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Hello Neighbors:
Happy almost Valentine’s Day everyone. We hope you have all recovered from the Super Bowl disappointment and are feeling happy (even romantic) by now. We were not on the mountain for the
game, but understand the delicious food at the Mountain House Super Bowl watching party left that
crowd quite lively and happy, even after a dismal 4th quarter performance sealed the fate of our home
team.
This February Echo is mostly about things we know and love about the mountain. It speaks to the
things/organizations that are vital to our community and deserve our support in return. The annual
breakout of emergency services from our Fire department (pg 4) makes clear why you should complete
and send in the attached 2020 Household Membership form with dues to the KMVFB if you have not already done so. Likewise, the KMA sent thanks to 2020 paid up members. If your name does not appear
on the list on page 8, please use their membership renewal (pg 9) to bring your membership current.
These are the folks who provide five big community parties each year, monthly movie nights and numerous forums to interest and enlighten our world view. You will find the Community Center event
dates for 2020 in the KMA minutes. Please set up a save the date notice on your shiny new 2020 calendars and plan to attend any or all of them.
Our fabulous Art Fair Marketing Team is already plotting how to make the 2020 KMAF the biggest
and most profitable ever. If you or a willing close friend works at Facebook or Google, please help them
gain access to your credits on those social media platforms as described on page 7. The Art Fair Marketing Team is also looking for a team member to take on the job of placing widespread listings in media calendars around the Bay Area. Please read the job description on page 13, followed by your editor’s recent experience in Singapore that really confirms the importance of this volunteer position.
There is a great deal of happy news about strong classroom academics at KMES. In addition, the
school will add a transitional kindergarten to our current K/1 for the next school year. School tours for
prospective enrollment for it are underway and for available spaces in other grades. See the enclosed
Cabrillo brochure about KMES for more information.
Our intrepid columnist Marty Eisenberg continues his tutorial, which he has titled Homeowner Insurance 101. You probably could not get a better course anywhere at any price. Jack Rix’s March movie
pick also plays into this issue’s “love” theme. It is a bitter-sweet, warm story about circumstances we
will all face with loved ones someday.
Finally, this issue presents time critical instructions about the public access days scheduled in 2020
at the Djerassi Resident Artist Program. One of the most prestigious such programs in the world, demand to attend the sculpture hikes of this property is quite high. Look at the dates and instructions for
the on-line lottery on pages 14 & 15. The hikes and explanations about the works and work of the Djerassi program are well worth the effort and its presence here should be a source of pride for us all.
Stay well and stay engaged,
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist

Warning from the KM Fire Department:

Please Do Not Plug Space Heaters into Power Strips.
Heating elements in space heaters can get up to more than 500 degrees Fahrenheit.
As soon as the temperature drops, you may feel the
need to crank up the heat. But before you plug in that
dusty old space heater this winter, you'll want to follow
this safety tip: don't use extension cords and power strips.
You should never plug a heater into a power strip.
These units are not designed to handle the high current
flow needed for a space heater and can overheat or even
catch fire due to the added energy flow. A space heater
should only be plugged directly into the wall, and always keep an eye on it when it's in use.
Also, make sure you're operating them in a safe manner. Make sure there's a space at
least a minimum of three feet around that space heater.
Nearly half of all home heating fires occur in December, January and February. Space
heaters, whether portable or stationary, account for nearly one-third of home heating fires.
If you're planning on using a space heater this winter, follow these five safety tips from
Electrical Safety Foundation International (ESFI):
• Turn space heaters off and unplug them when you go to bed or leave the room.
• Keep space heaters three feet away from anything that can burn.
• Plug space heaters directly into a wall outlet. Do not plug any other electrical devices into
the same outlet as the heater.
• Place space heaters on level, flat surfaces. Never place heaters on cabinets, tables, furniture, or carpet, which can overheat and start a fire.

Sources: CBS Interactive Inc., EFSI.
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on January 14, 2020
ATTENDANCE: Joe Rockmore, Anna Roesch-Tubbs, Kim Ohlund, Julia Simmons, Kathy Shubin,
Hank Stern, Matt King, Ted Thayer, and Bill Rosenberg.
Board Vice President Joe Rockmore called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:35 pm.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the December 10, 2019
Board meeting were previously posted and approved electronically.
BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin reported the following uses of
the Community Center in December 2019:
Exercise/Dance Classes

5

Monthly Community Board Meetings

2

KMVFB Training & Maintenance

5

Community Events/Parties

4

Private Events/Parties

2

TOTAL USES FOR THE MONTH

18

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Anna Roesch-Tubbs reported that the 2019 year end financials
are in progress and will presented to the Board once complete.

