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Hello Neighbors:
Happy 4th of July! The Echo hopes everyone celebrated the holiday with just the right amount of
fun, family and time off to feel renewed. It appears that lots of mountain folk chose the homespun
charm of the Half Moon Bay parade to kick off their holiday. Who was that guy with a beautiful
woman and her dog in his side car driving down Main Street? Why I think is was Uncle Sam Mann.
And wasn’t that Joe Rockmore towing a smashingly decorated sailboat for the HMB Yacht Club? It
seems decorated vehicles, further adorned by Alma Fletcher and Carol Forster, representing the
American Association of University Women, even captured a blue ribbon. Good job ladies!
As we pulled together the various pieces of this issue, we realized that it too was a celebration…a
celebration of community. We’ve reached that point in the mountain year where we’ve graduated
another class from KMES and the build up to produce the 56th Annual Kings Mountain Art Fair is fully
upon us. This “all hands-on deck” volunteer event has become quite prestigious and incredibly complex to operate. Hosting thousands of visitors to our otherwise understated neighborhood truly “takes
a mountain.” Readers will find pages crafted by hard working KMAF chairpersons calling out to all of
us (including friends and relatives) to “join the fun” by staffing many enticing jobs that need your free
labor (Pages 3-6). The bottom line, however, is that our collective efforts over Labor Day Weekend
measurably enhance the lives of all residents. Art Fair revenues fund our most vital services: fire protection (see page 15), as well as our Community Center and local school. We are forest dwellers
without an urban core. Our multi-purpose fire station/CC provides the mountain version of core;
allowing us to live both in splendid isolation and community. Likewise, Kings Mountain Elementary
School, which is enriched by special program funding, is unlike any other school in the district. See
“Only on the mountain end of school year” graduation (pages 22-23) to get the picture. Recent KMA
hosted events (page 24) and upcoming ones: Neighborhood Summer Party (page 21), Movie Night
(page 20) and Blood Drive (page 19) use the CC as our gathering place. Even the sad passing of Dot
McClary (page 14) depicts the strength and reason to celebrate our unique community. Dot was one
of the thoroughly amazing group of 1960s neighbors who physically built our fire station/CC, pounding nails, sheet rocking, plumbing, wiring and more during every weekend for years. In a 2013 letter,
Dot recalled, “My memories are too many and so full of wonder that what was accomplished is a
tribute to a GREAT COMMUNITY.” We newbie residents reap the benefits of that generation of
mountain folk.
So, come enjoy some good food and music at the KMA Summer Party on Sunday, July 14th, while you sign up for Art Fair
Volunteer shifts and for the KMES Cookie Baking extravaganza.
Volunteering for Community benefit is our legacy. Keep it strong.
Stay well and stay engaged,
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist

Pat & Larry Mann in Parade on July 4th

56th

CELEBRATING 56 YEARS!
1963-2019

LABOR DAY WEEKEND
AUGUST 31 & SEPTEMBER 1 & 2

Please volunteer to work at the 2019 Art Fair!
We are celebrating 56 years of Volunteering. The Art Fair
supports of our amazing Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire
Department and the Kings Mountain Firehouse/Community
Center. It also provides important enrichment program funding
for Kings Mountain Elementary School.
Please read this Echo for detailed descriptions of jobs
where we need you!
Become a part of our vitally important ALL Volunteer community event.
Invite new neighbors, family and friends. All are welcome to
join in the fun at our KMAF and work with us.
You can sign up for as many jobs or shifts as you would like,
just please know your own schedule. Try not to sign up for two
positions at one time. We are all very busy and we would have
to find another person to take your place.
Any questions? Please feel free to call me or email me:
Patty O’Connell, tel. 851-8947 OConnells@msn.com

See you at the 56th Art Fair!
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KINGS MOUNTAIN 56TH ART FAIR
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: SIGN UP FOR GREAT, FUN JOBS!

WELCOMING COMMITTEE: THALEA & DAVID TORRES 851-1197
thaleaz@yahoo.com
Volunteers are needed to welcome our artists to help direct them to their spaces. Help
is needed on Thursday and Friday before the fair begins on Saturday of Labor Day
weekend. We need the most help on Friday all day, but also we could use a few volunteers midday on Thursday to help with the artists who arrive early. Lastly, if you are an
early bird, we can use help from 7:00 am to 9:00 am on Saturday, the first day of the
fair, to guide the last minute arrivals. This is a great way to meet our artists!

ARTIST REGISTRATION: PAT WURSTER 851-2272
mtnkmeper1@comcast.net
Another great way to get acquainted with the artists. Volunteers are needed on Friday,
August 31st from 1:00 pm in the afternoon and on Saturday morning, September 1st
from 7:00 am until about 9:30 am. Once again, a great job for a night or morning
person.

KIDDIE HOLLOW: PAT MANN 851-3598 lnpmann@gmail.com
If you don’t like getting your hands dirty with paint, glitter or glue, this may not be the
place to volunteer. But if you like to put smiles on the faces of multitudes of children,
this is the place for you! Kiddie Hollow is designed to give kids a place where they can
have fun away from the breakables while their parents browse (and hopefully buy!).
Kiddie Hollow will have a youth group helping, but we can use extra volunteers on
morning shifts 9:45-1:15 am or afternoon 1:00-4:30. Local students are given 2-3 extra
community service hours to take to their schools.
Also, residents who have small children and want to volunteer in another area, your
children are welcome in Kiddie Hollow so that you can serve the Art Fair.
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SHUTTLE RIDERS: HANK STERN, HankDStern@gmail.com (650) 228-8479
NICK KROMAT Nick.Kromat@gmail.com (650) 295-9386
Shuttle hosts (and hostesses) are needed!
For those of you who enjoy riding a cable car
for 2 hours in the redwoods, helping the public get around the Kings Mountain Art Fair,
and providing information to shuttle riders, we
have just the job for you. Duties include being
the first Kings Mountain residents welcoming
the public to the Art Fair, answering many
questions like, "will we get to see any banana
slugs?" and helping people on and off the
shuttles. No driving at all, (we leave this to the professionals).
Host and Hostesses are needed for 2 hour shifts Saturday, Sunday, and Monday,
along with some help with signage on Friday and Tuesday.

