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Hello Neighbors: 
 

Happy New Year and welcome to 2020! Here we are at the start of a shiny new decade. 
Your editor is aware of the argument that the decade should technically be considered to start 
in 2021. However, we choose to go with the popular notion that the decade starts now (in the 
zero year.) We hope your new horizon is clear of old baggage and full of potential and renewal. 
2020 is the year of the Rat. Although that doesn’t sound too promising, Rat is considered a 
lucky astrology sign. Rat year is a time of abundance and good fortune. As the first sign of the 
Chinese zodiac, it is a time of strong endings, fresh beginnings and working collectively for the 
good of all. 

This January New Year’s issue was completed when we marveled at how closely this an-
cient wisdom mirrors our content. The lead story celebrates the new Fire Engine 56, the years 
of Art Fair volunteer work that funded it, the incredible effort made by the firefighter design team 
and the resulting collective benefit the new Engine 56 brings to our community. The annual total 
of emergency responses from our KM firefighters and a wilderness emergency skills challenge 
completes this story. Enjoy this good news on pages 2-3. Our two vital community organizations 
ask for your membership and/or renewal; Kings Mountain Fire Department (page 4) and Kings 
Mountain Association (page 9). Renewal is also the happy theme of Kings Mountain Elementary 
School News and of the completed Kings Mountain Road shaded fuel break story written by 
special beat reporter, Sandy Shapero. Please note the announcement of new Red Cross emer-
gency services and new power outage usage of the Community Center. Our intrepid columnist 
Marty Eisenberg offers his usual fun event tips, while also continuing his useful and important 
homeowner insurance tutorial.  

The Echo urges everyone to embrace the fresh beginnings signaled by Rat year. Make this 
a time you enjoy KMA sponsored events like mid-week movie night. The flyer for the upcoming 
February 5th screening also lists all the movies (and by extension the convivial companionship) 
you’ve missed by staying home. Check the community calendar for wellness opportunities in 
the form of yoga, pilates, and tai chi. Join the monthly comfort creations quilters and make 
warm blankets for homeless babies. Save a life by donating blood next Saturday, January 11th 
at the CC from 9 am to 2 pm. Space limitations prevented the re-running of the full event flyer 
this month, but you can contact Cindy Phelps for details: cindylovesmarty@gmail.com. It is im-
portant and one of the simplest good works you can do to start this shiny new decade.  

 
Stay well and stay engaged, 
 
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor 
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer 
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist 
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Celebrating the New Kings Mountain Fire Engine 56 
 

The Kings Mountain Fire Department (KMFD) 
happily greeted the New Year by putting its new     
Engine 56 (E56) into service. Final fitting-out and test-
ing were completed in December. Firefighters con-
firmed E56’s maneuverability and mountain road     
access by driving the new engine over almost every 
road in the designated Kings Mountain response area. 
The new E56 can provide emergency responses to all 
the Kings Mountain neighborhoods accessed by our 
previous engine.  

Residents knew that this long-awaited new engine 
was much anticipated by the KMFD, but what was it 
about its acquisition, we wondered, that made both 
the firefighters and our community safer? KMFD     
Assistant Chiefs Hank Stern and Ann Gabrys met with 
your editor to explain the major upgrades in a manner 
that could be understandable to someone untrained in firefighting and rescue tactics. While much 
of Hank’s and Ann’s tutorial was “above the technical know-how” of your editor, I hope Echo read-
ers will join me in celebrating our impressive new E56. The entire truck was custom built to meet 
very carefully considered requirements specific to Kings Mountain. A small, dedicated team of 
firefighters applied the lessons learned from many years of department call-outs to specify and 
quantify equipment and operational needs that went into the final engine design. From the initial 
design to final production and delivery, it took about four years from start to finish. 

