA, called
Methuselah. McCormick will create a blog and a print activity
book where children can contribute their thoughts about what
was happening in each century the tree has been alive, near
the tree and around the world, and a resource about the
plants and animals in the redwood forest. “I am honored and
so happy to begin this project I have been planning during the
45 years I have lived near the amazing virgin redwood,” she
said after the grant was announced.
An esteemed educator and long- time Kings Mountain
resident, McCormick co-founded and was CEO of The Learning Company, creators of some of America’s first widely used
educational software. Many Kings Mountain kids, (including
those of your editor) were volunteer beta testers of what
became the phenomenally successful Reader Rabbit and
Rocky’s Boots programs. Her long career as a teacher and
software developer has given McCormick a deep conviction
about the value of collaboration. Ann welcomes and encourages input for the Methuselah project from all neighbors and
Echo readers. The Woodside Foundation Grant is for materials only. Your interests and ideas will be very valuable to the
project team. Current project volunteers include: Assistant
Director Travis Larson, a Kings Mountain Elementary School
student who has already contributed innovative ideas with a
particular interest in “tree math”; Jonathan Choe, a Seattle U
student, who will provide writing and research support under
a summer internship he will spend in CA; Ann’s nephew,
Spencer, an expert graphic artist and programmer who will
build the web site pro bono; Mark Roddy, PhD, a Seattle U (SU) Professor of science and math
education who will help with the hands-on science; and Indira Phukani, KM resident and Stanford Doctoral student researching the fog and redwoods. The Methuselah project involves
three tasks:
1. Collecting items of interest from children (initial target age is 9 to 11) that occurred near
Methuselah and around the world during the tree’s approximately 1,860 year life. These could
be 2 or-3 things per century that stand out, such as inventions, discoveries, works of art or
people who influenced how we live today.
2. Kids finding out and writing about how Methuselah sprouted, grew and protected itself
for so long. Also, what protection we can give trees, and what redwoods do for our ecosystem.
3. What animals and plants grew around the tree, very close and on the coast, in ancient
and modern times?
The finished project will be the creation of a web site, iBook (which can contain links, photos and videos), and print activity book for children in our area. It will supply the Activity Books
free to King’s Mountain School, Woodside School and the Woodside Library. Alice’s will also
give copies to visiting children, and Ann expects that Buck’s will, too. The Methuselah Activity
Book will also be printable from the web site. Interested neighbors, please contact Project
Director Ann McCormick: annmccormick@gmail.com.
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Kings Mountain Garden Club
June 2018 News
The season for active gardening has arrived and the Kings Mountain Garden Club is here to help.
The club has begun their series of garden tours and events designed to provide even those of us
with a “brown thumb” the tools to create a fabulous yard. The first event designed to illustrate how
well Rhododendrons thrive in various KM microclimates visited two gardens. Alma Fletcher, who
would soon be on her way to Europe for an International Rhododendron Show, narrated her long experience with these flowers. Later, Bev Abbott and JR Alpers demonstrated their use of “Rhodies” in
a very diversified garden with many elevations and beautiful plantings.

The hearty band of gardeners who braved gloomy weather on March 26th to visit Linda Roth’s
herb garden were well rewarded with new knowledge about how to grow and cook with fresh herbs.
Linda’s knowledge of herb cultivation and culinary/medicinal uses is encyclopedic. To everyone’s
delight, she ended the tour and narrative with lots of herb-infused goodies for all. It was an inspiring
and delicious day.

The next two events are for members only. They are a highly anticipated visit to the Djerassi Organic Farm on July 8th and a club luncheon later in the season. If you want to be included in these
events, you need to fill out the membership form below and send in your dues. The club will contact
new members with address and directions for each.

Kings Mountain Garden Club Membership Application/Renewal
Name(s) _________________________________________
Address___________________________________________
City____________________ State ________________ Zip ______________
Phone____________________________

Email ___________________________

Send this application and a check for $10.00 to:
Kings Mountain Garden Club
Attn. Betty Johnson, Treasurer
12200 Skyline Blvd., Woodside CA 94062
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June 2018
by
Marty Eisenberg

Stern Grove Starts Up: Stern Grove is situated at the intersection of Sloat Boulevard and
19th Avenue in San Francisco. It is a public park with a grand summer Sunday concert season. My parents used to attend a few concerts each year and as a youngster, I’d “suffer
through them”. They were mostly classical “stuff”. Times have changed! Now the music
genre is widely varied and acoustics are much improved with a grand performance stage.
Season starts off with a bang on June 24. Ziggy Marley does reggae and Brazilian
songstress Flavia Coelho opens. And the concerts are free! See www.sterngrove.org for detailed information about the venue and season.
Speaking of Changing Times: Whether I visit a commercial district in Redwood City, Campbell, San Mateo, Rockridge or San Francisco, weeknights or weekends, I am regularly astonished by the numbers of the “Millennial Generation” socializing and dining out. The expansion
of the food service industry in the Bay Area is remarkable. It seems that Millennials know the
term “cook” only as a noun and no longer as a verb.
Portuguese Roasted Chicken: This is really yummy. Make the marinade: combine 1/3 cup
lemon juice; ¼ cup olive oil; 2 Tbsp sweet (smoked) paprika; 2 Tbsp dried oregano (or 3
Tbsp fresh chopped); 2 Tbsp sugar; 5 crushed garlic coves; 1 chopped hot red pepper or
jalapeno; 1 Tbsp salt. Rinse a whole chicken (4-5 lbs) and pat dry. (I earnestly prefer organic
chicken. They taste SO much better.) Slather the marinade all over the chicken. Put it all in a
plastic bag overnight in the ‘frig. Remove from bag. Roast the chicken about 2 hours+/- at
325° ‘til its 165° in the thick part of the breast and thigh. Tent 10 minutes, carve and enjoy!
Potting Soil Blues: So you bought that bag of potting soil with the label saying it’s the best
stuff since Sea Biscuit was in the pasture. You put some in a pot, add water and that pricey
soil won’t absorb the water! It just sits there, dry as a bone, and the water drains around the
soil and out the bottom of the pot! What’s with that? The problem is NOT the potting soil. The
problem is your water! The surface tension of water keeps the water from being absorbed by
the soil. Solution: add just one or two little drops of dish detergent or liquid soap to a gallon of
water. The soap breaks down the surface tension and the soil will soak that water right up!
(Recommendation: add the soap drops after you fill your water container and stir it around a
little. Putting soap in the container first will leave you with a bubble bath.)
The Little Things: You’ve dropped that tiny screw or an earring stud on the carpet and for
your life, you can’t find it. Try this: Get out the vacuum hose. Put a thin sock over the end of
the hose and grip the top of the sock tightly around the hose. Turn on the vacuum and vacuum around where you dropped that little thing. The vacuum will suck it up and hold it firmly
against the outer surface of the sock!
_______________________________________
If you have integrity, nothing else matters; if you don’t have integrity, nothing else matters. [unattributed]
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June 2018 Kings Mountain Community Calendar

10:30 am
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The Kings Mountain Echo is published monthly by the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc, a non-profit,
volunteer organization. The Editor is Eileen Fredrikson. All opinions are those of the commentator/writer and not
those of the publisher.
Echo submissions should be emailed to eileenfredrikson@comcast.net Please reference “the Echo” in the
subject line. The Echo deadline is the 26th of each month. The editor retains discretion to edit all submissions for
space and content.
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