BOOTH SITTTING AMBER STEELE & SARAH CARLSON (650) 479-4757
kmaf-booth-sitters@googlegroups.com
Live Schedule (see openings here https://tinyurl.com/KMAF-Booth-Sitters-2019),
then email Amber your requests Give the Artists a Break! As a booth-sitter, you provide a much-needed service to our artists by helping to keep them fed, hydrated, and
comfortable. Booth sitters aid artists by fetching food and/or beverages or by standing
in for a few minutes while an artist leaves their booth to respond to nature's call. It's a
great way to meet the artists and Art Fair visitors! Artists regard Kings Mountain Art
Fair as one of the best, in part because of the booth sitter support that we provide.
Come and join our team!
T-shirts and the Information Center share a beautiful new “T-Info” set up at the firehouse, but each has separate volunteers. Sign up
for as many roles and shifts as you wish.

T-SHIRTS & COMMEMORATIVES
META TOWNSLEY meta320@gmail.com
This is a great volunteer position for those that
always wanted to try out merchandising, wish to be
located close to the beer booth, and like to chat with
the fair guests. Shifts are Sat/Sun/Mon: 9:00-11:30
am, 11:30 am–2:30 pm, 2:30-5:00 pm. Come have
some fun.

INFORMATION CENTER: LIZ GANNES lizgannes@gmail.com
If you like people, this is a fantastic place to be. Think of yourself as a KM Art Fair
Community Ambassador and host, greeting guests, answering questions about the
Fair and about our phenomenal Kings Mountain community. You’ll help guests who
lose their way, get separated from friends and family, need an ATM and lose or find
keys, cameras, and purchases. Volunteers needed Sat., Sun., and Mon., 9:00-11:30;
11:30-2:30 and 3:00-5:00 pm.
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COOK SHACK aka GRILL 56: CINDY PHELPS 851-4157
cindysemail@rocketmail.com
Breakfast & lunch crews: The Art Fair food service needs YOU to help us feed the
hungry masses (and the volunteers as well!) Your help is needed for both Breakfast
and Lunch. Jobs: servers, grill masters, food prep,
cashiers, condiment set up, coffee servers, bunner/
baggers, tray washing, ice cream monitors, and light
clean up chores. Every job is important (and we
have lots of them), so please sign up for as many
time slots as you can manage. There are 3 shifts
per day from 7:00 am to 5:00 pm.
Have loads of fun working with other friendly
and energetic folks and meet your neighbors.
Let’s make this another memorable Art Fair on
Kings Mountain!

UPPER BEV/BEER BOOTH: DENNIS RUBY todmruby@gmail.com
LOWER BEVERAGE/BEER BOOTH aa@quid.pro
This is a call out for sign-ups for Upper & Lower Beverage Booths:
Saturday 8/31, Sunday 9/1, and Monday 9/2.
Please note that the shift times are different between Upper and Lower Booths
UPPER Bev Booth: 9:30 am - 12:00 pm, 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm, 3:00 pm - 5:30 pm
Upstairs inside Bay One of the Fire Station. The action here is a bit mellower than that
of the lower Bev Booth with swings in level of activity throughout the day.
LOWER Bev Booth: 9:30 am - 11:30 am, 11:30 am - 2:30 pm, 2:30 pm - 5:30 pm
Adjacent to Grill 56. The action here can be described as “organized chaos”, especially
during the lunch crunch. All of the fun of the Cook Shack without the heat (and lots
more soda and beer).
Please email the appropriate Booth Scheduler directly with the Day and Time you
would like to work:
UPPER BEV/BEER BOOTH: DENNIS RUBY todmruby@gmail.com
LOWER BEVERAGE/BEER BOOTH: ANDREW ANKER aa@quid.pro
There you have it. Think about it…but not too long or opportunity will pass you by!
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ART FAIR ZERO WASTE PROGRAM:
KEN MCINTIRE 851-5935 callippe2@comcast.net
EILEEN KIM 315-3344 eileen.kim@yahoo.com
If you love our beautiful mountain environment, this is
the job for you! We help keep the fair clean and pristine by helping visitors to sort and reduce landfill trash.
These days, trash is a resource to be sorted and sent
to the appropriate compost and recycler systems. Our
goal to send as little trash to the landfill as possible -to work towards a Zero Waste Fair.
Volunteers help fair goers sort out their discards into
compostables, recyclables and trash. At the same
time, we help educate people about how and why we
are attempting to recycle or compost all of our resources. We also need a few hearty
souls to carry bags from various locations at the fair down to our dumpsters.
Please sign up for a couple of shifts and help us reach this year's goal of 80% diversion from the landfill. We work in 2 hour shifts starting at 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00
pm, 2:00 pm and 4:00 pm on Saturday, Sunday, and Monday. Also Friday, at 8:00 am
and 10:00 am, and Tuesday at 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 12:00 pm. Please sign up!
Please feel free to invite new neighbors, friends and relatives to come and join in the
fun. We have community service credits for high school students.
For all of you volunteers, please bring your own reusable water bottle. Zero Waste is
working hard to transition to a plastic-free fair, and would appreciate your help. The
earth thanks you!

You can sign up for
as many jobs or shifts as you
like…just please keep track and
try not to double book yourself.
Your community needs you!
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The Kings Mountain Art Fair Marketing Team
Erin Bixler Baumgartner, Carrie German, Sheena Mawson, Cindy Oldham, Sandy Shapero, Meta Townsley
Special thanks to Werner Glinka AND Logan Rockmore!
We continue to fine-tune our marketing efforts.
Our goal is to target the art-loving customer
living in the Bay Area.
Advertising: We choose the publications that
have performed the best for us: The Almanac,
Palo Alto Weekly, Bay Area News Group
(Mercury News), SFGate, Los Altos Art & Wine
Festival Magazine and Metro Silicon Valley. Last
year, we added 4 print ads in the Sunday
Chronicle 4 weeks before the Fair, which
brought in SF buyers so we will repeat. We
added Los Gatos Weekly and Saratoga News to
target the potential South Bay art buyer.
Social Media: There will be daily posts on
Facebook and Instagram. Please “like” and
share posts. We hope to Livestream (live video
interviews) KMES cookie baking on Facebook.
We are looking for KM employees of Google
and Facebook to help us defray our social
media advertising costs (see the Echo notice).
NEW!!!! Website: The Art Fair website was created 20 years
ago by 7th grader, Logan Rockmore. He continues to be our
masterful and amazing Webmaster, no matter where he is in
the US. It has been 10 years since the website has been
redesigned and longtime resident, Werner Glinka, has
generously donated his web design services to give it a new
look. 62% of visitors to the website are viewing it on a cellphone
so we are optimizing for that customer. We plan to launch the
new website by August 1. Thank you to Werner for giving his
time and energy even though he lives in Minneapolis now and
thank you to Logan for continuing to manage this all-important
tool for bringing people to the Fair!