For the sake of reality, your editor’s operating tutorial was held 
inside the cab of Engine 56. Its six-person carrying capacity provided 
the most immediate evidence of service and safety enhancement. 
Hank explained that structure fires require a two-person entry team, 
with a minimum two-person out team. With the three-person capacity 
of our old engine, firefighters needed additional vehicles or appara-
tus to carry on interior fire suppression activities. The new Engine 56 
seats up to six firefighters, has twin screens, one for the driver and one for the officer in the right 
front seat, as well as headsets for all six firefighters to communicate while on the way to the 
emergency. Twin screens allow the driver to concentrate on driving safely, while the officer on the 
identical screen can focus on the incident commutations and planning operations needed immedi-
ately upon arrival, while also coordinating with other units who also may be responding. There are 
two radios; one using the dispatch frequency, the other using the tactical and command fre-
quency. The engine also supports wireless communication outside the truck. The careful design 

also allows all equipment likely to be needed 
for most Kings Mountain dispatches to be car-
ried and used efficiently from one engine. Ann 
explained how getting the right equipment 
quickly can be frustrating when a fire truck can 
only be used for a specialized need. For exam-
ple, she said, a  response to a motorcycle 
emergency can change in mid-stream if a 
spark from the accident ignites roadside brush, 
resulting in fire fighting needs too. Equipment 
compartments on the new engine have been 
carefully laid out for maximum equipment ca-
pacity, organization, reach, and ease of use.  
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In addition, the upgrades on pump operations, 
allowing computer assisted water supply and 
flow, will be faster and more efficient for our fire-
fighters to deploy.  

Probably the most important feature your 
editor applauded was the new engine’s up-
grades for firefighter safety. While our old truck 
had seat belts, the new one is equipped with air 
bags and roll bars as well. The new cab-over de-
sign wheelbase also moved the engine center of 
gravity closer to the ground, increasing stability 
and reducing the risk of rollovers.  

The new truck is likely to be in strong de-
mand in 2020. Last year, the KMFD responded to a total of 336 incidents – that’s nearly one a day. 

On average, 4.4 volunteer firefighters responded to 
each call. 
While this narrative captures only a portion of the  
incredibly detailed information offered by our Assis-
tant Fire Chiefs, it cannot convey the depth of 
knowledge and excitement my tutors have about 
our new Engine 56. They talked about incremental 

time-savings and efficiencies from a plethora of 
features on the truck. In total, it is obvious that 
they add up to a new level of safety for our com-
munity.  

Neighbors can be justly proud of every volun-
teer hour put in at Art Fair to fund and equip our 
dedicated volunteer firefighters.  

 
Kings Mountain Firefighters Meet the MedWAR Challenge 

 

MedWAR is short for Medical Wilderness Adventure Race. The unique event combines wilder-
ness medical challenges with the growing sport of adventure racing. It is used as a tool for teach-
ing and testing the knowledge and skills of medical students, health care professionals, and emer-
gency responders in a wilderness setting. Naturally, Kings Mountain firefighters could hardly be 
expected to resist a challenge like that.  

The competition held at Lake Tahoe on September 21st included thirteen teams of four per-
sons. The Kings Mountain team, composed of Ann Gabrys, Paul Barulich, Larry Sanderson and 
Joe Lopez, started the race on the beach in the freezing cold at 7:00 am and finished 8 hours and 
50 minutes later. The local newspaper described it as “a grueling competition that included five 
miles of kayaking, five miles of trekking, fifteen miles of mountain biking, and an orienteering sec-
tion.” Along the route, the teams completed five realistic wilderness medicine scenarios carefully 
judged by medical professionals. Emergency teamwork and skills required saving a near drowning 
person, snake bite treatment, rescue of a buried avalanche victim, altitude sickness and profuse 
bleeding from puncture wounds. The Kings Mountain team placed second among the finishers. 
We were beaten only by a team of air ambulance nurses who had competed twice before. The 
Echo offers sincere congratulation to our intrepid team. We are so fortunate to have such dedi-
cated, highly trained and motivated volunteers in our fire department! 
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Kings Mountain Residents:  

Please Renew Your 2020 Household  
Membership in the KM Volunteer Fire Brigade 

(Your dues and donations are tax-deductible) 

 

Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade 
2020 Resident Membership Renewal Form 

 

Annual membership dues are $35. Additional donation: $_________ 
Please send check to: Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc. 
13889 Skyline Blvd., Woodside, CA 94062 
Or use PayPal to pay at www.kingsmountainonline.com/kmvfb 
 

Name ____________________________________________________ 
Address _________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
Phone ___________________  email __________________________________ 
 
The KMVFB is a non-profit 501(3)c organization. 
All dues and donations are tax deductible. Tax I.D. # 94-1650185 

The Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Department, funded by the Fire Brigade, provides 
emergency service response to 911 calls in the Kings Mountain area. To pay for Fire 
Department operations and equipment, the Fire Brigade depends on Art Fair support, 
your annual membership dues and donations. 