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the monthly incident report for December
and the annual incident report 2019 by email:

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: December 2019 report:
Medical aid

6

Vehicle accident

3

Public assist

18

Firefighter standby

0

Vehicle fire

0

Smoke check

0

Structure fire

0

Vegetation fire

0

Hazardous materials

0

Rescue

0

Cover assignment

0

Alarm sounding

3

Water tender group response

0

Trash fire

0

TOTAL # RESPONSES FOR
THE MONTH

30

AVERAGE # OF
RESPONDERS

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response: 1
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4.2

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: TOTAL YEAR 2019
Medical aid

78

Vehicle accident

41

Public assist

120

Firefighter standby

14

Vehicle fire

1

Smoke check

31

Structure fire

6

Vegetation fire

7

Hazardous materials

2

Rescue

1

Cover assignment

0

Alarm sounding

23

Water tender group response

11

Trash fire

1

TOTAL # RESPONSES in 2019

336

AVERAGE # OF RESPONDERS

4.4

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response: 15
OLD BUSINESS:
Sale/Valuation of 1998 Freightliner Pumper: Joe Rockmore reported that there are three additional
companies that would potentially list the pumper for sale. The commission fees that these companies
charge on are the same as the company that Julia Simmons had previously contacted. Julia Simmons
reported that the company that she had contacted will price the pumper as soon as the Board provides
photographs and additional details on the pumper. Julia indicated that she will provide the Board with the
proposed asking price for consideration prior to listing.
KM CERT Update: Kim Ohlund reported on the CERT schedule for 2020 drills. Drills are planned for
February 29, May 2, July 25, and October 3. CERT is also looking to build membership and increase the
number of HAM operators this year.
Tree Removal: Joe Rockmore reported that the revised bids on tree removal previously requested by
the Board had not yet been received. This item was continued to a future meeting to review bids.
Use of Community Center During Outages: The Board discussed the initial rules for use of the
community center during outages that were published in the January ECHO. Ted Thayer and Kathy
Shubin will develop a more detailed plan for the Board to consider at a later meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:
Terry Fotre Aussie Fire Fighter Donation Request: This item was continued to a future meeting.
Coffee Service in the Community Center: Bill Rosenberg requested that the Board consider upgrading
the coffee service in the community center to a permanent high volume coffee maker. Bill offered to bring
back a specific plan for the purchase and upgrade of the coffee service at a future meeting.
MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:05 pm. NEXT MEETING: February 11, 2020 at 7:30 pm
Respectfully submitted, Ted Thayer, Secretary
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Kings Mountain Residents:
Please Renew Your 2020 Household
Membership in the KM Volunteer Fire Brigade
(Your dues and donations are tax-deductible)
Our New Engine 56
Has Arrived!

Kings Mountain Firefighters at Work, Serving You
The Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Department, funded by the Fire Brigade, provides
emergency service response to 911 calls in the Kings Mountain area. To pay for Fire
Department operations and equipment, the Fire Brigade depends on Art Fair support,
your annual membership dues and donations.
Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade
2020 Resident Membership Renewal Form
Annual membership dues are $35. Additional donation: $_________
Please send check to: Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc.
13889 Skyline Blvd., Woodside, CA 94062
Or use PayPal to pay at www.kingsmountainonline.com/kmvfb