Postcards: Our postcards will be inserted into
The Almanac, Palo Alto Weekly, and Half Moon
Bay Review, available by delivery and on
newsstands. Postcards are also available at the
Ritz Carlton HMB and Sam’s Chowder House.
The Postcards are mailed out to over 6,000
prior visitors and Sunset magazine lists. Our
artists are provided postcards to distribute to
their customers and at other art fairs. Postcards
will be at the Community Center for residents
to distribute.
Press: The Fair received extensive press
coverage last year (Almanac, HMB Review, and
Mercury News). We are targeting 7 newspapers
for Art Fair coverage.

-7-

Calendar Listings: The Fair will be listed in 3540 local online websites.

Art Fair 2019 Kick-off Meeting Held on June 2
We are ramping up for Art Fair 2019 – Year 56 for Engine
56. Our Kick-off Meeting was held on Sunday, June 2. An ener56th
getic and enthusiastic group of Art Fair Committee Chairs met
and went over plans for the summer preparations and anticipated changes this year. Here are a few highlights. Our Zero
Waste team is not resting on past successes but is pushing forward with new strategies in part driven by changes in China’s
policies on what they will accept but also driven by a desire to move from “fantasy recycling” to zero waste. Among the changes they are considering are refill stations for water
bottles and entirely compostable utensils. Marty Eisenberg (Cook Shack), Ken McIntire
and Linda Hennessey (Zero Waste) have already conferred and will continue to plan.
Eileen Kim, who is stepping up to help will be investigating reusable water bottles or water
stations with Larry Mann (Grounds) and Marty.
T-Info (T-Shirts and Information) will get another new booth thanks to Bill Alan
(Grounds) and Liz Gannes is helping back up Marlene Stern while Stacy McCarthy is on
“Maternity Leave” (sort of, she is still weighing in). T-Shirts are in design discussions now.
Chris Ice (IT) along with his sidekick Sumit Roy have improved our Wi-Fi by reducing networks from 4 to 2 and upgrading to “stadium antennas” with 5Ghz capability, along with
other configuration changes and updates recommended by Cisco and Apple for "highdensity" deployments. The Wi-Fi will be available to artists (so that they can process payments, etc.) and to Art Fair Chairs to conduct our business during Art Fair. The Wi-Fi will
not be available to patrons or volunteers, but AT&T and Verizon work on the grounds for
those who need to be connected during their time at the Art Fair. Pat Mann (Kiddie Hollow)
is thinking through her plan to get volunteers, as there have been some changes in
sources. If you have ideas please let her know. Betty Johnson (Grounds Beautification)
has already started buying and nourishing plants. Bow Papanos has 21 Mountain Artists
signed up with the hopes of more soon. Cindy Phelps will bring together a group of chairs
to figure out how shifts match or don’t match as volunteers move between assignments.
A Big Announcement was made. Dennis Ruby who has headed the Beverage Team
will retire at the end of this Art Fair after 27 years (more on that later) and Andrew Anker
will be taking over this role. They are already working on their plan for the transition. Dennis’s plan: If it goes well Dennis gets the credit, if it goes poorly Andrew gets the blame.
Andrew’s plan: If it goes well Andrew gets the credit, if it goes poorly Dennis gets the
blame. We all have great confidence in both of them so we are sure they will move beyond
this initial draft plan.
You can see that Art Fair Chairs have been thinking and acting all year to make Art
Fair 2019 a success. If some of the chairs are not mentioned it is because they did not
have any updates at this meeting (See marketing article in this issue). Closer to the Art
Fair we will have a list of Chairs in the Echo so you can check and see who is doing what.
In the meantime, do not hesitate to contact me with questions.
We can be so grateful that we have community members who continue in these jobs
and new ones who step up to take posts or fill in. Thank you Art Fair Chairs!

Introducing New Committee Chair Amber Steele: Booth Sitting Chair
With Jeanne Carlson moving on to become the Treasurer for the Art Fair, Booth Sitting
needed a new chair to share the assignment with Sarah. Jeanne recommended Amber
Steele, and she is willing to take on this job, which requires organizing the volunteers and
being at the Art Fair a lot!
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Amber and her husband Steev have been on the mountain since 2013
and immediately adopted the Kings Mountain volunteer ethos. Amber
currently serves on the KMA board of directors, maintaining both their
Facebook page and Kings Mountain on Nextdoor. At Art Fair, Amber and
Steev have volunteered in various capacities, finally landing on regular
assignments in booth sitting because they enjoy walking around the Fair
and talking to the artists and customers. They learned about the Art Fair
the first year they were here, because their neighbor Jean Turri went to
their door during Art Fair and said, “You cannot miss this!” (Good job Jean!)
Jeanne learned about some of Amber’s skills through their shared book club. Amber is
a tenured professor at Skyline College in San Bruno. She leads the Dance Program teaching Contemporary Modern, Jazz, Choreography, Dance History, Pilates and yoga with a
focus on technique for wellness. She also serves as Choreographer, Artistic Director and
Coordinator for the biannual Dance Concerts, Performing Arts Showcases, and Spring Musicals. Her job involves recruiting volunteers, organizing them, and directing or co-directing
the shows in her department. She is the only full-time person in the dance program, which
means she has lots of responsibilities.
When Amber and Steev were looking for a house to buy they looked at 119 properties
– about 11 or 12 per weekend. Amber says their current home “was our joke property,” because it was listed in Woodside, and it did not seem it was located in Woodside, so we figured it must be some sort of a con.” They looked at many properties “down the hill” that
were “beige and yellow” and were flipped properties. Then they finally came up here to
check it out and were “enchanted and terrified” because they did not consider themselves
“handy people” and the house would need work. After they saw it, Amber found herself
drawing pictures of trees in their soon-to-be front yard, musing on the redwoods while at
work. With a little encouragement from Steev’s Mom and Step-Dad, they decided to buy it.
Regarding the “handy” piece, Amber said, “We’ve learned!”
Steev and Amber feel that they have never had a community like this, and so they plan
to stay forever, and we are glad to hear that. Welcome Amber to the Art Fair Chairs and,
Steev, we know you will be an A#1 volunteer for Booth Sitting!