Our New Engine 56 
Has Arrived! 

Kings Mountain Firefighters at Work, Serving You 
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on December 10, 2019  

 
 

ATTENDANCE: Jon Fredrikson, Joe Rockmore, Anna Roesch-Tubbs, Kim Ohlund, Ted Thayer, Tim 
Naylor (on the phone). Kathy Shubin, Tim German, Carrie German, Ann Gabrys, John Curcio, and Matt 
King,  
 

Board President Jon Fredrikson called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the November 12, 
2019 Board meeting were previously posted and approved electronically.  
 
BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin reported the following uses of 
the Community Center in November 2019: 
 

Exercise/Dance Classes 20 
Monthly Community Board Meetings 4 
KMVFB Training & Maintenance 6 
Community Events/Parties 5 

Private Events/Parties 1 
TOTAL USES FOR THE MONTH 36 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Anna Roesch-Tubbs commended Jon on the presentation of 
the 5-year plan to the Art Fair Board and reported that the 2020 budget has been prepared. Details on 
the final 2020 budget would be provided in a later agenda item during this meeting.  
 
FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Assistant Fire Chief Ann Gabrys provided the monthly report for 
November 2019:  
 

Medical aid 5 Vehicle accident 2 
Public assist 11 Firefighter standby 0 
Vehicle fire  0 Smoke check 2 
Structure fire 1 Vegetation fire 1 
Hazardous materials 0 Rescue 0 

Cover assignment 0 Alarm sounding 2 

Water tender group response 0 Trash fire 0 

Total # Responses for the Month 24 Average # of Responders 3.7 

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response:  0   
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OLD BUSINESS:  
New Truck Status: Matt King reported that the new truck was delivered just before Thanksgiving and 
placed into service on Thanksgiving weekend. There have been some small issues and the truck was 
brought back to the vendor for small repairs and adjustments. 
 
Firefighter Recruiting Drive: Jon Fredrikson presented a sample recruiting pamphlet, asked for input, 
and suggested that we consider additional recruiting efforts. Ann suggested that the web page on Kings 
Mountain Online could be updated to provide additional information. 
 
Sale/Valuation of 1998 Freightliner Pumper: This item was continued to a future meeting.  
 
Insurance Claim: This item was continued to a future meeting. 
 
KM CERT Update: Kim Ohlund reported that CERT is working on group communications. Kim will be 
planning a schedule for 2020 drills. 
 
Tree Removal: Joe Rockmore reported on a second quote for tree removal at the community center. 
The two bids contained enough differences that the Board voted to get revised bids, so that both 
contain the same number of trees to be removed and removal of felled trees. The Board also voted to 
get the necessary permits for live tree removal.  
 
Final 2020 Budget: Anna Roesch-Tubbs and Jon reviewed the 2020 budget plan with the Board. The 
Board unanimously approved the 2020 budget with the understanding that the expense for tree removal 
will be moved to the 2020 budget. 
 
Use of Community Center During Outages: The Board discussed the potential to open the 
community center during power outages. Ted Thayer and Kathy Shubin will develop a draft plan for the 
Board to consider at a later meeting. 
 
KMVFB Slack Channel: The Board discussed the need to use the Board Slack channel for 
communications. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Red Cross Disaster Shelter in Fire House: The Board discussed a proposal to have the Fire House 
designated as a Red Cross Disaster Shelter. The Board approved the agreement with the Red Cross 
unanimously. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:45 pm.   NEXT MEETING: January 14, 2020 at 7:30 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, Ted Thayer, Secretary 
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Kings Mountain Road Shaded Fuel Breaks Completed 
 

In October, San Mateo County Parks and Cal Fire 
completed a 7-week effort to create 75 acres of shaded 
fuel breaks along Kings Fire Road and within Huddart 
Park. This effort was known as the Kings Mountain Road 
Fuel Break Project. Kings Mountain Road is an important 
evacuation and access route for fire and emergency vehi-
cles and was designated one of the first areas to be 
treated in this state-wide program. 