Name ____________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Phone ___________________ email __________________________________
The KMVFB is a non-profit 501(3)c organization.
All dues and donations are tax deductible. Tax I.D. # 94-1650185
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KMA Board Meeting Minutes
January 8, 2020
Board Members Present: Cindy Oldham, Cindy Phelps, Betsy Rix, Eric Soult, Jenn
Soult, Amber Steele, Marlene Stern, Holly Winnen, Eileen Fredrikson (Echo).
Call to Order: Jenn called the meeting to order at 6:56 pm.
No Walk-Ins
Approval of Minutes: There was no December meeting. The November meeting
minutes were approved on line and published in the December Echo.
Treasurers Report: Eric presented income and expenses for 2019.
So far, 25 people have sent in memberships for 2020. Comments for suggested KMA
activities were read and discussed. Appreciation for this community input was expressed.
No Public Notices
Holiday Party: The December Holiday Event was very successful and well attended.
Appreciation was expressed to Larry and Pat Mann, Hiep Ho, Jan Lundberg and all
others who helped make this such a good event.
Blood Drive: The next KMA blood drive is scheduled for Saturday, January 11. Enough
people have signed up to help but there are still empty slots for donations. The Board
recognized the incredible amount of work that Cindy Phelps has done to manage this
new community activity, from scheduling to outreach to set up to making sure that each
blood drive day goes smoothly.
2020 Events: The five regular events were scheduled. One board member will take the
lead role for each event, as follows:
Holly: Spring Brunch – April 5
Betsy: Annual Dinner – May 2
Cindy O: Summer Party – July 12
Eric: Halloween – Oct 31
Marlene: Holiday – Dec 6
Board Membership: A nominating committee was set up for the 2020-2021 board
membership recruitment. Eileen F. and Cindy O. will choose a community member to
serve on the committee to find two people to fill upcoming board vacancies.
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Fuel Break: Sandy Shapero has suggested that KMA have a follow-up meeting with a
San Mateo County Park representative regarding the fuel breaks on Kings Mountain Rd.
The Board voted to approve this event as part of our speaker series.
Housekeeping: We will investigate purchasing options for compostable supplies. At
movie night, we will suggest that people bring their own cups and glasses to promote a
culture of zero waste.
Speaker Series: Documentary films and local author suggestions were made and will be
followed up on. Community suggestions for speakers and events are always welcome.
Music Night: These nights will continue and will be hosted by a board member.
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm.
The KMA (Kings Mtn Association) now has an updated email address:
kma@kingsmountainonline.com
The KMA http://www.kingsmountainonline.com/community/kma exists to enhance and
benefit our community. Guests are welcome to the board meetings, which are generally
on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm at the Community Center.
Monthly meeting notes are posted in the Kings Mountain Echo
http://www.kingsmountainonline.com/kings-mountain-echo.
We encourage residents to bring topic ideas and speakers to our attention.
We’d love to hear from you. Email us at kma@kingsmountainonline.com.

Looking for Google/Facebook Credits for Art Fair Promotion
We are starting to plan our social media campaign for the 2020 Art Fair. We try to
promote the fair in the most effective and cost-efficient manner.
One of the ways we do that is to use credits that Google and
Facebook grant to their employees. Both companies have a
program that allows an employee to grant free advertising to their
choice of non-profits. Last year, 7 Google or Facebook
employees donated their credits, which allowed us to reach an
audience that we had not reached before and at no cost to the
Fair. It is a very generous gift.
Our request is this: If you, a family member or a friend is an employee of Google or
Facebook, please consider asking them if they would be willing to donate their August
and September credits to the Art Fair. Many employees are not aware of the program but
Sheena can assist them in how to do it. We promise to make it as easy as possible to
help us out.
Just let us know NOW that you are an employee and Sheena will contact you when it
is closer. Thanks in advance!
Sheena Mawson smmawson@gmail.com and Sandy Shapero sandy@toofar.net
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KMA 2020 Paid Memberships
Thank you to neighbors who joined or renewed their memberships in the Kings Mountain
Association for 2020. We appreciate your support and encourage everyone to participate in the
KMA sponsored community events that your dues make possible. Memberships are to be paid
per calendar year (Jan 1 - Dec 31) - Your membership must be up to date in order to continue to
receive your Kamps or Ferrel Gas KMA Discount. An updated membership list is provided to both
vendors once a month or as memberships are paid. Please find below the 2020 KMA
memberships paid as of 1/29/2020. Jenn Soult, KMA Board President
RJ Jennings & Stacy McCarthy
Bill & Claudia McClenahan
Steve Michelson
David Miller & Kathy Kennedy
Mark & Denise Moriarity
David & Karen Morrison
Stephanie Nash & Chad Corriveau
Dawn Neisser
John & Kimberly Ohlund
Cindy Oldham
Phil and AnnMarie Oyer
Marty & Cindy Phelps
Melvin & Gail Piestrup
Cindy Pitt
Emily Powell Palmer
Dave Porter
Dave & Shelley Richenbach
Jack & Betsy Rix
Anna Roesch
Ben Rosner & Sarah Elson
Marcia Rudd
Jim Russel & Jill Olson
John Samish
Matt Schmeckte & Andrea Warner
Harold Segelstad
Sandy & Rich Shapero
Elliot & Kathy Shubin
Bob & Julia Simmons
Skymoon Ranch/Jean Farmwald
Jim & Elle Smith
Teri Smith
Jenn & Eric Soult
Niel & Carol Soult
William & Nancy Spain
Amber Steele & Steev Dinkins
Hank & Marlene Stern
Bruce Stienstra & Tin Gazzanp & Steve Reginto
Rick Sturiza & Mary Aiken
Margaret Thayer
Eric Thompson & Javier Espinoza
Jean Turri
Jim Wickett & Magdalena Yesil
Holly Winnen
Harry & Alexa & Joshua & Alex Wong