Beverage Booth Transition by Dennis Ruby
After having been involved with Beverage Service (BS - how perfect)
for a very long time, I am turning over the responsibility to Andrew
Anker. Andrew has been a part of the beverage service for about fifteen
years and overseeing the lower Beverage Booth with Alan during part of
that service. Therefore, Andrew has met the fifteen year probation
period and as such will now be responsible for all things that apply to Art
Fair beverages.
During my Art Fair tenure I have had an opportunity to meet and work with the many
wonderful people who live up here. Most of the BS volunteers volunteer year after year for
multiple shifts as well as days of the Fair (it just might have something to do with the fringe
benefits). Also in the last few years I have begun to see the children (now adults) of my
volunteers signing up to serve beer and wine! I love it. However, I cannot stay around to
see the grandkids signing up to serve beer and wine and so off I go. I will still be involved
with the Beverage Service just to a lesser extent on the management side. I will also continue to handle sign-ups for the Upper Bev Booth this year.
Thank you one and all for a fun and challenging experience throughout these many
years.
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A New Look for Art Fair 56: Booth Numbering
Looking for your favorite artist? You may need to look for a new number and maybe
even a new spot. How is it that even after 55 years, we still find something to change that
hopefully is an improvement? This year we decided to abandon a few unworkable booths
and replace them with others but keep the overall total the same. Rather than try to
squeeze goofy numbers in (105A or 97.5), it seemed a good opportunity to renumber almost all of them. One of the earlier numbering systems was designed so that the Fire Department was in Booth 56 (get it?). That became unworkable due to shifting booths.
To minimize the impact, the next re-numbering attempted to keep as many of the numbers the same as before, but this led to the need to skip numbers. For instance, the south
path in the woods were 70-79, the east woods path was 80-89, the top of the hill was the
90's, painters skipped from 116 and began at 120. To keep things balanced, the numbers
alternated with the evens on one side of the path and the odds on the other, like street addresses, which compounded the skipping. This caused confusion for some or maybe
many.
This time around, the numbers are sequential, going down one side of the path and up
the other. The parking lot “outer circle” is the same with the zigzag beginning at 37 and
then snaking off into the woods. There are still some anomalies but we think that overall it
is in better order.
We’ll see how this works and, as always, keep doing it until we get it right! Your job is
to see if you can figure out what was removed and what was added. We welcome your input, including the possibility of naming the trails.
Carrie German

3rd Call: Looking for Google/Facebook Credits for Art Fair Promotion
We are starting to plan our social media campaign for the 2019 Art Fair. We try to promote
the fair in the most effective and cost-efficient manner.
One of the ways we do that is to use credits that Google and Facebook grant to their
employees. Both companies have a program that allows an employee to grant free advertising to their choice of non-profits. Last year, Liz Gannes, Kate Rouch, and another
Google KM employee donated their credits, which allowed us to reach an audience that we
had not reached before and at no cost to the Fair. It is a very generous gift.
Our request is this: If you, a family member or a friend is an employee of Google or
Facebook, please consider asking them if they would be willing to donate their August and
September credits to the Art Fair. Many employees are not aware of the program but
Sheena can assist them in how to do it. We promise to make it as easy as possible to help
us out. Thanks in advance!
Sheena Mawson and Sandy Shapero smmawson@gmail.com, sandy@toofar.net

Artist Hosting- 2nd Call
The Art Fair is gathering speed! One of the much appreciated amenities that we offer
to our artists from all over the country (and Canada) is local housing. We are seeking more
neighbors interested in joining our group who open their homes to the artists Labor Day
Week end. Their needs vary from parking for a fully self-contained RV, space to park a van
or pitch a tent with access to a bathroom, to an actual room in your home. Remuneration is
between you and the artist. Call or email me if you are interested and tell me what you
have to offer. We have some artist requests that remain unfilled. It really is a delight to be
able to get to know these talented people better.
Thanks, Carrie German, KMAF Admin. Assistant
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A Change in 2019 Art Fair – The Music in Painters’ Hollow
For years, we have been fortunate to have the beautiful harp music of
Aryeh Frankfurter in Painters’ Hollow, but this year that will change.
Below is a letter (slightly abbreviated) that we received from Aryeh.
Hi Kings Mountain,
Thank you for sending along the invitation to return to Kings
Mountain Art Fair. As we discussed when I was there last
year, I have decided that I need to close one chapter and
open others in my life and I will not be attending/performing
at the 2019 KMAF. Partly, because I have moved to Oregon,
the trek to SF Bay Area is much more expensive and
intense…
Aryeh Frankfurter
The Kings Mountain Art Festival has been
one of the most special and favorite events I performed over the
past 20 years or so. It has been an honor and privilege to be a part
of such a wonderful event and community. It has been a truly wonderful experience to perform in such a setting and share my music
to such large audiences who attend.
…….
I want to wish you and the KMAF and the Kings Mountain community the warmest wishes, gratitude and appreciation for providing me with the opportunity to perform for the attendees of the art festival.
Wishing you and KMAF the very best for prosperous and successful future.
With fondness and affection,
Aryeh Frankfurter (www.lionharp.com)
Aryeh has been in the show since at least 2000. He was a
great help in finding us a replacement in Scott Williams
(www.hammerhands.com). Scott plays the hammered dulcimer,
which is another unique stringed instrument. We feel he will be
a good fit for our show and are grateful to Aryeh for his help in
finding this excellent new talent.
Thank you, Aryeh, for all you have done to grace our Fair
over the years. We will miss you!
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Scott Williams

MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on June 11, 2019
ATTENDANCE: Joe Rockmore, Anna Roesch-Tubbs, Tim Naylor, Jim Sullivan, Kim Ohlund,
Kathy Shubin, Carrie German, Tim German, Bill Goebner, and John Curcio.
Board Vice President Joe Rockmore called the Annual KMVFB Membership Meeting to order at
7:30 pm. However, because there was not a quorum of 41 Brigade members present, the
Annual KMVFB Membership Meeting could not be convened. The Board proceeded with its
regular monthly meeting.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: There was no Secretary’s Report this month.
TREASURER’S REPORT: There were no items on the Treasurer’s Report.
BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin reported the following uses
of the Community Center in May 2019:
Exercise/Dance Classes

17

Monthly Community Board Meetings

4

KMVFB Training & Maintenance

9

Community Events/Parties

4

Private Events/Parties

1

TOTAL USES FOR THE MONTH

35

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the May 2019 report:
Medical aid

5

Vehicle accident

8

Public assist

6

Firefighter standby

0

Vehicle fire

0

Smoke check

0

Structure fire

0

Vegetation fire

0

Hazardous materials

0

Rescue

0

Cover assignment

0

Alarm sounding

0

Water tender group response

0

Trash fire

0

TOTAL # RESPONSES FOR THE MONTH

19

AVERAGE # OF
RESPONDERS

Number of incidents with no Volunteer
response:

0
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5.1

OLD BUSINESS:
Sale of 1998 Freightliner Pumper: There was no update. Efforts to sell the 1998 Freightliner
Pumper will begin after the new truck is in service.
Kings Mountain CERT Update: Kim Ohlund briefed the Board on the status of Kings Mountain
CERT. All CERT training is complete. Twenty-five people graduated the KM CERT training and
three others completed the course partially in Woodside. In total, 28 new people successfully
completed all CERT requirements and officially joined KM CERT.
Property Cleanup: Thanks to Julia & Bob Simmons, CAL FIRE work crews are in the process
of creating a shaded fuel break 50 feet from the community center grounds.
Additional Vegetation Cleanup Issues: No additional vegetation clean up is planned.
KMVFB Yahoo/Slack/Google Groups: Joe Rockmore reported that the KMVFB Slack Group is
up and running and posts are continuing on both Slack and Yahoo.
CERT/ KMFD Insurance Coverage: The Board discussed purchasing insurance policies for
both KMFD firefighters and KM CERT volunteers. A policy covering $50,000 in accidental life
insurance for KMFD volunteers would cost $592 per year. A policy covering all KM CERT
volunteers for up to $50,000 in medical expense reimbursement and volunteer liability insurance
would cost $394 per year. A motion to purchase both insurance policies was approved by the
Board.
Community Center Event Contract Revision: Item continued to future meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:
Generator Repair: The Board reviewed the costs to modify the current generator, which would
exceed $10,000, and decided to use the existing generator.
Non-standard Use of the Community Center Request: The Board discussed a request to use
the Community Center monthly for quilting blankets to give to the homeless families in the Bay
Area. The Board continued this item so that all Board members could review before making a
decision. The Board decided to allow the use for one month until the next meeting.
Chair Donation to the Community Center: Tim German offered to donate new chairs to the
community center that would stack in such a way that they would save space. All chairs will fit in
just one of the current chair storage spaces in the CC. Tim will review various sourcing options.
MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:55 pm.
NEXT MEETING: July 9, 2019 at 7:30 pm
Thank you to Anna Roesch-Tubbs for providing meeting notes.
Respectfully submitted,
Ted Thayer, Secretary
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Dorothy “Dot” McClary 1940-2019
by Alma Fletcher

Kings Mountain lost another pioneer June 20 when Dorothy
McClary passed away at her home in Coulterville after battling
cancer for over a year.
Residents will remember her fondly for all her efforts in building the community center, driving the school bus and fire brigade trucks and working the Art Fair every year that she lived
here from 1961 until she and husband Walt moved to Coulterville in 1988.
Dorothy Homan McClary was born November 1, 1940 in
Redwood City. She and Walt were married in 1956 and were
living in Redwood City while they built their home on Big Pine Road.
When the old San Mateo County Community College was being dismantled at Coyote Point, she was one of the residents who removed boards, transported them here,
straightened nails and then laid them on the current floor of our community center, which
was being built at the time. It was not unusual to see her pounding nails into the roof that
was being installed.
All residents at the time remember her fondly as the bus driver who delivered local
school kids daily to Kings Mountain Elementary School, Cunha Intermediate School in
Half Moon Bay and Half Moon Bay High School for Cabrillo Unified School District.
From 1967 until 1978, Dot would discipline our kids a way that no Mountain Mom and
Dad could. She was loving but stern and tolerated no bad behavior on her bus.
Because she drove the school bus, she was entitled to drive trucks for the Kings
Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, which she did. One of her last visits to the mountain
was to attend the fire brigade’s anniversary dinner.
Just because she moved from Kings Mountain didn’t mean that this ball of energy
stopped volunteering. She was active in the Gold Chain Lions Club and elected Secretary of the Year. Dot also helped put together and run two Coulterville Coyote Howls in
1990 and 1991 for which she received a Certificate of Appreciation from the Mariposa
County Board of Supervisors.
Dot is survived by her husband, Walter W. McClary, two daughters Cydne Ann
McClary of Nevada City and Lorrie Sue McClary of Coulterville, her only surviving sibling
Lewis Holman and his wife Caroline of Coulterville, many grandchildren and great grandchildren. No memorial services will be held at this time.
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KM Fire Department Extinguishes Local Fire on July 6th
The Kings Mountain Fire
Department, Woodside Fire and
CAL FIRE all responded to a call
at 4:38 am on July 6, 2019 to a
fully involved garage, vehicles and
motor home fire on Kings Mountain. Even though there are many
homes nearby, their fast work controlled the fire with no injuries, no
other structures involved and without extension into the nearby wild
land areas.
Thank you to all the members
of the Kings Mountain, Woodside Fire and CAL FIRE crews for your excellent work in
protecting our Kings Mountain community.
Kings Mountain residents: your can show your appreciation for our Fire
Department by volunteering to work at this year’s Art Fair – the primary source
of funding for the Kings Mountain Fire Brigade.