On Saturday, December 14, a number of Kings 
Mountain residents joined the San Mateo County parks 
department for a hike to view the treated areas, hear how 
the areas will be maintained in the future and learn how 
the project tries to balance ecosystem health and com-
munity safety. 

Nicholas Calderon, the San Mateo County Parks Director and two county park employees led 
the hike with Brian Ham, Battalion Chief for Cal Fire in the Skyline/Pescadero areas. This hike will 
be offered again in the future. 

Trees under 10” or that are dead and dying were removed as well 
as understory scrub and vegetation within 100 feet of fire trails and 
roads. They did not remove trees 15 feet on either side of a water-
way. After removing the trees and vegetation, the organic material 
was put into a machine called “the Masticator” that chopped it into 
mulch and spread it over the ground. This mulch slows down water 
movement and prevents erosion. The root systems of the cut trees 
and vegetation were left intact helping with soil stabilization. Dead 
standing trees were left as habitat for birds and animals. The fuel 
break project mimics the effects of a “prescribed burn” which is a 

smaller controlled fire meant to reduce the fuel load. Area parks are not currently in a condition to 
do a prescribed burn.  

A rare species inventory was taken prior to the commencement of the project. The only rare 
plant in the area is the Kings Mountain manzanita and special care was taken for this plant. The 
project left a mosaic of scrub and understory to optimize the habitat. Open areas provide corridors 
of movement for large mammals such as coyotes, deer and mountain lions.  

With the arrival of Europeans in the West and their implementation of livestock grazing, there 
was a reduction in fires. In 1910, there was a massive fire called “the Big Burn.” It burned more 
than 3 million acres in Idaho, Montana and Washington states. After that time, fire was declared the 
#1 enemy and fire suppression became national policy. This led to a change in the forest’s struc-
ture, with more dead trees, thicker scrub and a dense tree canopy that has caused increasingly 
hotter and more dangerous fires. The fuel load in this area has increased as it has not experienced 
a major fire in over 100 years.  

San Mateo County Parks has developed a management plan 
that tracks the regrowth of desired vegetation in the treated areas. 
Natural resource management staff expects to see repopulation of 
species representative of Huddart’s mixed evergreen forest habi-
tat, including native trees and shrubs, such as Oak, Toyon, Chin-
quapin, Huckleberry, Coffee Berry, and Manzanita. The project 
has been funded to continue to keep the corridor on either side of 
Kings Mountain clear. San Mateo County is responsible for imple-
mentation of the retreatment. The SM County park team offered to 
come to the Kings Mountain Community Center to speak to resi-
dents, present their future plans, and answer any questions. Addi-
tionally, Mid-peninsula Open Space District is in the process of creating their own fuel break pro-
grams. For more information, go to https://parks.smcgov.org/wildfire-safe. 
          by Sandy Shapero 

-7-



Red Cross to Provide Disaster Services at the Community Center 
 

Thanks to the fine work of long-time resident and KM CERT member Vi Croop, an agree-
ment with the Red Cross was signed in December to provide disaster services at the Kings 
Mountain Community Center and Firehouse. 

Chartered by the United States Congress, the Red Cross provides services to 
individuals, families and communities when disasters strike. In a disaster, the Red 
Cross provides shelter, food, health and mental health services, and bulk distribu-
tion of needed items to meet the basic human needs of those affected. 

In the event of an extreme emergency, we are all relieved to know that Red 
Cross support will be available locally to assist disaster victims. 
 

Community Center to be Open During Power Outages 
 

The prolonged power outages this past fall prompted some residents to ask if the Commu-
nity Center could be opened during long power outages. The KMVFB Board agreed to do so, 
on a trial basis. Thus, the Community Center will be open to local residents during the next few 
months when and if the power goes out for an extended period. This will give residents an op-
portunity to charge electronic devices, warm-up and find out the latest news reports about the 
outage.  

The initial rules for the Community Center opening will be as follows: 
 

When the electrical power goes out and PG&E announces that it will not be restored for at 
least five hours, 

1) If this occurs at night or in the early morning, the Community Center will be open at 
8:30 am that day. 