Beverly Abbott
Nick & Marilyn Alafouzos
Keith & Bev Anderson
Christine Ashton _ Kelly & Ken Barnard
Tom Barry & Brenda Christensen
Dan & Crystal Barry
James Bartlett & Theodore Hax
Erin & Bruce & Forrest Baumgartner
Al & Jeanne Bell
Andy Beyer & Jennifer Turri
Peggy & Terry Bogart
Gail Burns & Michael Matousek
Bill & Jeanne & Sarah Carlson
Vincent Chiarello
Michelle Covell & Sumit Roy
John Deflore & Jan Roletto
Matthew DeVerdi
Hermann Dietrich & HyeMyoung Kim
Thomas & Pam Douglas
Gail Ferraris & Bob Nutting
Alma Fletcher
Carol Forster
Jon & Eileen Fredrikson
Claudia Fung & Ricky Hsu
Gary Gamel
James & Christina Geranios
Tim & Carrie German
Benjamin Gueret
Douglas & Barbara Gustafsen
Keith & Cindy Heintzelman
David Hinkle
Jeanette Hyer & Arturo Alvarez-Buylla
Fred Johansen
Marty Johnson & Maria Quijano-Johnson
Steve & Betty Johnson
Andy & Janet Jurian
Gabrielle & Victor Kehdr
Laura Klein & Eric Prestemon
Margot & Nick Walsh
Nick & Heidi Kromat
Duane & Janice Leveque
Larene Lewis & Bob Zontos
Larry & Pat Mann
Jim Martin & Elana Gomel

Editor’s Note: Please use the Membership form on the next page to join or renew your support for our community
association. Their leadership providing forums of interest and importance to our unique neighborhood is
fundamental to the strength of our community. It takes a mountain.
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It’s time to renew your
Kings Mountain Association
Membership for 2020!
2020 KMA Membership Form

KMA@kingsmountainonline.com
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February 2020 School News
Breaking News: Transitional Kindergarten coming to KMES!
Kings Mountain Elementary will add Transitional Kindergarten for the 2020-2021
school year. The TK students will be taught by Debbie Silveria in a combined TK/K/1
classroom. Ms. Silveria, who also serves as the KMES Site Coordinator, is networking
with the TK/K/1 teacher in La Honda/Pescadero where they have been implementing
this combination class for many years.
To be eligible for TK in 2020-2021, a student must have been born between September 2 and December 2 of 2015. Kings Mountain parents with children born within these
parameters should attend planned school tours scheduled for February 11th or March
16th. Both tours begin at 8:00 am. If neither date works for your family, please call Lesli
Schmutz at the school office to arrange a visit: (650) 712-7180.
School Tours are in Full Swing
Registration for the upcoming school year kicked off on Tuesday, January 21st.
KMES school tours have gone well and have included Mountain, Coastside and Redwood City families. The families have students of all ages/grades as well as Kindergarteners. KMES will host an open house for current and prospective families on Saturday, March 28th from 10 AM to noon. All neighbors are also encouraged to stop by…just
to have some fun and renew their acquaintance with our excellent local school.
Music is back on the Mountain
The New Year brought the return of Music Specialist Marcus Cooper to the KMES
curriculum. His music program is one of the enrichment programs funded with Art Fair
grants to the KMAP 501c3 and is very popular with students in all classrooms. Mr. Cooper’s high energy classes have enlivened 2020 with a variety of new musical fun. Singing, rhythm exercises and instrument playing fills the Lions Den every Friday. What the
students have learned will be on full display at the KMES Music Extravaganza: Friday,
April 24, 5-7:00 pm. The first hour will be performance pieces with Mr. Marcus directing
our students and displaying skills learned in music class this year. Then the program
switches to an open mic format to showcase the many talents of our KMES community.
Back by popular demand will be a Staff performance. Save the date, you really don’t
want to miss that!
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Classroom News
Students hit the ground running on their return from holiday
with their usual zest for learning. First up was the annual Scripps
National Spelling Bee. Akshaya Karmegam was the last speller
standing at the contest among KMES students, correctly spelling
“archives” in the final round. Akshaya will next be taking the Bay
Area Regional Spelling Bee online test. Well done, Akshaya, and
good luck!
Shell Cleave from Sea Hugger came to educate our
students about the dangers of single-use-plastic. Her
work focuses on kids in hopes that they will become future conservationists. Shell read aloud from her book The Littlest Sea Hugger featuring her grandson and his experiences at Half Moon Bay Beaches.
K/1: students began by setting their 2020 school and personal goals. Big themes in
January classes included a unit about Martin Luther
King, Jr. and the Lunar New Year…learning about the
sun and moon during science. Changing Perspectives
challenged students to learn the sign language alphabet.
Miss Lesli from the school office was invited to K/1 to listen to students read during Readers Workshop. Math included learning about shapes: hexagons, trapezoids, triangles, rhombuses, cubes, and cylinders. Shapes continued into writing by creating haiku, acrostic, rebus and
shape poems
The K/1 Project Learning driving question is, Where does garbage really go?
2/3: It has been a great start to the New Year in 2nd and 3rd grade. As the classes
begin the new decade, students are diving into new units of study in reading, writing,
and mathematics. In reading and writing, the emphasis is on reading fiction books with
strong characters. Students are learning to pay close attention to characters in their
stories by making observations about what the character says and does. Students are
also beginning to form theories about their characters and assigning character traits
based on evidence from the text. The new read aloud book, A Dog’s Life by Ann Martin, is helping learn how authors develop characters
over a story. In math, Students started a new unit
on units of measure (time, weight, and length). Students are currently learning how to tell time on digital/analogue clocks and calculating elapsed time for
different scenarios. Students are also completing a
project called “Time of Your Life” where they are
creating a schedule for a dream birthday party.
Students are planning their entire birthday day with
activities and calculating how much time each activity will last and when they will start.
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The driving question for the next Project Based learning will be. How can I create a
character for a puppet show performance? Students will be making puppets and writing scripts to perform a puppet show for the k/1 class.
4/5: Students returned refreshed after the holiday and have been busy finishing up
current math units and are excited to begin a new unit; New Year, New Unit. The fourth
grade is beginning geometry, which is very vocabulary intensive. The classroom is
continuing their Project Learning driving question of why are our oceans important.
Students are starting to focus in on the area they want to learn more about. They are
also finishing a class movie about their beach clean-up work. They are looking forward
to sharing it with everyone.