Photos by Bill Goebner. Thanks to Bill for covering this very early morning fire event.
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Kings Mountain Association Board Meeting
June 12, 2019
In Attendance: Board Members Cindy Oldham, Cindy Phelps, Betsy Rix, Eric Soult,
Jenn Soult, Amber Steele, Marlene Stern and Holly Winnen.
Guest: Emily Dellinger.
Jenn called meeting to order at 7:03 pm.
Walk-Ins: Eileen Fredrikson was not able to attend in person but sent word that Margo
Knight, Executive Director of the Djerassi Resident Artist Program, will be the September KMA Speaker Series featured presenter. Pending checking on community center
availability, KMA will host this event on Wednesday, September 18.
Approval of Minutes: The May board meeting minutes were approved online and
published in the June Echo.
Treasurer’s Report: Memberships are still coming in. Eric has found a community
member who has agreed to do an audit.
Public Notices: MROSD had sent a public notice about a La Honda Preserve working
group meeting.
Author and Speaker Series: The Board would like to have Don Horsley come to meet
the community and express our gratitude for his assistance in acquiring the new fire
engine. We will ask him to attend the July Summer Barbecue. Holly will reach out to
him.
Summer Barbecue: Rob Robinson will entertain. Local clubs and organizations will be
given the opportunity to set up information tables. Cindy O. and team will provide the
food. Organizations who want to present should contact KMA. The event will be held
on Sunday July 14th.
Movie Night: Attendance dipped a bit in May but a band of regulars has been enthusiastic and appreciative of a night out, close to home.
Puma Talk: The Puma Talk was very well-attended and the presenters will be contacting interested individuals about becoming involved with the organization.
Ohlone Speaker: Scheduled for Tuesday, June 18th.
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Blood Drive: The Board is trying to recruit enough people and a date needs to be set.
Late August seems like the best time for good attendance.
The idea of re-creating the KMA Scholarship was discussed.
Town Hall: Guest Emily Dellinger discussed the upcoming community Town Hall that
KMA is hosting. KMA is neutral on all political topics but can provide the space and
help set up and organize. Emily’s group will provide a monitor and has developed
discussion topics. The goal is to educate the community about Kings Mountain
Elementary School, listen to ideas, and find people who are interested in focusing on
school issues.
Jenn adjourned the meeting at 8:05.

Kings Mountain Garden Club
by Jean Farmwald

Fourteen members of the KM Garden Club took a learning tour of a family property
on June 9th. The garden, landscape and weather were just perfect. The sunny day had
a mild breeze that supported a great tour day. Winter rains put the property at its
greenest and lushest! The group was able to stretch our brains and come up with the
names of most of the plants. (Well, so we think we came up with the correct identities!)
The mix of elevation and microclimates gives this property a lot of landscape and gardening choices.
Garden Club events will resume in August. We encourage everyone to join.

Kings Mountain Garden Club Membership Application/Renewal
Name(s) _________________________________________
Address___________________________________________
City____________________ State ________________ Zip ______________
Phone____________________________ Email ___________________________
Send this application and a check for $10.00 to:

Kings Mountain Garden Club
Attn. Betty Johnson, Treasurer, 12200 Skyline Blvd., Woodside CA 94062
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KM Community CPR Class
Saturday, August 10, 2019 8:00 am to 2:00 pm
Kings Mountain Community Center, 13889 Skyline Blvd., Woodside CA 94062

This CPR class is offered by the Kings Mountain Fire Brigade and is open to
everyone in the community. This is a fully certified American Heart Association
“Heartsaver” class, but the class size is limited to 18 students.
The class covers adult, child and infant CPR and
choking treatment, plus use of an “AED” – Automated
External Defibrillator. Participants will receive an American Heart Association CPR card good for two years. The
cost of the class is $35.00, which includes a student workbook and a CPR card. (American Heart charges $17.00
per card issued.) You can pay by check or cash. Payment
is due on the day of the class.
This is a fun class with lots
of hands-on practice. Be
prepared for some serious
exercise. There are also
some class-related entertainment and stories.

There is a skills test, but no
written test.
Please email Steve Johnson
at sfjohns@pacbell.net to sign
up for the class or for more information. You can also call me
on 851-8447. Space is limited,
so sign up now!
Steve Johnson
Kings Mountain Volunteer
Fire Brigade CPR Instructor

-18-

Please Donate Blood at the Community Center
on Saturday, August 3, from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

For more information about blood donor qualifications and preparing for your blood donation,
please see www.vitalant.org
Each year, nearly 5 million Americans need blood transfusions, but only 10% of the eligible population donates blood. Blood helps trauma and burn patients, premature infants, heart surgery patients, organ transplant recipients and those fighting cancer, among others. In emergencies, it’s the blood already
on hospital shelves that saves lives. Someone in the U.S. needs blood every two seconds!
Donating blood is one of the easiest ways to give back to your community. If you’ve never donated
blood before, we encourage you to try!
Donation Process: It takes about an hour—from the time you arrive to the time you leave—to complete a whole blood donation. The actual donation time is only about 10 minutes. Whole blood donation
is most often given by new donors and is the most common type of donation. We also use special technology to collect specific blood components—red blood cells, platelets and plasma—from donors to best
match current patient needs.
Before you roll up your sleeve to help someone else, please take care of yourself: Eat a healthy, low
-fat meal within two hours ahead of your donation. The day before, eat a salty snack. When you donate
blood, you lose about a gram of salt. Replacing it ahead of time helps keep your blood pressure normal.
We are grateful you are in our Kings Mountain community and we are inspired by your decision to
help others.
Please sign up to donate on August 3rd by making an appointment at www.vitalant.org.
Click Donate, then Locate a Blood Drive; search by Sponsor; enter Kings Mountain in Code; click
on Kings Mountain Community Upper Hall; choose an appointment time.
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Join us at the Community Center for another KMA

on Wednesday, August 7 at 7:00 pm (snacks) - film starts at 7:30 pm.