2) If power goes out during the morning, the CC will be open at 2:00 pm that day. 
3) The CC will remain open for three hours in each case. 
4) Further instructions will be posted on the side door of the Community Center. 
 

The rules and regulations concerning the use of the Community Center during power out-
ages will gradually evolve after experience with the trial run. 
 

Time To Renew Your KMA Membership 
 

It is time to renew your KMA membership (membership runs Jan -Dec). 
Remember, your membership entitles you to discounts from both KAMPS 
and Ferrell Gas. We share current membership lists with the propane ven-
dors on a monthly basis and to continue your discount, your membership 
must be current. As a reminder, here are the discounts currently offered: 

 

KAMPS - KMA member mark-up is $0.850 over laid-in cost to Kamps Propane from Bay 
Area Refinery Pricing. Mark-up will stay in effect for three (3) years - (agreement signed by the 
board effective Oct 1, 2018). For the most up to date pricing for KMA members and/or if you 
would like to switch your propane service over to Kamps, please contact KAMPS at (510) 471-
7279. 

 

FERRELL - KMA member prices identical to the South Skyline group. That price can be 
found at http://southskyline.org/spug/. The agreement will stay in effect for three (3) years - 
(agreement signed by the board effective May 24, 2019). For the most up to date pricing for 
KMA members and/or if you would like to switch your propane service over Ferrell Gas, please 
contact Ferrell Gas at 831-227-6567.  
      In community, Jenn Soult, KMA Board President  
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It’s time to renew your 
Kings Mountain Association  

Membership for 2020! 

2020 KMA Membership Form 

-9-

Troy Stokes

Troy Stokes
KMA@kingsmountainonline.com

Troy Stokes



 

 

The KMA Mid Week Movie Night is taking January, 2020 off.   
 

We will be back on Wednesday, February 5, at the Community Center  
(snacks at 7:00 pm; film screens at 7:30 pm), with 

 

LITTLE VOICE 
 
This darkly comedic gem was sadly 
overlooked when it was released.  A 
woefully shy girl, LV, leads a reclusive life 
listening to her late father’s record 
collection.  She is especially a fan of Judy 
Garland and, when alone, can sing 
amazingly like her.  LV’s mother, played 
by the delightful Blenda Blethyn, does not 
understand her reclusive ways.  One day, 
her mother’s new boyfriend, a sleazy 
promoter (deliciously played by Michael 
Caine) overhears her and concocts a get-
rich scheme to rent out a nightclub and 
have the super-shy LV perform there.  
What could go wrong?  Dir. Mark 
Herman, 1998, 97 min. R.   
 
“At its center is Jane Horrocks, who, in 
the title role, gives the best female 
performance of the year.” – Amy Taubin, 
Village Voice.   

What do the following movies have in common? 

Harold and Maude 
Best In Show 
Yellow Submarine 
The T.A.M.I Show 
Today’s Special 
Dr. Strangelove 
It’s A Wonderful Life 
Bernie 
Outsourced 
Rear Window 
Waiting For Guffman 
The Artist 

The Big Sick 
Coco 
Ferris Bueller’s Day Off 
Lost In Paris 
Lady Bird 
Planes, Trains and Auto-
mobiles 
Elf 
Babe 
Green Book 
Cinema Paradiso 
 

Won’t You Be My 
 Neighbor? 
Vertigo 
Eighth Grade 
Inside Out 
Some Like it Hot 
Crazy Rich Asians 
A Mighty Wind 
They Shall Not Grow Old 
A Christmas Story

All were previous KMA Mid-Week Movie Night sections. The films screen at the 
Community Center and are free. There is always time for commingling with your 
neighbors beforehand, and having a snack or glass of wine. If you haven’t tried it 
out yet, consider coming on down and watching a film in a group setting on the 
big screen the way it was meant to be seen. It’s always fun! 
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January 2020 School News 
All is quiet at KMES until students return from winter break on January 7th. Decem-