Kings Mountain
Elementary School

KMES Offers 21st Century
Career & Citizenship
Readiness
Project Based Learning

January 16 - February 11 March 16

Student- Centered learning through active
exploration of real-world challenges.

Upcoming Tour Dates

Inquiry Based
Science Program Guided by

All Tours take place at 8am.
RSVP Preferred.
650-712-7180
schmutzl@cabrillo.k12.ca.us

Next Generation Science Standards with a
dedicated specialist.

Need an alternate date/time? Just ask.
KMES is Located at: 211 Swett Rd – Woodside,
CA 94062

Daily Onsite After School Care:

KMES is proud to partner with Venture Free
Children’s Center to offer onsite care daily until 6pm. VFCC offers an interactive program focused on outdoor learning and life skills, find
out more at www.venturefreefoundation.org

Getting There? Carpooling is the
Name of the Game!
Most families who attend KMES carpool. Our
PTO can help connect you
with carpooling options.
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Social Emotional
Learning Focused Second Step
and Anti Bullying Program Implemented
throughout campus

Disability Awareness
Programming Changing Perspectives Interactive Curriculum

Enrichment Programming
Including Culinary Arts, Music & Art
in Action

Multi-Age Classrooms by
Design Classroom Aide During Core
Instructional Hours. Teachers with a combined 20+ years multi-age experience.
Kings Mountain Elementary School
is a proud member of Cabrillo Unified School District.

Questions?
Contact our School Office 650-712-7180 or
visit our website
kingsmountain.cabrillo.k12.ca.us

