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Hello Neighbors:
We hope you all had suitably festive 4th of July celebrations, in spite of the dearth of entertaining municipal fireworks displays. Watching those lavish shows from Skeggs Point or some other
perch on the mountain always marked the half-way point in the calendar year with fun and flourish.
We continue to be immensely grateful for having Kings Mountain as our “place to shelter.” Still, the
4th without noise and sparkle felt positively underwhelming this year.
This is the fourth Echo that concludes with the Firehouse/Community Center calendar closed to
community activities except for rigorous firefighter training. Even with training activities restricted to
the parking area and downstairs fire truck bays, KM firefighters have implemented extensive new
protocols to keep everyone protected and safe. As you will see from photos of the KM Fire Department in action, their services have been in great demand. We are grateful for their skill and dedication and hope anyone thinking about volunteering for firefighter training will get on board.
As you will see, SIP considerations affect “life as we know it” throughout reports in this issue.
The board of our signature event, the Kings Mountain Art Fair, has voted to mount a virtual version
of Art Fair over Labor Day Weekend. Read Bev Abbott’s Planning and Progress update (pages 1112). It's an enormous task in uncharted territory, so contact her to volunteer. KMA movie guru, Jack
Rix, offers four films you can screen at home since gathering for Movie Night at the CC is not possible now. KMA placed the ballot for their Board of Directors election in the Echo because in person
meetings the size of their annual meeting cannot be held. Please complete and return the ballot.
Use the membership form to join or renew a lapsed membership so that your vote can be counted.
Check out Garden Club’s wise monthly tips (page 19). Enjoy the good news about the start of
school…also with new safety protocols still in development.
Read about an upcoming switch from KM Yahoo Groups to a more useful and robust messaging platform called Groups.io. Note the implementation steps and the transition team you can contact for any needed help. A discussion about the Draft EIR regarding the further opening up of
watershed land for recreational use begins on page 14. It is likely that neighbors may have differing
views about all or some parts of the proposal. The lead time to actionable results is certain to be
considerable. However, the full planning department notice of public hearing on July 23rd can be
found on pages 17-18. This will be a remote meeting. Kings Mountain residents may want to join
via stream or follow the directions for submitting call in or written comments.
Oh, and did I forget to mention that Marty muses some clever and useful tricks this month?
Your editor will be interested to know how many of you are old enough to remember Burma Shave
signs on state highways he mentions. The amount of crazy driving on Skyline lately makes me wish
we still had the ones up reading “Hardly a driver is now alive who passed on hills at 75.”
Stay well and stay engaged,
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist

Project Baseline COVID-19: What You Need To Know About

Free Testing
To meet state guidelines, the County of San Mateo
needs to administer about 1,200 COVID-19 tests per day
through hospitals, private testing companies, and the free
program available through Verily. Please check with your
company and/or primary provider for other options.
Testing is free and available to anyone without restriction, although an
appointment is required in advance. To make an appointment, residents can visit
Project Baseline’s website at https://bit.ly/2xk73OL. Registration opens 72 hours
before testing dates. Remember to bring your photo ID and the reference ID from your
confirmation email.
If you don't have access to the internet, an on-site volunteer may be able to help
you register and get tested.
Update: Those being tested can now swab their nostrils themselves. Watch the
video on the website and download their PDF for details about the testing procedure.
After being tested, residents will receive results and other information by email.
San Mateo County Health will reach out to residents who test positive.
UPCOMING TESTING LOCATIONS AND DATES:
(Registration opens 72 hours before testing dates - see information above)
DALY CITY
Jefferson Union High School District Office
699 Serramonte Boulevard
Daly City Testing Dates
Tuesday, July 14 (9:00 A.M. - 4 P.M.)
Wednesday, July 15 (9:00 A.M. - 4 P.M.)
Tuesday, July 21 (9:00 A.M. - 4 P.M.)
Wednesday, July 22 (9:00 A.M. - 4 P.M.)

NORTH FAIR OAKS
Everest High School
455 Fifth Ave, Redwood City
North Fair Oaks Testing Dates
Thursday, July 9 (9:00 A.M. - 4 P.M.)
Friday, July 10 (9:00 A.M. - 4 P.M.)
SAN BRUNO
San Bruno Testing Dates
Wednesday, July 8 (9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.)

EAST PALO ALTO
2160 Euclid Ave.
East Palo Alto Testing Dates
Thursday, July 16 (9:00 A.M. - 4 P.M.)
Friday, July 17 (9:00 A.M. - 4 P.M.)
Thursday, July 23 (9:00 A.M. - 4 P.M.)
Friday, July 24 (9:00 A.M. - 4 P.M.)

SAN MATEO
San Mateo County Event Center
1346 Saratoga Drive
San Mateo Testing Dates
Monday, July 13 (9:00 A.M. - 4 P.M.)
Monday, July 20 (9:00 A.M. - 4 P.M.)

HALF MOON BAY
Cunha Intermediate School
600 Church St.
Half Moon Bay Testing Dates
Tuesday, July 7 (9:00 A.M. - 4 P.M.)