ber core curriculum classes flew by for students anticipating vacation and family holiday 
activities. The K-1 made tape measures using them in interesting ways to study math. 
Their class emphasis about caring for our environment prompted 
science exploration about Oak and Douglas Fir Trees. They pre-
pared for a beach clean-up day by gluing sand to their watercolor 
seascape paintings. The 2-3 classroom hit math, (especially divi-
sion), hard and completed a science unit on animal adaptations. 
Spelling also took special focus as students prepared for the 
school wide spelling bee scheduled for January 13th. The writing 
unit concluded with how to construct effective non-fiction stories. 
The class said, “They want to build more focus, work on collaboration more, and have 
fun when they return from Winter break.” The 4/5 project-based learning subject ques-

tion was Why Are Oceans Important? An unexpected 
outcome learned from their research was that peanut 
butter is made from an ingredient from the ocean. Also, 
that phytoplankton in the ocean produces 50%-80% of 
the oxygen that we breathe. In science, the 4/5 class  
created inventions that change energy from one form to 
another. In writing, the class produced fictional narratives 
about shape shifting from human to animal. The Decem-

ber academic calendar was only fifteen days but an ambitious pre-holiday learning curve 
was evident in every classroom. 

Parents and staff December activities were energized 
by the board decision to take KMES closure off the table 
of prospective budget cuts for the 2020-2021 school 
year. This outcome was due in no small measure to the 
outpouring of community support for KMES demon-
strated as mountain folk packed the school board meet-
ing with many speakers detailing the special qualities 
that underlie the excellent educational experience at our 
school. With continuation assured, KMES moved forward with the first prospective stu-
dent tours of the campus on December 4th. Upcoming prospective family tours are set 

for 8:00 am on January 16, February 11, and March 
16. Spaces are available for transfer students in all 
grades. Any Mountain families who have Kindergart-
ners that will be joining us in the Fall of 2020 are en-
couraged to contact Lesli Schmutz in the school office, 
650/712-7180. It would be helpful to quantify class 
size projections as soon as possible. Registration for 
the 2020-2021 school year begins on January 21st. 
(School is closed Jan. 20 for Martin Luther King Day.) 
 

-11-



Al’s Place: I am reluctant to muse about restaurants because (1) we’re surrounded by so many wonderful 
eateries the musings could be endless; and (2) tastes differ widely. But I visited one with my “very foody 
daughter” (her occupation is recipe & food product development for nationwide producers) and we were 
both smitten by the fare. So I feel compelled to give Al’s Place a mention. It is situated in the heart of San 
Francisco’s Mission District, at 1499 Valencia (corner 26th St.). The menu is unique and phenomenal.    
Dinner is a selection of shared plates, served in waves to your table and the flavor combinations are sub-
lime. Examples: pear curry black lime-cod w/winter squash & poha berry; lightly cured trout w/crispy potato, 
bashed turnips & bagna cauda dipping sauce; casareccia [an unusual pasta], lamb bacon, quince,        
umeboshi [a Japanese pickled fruit] & egg yolk. The restaurant is modest in size; the service is outstanding. 
Reservations are essential. (See www.alsplacesf.com).  
 

Cinopolis: The upscale movie theater at Hillsdale Mall has opened and it’s quite a treat. It consists of 
about a dozen small theaters seating 75 – 100 each. Seat reservations are encouraged – online at the 
theater’s website – www.cinopolis.com. You select your show and particular seat(s). Ticket prices range 
from about $9 to $16, depending on time (matinees are less than primetime evenings, etc.) The seating is 
decadent! Tons of leg room, reclining leather seats, side table for food and beverage. Servers will take your 
beverage order (ranging from water to whiskey) and snack order. Food & beverage pricing is refreshingly 
normal. We saw Uncut Gems [starring Adam Sandler]. It’s a creatively written “dark comedy”, fast moving, 
terrifically cast and directed and very funny at times.  
 

San Carlos Chickens’ Ball: This incredibly funny biennial “amateur variety show” is reportedly the oldest 
school PTA fundraiser in the country! Its origins go back to 1940 when a group of San Carlos parents 
sought to raise “milk money” for their children’s school. It morphed into an event that in recent times has 
become a fundraiser for performing arts in the San Carlos elementary schools. The performers are veter-
ans of amateur Bay Area stage. Some are third generation performers of San Carlos families. The Chick-
ens’ Ball variety acts range from dance to melodrama performed to the accompaniment of the all-volunteer 
“Poultry Philharmonic Orchestra”. It is well-rehearsed, wonderfully directed and very entertaining; per-
formed in an appropriate San Carlos school auditorium. The skits are often irreverent and can be a little   
off-color but never beyond “PG”.  There are seven performances over the weekends of March 13-15 & 20-
22. See www.chickensball.org for more information and advance tickets (strongly recommended). Definitely 
worth a “trip down the hill”. 
Okay, on to… 