Art Fair Marketing Team Opportunity: Event Listing Volunteer Needed
Dear Kings Mountain Neighbors,
The Art Fair marketing team is looking for a volunteer to work on KMAF event
posting. The objective of this position is to post the Art Fair event in key newspapers,
websites, TV, and radio (these are free postings). This is an important position as
people turn to the different media to search for fun Labor Day events and we want them
to come here.
Much of the work can be done in the evenings because most postings are online
but there are some phone calls to the top targets. This job is primarily done in July and
August. This person does not have to have PR experience but should be organized,
assertive, comfortable making phone calls, and motivated to help us get art-buying
people to the fair.
This volunteer works closely with Sheena Mawson, PR team leader, and Sandy
Shapero, Marketing Chair to ensure there is a consistent PR/marketing message. It’s a
fun team (Cindy Oldham (advertising), Carrie German (artists/postcards), Erin Bixler
Baumgartner (print PR), Sheena Mawson (PR/social media) and Sandy Shapero. There
are approximately 3 meetings between January and August. If you have ideas about
someone who might be interested, please contact Sandy at sandy@toofar.net, 8519832 or Sheena Mawson at smmawson@gmail.com, 851-2581.
Thanks! Sandy and Sheena
Editor’s Note: If you need evidence about the importance and effectiveness of KMAF
calendar listings, I have a testimonial that may convince you. Last week, I was enjoying
a conversation with an interesting woman I met in Singapore, when she told me she
visits her daughter in San Francisco every summer. When I began describing where I
live near the city she said, “Why, that sounds like where I went to a big art show in
September! My daughter’s family had never been there, but my son-in-law saw the
show listed somewhere and decided we should go.” When I said yes, you were at the
Kings Mountain Art Fair, she said, “I bought a huge cookie from a lady who said the
money went to their PTA. My daughter bought a leather handbag that was quite
expensive, but very beautiful, I must admit.” It seems her grandchildren especially
enjoyed Kiddie Hollow, in spite of asking, “are we there yet?” in the car all the way to
Kings Mountain.
I must admit, I was flabbergasted and more than a little proud to meet someone halfway around the world who had discovered and greatly enjoyed the Kings Mountain Art
Fair. Of course, I invited her and her family to come visit the 2020 show when she will
again be in SF over Labor Day Weekend. However, you could reach far more people by
spreading the word through media calendar placements. Please consider volunteering
to take this on. Besides, working with the KMAF marketing team will be personally
rewarding and a lot of fun.
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2020 Djerassi Sculpture Hike Reservation Lottery Goes Live Soon
Three Types of Guided Tours
The Djerassi Resident Artist Program
hosts some of the most esteemed artists
of our time in six sessions per year. They
come to Kings Mountain from all over the
world, creating works in many disciplines
while in residence. This includes over 130
site-inspired sculptures created specifically
to be left on the beautiful Djerassi property. The Program offers a selection of
these works on guided hike tours available
to the public on a limited basis only. The
tours include 12 free and 10 fee-based
hikes:
5 Director’s Hikes led by Margot H. Knight, Executive Director
5 strenuous Everything Hikes led by expert docent Dennis Ruby
12 free Public Hikes led by docents
Djerassi is considered one of the most prestigious resident artist programs in the
world. It is a rare point of distinction about Kings Mountain that we should all be proud
to learn more about when tour opportunities are made available. That time is now!
The Free Public Hikes reservation lottery takes place on Monday, February
24th at 9:00 am. Free public hikes are 3 hours long, about 3.5 miles and led by a “rockstar” team of docent volunteers; (including Kings Mountain neighbors trained by Djerassi professionals). Two hike options are available: Standard and Stations Loop. The
Standard route is the original hike and explores more than 25 works of art. The
Stations Loop route is great for returning hikers and covers different areas than the
Standard hike.
There is no Registration Fee, however, participants for the Free Public Hikes are
chosen by online lottery! If you are one of the 20 lottery winners for your hike selection,
you will be notified of your winning status via email.
SIGN UP FOR LOTTERY #1 (March-July hikes) 9:00 am, Monday, February 24
Limited to 2 participants per reservation. Hikes are from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm. The reservation link will go live on February 24th at www.djerassi.org/events/sculpture-hikes/
P1: Sunday, March 29, Stations Loop
P2: Sunday, April 12, Stations Loop
P3: Sunday, May 3, Stations Loop
P4: Sunday, May 31, Standard Route
P5: Sunday, June 14, Standard Route
P6: Sunday, July 5, Standard Route
Lottery #2 (June to November hikes) reservation link will go live on Monday, June 1st.
The schedule and times for these will be posted in the May 2020 Echo.
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All hikes are led on unpaved, steep
trails that climb a minimum of 300 feet
in elevation, and hikers may come
across animals that consider the Program home. All participants should bring
water and wear layered clothing and
sturdy walking shoes.
Advance reservations are required for
all hikes. Once a hike begins, attendees
must stay with the group and remain for
the duration of the hike. Djerassi cancels hikes only in extreme weather.
The Director’s Hikes
These hike last 3.5 to 4.5 hours, cover about 3.5 miles, and let hikers visit more than
35 sculptures and the Artists’ Studios. Those attending the Director’s Hikes 1, 2 and 4
should bring a sack lunch. Director’s Hikes 3 and 5 begin promptly at 5:00 pm and conclude with wine and cheese in the McElwee Family Artists’ Barn, in time for an ocean
sunset. Registration Fee (non-refundable):
$50 per person for Director’s Hikes 1, 2 and 4
$60 per person for Director’s Hikes 3 and 5 (includes refreshments)
RESERVATION LINK LIVE: 9:00 am, Monday, February 24
D1: Sunday, March 8, 10 am – 2:30 pm
D2: Sunday, May 17, 10 am – 2:30 pm
D3: Thursday, June 11, 5 pm – 8:30 pm
D4: Sunday, July 19, 10 am – 2:30 pm
D5: Friday, August 28, 5 pm – 8:30 pm
The Everything Hikes
Led by expert docent Dennis Ruby, these hikes cover 5 miles, last 6 hours, and are
strenuous. Bring a bag lunch. Discover reaches of the property unseen on other hikes.
Registration Fee (non-refundable) $50 per person.
RESERVATION LINK LIVE:
9:00 am, Monday, February 24
E1: Tuesday, March 10, 10 am – 4 pm
E2: Thursday, April 9, 10 am – 4 pm
E3: Saturday, May 9, 10 am – 4 pm
E4: Thursday, June 4, 10 am – 4 pm
E5: Monday, Nov. 23, 10 am – 4 pm
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February 2020
by
Marty Eisenberg