What if I test positive?
On April 6, 2020, the San Mateo County Health Officer issued mass isolation and
quarantine orders for individuals who test positive for COVID-19. They must isolate
themselves and not leave their home or other residence except to receive necessary
medical care or during an emergency that requires evacuation.
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Kings Mountain to Transition from Yahoo Groups to Groups.io
The King’s Mountain Association (KMA) will host a Zoom meeting on July 16th at 7:30 pm to
introduce Groups.io, an established communications channel that soon will replace Yahoo Groups,
and address community questions. Details about this Zoom meeting, including connection instructions, will be published later on both Groups.io and Yahoo Groups. Both communication channels
will operate until Yahoo Groups ceases operation on August 1, 2020.
Last fall, Verizon (the new owner
of Yahoo Groups) announced that it
would shut down most Yahoo Groups
Welcome to
features. In December 2019, files,
conversations, message history,
Groups.io
polls, links and photos disappeared
from the website along with folders,
attachments and almost everything
else. Just about the only thing users
can do now is contact their group
members via email.
Groups.io has many features that Yahoo (and Google Groups) do not have. These include:
1) Seeing the history of each topic or thread by just clicking on messages; 2) Following or muting
topics. For example, one can mute individual topics or opt to receive every message. Users can
also opt to receive only the first message in a topic, with the option to follow it later. Alternatively,
users have the option to receive only messages in topics that one starts; 3) An integrated calendar,
where users can schedule events with automatic reminders; 4) Polling and voting features.
Several local community groups, including the South Skyline Association (376 members), Skylonda Community (188 members), and Old La Honda Road Community (77 members) have already
switched to Groups.io. After evaluating the service, and conducting a trial run among 40 users, the
Kings Mountain Community, under the auspices of the KMA, will transition to Groups.io as well.
Reviews of the Kings Mountain Groups.io have been very favorable. Here is a sampling of community feedback: Alma Fletcher wrote, “This is fantastic! Why did it take us so long to consider
Groups.io? My hiking group got so disgusted with the Yahoo we had been on for years that we
switched about nine months ago, and we wondered why we had put up with Yahoo service so long.”
Bev Abbott said, “I like the io groups so much better.” Jack Rix commented, “I agree! I think in the
past few shelter-in-place months we have all raised our internet capabilities to the point where I am
confident we (as a group) can handle this.” Kelly Sanderson added, “I also have been quite happy
with Groups.io on other forums that switched from Yahoo quite some time ago. It, from my perspective, was like a flip of a switch. I find it much more easy to navigate, and I presume it is more reliable
than Yahoo when it comes to quick communication in case of emergency.”
Leaders of major local organizations, including the KMA, the Art Fair, the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, the Echo, and Kings Mountain CERT are in agreement that the community should
switch from the Yahoo Group to Groups.io. All of them are hopeful that it will be a smooth and easy
transition, since they all want to preserve this essential means of electronic communication for all
members of our community.
What are the next steps? Most Kings Mountain residents will receive an email inviting them to
join Groups.io. If you have not received an email by July 15 (or if you would like to subscribe immediately), just send an email to KingsMountainCommunity+subscribe@groups.io containing your
name and address. You’ll be registered right away under the email address you used. There is also
an automated help email address: KingsMountainCommunity+help@groups.io. Finally, if you need
to contact a real person, please send an email to KingsMountainCommunity+owner@groups.io.
Jean Turri and Steev Dinkins will co-moderate the new group and will be supported by a transition team, which includes Joe Rockmore, Jack Rix, Jenn Soult, Barbara Heydorn, Bill Rosenberg,
Kelly Sanderson, Larry Sanderson and Jon Fredrikson. The team looks forward to a smooth and
stress-free transition from Yahoo. The team also thanks Joe Rockmore and Jenn Soult for their
many years of outstanding service in moderating the Yahoo Group.
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on June 9, 2020
ATTENDANCE: Attending via Zoom: Jon Fredrikson, Ted Thayer, Kim Ohlund, Tim Naylor, Frank
Adams, Steve Johnson, Jim Sullivan, Ann Gabrys, Bill Goebner, Kathy Shubin, and Jason Oldendorp.
Board President Jon Fredrikson called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:32 pm.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the May 12, 2020 Board
meeting were previously posted and approved electronically.
BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin reported that the Community
Center was closed during the month of May because of California stay-at-home orders. Thus, there were
no uses to report for May.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Jon Fredrikson reported that the he had previously sent out a financial report
for board review. Jon summarized the report discussing potential changes to budgeted expenses and
revenue due to the COVID19 pandemic and the possibility of reduced Art Fair funding next year.
FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan delivered the monthly report for May 2020:
Medical aid

5

Vehicle accident

7

Public assist

2

Firefighter standby

0

Vehicle fire

0

Smoke check

3

Structure fire

3

Vegetation fire

2

Hazardous materials

0

Rescue

1

Cover assignment

0

Alarm sounding

0

Water tender group response

0

Trash fire

0

Total # Responses for the Month

23

Average # of Responders

6

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response:

0

OLD BUSINESS:
Elect new Directors: As specified in the bylaws, the President officially appointed Board nominees Kim
Ohlund and Jason Oldendorp as Directors. They will serve three-year terms to June 2023.
Nominating Committee: Ted Thayer updated the Board on the search for a new director to fill the seat
that was vacated Anna Roesch-Tubbs. The committee will continue to seek a new director.
Sale/Valuation of 1998 Freightliner Pumper: Jon Fredrikson reported that we now have the original
DMV title. Our truck brokers said the used truck market has been very slow because of the pandemic
and the relatively small size of the water tank reduces buyer interest. The brokers recommended a price
reduction and this was unanimously approved by the Board.
KM CERT Update: Kim Ohlund reported that Larry and Pat Mann distributed house triage red and green
signs to residents this month. There was an announcement on the use of the signs on the Yahoo Group
and in the Echo. At the KM CERT Zoom meeting on June 2, there was a presentation on disaster
medical operations. The majority of CERT members attended.
Tree Removal: This item was continued to the July meeting.
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Tree Roots in Front of Apparatus Bays: Jon Fredrikson reviewed three alternatives for addressing the
tree roots in front of apparatus bays. The Board discussed the benefits and drawbacks of each
alternative including the removing of the trees, putting in a root barrier, and moving ductwork to allow the
new engine to use another bay. The Board asked for an estimate on tree removal to compare with the
cost of a concrete root barrier, and Tim and Carrie German will contact the Art Fair Board to get input on
the potential benefits and drawbacks of tree removal. The Board decided to defer a decision until a future
meeting so that the information on cost of removal and input from the Art Fair Board can be collected.
Use of Community Center for Community Events: The Board discussed the use of the Community
Center and reaffirmed that the use of the Community Center and grounds are subject to San Mateo
County Health Orders and protocols. For this reason, the Community Center will remain closed for the
time being.
Marketing a Bequest Program for KMVFB: Steve Johnson reported to the Board on the new bequest
and significant gift drive published in the June Echo. A donation form will be published in the Echo in
July.
Board Annual Review of Fire Chief: The Board conducted the annual review of Chief Jim Sullivan, as
specified in the bylaws. The Board recognized how fortunate the community is to have a volunteer Chief
with three decades of experience and with such tremendous dedication to his job and to our community.
The Board praised and thanked Jim for his excellent performance in managing the Fire Department.
NEW BUSINESS:
Apparatus Parking in the Northwest Corner of the Property: Chief Jim Sullivan informed the Board of
the need to create an alternative apparatus parking area on the property for possible use during future
Art Fairs. The Board discussed the scope of the project and will review its feasibility.
OTHER BUSINESS:
Resolution to Temporarily Suspend Certain Bylaw Provisions: On June 5, 2020 the Board voted to
temporarily suspended the two provisions of its bylaws until January 1, 2021 because of extraordinary
circumstances brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic and California, San Mateo County, and local
stay-at-home regulations. The first provision suspended was Article IV Section 1, which limited the
number of Board members that can teleconference into Board meetings. The second provision
suspended was Article IV Section 1, which required an annual member meeting on the second Tuesday
in June.
Resolution to Establish the Position of Brigade Comptroller: On June 5, 2020, the Board voted to
approve the following resolution “The Board of Directors hereby declares that, the Treasurer may
delegate accounting, financial reporting and the filing of tax returns to the Brigade Comptroller, who is a
consultant to the Board of Directors. The Comptroller shall have authority to sign checks up to $10,000.
The Board of Directors may create an Audit Committee to oversee the work of the Comptroller and the
Treasurer.” A retiring board member and officer has volunteered to serve as Comptroller and
consultant to the Board of Directors at least until January 1, 2021.
MEETING ADJOURNED at approximately 8:20 pm. NEXT MEETING: July 14, 2020 at 7:30 pm
Respectfully submitted, Ted Thayer, Secretary
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Highlights of the KM Fire Department in Action from Twitter
May/June 2020
KMFD preparing for wildland fire fighting season,
training on mobile attack and progressive hose
lays. May 28