HOMEOWNER INSURANCE 101 [Part 2] 
 

Last month’s Musings contained a crash course in the anatomy (organization) of the standard California home-
owner insurance policy. This month’s installment addresses “Coverage A” and “Coverage B”. Coverage A insures your 
principal residence structure together with attached structures such as an adjoining (attached) garage, workshop, deck-
ing and the like. Coverage B affords insurance for loss to “other structures” upon the premises that are not attached to 
the main dwelling.  

Coverage A (for your residence structure) and Coverage B (for other structures) are written to insure against all 
risks of loss except those causes of loss specifically excluded in the policy. Thus, these insured structures are covered 
against loss from the perils of fire, explosion, falling objects (from trees to airplanes), vandalism, hail, wind, vehicle    
collision, electrical arcing, and just about everything else you can think of except those perils specifically excluded in 
the policy. (We’ll get to those!) Even if the loss is a result of an insured’s own negligence, such as leaving a pot on the 
stove or an open container of gasoline next to the water heater, the loss is covered if the cause of loss is 
not specifically excluded.  (Intentional damage by an insured is not covered!) Since the coverages are writ-
ten to cover all risks of loss other than those perils specifically excluded, if there is a controversy as to the 
cause of loss, in California it is generally the burden of the insurer to prove that the loss was caused by an 
excluded peril.  

 
 

 
 January 2020 

 

by 
Marty Eisenberg 
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One cause of loss that is almost universally and specifically ex-
cluded from coverage under a homeowner policy is “earth movement”. 
Thus, if a hillside behind your home gives way due to heavy rains and 
slides into your home, there is no coverage under the typical homeowner 
policy. Coverage for perils of earth movement may be available under an earthquake policy that basically 
covers damage resulting from earth movement.) If your home is at substantial risk of damage from an un-
stable hillside nearby, it may be prudent to explore earthquake (earth movement) coverage with your insur-
ance agent. 

Coverage B affords coverage for “other structures” which are separated from the main dwelling by clear 
space or connected to the main dwelling by only a fence, utility line or “similar connection”. Examples are a 
detached garage or workshop, a secondary cottage, a detached gazebo and deck, retaining walls, gates 
and fencing. Such structures are generally insured for 10% of your Coverage A (primary dwelling structure) 
limit and the amount of your insurance upon your main dwelling (Coverage A) is not reduced by sums paid 
out on account of damage to such other structures under Coverage B. That is, the coverage is generally 
“additional insurance” over and above your Coverage A policy limit.  

Some important cautionary words concerning detached structures. If you have a detached garage with 
some workshop space and cabinets and your dwelling coverage is (as an example) $1 million, the chances 
of being able to replace that garage-workshop for $100,000.00 (10% of your Coverage A dwelling limit) if it 
burns to the ground or a falling tree crushes it could be very slim!  You should have a conversation with 
your insurance agent about obtaining additional “other structures” coverage. Also, unlike insurance upon 
your main/primary dwelling house, the use you make of other structures on your residence premises can 
present significant insurance pitfalls. If your “other structure” is rented out to others and is anything more 
than just a garage, it may not be covered at all under the typical homeowner policy. (If it’s rented to an im-
mediate family member, it may still be covered. Read your policy and/or check with your agent.) So if you 
have a separate cottage or a separate combination garage and living space and you rent it out to others, 
you need to talk to your agent about obtaining separate coverage for such a structure. Also, if you have a 
separate structure on your residential property from which you conduct a business, that structure is gener-
ally also not covered under your homeowner policy. (The definition of what constitutes “conducting a busi-
ness” in the typical homeowner’s policy is generally very broad. It is often defined to include part-time and 
even casual, occasional business use.) If you are presented with those kinds of circumstances, you need to 
obtain separate additional insurance for that structure. Talk to your insurance agent! 