Diplomacy vs. Conflict: I attended a riveting presentation by a U.S. Marine colonel (on assignment to Stanford’s
Hoover Institution on War, Revolution and Peace) addressing the evolving paradigm of international conflict. He
advanced that the era of superiority of armadas and great fleets led by “exquisite” battleships and aircraft carriers
has shifted as a result of the proliferation and accuracy of intermediate and long range missiles. These weapons
can lay waste to surface fleets from great distances. He advanced that the developing model of strength and
deterrence is promotion of agreements among allies to establish strategic land-based outposts and citadels at
strategic locations around the globe. They can be manned by allies or by joint forces. They can be abundantly
armed and are not nearly as vulnerable to the uncertainties of resupply and arrival as are ships. They can respond more immediately to menacing threats than can a fleet that must potentially travel great distances. The
colonel observed that development of such bases requires extensive diplomatic negotiation and agreements. He
opined that while elements of the U.S. military are being better funded than in some past years, the funds are no
substitute for the essentials of a diplomatic corps to develop agreements among nations. They are no less essential to defense than combatants. He expressed alarm that essential components of U.S. diplomatic initiatives have
stagnated and become hollowed-out in recent years, greatly to the detriment of esteem and security the U.S. has
enjoyed in recent decades. He minced no words in describing the situation as one dangerous to national security
no matter how great military budgets. He was quick to point out that the problem is not a Republican one or
Democratic one. Rather it is one requiring continuing and more abundant diplomatic funding by whichever parties
control Congress and the executive branch for initiatives to develop international partnerships for bases and common defense.
This colonel’s mission at The Hoover Institution? To explore with others from diverse backgrounds in
education, foreign/international relations, armed services, government and industry how to address modern-day
threats to freedom and democracy.
HOMEOWNER INSURANCE 101 (PART 3)
Past articles have summarized what is and what is not covered by the typical homeowner insurance policy
with respect to building structures and improvements. This part will address the “how much” and “when” an
insurer will pay what is due under the policy.
Homeowner insurance is almost universally written upon a “replacement cost” basis. That is, it will pay to
replace improvements lost or destroyed by an insured peril. The insurer’s obligation is limited by the policy’s
limits. If the policy limits are $1 million, the most one can expect the insurer to pay is $1 million, whatever the cost
may be to replace what has been damaged or destroyed. That circumstance begs comment upon issues arising
where a conflagration results in hundreds of losses as was recently experienced in Sonoma and Butte counties.
In such situations, reconstruction resources become overburdened. Basic principles of supply and demand result
in the cost of construction labor and materials increasing dramatically. A singular loss that might have cost
$800,000.00 to repair becomes a $1,200,000.00 project if promptly undertaken due to scarcity of materials and
labor. If an insured is fixated upon rebuilding in such circumstances, rather than exercising alternatives to be
hereafter addressed, it may require that policyholder to substantially over-insure in order to address increased
costs to rebuild following a neighborhood or regional catastrophe.
Homeowner insurance is almost uniformly written upon a “replacement cost” basis. That means the insured is
entitled to recover the cost to replace the damaged or destroyed improvements with new materials of like kind
and quality even though what was damaged was used and old. If a 20-year old roof is damaged by fire, the insured will be paid the cost to install a new roof of like kind and quality. The same applies to a dilapidated fence or
a rickety deck. Replacement cost insurance presents an element of “moral hazard”. That is, an insured stands to
“benefit’ from an insured loss suggesting that the unscrupulous insured may intentionally cause a loss for financial gain. Insurance policies endeavor to moderate that risk by limiting payment to only the “depreciated value” (or
“actual cash value”) of a loss unless and until the insured actually repairs/rebuilds/replaces. That begs the question as to how “actual cash value” of a loss is determined by an insurer.
In the case of a partial loss such as a kitchen fire or a roof fire or the buckling and warping of a hardwood
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floor due to sudden or accidental discharge of water from within a plumbing
system, the insurer will (1) evaluate the cost to replace the damaged portion
of the structure with new materials; (2) determine the age of the portion of the
structure that was damaged and (3) estimate the life expectancy of the materials damaged. The insurer will then promptly pay the value of the “unused” life expectancy of the damaged
portion of the structure. As an example: assume a kitchen fire that destroys some cabinetry and flooring, and results in smoke damage throughout the kitchen and adjoining rooms. Assume the cabinetry and flooring are 15
years old and the interior of the house was painted just 5 years before the fire. Assume the life expectancy of the