Fire attack hose line
advancement. May 14.

The KMFD performs extensive training exercises

Training on initial fire
attack and incident
command. May 21.

Vehicle stabilization and
patient extrication. May 7.

and responds to frequent emergency calls.
KMFD on 2-alarm
structure fire on La
Honda Road. May 5.

KMFD responds to
multi-vehicle noninjury accident on
Skyline on May 29.

KMFD in MidpenOpenSpace working
on vehicle over the side, on fire, with
fire extension into the wildland. May 9.
KMFD assists with Water Tender,
joining local FDs to fight a grass
and woodchip fire. June 30.

Extinguishing an illegal
campfire that got out of
control on June 18.
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Please Contribute to the Fire Brigade Endowment Fund

Two

score and seventeen years ago, our fathers and mothers brought
forth on this mountain a new fire department, conceived in
community and dedicated to the protection of that community. Now we are
engaged in a challenge to ensure that that fire brigade and that community
shall long endure. We have set up a special fund to do this.
The Fire Brigade and Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Department have provided fire and
rescue services to the Kings Mountain community since 1963. The Community Center has hosted
thousands of community events and provided a central gathering place for Kings Mountain
residents. The Fire Brigade is an essential part of our community. We need to make sure that the
Brigade endures for the foreseeable future.
The Fire Brigade’s deed stipulates that the Fire Brigade must maintain an active fire
department on its property. Without a fire department, the property may revert to the previous
owners.
The endowment fund and donations are more important than ever with less certainty about
the Art Fair’s ongoing ability to raise funds for the Fire Brigade because of unexpected events
such as the pandemic. Unless the pandemic continues or if there is some disaster, the Art Fair
should be able to fund the majority of the Brigade’s operating costs in the future, but endowment
funding will be a challenge. The Brigade’s Endowment Fund is separate from the Brigade’s
general operating expense fund. Our endowment fund is an invested pool of money that provides
a reliable source of income in perpetuity.
Please consider Including the Kings Mountain Fire Brigade in your estate plans. Just list the
Fire Brigade as a beneficiary in your will or trust, or make the Brigade a beneficiary for your IRA
or 401(k).
by Steve Johnson

Kings Mountain Fire Brigade Endowment Fund Donation Form
I would like to donate to the Fire Brigade Endowment Fund to help ensure the ongoing operation
of the Kings Mountain Fire Department and Community Center.
Name(s)____________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip____________________________________
Phone____________________________Email_____________________________
Amount $_______________ Please send your check to KMVFB Endowment Fund,
13889 Skyline Blvd, Woodside CA 94062.