Having related that Coverages A and B insure for all risks of loss except those specifically excluded, it 
begs the question of just what risks (perils) are excluded from Coverages A and B? While the standard ISO 
form HO-3 has a section entitled “Section I Perils Insured Against”, the exclusions from the “all risks of 
physical loss” are scattered about in other parts of Section I part of the insurance form. (That doesn’t make 
reading and understanding the policy form easy!) Exceptions to the “all risks” nature of Coverages A & B 
are, unfortunately, often scattered about the Coverage A and Coverage B policy provisions. For example, 
while the main dwelling is insured against loss from weight of snow and ice, fences, retaining walls and 
bulkheads generally are not. Policies generally insure against loss resulting from sudden and accident dis-
charge of water from within the plumbing system but generally do not insure loss resulting discharge of wa-
ter from plumbing due to freezing unless the household heating system remains on or the plumbing is shut 
off and water drained from the system and appliances. Theft of building materials not yet incorporated into 
the dwelling are generally excluded (but could be covered under personal property coverage – Coverage 
C). Damage/loss due to vandalism is not covered if the structure has been vacant for 60 days immediately 
prior to the damage. Also excluded is damage resulting from mold or wet-rot except if resulting from an es-
cape of water from within a plumbing system in a manner for which there is coverage afforded by the pol-
icy. Also excluded is wear, tear, deterioration; damage from smog, rust, corrosion, pollution and birds, ver-
min, rodents, insects and animals owned or kept by an insured. (That pretty much does away with damage 
caused by wood destroying organisms unless you suffer a “collapse” of all or part of the dwelling structure 
due to the unknown presence of wood destroying organisms. “Sagging, bending, leaning or bulging” of the 
structure isn’t enough. It has to be an abrupt falling down or caving. That pretty much eliminates from cov-
erage from wood destroying insects.  All the exclusionary language aside, the good news is that losses re-
sulting from fire are covered!  

That’s it for this month. Next month I’ll outline how much and when you can expect your insurance com-
pany to pay for a loss covered under Coverages A and B.  
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Lynn Hanna 
1946-2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lynn Hanna’s children, Noah and Sierrah, sent this tribute about their mother to the Echo.  
 

It is with a sad heart that we tell you that our mom, Lynn Hanna, has passed away. 
She was at the airport on her way to Scotland when she unexpectedly had a heart at-
tack. Scotland was the setting of many of her books and her spiritual home.  

She loved living on the mountain and was happy to make her living caring for ani-
mals. She had a preternatural connection with animals. The fussiest animals would 
walk right up to her, rub her leg and roll right over.  

Her ashes will be with her family and scattered in the hills of the Scottish Highlands. 
In lieu of flowers, please consider making a donation to a charity that supports animals 
or encourages young people to express themselves through writing.  
 
There were no particular charities that she worked with, but these seem right: 
 

The Peninsula Humane Society / SPCA https://phs-spca.org/donate/  
 

826 Valencia (a nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting under-resourced stu-
dents in their writing) https://826valencia.org/history/ 
 

If you'd like to read some of her work, here is the Amazon link to her first book and 
also to the book of her friend in Scotland, Sanita Trumpika. My mom helped edit 
Sanita's book when they were in Scotland together last year. 
 

Lynn’s book: 
The Starry Child (The Starry Child Series, Book 1 of 3) https://www.amazon.com/dp/
B005JQ0OII/ref=cm_sw_r_cp_api_i_pju9DbEWYVD67 
 

Sanita’s book: 
Fljótdís: Daughter of the North https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07RBS6W1Q/
ref=cm_sw_r_cp_api_i_Fsu9DbBZNAZYX 

 
Our mom lives on in her writing and in the hearts of the people and animals she 

loved so dearly. We are doing free Kindle downloads of Mom’s books since writing was 
her passion and we want to share with as many people as possible.  
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January 2020 Kings Mountain Community Calendar 

The Kings Mountain Echo is published monthly by the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc, a non-profit, 
volunteer organization. The Editor is Eileen Fredrikson. All opinions are those of the commentator/writer and not 
those of the publisher.  
Echo submissions should be emailed to eileenfredrikson@comcast.net Please reference “the Echo” in the     
subject line. The Echo deadline is the 26th of each month. The editor retains discretion to edit all submissions for 
space and content.  
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