Some Like it HOT
In this beloved classic comedy, two male
musicians (Tony Curtis and Jack Lemmon)
go on the lam posing as women in an all-girl
orchestra after witnessing a gangland massacre in 1929 Chicago. Hilarious complications in the form of gorgeous girl singer
Sugar Kane (Marilyn Monroe) and pursuing
mobsters ensue.
Dir. Billy Wilder, 1959, 121 min.
“As well as being a romantic comedy, a
buddy movie, a crime caper, and a musical,
the film is an anthem in praise of tolerance,
acceptance, and the possibility of transformation. It’s an anthem that we need to hear
now more than ever.” – Nicholas Barber,
BBC. ,
The movie has a 97% rating from Rotten Tomatoes. Voted as the top comedy film by
the American Film Institute poll in 2000, and selected as the best comedy of all time in
a poll of 253 film critics from 52 countries conducted by the BBC in 2017.
Sure, you’ve seen it before, but when did you last see it on the big screen with
other people watching (and laughing) – as it was meant to be seen?
The fun (i.e., snacks!) starts at 7:00 pm; the film screens at 7:30 pm.
Coming soon: (Wed., Sept. 4,) Crazy Rich Asians.
The film series is sponsored by KMA. All movies screen at the Community Center
and are free. Feel free to bring a snack to share. (Some bring their own portable chairs
to sit on.) They are always fun!

-20-

Celebrate Summer Under The Redwoods!

Kma Summer BBQ
Sunday, July 14th - 12 Noon
Community Center Cook Shack

All Kings Mountain clubs and groups are invited to set up a table to show
all that Kings Mountain has to offer!
(Email Cindy_Oldham@Yahoo.Com if your club would like to participate)
KMA Will Provide the Beverages, BBQ, Sides and Dessert
Sponsored by the Kings Mountain Association
Free for KMA Members - Guests Only $5 Each
Sign up to volunteer for Art Fair Committees of your choice
Sign up to help bake cookies with KMES parents [August 24th]
Live music played by our local musicians, time with friends and family
-21-

July 2019 School News
An “Only on the Mountain” end to the School year at KMES
Schools Out! Summer vacation is here. Our KMES students finished
up final core curriculum units in the first week of June with high energy
and school spirit. The Fund Run on June 7th capped the years’ fund raising with a Carnival celebration of games, prizes and snow cones for all.
Then Monday brought a final “rite of passage” as 5th graders said so
long to their special mountain school with a hike from the mountain to the
coast. The whole class spent the day trekking down Purisima Creek trail with Principal Diane
Siegel...Along the way they explored the creek, plants, spiders, banana slugs and even an
unsuspecting salamander. They stopped to
write journals of their experience, picnic and
share memories of school and their years
together. It was a finale to their elementary
school experience that few places on earth
could duplicate. And talk about a cool transition
to Middle school, this day had it all. Parents
met the class at the coast trailhead to transport
them to Round Table Pizza where the Cunha Principal and 14 KMES alumni met and welcomed them to the start of their middle school experience. Seems like a pretty magical way
to complete elementary school. It was another “only on the mountain” memory for our kids.
Meanwhile, Monday was pajama day for the rest of the school. Tuesday, students came
dressed as their favorite characters. Wednesday was crazy hair day, then the week finished
up with “dress your best” on Thursday for graduation and the last
day of school. Teachers channeled their students’ final week excitement with a variety of activities intended to reflect, celebrate
and prepare students to finish the year recognizing what they
had achieved. Principal Siegel described the Thursday morning
all school assembly in her newsletter; “We gathered to reflect on
our Hopes and Dreams from the start of the year. Sitting in a circle, we talked about the many strategies we have developed to
achieve them. We connected our Second Step strategies to our
academic, social and emotional goals. We agreed we all were
able to succeed because we were able to persevere by
KMES
identifying big emotions, using calm down and problemGraduates
solving strategies. We opened our 2017 18 Memory Jar,
read our favorite memory of the previous year and then
wrote our favorite/most important 2018-19 school year
memory to open at the end of next year. We sang the
school song and each teacher led their students back to
class to gather again an hour later for 5th Grade
Graduation.
Proud parents, relatives and friends watched as the
class of 2018-2019 walked to a decorated pavilion on
the playground. The smiling graduates were: Adam
Smith, Eleanor Newhall, Emma Vazquez, Miranda
Vazquez, Justin Maraviglia, Lane Maraviglia, Leif
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Gantert, Maila Menary, and Travis Larson. Like almost everything else
about KMES, the graduation ceremony is unlike any other in the district.
Before speeches from the graduates, their 4th grade classroom mates
each shared his or her special memories about one graduating student.
Then each 5th grader spoke in turn about their years at Kings Mountain
School. Predictions followed as teacher Maile spun her traditional Tale of
the Future, envisioning how the unique interests and qualities of each student will form his startling accomplishments in life. Graduate Travis Larson
received the Princess Barbie Hutton Character award and was cheered by
classmates even before his name was called. A Doctor of the Mountain
Degree honored Julie Pedersen for her extraordinary volunteer work on behalf of every member of the Kings Mountain School community, students, staff and families. Governing Board
member, Freya McCamant and Director of Personnel and Pupil Services, Jason Owens represented the Cabrillo district offering diplomas and congratulations to our graduates.
It was a bitter-sweet close to the year as Diane Siegel completed an exemplary six year
role as Principal. Parents, teachers and students gave her a surprise farewell
and thank you party the Tuesday prior to graduation. Summoned to the
Lion’s Den for an unknown reason, Siegel was surprised to find everyone
gathered around a beautiful birdhouse that looks just like the KMES logo.
The 5th grade graduating class read from a book, The Blue Songbird, while
each student handed Diane a card with birdseed a handshake and /or hug.
Principal Siegel wrote: “I will treasure the moment, birdhouse, book, cards
and hugs forever.”
Next year, the small size of Kings Mountain Elementary will bring a return to the leadership structure under which KMES operated for decades. Our administratively credentialed
K-1 teacher will take on an additional role as Site Leader at school. Following this restructure
at KMES, Ms. Siegel sent the following farewell message to parents:
I leave Kings Mountain School knowing your children are in great hands. Debbie is excited about her new role at school. Already an experienced principal, she has begun
working with Tyler and Maile to ensure a successful year ahead. Debbie and the school
will be supported by Jason Owens, CUSD Director of Personnel and Pupil Services,
who brings a great depth and breadth of knowledge and a passion for student success. I
also leave Kings Mountain School with a deep sense of gratitude. To be able to foster
support and witness your children grow, develop and blossom has been a lifelong gift.
Working with this special community, dedicated families, knowledgeable teachers, and
amazing children has been a journey of learning, growth, friendships, and reward. If I
can ever be of help at any time in the future, please do not hesitate to contact me. I
would love occasional updates on your children’s journeys to adulthood. Thank you,
thank you all. It takes a mountain! Diane
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Kings Mountain Elementary School Community Meeting
KMA hosted a Town Hall type meeting on June 17th regarding maintaining a thriving local school
for children on the mountain. Emily Phelps and Maria Polonchek organized the format and
speakers. Maria kindly offered these notes on the main points discussed. Readers can find 9
pages of meeting transcript on the Kings Mountain Yahoo Group.
•