Please make check payable to Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc.
Please note: All donations of $1,000 or more include a life membership in the
Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade.
If you plan to include the Fire Brigade in your estate plans, please check here______
All donations are tax deductible. The Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc. is a 501(c)( 3)
Tax Exempt organization. Tax ID 94-1650185. If you have any questions or need more
information please contact Steve Johnson at sfjohns@pacbell.net or 650-851-8447.
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Needless to say, there are no KMA Mid-Week Movie Nights for the time being. But we can
still enjoy some great films from the safety of our homes. Below are a few suggestions. You will
quickly figure out the common denominator to those listed below – they were all filmed in San Francisco. (As it turns out, all of this month’s selections are also available on Amazon, but that is purely a
coincidence.) We hope to see you again soon in person!
The Last Black Man in San Francisco. This extremely powerful and visually beautiful film is about
race, home and the changing nature of San Francisco. Directed by Joe Talbot, it tells the tale of
Jimmie Fails who dreams of reclaiming the Victorian home his grandfather built in a San Francisco
neighborhood that has since been gentrified. Aided by his best friend Mont, Jimmie struggles to find
his place in a rapidly changing city. Superbly acted, it features SF’s own Danny Glover in a supporting
role. While the other films in this list offer a glimpse of SF’s past, The Last Black Man gives us a cleareyed but poignant view of the present - full of street preachers, skateboarders, hipsters and displaced
artists - and offers us a chance to ponder the real meaning of “home”.
What’s Up Doc? Peter Bogdanovich’s madcap comedy starring Barbra Streisand and Ryan O’Neal
has the pacing and frenzied antics of a ‘30’s screwball comedy. This makes sense as Bogdanovich
was a film reviewer and student of cinema before becoming a director and was es-pecially taken with
the comedies of Howard Hawks, such as Bringing Up Baby. The film debuts Madeline Kahn and was
co-written by the late Buck Henry. Like any good screwball comedy, the plot – which has to do with
several plaid bags that get mistakenly swapped and re-swapped - is incidental to the fun. It all ends
with a memorable car/bike chase through the streets of 1972 San Francisco, which was meant to
spoof the chase in Bullitt. Besides being hilarious, the ending is also a nostalgic trip down memory
lane for anyone who was around The City back then.
Dark Passage. By the late 1940’s Hollywood was turning away from primarily shooting on back-lots
and was filming more on location. As a result, this stylish and moodily shot noir ably show-cases San
Francisco circa 1947. The plot has twists and turns galore as prison escapee Vincent Parry (Humphrey Bogart) searches for whoever framed him for murder, aided by the lovely Irene Jansen (Lauren
Bacall). Director Delmer Daves employs a first person point-of-view for the first part of the film, until
Bogart gets plastic surgery and his new face is revealed. The supporting cast features Agnes Moorehead who does her best to steal the show. Although this is sometimes viewed as the most unsubstantial of the four films Bogart and Bacall made together (which in-cludes To Have and Have Not, The Big
Sleep and Key Largo) it remains a prime example of at-mospheric mid-century film noir.
Harold and Maude. The first of the films shown for KMA Mid-Week Movie night, this little-known comedic gem continues to delight five decades after it was made. Director Hal Ashby’s improbable love
story takes place in the Bay Area, and settings include the Sutro Baths, the Marin Headlands and the
Emeryville mudflats. Ruth Gordon steals the show as the exuberant 79-year-old Maude who teaches
morbid 19-year-old Harold (Bud Cort) to appreciate life. Playfully grim, this is black comedy at its finest. Featuring the music of Cat Stevens.
Feel free to email me at jrix1727@gmail.com to share some of your favorite set-in-SF flicks (or just
favorite films, period) and I will include them in future columns. One cool way to enjoy films at home
and promote the arts is to “attend” a virtual film festival. The Oxford Film Festival is one example of a
fest that has put films online. There are some excellent offerings at
https://www.oxfordfilmfest.com/virtual-cinema-1. (I try to avoid web addresses in print, which involve
lots of typing, but that one is not too bad...) Enjoy!
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Kings Mountain Association Board Meeting
June 10, 2020
The June KMA Board Meeting was held online

Board Members Present: Cindy Oldham, Betsy Rix, Eric Soult, Jenn Soult, Amber Steele, Marlene
Stern. Regrets: Cindy Phelps, Holly Winnen.
Call to Order: Jenn called the Zoom meeting to order at 7:08 pm.
Secretary’s Report: The May minutes were approved online and published in the June Echo
Treasurer’s Report: Eric reported new memberships continue to come in and we are starting to use
QuickBooks.
Summer Barbecue: The Board decided to cancel the barbecue scheduled for mid-July. KMVFB,
which manages the building, reported that this event would violate the current San Mateo County
guidelines restricting gathering sizes.
Annual Vote for New KMA Board Members: The Board voted unanimously to conduct the annual
election, ordinarily held at the annual dinner in May, as a virtual vote. The ballot will be published in
the July Echo and members in good standing can mail, email or do a drop-off of their ballots. The
Board also voted unanimously to amend the by-laws to allow a virtual vote for officers, in the event
that the election cannot take place at the annual dinner as stated in the current by-laws. The by-law
change is as follows:
Article IX: General Rules of the Association, section 3, subsection (h) was added as follows: In
the event of a natural disaster, epidemic, pandemic or other community situation, which disallows
or halts the assembly of KMA members for the purpose of holding the Annual Meeting and vote of
board members, an online, paper or mail-in option can be instituted. (added 06/10/2020)
The KMA by-laws are available at http://kingsmountainonline.com/community/kma
Walk-Ins: Because the Board is conducting its meetings on Zoom, Jenn will send out notices on the
Yahoo group for any community members who wish to receive an invitation to attend a meeting.
KMA/KMAF Celebration: The Kings Mountain Art Fair will not be held as an in-person public event
this year, and KMA has had to cancel three regular events, so the idea of combining resources and
doing a community celebration, ideally on Labor Day Weekend, is being planned as a joint venture.
There are many unknowns, but an event that conforms with all County protocols, and probably
catered, is in the works.
Invasive Plant Night: Cleopatra Tuday from the San Mateo County Resource Conservation District
will be hosting a meeting about invasive plants on Wednesday, June 17th. This event was originally
scheduled for late March. The invitation will go out to the Yahoo group.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 pm.
*************
Ms. Tuday’s Zoom session was timely and most informative. If you missed it, KMA posted a Youtube
of her presentation here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KIsMfYIZQXU&feature=youtu.be
The KMA (Kings Mountain Association) now has an updated email address
kma@kingsmountainonline.com. We’d love to hear from you. Email us. The KMA exists to enhance
and benefit our community. Guests are welcome to the board meetings via Zoom, which are usually
on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm. Monthly meeting notes are posted in the Kings
Mtn Echo. We encourage residents to bring topic ideas and speakers to our attention.
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Annual KMA Board of Directors Election
Hello KMA Members,
Due to the impact and restrictions linked to COVID-19, the KMA has canceled many events,
including our May Annual Meeting and our Summer Barbecue. Please know, we miss all of you!
We, as a KMA Board, modified our long standing KMA Bylaws to allow us to accomplish our
annual vote while still keeping our community safe. Those modifications allow for a mail-in vote
when a natural disaster, epidemic or pandemic disallow or halt the assembly of KMA members
for the annual vote.
Below is your mail-in ballot – similar to the ballots seen at our annual meeting. We have two
new board members we would like to vote in – David Kaufman and Linda Elliott. There is also
space for a write-in. We also have two board members, myself and Cindy Oldham, who are up
for re-election as their terms are ending. All are three year terms. We ask that you put your
name and email address on the form to confirm your membership and validity of vote. (Without
that, your vote can’t be counted.) There are two votes per household membership.
Please note: If you are not a KMA member in good standing (good standing = paid 2020
dues) your vote will not count. If you haven’t already paid your 2020 KMA Membership, please
send it along with your ballot. Only votes received by July 24, 2020 will be counted.
No postage? No problem - simply put your ballot with your name and email on it in the box
we have place at the entrance of the community center! (Under the bulletin board where you
would typically enter the bldg. for a KMA event.)
In Community,
Jenn Soult
KMA Board President

Kings Mountain Association – 2020 Ballot
Your Name

Your Email Address

David Kaufman

Yes _____

No_____

Linda Elliott

Yes _____

No_____

Jenn Soult

Yes _____

No_____

Cindy Oldham

Yes _____

No_____

Write in: _________________________

Please mail ballot to: Kings Mountain Association, Annual Vote,
13883 Skyline Boulevard, Woodside, California 94062
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Join or renew your lapsed
Kings Mountain Association
Membership for 2020!
2020 KMA Membership Form

KMA@kingsmountainonline.com
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Art Fair 2020 – Planning and Progress
Of course, we would all prefer our in-person, in-the-redwoods,
gem of an art fair but that is not to be this year. So, we spent
June vigorously pursuing the possibility of a virtual art fair. Can
we do one? How successful can it be? What can we do when we cannot have our in-person
fair? Many art fairs and community fund-raisers are struggling with that question.
Our answer this year? On June 30, the Board voted to go ahead and TRY a Virtual Art
fair. Our goals are simple:
• To “show up” and hold our place in the Art Fair world - People will be looking to see
what the Kings Mountain Art Fair is going to do.
• To support the artists. Having a virtual fair shows our commitment to these
independent artists.
• To raise money for the fire department and school to the extent that is possible.
• To learn from this experience and to consider the implications of that learning for
future years.
We have made some progress
• Chris Ice (our Art Fair IT Chair) found and negotiated an awesome price with Booth
Central.com (check it out on line), an on-line virtual art fair platform.
• Sandy Shapero and her Marketing Team developed a marketing plan and budget
for a virtual fair.
• Carrie German (our Artists’ liaison) has begun work with the 2020 juried artists.
• Chris, Sandy, Bev and Carrie have begun the search for content for live-stream on
the Booth Central site. A “window” is available on the platform for our very special
Kings Mountain content.
• We are on Version #4 of a work plan to implement a virtual fair and our community
members are stepping up to help!
But we still have problems/challenges
• We need to find someone to produce/edit our live-stream! (See Echo ad)
• We need to develop creative content – Do YOU have any cool videos of the Fair?
• We need to train our artists, train our customers, and train ourselves.
It is a huge challenge to produce a virtual fair when there is so much to learn since
we have never done this before.
Next Steps
This month Art Fair Chairs will review the work plan and see how they might participate in
planning and implementation for a virtual fair. Knowing this community, we are optimistic
that we can do a good job. Wouldn’t it be great if we created the best virtual fair ever? Artist
feedback will tell us a lot.
We will be looking for volunteers to help. How? We will have a plan by July 30 so please
leave some space in your August calendars and on Labor Day Weekend! We are beginning
to contact people now to help with early steps.
If you have skills that might be helpful, please contact me at bjkabbott@aol.com. Thank
you!
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Help needed! Kings Mountain Virtual Art Fair 2020
We are proceeding with a Virtual Art Fair this year (see article in this Echo). We
have purchased an online platform – Booth Central, which will allow our artists to
show their art and connect with potential customers. We need someone who can
help us link together existing content, which shows Kings
Mountain and past Art Fair footage (YouTube videos,
drone footage, etc) and edit it so that it can live stream on
Booth Central during the virtual fair. Can you help?
The Kings Mountain Art Fair is run entirely by volunteers. We provide the primary support for our local volunteer fire department as well as being a significant
contributor to our local school. As those who have participated know, our efforts are
richly rewarded through our work with our neighbors and friends and our satisfaction of helping the Fire Brigade and our school.
Please contact bjkabbott@aol.com if you can help. We need you!