The meeting was well attended, with a mix of KM residents and KMA board members,
KMES alumni students and parents, and current KMES families.

•

KM resident Brian Rusch was moderator and guest speakers include Nora Naylor,
Mountain parent and former student; Marty Phelps, Board President, KM Art Fair; and Amber
Stariha, President, KMAP.

•

Coordinator Emily Phelps shared just a few words of praise from the pages of statements
she received from over 70 KMES alumni sharing the positive impact KMES has made on their
lives.

•

It's important to note that there is no immediate threat of the school closing.
However, Cabrillo Unified is facing extreme financial challenges and when the district
struggles financially, the school is especially vulnerable because of it’s’ size. The focus of the
evening was not that a school on Kings Mountain simply survives, but that it thrives.

•

While student enrollment numbers are down across San Mateo County and CUSD, the
enrollment numbers for KME are especially low amongst mountain families, dropping from an
annual average of 26 families from 2009-2014 to 15 families, currently.

•

Here are some thoughts shared by attendees:
 an anonymous demographic survey would pull more concrete data to help explain the
drop in mountain family enrollment numbers and whether more action can/should be
taken
 reasons that mountain families may have for not attending KMES could include
transportation and commute issues; frustration around how fundraising dollars are used;
competition from private schools (e.g.: while KMES is the highest-performing school in
CUSD, a realistic option for KM families is not other CUSD schools, but private schools);
a high cost of living on the mountain that prevents young families from living here
 an effort should be made to increase positive exposure to and support from key leaders
in CUSD
 an effort should be made to highlight the school's history and accomplishments,
especially to potential residents (e.g.: make sure realtors have promotional material about
the school)
 an effort should be made to offer organized support and connection to families with
young children living on the mountain
by Maria Polonchek
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Please Join Us at the

KMES Cookie Bake!

Please join us for some or all of the 8-3:30 timeframe. If you need to arrive later or
depart early, please include that in your signup comment. The KMES Parent
Cookie team welcomes any and all assistance from supportive (and valued)
Mountain neighbors.
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July 2019
by
Marty Eisenberg

Stanford’s Doing It Again! I recently attended a presentation concerning the origins and
development of the “Hoover Institute” at Stanford University. President Herbert Hoover was
among the early graduates of the University. In 1919, prior to his presidency, Hoover
donated $50,000.00 to the University to fund the collection of then contemporary materials
concerning World War I. The Institute was thereupon founded and gathered steam and
benefactors to collect and preserve diaries, government papers, maps and collections of
materials relating to war and revolution. In 1926 it was renamed the Hoover War Library. It
attracted visiting scholars undertaking research and its collections grew through gifts, grants
and endowments. In 1957 it was again renamed the Hoover Institution on War, Revolution
and Peace. Its collections are enormous. The materials are thoroughly catalogued by general category, dates of origin and subject matter. Much of the catalogue is now available online! (I recall while a pre-schooler, my mother, born and educated in Germany and fluent in
multiple European and Middle Eastern languages, was employed cataloguing materials
acquired post World War II by the Hoover Institute. I went daily to a pre-school in Palo Alto
and I just hated the canned peas for lunch! I still won’t eat them!) Institute materials span
World War I through recent Middle East conflicts. The quantum of documents comprising
some collections are described by number of boxes and some by number of lineal feet (like
73!). Subject matters range from biological warfare experiments in China during the late
1930’s, to dental records of Nuremburg Trial defendants, to escape tunnels beneath the
Berlin Wall. Incredibly, the entire collection is accessible to the public to examine and study
by appointment. Another amazing Stanford University resource available to the residents of
the Peninsula!
They don’t fly by the seat of their pants! Super Navigators (2019; author: David Barrie) is
a wonderful book; a compendium of studies by multiple scientists employing many methodologies examining how insects, birds, fish, reptiles and mammals are able to navigate hundreds and even thousands of miles without compass or sextant, let alone Google maps!
Studies show that while some rely upon sight of landmarks for distant travel and “sonar” to
locate nearby obstacles (bats) and others upon olfactory senses (salmon), there is convincing evidence that numerous species rely upon the position of celestial bodies and many convincingly appear to rely upon earth’s magnetism! Bird species are able to correct for being
blown hundreds of miles off course by winds. Others appear to take advantage of spiraling
seasonal winds and “spiral” their way from north to south and back again, adding hundreds
or even thousands of miles to their migration. Tiny desert ants appear to calibrate themselves the first days they leave their nest to forage and utilize earth’s magnetism to navigate. It is all very remarkable and sometimes jaw-dropping. Understandably, the author is
critical of our modern passivity to navigation, relying often upon the voice of the “GPS that
accompanies us everywhere”, transported like parcels, happy to arrive at our chosen destination without paying attention to our surroundings. Author Barrie cautions: “Self-driving
cars are taking this to a new level.” The book is altogether fascinating and enlightening.
_____________________________________
Patriotism is supporting your country all the time, and your government when it deserves it.
[Mark Twain; American author, 1835 – 1910]
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