Google/Facebook Credits Needed for Art Fair Promotion
Can you Help?
As plans are evolving to host the Kings Mountain Art Fair on
-line, our social media campaign for the 2020 Art Fair is gaining
greater importance for a profitable outcome. We need to promote the fair in the most effective and cost-efficient manner
possible. Community members with connections to Google and
Facebook can be immensely important to this effort.
One of ways we’ve used to increase social media outreach is to use credits that Google and Facebook grant to
their employees. Both companies have a program that allows an employee to grant free advertising to their choice
of non-profits. Last year, 7 Google or Facebook employees donated their credits,
which allowed us to reach an audience that we had not reached before and at no
cost to the Fair. This very generous gift from our neighbors has a huge impact!
Our request is this: If you, a family member or a friend is an employee of Google
or Facebook, please consider asking them if they would be willing to donate their
August and September credits to the Art Fair. Many employees are not aware of
the program but Sheena can assist them in how to do it. We promise to make it as
easy as possible to help us out.
Just let us know NOW that you are an employee and Sheena will contact you
when it is closer.
Thanks in advance!
Sheena Mawson smmawson@gmail.com and Sandy Shapero sandy@toofar.net
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Proposed Ridge Trail Extension Would Open
SFPUC Peninsula Watershed Property
A draft Environmental Impact Report regarding
proposed changes to public access on Peninsula
Watershed property north and south of the 92/35 interchange is in review. Public comments on the Draft EIR
are currently being accepted through 5 p.m. on August
10, 2020. Written comments should be addressed to
Timothy Johnston, San Francisco Planning Department, 1650 Mission Street, Suite 400, San Francisco,
CA 94103, or emailed to timothy.johnston@sfgov.org.
At the close of the public review period, the San Francisco Planning Department will prepare a response to
comments document to answer all comments on the
Draft EIR presented at the public hearings and
received in writing during the review period.
Neighbors interested in understanding how changes to the existing Fifield-Cahill Ridge trail
and a proposed southern Skyline Boulevard Trail Extension could impact Kings Mountain can
also join the remote Planning Department hearing scheduled for Thursday, July 23rd. (See
flyer that follows). You can Stream: SFgovTV at https://sfgovtv.org/planning or provide public
comment through remote meeting call-in to 1.888.273.3658. The access code for the July 23rd
meeting was not yet posted prior to the Echo press deadline. Find it closer to the meeting date
at www.sfplanning.org, and then call the number above and the access code to get your concerns included in the comment document of the final EIR. The planning commission will consider this draft EIR, together with the responses to comments document (including revisions to
the draft EIR), in an advertised public meeting and will certify the two documents as the final
EIR if it is deemed adequate.
The Draft EIR with appendices can be found in the files section of the Kings Mountain
Groups.io site: https://groups.io/g/KingsMountainCommunity/files
These are very long documents but the “devil is in the detail” as usual. If you are concerned about the proposed level of visitor serving development being proposed, reading the
entire draft EIR and appendices will answer some of your questions. More importantly, reading
what issues have already been addressed will give you a factual basis on which to submit
questions and/or opinions during this public comment period. For example, although public notices suggest several options for access to the Southern Skyline Blvd Ridge Trail Extension
(SSBRTE) are under consideration, it seems that unrestricted access to holders of an annual
permit is clearly the planning department’s preferred option. Detailed reading also reports the
SFPUC “conservative” estimate of usage to be about 50,000 annual visitors or about 960 visitors per week. This usage scenario includes both trails but suggests the visitor count will vary
somewhat according to the several variant usage models under study.
It is useful to understand a bit about the history of this project. The SFPUC developed a
Peninsula Watershed Management Plan in 2001 to address the management of their vast watershed lands in a comprehensive, integrated manner. Improvements were constructed on the
Fifield-Cahill Ridge trail in subsequent years and docent-guided tours began in 2003. As constructed, that trail extends approximately 10 miles, from the Portola Gate at Sweeney Ridge to
Skyline Quarry near S.R. 92.The trail is accessible to small groups of hikers, bicyclists, or
equestrians (up to three groups of 20 people; fewer on horseback) up to three days per week
with a reservation and a trained docent or volunteer trail leader. At least one KM neighbor is a
trained volunteer guide to the Fifield-Cahill Ridge Trail and many residents (including your
Echo Editor), have hiked this awe-inspiring property. Unlike the huge build-up of visitors to Midpen properties along Skyline, the current level of restricted access to watershed property on
the mountain has created no traffic, trash or other problems for residents.
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The Draft EIR is in response to the Bay Area Ridge Trail Council’s request that the Bay
Area Ridge Trail be routed through a portion of the Peninsula Watershed. This resulted in a
“Notice of Preparation of an EIR” that detailed new parking facilities and increased access on
the Fifield-Cahill Ridge Trail, but only a “conceptual” level plan for a Southern Skyline Boulevard Ridge Trail Extension.
Many agencies, groups and individuals submitted comments at the public scoping hearing
held in 2016, including Caltrans, CalFire, Sierra Club, CA Department of Fish & Wildlife, Bay
Area Ridge Trail Council, Audubon Society, Urban Riders, Open SF Watershed, and Silicon
Valley Mountain Bikers. About a dozen Kings Mountain residents were among the individuals
present and their comments were included. Anyone can find their letters and written comments
in the body of the draft EIR. Thus, the draft EIR that has emerged already covers a huge range
of environmental issues, natural resource mitigations, water quality details, fire management
risk needs, extensive traffic issues, and noise disturbances that residents may be worried
about.
Among key takeaways is the focus on potentially hazardous conditions for pedestrians,
bicyclists, and equestrians at the Lifemark Road/S.R. 92 intersection to the north, and the S.R.
35/S.R. 92 intersection to the south. The SSBRTE project does not connect to the Fifield-Cahill
Ridge trail. It begins at a new 20-car parking lot, located immediately south of the existing Caltrans vista point parking area, and is accessed from S.R. 35. Additional points of entry to allow
servicing of Vault toilets and trail maintenance along the barb wire fenced trail will also be necessary. There is no exit at the Phleger terminus and visitors must turn around and return the
way they came. The trail appears to be 6 to 12 feet wide depending upon site topography.
Echo readers will find the transportation access options evaluated by Caltrans especially
mind boggling. However, the bottom line is that the Lifemark Road/S.R. 92 intersection represents the terminus of the Bay Area Ridge Trail segment north of S.R. 92 (i.e., extending from
the Fifield-Cahill ridge trail south through Skylawn Memorial Park). The S.R. 92/S.R. 35 intersection is located approximately 600 feet north of the project trailhead and parking lot for the
southern skyline ridge trail. The SFPUC does not propose to connect segments of the Bay
Area Ridge Trail north and south of S.R. 92, nor does it propose to facilitate or otherwise
encourage pedestrian, bicycle, or equestrian crossing of S.R. 92.
The Echo could not find any cost estimates in the draft EIR. The 2016 version was estimated to be many millions by the presenters at that meeting. Construction at that time was
expected to begin in January of 2018 and be finished in December. We can only guess that
the price today will be much greater. The draft EIR hinted at a new funding source, however,
your editor was more than a little bleary-eyed as she finished reading the EIR and Appendices.
I’m not certain that that is the case, thus estimated cost should probably be among comments
submitted by mountain residents.
At the close of this public comment period, a
comment and response document is expected to
be used as the Final EIR. It then must go through
several levels of certification including at the SF
Board of Supervisors level. If certified, the
SFPUC would consider project approval and
selection of a final access program configuration
for trails and amenities north and south of S.R.
92 based on information obtained through the
environmental analysis, additional cost and engineering feasibility considerations, and continued
Photograph of a King Mountain resident’s
community engagement. Many Mountain
house from the trail in the draft EIR.
neighbors will undoubtedly register for notifications during this long process.
It takes a mountain.
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1650 Mission Street, Suite 400 • San Francisco, CA 94103 • Fax (415) 558-6409

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
AND AVAILABILITY OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
Hearing Date:
Time:
Location:
Case Type:
Hearing Body:

Thursday, July 23, 2020
Not before 1:00 PM
Visit www.sfplanning.org for details
Environmental (Draft Environmental Impact Report)
Planning Commission

PROPERTY INFORMATION
Project Address: n/a
Cross Street(s): State Route 92/State Route 35
Block /Lot No.: Various
Zoning District(s): Various
Plan Area: SFPUC Peninsula Watershed

APPLICATION INFORMATION
Case No.:
2016-016100ENV
Building Permit: Not Applicable
Applicant/Agent: SFPUC
Scott MacPherson, Environmental
Project Manager
Telephone:
E-Mail:

(415) 551-4525
smacpherson@sfwater.org

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
A Draft environmental impact report (EIR) has been prepared by the San Francisco Planning Department in
connection with this project.
The project sponsor, the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC), proposes to improve and develop
recreational trails and associated facilities located within the Peninsula Watershed in central San Mateo County. The
Peninsula Watershed property is owned by the City and County of San Francisco and managed by the SFPUC. The
project is a component of the SFPUC’s Peninsula Watershed Management Plan. The project area includes watershed
lands along the Fifield-Cahill ridge trail, which is approximately 1.5 miles north of the State Route 92 (S.R. 92)/State
Route 35 (S.R. 35) intersection (north of the Skylawn Memorial Park), and watershed lands extending south from S.R.
92 approximately 6 miles to the Phleger Estate boundary and east from S.R. 35 a few hundred feet.
Primary project components proposed for areas north of S.R. 92 include a new 0.5-mile universal access loop trail
(that would provide Americans with Disabilities Act-compliant access and parking), and a 50-car parking lot and
restroom near the watershed’s Cemetery Gate, as well as the transfer of a public access easement (from the Bay Area
Ridge Trail Council to the SFPUC) along an existing segment of the Bay Area Ridge Trail through Skylawn Memorial
Park. Project components proposed for areas south of S.R. 92 include a new 6-mile southern skyline ridge trail along
S.R. 35, a 20-car parking lot, and two restrooms. Along the proposed southern skyline ridge trail, the SFPUC would
install a prefabricated bridge to span a gulch that intersects the trail alignment.
The SFPUC is considering multiple public access program configurations with differing levels of restrictiveness. These
access programs would apply to existing and new trail areas north and south of State Route 92, and cover a range of
potential access controls – from supervised to unsupervised.
The project site is not included on any of the lists compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the California Government
Code.
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Kings Mountain Garden Club
July 2020
Gardening has become the way many mountain neighbors put their extra energy to good use
while sheltering in place. The results of these efforts are blooming everywhere and no doubt giving many a sense of satisfaction about time well spent. As we learned from last month’s KMA
zoom meeting with Biologist Cleopatra Tuday, invasive plants can be extremely frustrating to
gardeners. This month, our KM Garden Club president, Jean Farmwald offers some ecologically
sound and practical tips gardeners can use to frustrate landscape interlopers.

Pests in and around your garden.
by Jean Farmwald
Weeds - Never buy Roundup again! For an all-natural 'Weed-Be-Gone'
Here is a simple and effective homemade recipe for weed spray:
1 gallon vinegar
2 cups Epson salt
1/4 cup Dawn dish soap (the blue original)
Mix and add to a spray bottle. Spray in the morning after the dew has evaporated. Go back after
dinner and the weeds will be gone!
Ants - Ants are important natural enemies of many insect pests. However, they can be troublesome in the orchard and garden when feeding on the sweet exudates of honeydew-producing
pests, such as aphids, scales, mealy bugs and whiteflies. Placing a sticky barrier (Tanglefoot) on
the trunks of trees/shrubs helps. They must be applied frequently as the sticky becomes ineffective when covered with dust and debris.
Here is a recipe for a problem outdoors and when the ants find their way indoors. This is not an
immediate fix as it takes time for the scout ant to come feed and then take it back to the nest. It
could take several days to several weeks.
1/2 t. boric acid powder
9 t. table sugar
1 c. hot water.
Place the liquid in a shallow/almost flat dish.
The Kings Mountain Garden Club welcomes all neighbors interested in learning what to grow
in our differing microclimates. We have changed the club membership year to begin each July.
This will be permanent from 2020, moving forward. All members from 2019 will remain active until July 2020 when dues are collected. (See Membership form below to join or renew.)
Because of the uncertainty of groups gathering any time in the near future, we encourage
you to contact these members of our KMGC “help squad” to answer your flower and vegetable
garden questions during these SIP months: Jean Farmwald - jean.farmwald@gmail.com, Betty
Johnson - 415-412-8447, Marguerite Kaufman - kaufman@cs.stanford.edu

Kings Mountain Garden Club Membership Application/Renewal
Name(s) _________________________________________
Address___________________________________________
City____________________ State ________________ Zip ______________
Phone____________________________ Email ___________________________
Send this application and a check for $10.00 to:
Kings Mountain Garden Club
Attn. Betty Johnson, Treasurer
12200 Skyline Blvd., Woodside CA 94062
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Mountain Artists
Application for Kings Mountain Art Fair
Labor Day Weekend - 2020
September 5, 6, and 7
Admission Requirements and Fee
1. Must be a current Kings Mountain resident (geographical area by Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire
Brigade District) OR
2. A “childhood resident” of Kings Mountain as defined by:
a. His/her parents are currently Kings Mountain residents AND
b. He/she grew up on Kings Mountain AND he/she is either:
● A full time student (on actual dates of the Art Fair)
o Name of school ___________________________________________
o Proof of current student status. Photocopy of student Identification card covering
the period of the Art Fair must be attached to application.
● A member of the Military or National Service.
o Branch of Service_________________________________________
o Proof of current Military or National Service. Photocopy of identification card
covering the period of the Art Fair must be attached to the application.
3. Must be handmade goods, made by the Artist.
4. Must submit a $10.00 entry fee with this application.
Make checks payable to KINGS MOUNTAIN ART FAIR.
A 10% donation of your sales will be given to the Kings Mountain Community.
Date______________________
Name_______________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________
Telephone___________________
Email Address___________________________________
Website Address_________________________________
Type of Artwork/Media you are entering (new artists must submit photos with
application)_______________________________________________________________________
Price range of Art/Products_______________________________________________________________

Signature_____________________________
Submit your application and entry fee to:
Holly Winnen
320 County Road
Woodside, CA, 94062

Application due date is July 15, 2020
Notification of Acceptance/Non Acceptance
will be sent out by August 1, 2019

Any questions? Call: 415 412-2806 or Email: winnen6@comcast.net
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The good news is that kids will return to KMES to begin the 2020-2021
school year on Thursday, August 13th. What a safe return will look like will be
better understood following the Cabrillo District Board meeting on July 16th. This
is what we know about the school reopening plan so far:
•
•

•

•
•

Like every public school in California, KMES must implement many
COVID-19 protocols in order to reopen safely.
Happily, the American Academy of Pediatrics has verified the importance
of on-site learning; concluding, “The academic, physical and mental upsides associated with returning children to schools outweigh the risks.”
The Cabrillo District reopen schools planning has been developed in accordance with guidelines from both the California Department of Education and the SM County Office of Education.
Focus groups, parent surveys and a steering committee (including two
KMES parents) provided input at every level
The final reopening plan will very likely include some sort of hybrid
model combining distance and in person learning for all students. This
is consistent with new school year plans at most schools around
California.

As the Echo goes to press, KMES parents are evaluating and responding to the latest class/hours/day/learning
model proposed for our school. The most recent district
survey sent to parents put forward multiple learning models
(schedules) in order to allow parents to indicate their preferences.
So, as we await news from the July 16th board meeting, KMES teachers and KMAP have not stopped preparations for another strong year at our mountain school. The
addition of transitional Kindergarten is going forward as
planned. New TK and K parents have received letters of
welcome from Site Coordinator and teacher Debbie Silveria. To begin ramping up for outdoor classroom teaching
within guidelines for safe return to on-site teaching, KMES
has purchased surf desks and seating mats that will allow
students to be properly distanced outside. Interest in our
mountain school remains high, and virtual campus tours have been conducted
throughout the summer.
It’s a new year with a new set of daunting circumstances. However, like the
little train, we will remain the “little school that could.” It takes a mountain.
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July 2020
by
Marty Eisenberg

REMEMBERING WHEN: I took another fishing excursion last week to Siskiyou County. I
stopped by a little antique shop. Incredibly it had a complete set one of the of Burma Shave advertising slogan signs. Remember when you could drive along 2-lane state highways like Hwy 49 or Hwy
99 and see a series of signs offering drivers a safety message in form of a rhyme and ending with a
“Burma Shave” sign? Each sign would consist of 3 or 4 words, white lettering on a red background,
on signposts about car-window height. A group of signs would be posted, each about 75 to 100 feet
apart. As families drove along they could read the message of the signs. The last sign of the group
always read “BURMA SHAVE”. Examples of these clever advertising tools were messages like:
HARDLY A DRIVER// IS NOW ALIVE// WHO PASSED ON HILLS// AT 75//BURMA SHAVE; or IT’S
BEST FOR ONE // WHO HITS THE BOTTLE // TO LET ANOTHER // USE THE THROTTLE //
BURMA SHAVE//.
Burma Shave came along in the 1930’s as the first brushless shaving cream. It was sold in a
tube. The young son of the company founder urged his father to let him try a gimmick of highway
signs as a way to introduce and promote the product. Dad gave son a $200.00 budget and the signs
became a great success. Sales of Burma Shave soared! Slogan signs were first erected along
Route 66 and were soon to be found along state highways across the country; sometimes just nailed
to the wooden posts of the barbed wire highway right-of-way boundary fencing. Other companies
sought to mimic Burma Shave’s roadside signage but never with the same originality or success.
The presidency of Dwight D. Eisenhower (1953-1961) was the beginning of a gradual end for the
Burma Shave signs. Eisenhower pressed Congress to create and fund an Interstate Highway
System. The system redirected travelers to high-speed roadways incompatible with the modestsized Burma Shave signs. And with the Interstates came the progeny of Burma Shave signs –
billboards!
TRICKS
SINGLE SOCKS: Do you have a bunch of single socks in your sock drawer and can’t believe
you’ve misplaced so many socks over the course of a few months (or years)? I’m convinced that if
someone created a dating website for single socks they’d quickly become a billionaire! But, if you’re
like me and not so enterprising, here’s a trick I use to remarry my single socks. Gather up ALL the
single socks in the sock drawer. You’ll probably remarry a few of them in the process. Take the singles, put a rubber band around them, and set them off to one side of the drawer. As more single
socks appear in your laundry, try to match them up to the ones banded together. If there’s no match,
add them to the banded bundle. That bundle will soon shrink to a fraction of its former size!
LOOSE KEYS: When we have keys made, we often resist paying that extra $1.00 for a plastic
tag to attach to the key to write upon it in teeny lettering information about the key. That’s because
we know we will remember what the key is for so there’s no need for a tag and who wants to pay
$1.00 to tag a $1.89 key anyway? Well, try this instead! When you get home with that key, take one
of those black binder clips (with little chrome “handles”) out of your “miscellaneous stuff (aka junk)
drawer” (or out of your desk drawer if you’re organized). The little chrome handles can be squeezed
sideways to come off the black spring steel clip to which they are attached. Slide that new key onto
the chrome “handle” and put the “handle” back onto the binder clip. You now have a nice big binder
clip surface upon which to slap a piece of masking tape or gummed label on which you can write information about the key. Cost of a medium binder clip: 10 – 20 cents!
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July 2020 Kings Mountain Community Calendar
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The Kings Mountain Echo is published monthly by the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc, a non-profit,
volunteer organization. The Editor is Eileen Fredrikson. All opinions are those of the commentator/writer and not
those of the publisher.
Echo submissions should be emailed to eileenfredrikson@comcast.net Please reference “the Echo” in the
subject line. The Echo deadline is the 26th of each month. The editor retains discretion to edit all submissions for
space and content.
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