kitchen fixtures and flooring is determined to be 30 years and the useful life of the interior painting is determined to
be 15 years. Assume the cost to remove the debris and replace the kitchen cabinetry and flooring with like kind and
quality is determined to be $110,000.00 and the cost to repaint the interior of the home is determined to be
$18,000.00. The total loss on a replacement cost basis is $128,000.00 ($110,000 + $18,000). Assume the kitchen
floor and cabinetry had remaining 50% of useful life (15 years of their 30-year life expectancy). The interior paint
had remaining 2/3 of its useful life (10 of 15 years.) Under these circumstances the insurer will promptly pay the unused/remaining economic value of the cabinets and flooring (50% of $110,000.00 which is $55,000.00)) and the
unused/remaining value of the interior paint (2/3 of $18,000.00 which is $12,000.00) for a total of $67,000.00. That
is the “actual cash value” (depreciated value) of the loss sustained by the homeowner. When the insured proceeds
to replace the damaged portions of the property, upon spending the $67,000.00 paid on account of actual cash
value, the insurer will pay the remainder of the replacement cost ($55,000.00 more for the cabinets and flooring
and $6,000.00 more for the interior paint) when/as the insured expends those additional sums.
In the example above, if the insured spends less than the estimated cost to replace the improvements that
were damaged, the insurer will pay only up to the amount expended. That rarely happens! Insureds tend not to
“leave money on the table”.
While the amount an insurer will pay is based upon the quality and remaining useful life expectancy of what
was damaged, an insured can choose to replace with different quantities and qualities but must bear any additional
cost exceeding the amount determined to be the replacement cost of what was damaged. Thus, an insured can install better quality flooring but less costly cabinets and can wallpaper walls instead of painting or even install fewer
kitchen cabinets and instead upgrade an undamaged bathroom sink and vanity. Generally, homeowner policies require only that to recover full replacement cost of a loss, the insured must spend the money “for the same occupancy and use” (which basically means for “residential construction”).
It is not uncommon that the amount determined to be replacement cost misses the mark because additional
damage is discovered during demolition or costs of materials were underestimated. In those situations, upon satisfactory proof, the insurer will adjust the amounts to be paid the insured.
Now let’s address a “total loss”. An entire home is destroyed. The insured is still entitled only to the “actual
cash value” of loss until “replacement”. Then the insured gets the replacement cost of the structure in excess of the
actual cash value already paid, up to a maximum of the policy limits for each coverage (dwelling, appurtenant
structures, landscaping, debris removal, etc.). When insurers evaluate actual cash value of loss in a total loss
situation, they generally adopt one of two approaches.
Approach #1. The insurer will first determine the replacement cost (cost to rebuild) the entire structure and all
its appointments as it existed. The insurer assigns a life expectancy to the residence, often about 100 years. The
insurer will determine the effective age of the destroyed dwelling giving consideration to information about maintenance and alterations made since the original construction. The insurer will then pay the percentage of the replacement cost representing the remaining useful life of the structure. Example: Replacing a structure of like kind and
quality would cost $900,000.00. The structure, when destroyed, was 40 years old. It had a remaining life expectancy of 60 years. The insurer would pay 60% of $900,000.00 on account of the actual cash value of loss:
$540,000.00.
Approach #2. Using an appraiser the insurer will determine the value of the land and structure the day before
the total loss occurred. The appraiser will also determine the value of the lot with the structure removed, i.e., the
vacant lot. The difference represents the actual cash value of the loss. Example. House and lot the day before the
loss had a value of $1,700,000.00. The day after the loss, the unimproved lot was worth $800,000.00. The actual
cash value of loss is the difference -- $900,000.00.
So, when does the insurer pay the full replacement cost of the damaged/destroyed structure? Answer: after the
insured has expended the sums paid on account of actual cash value. Once the insured has spend the actual cash
value advanced by the insurer, then the insurer begins doling out additional sums spent to replace/rebuild the
structure up to the amount determined to be the replacement cost of the loss or the policy limits, whichever is less.
In the next “installment” we’ll address other “replacement options” where there has been a total loss; what to do
about additional living expenses the insured incurs while the residence is being repaired Stay tuned!
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Join us on Wednesday, March 4, 2020 at the Community Center
(snacks at 7:00 pm; film screens at 7:30 pm), for

THE FAREWELL
In this funny, uplifting tale
based on real life, Chineseborn, U.S.-raised Billi (Awkwafina) reluctantly returns to
mainland China after her
beloved grandmother is diagnosed with terminal cancer.
The family reunites for a
gathering secretly designed to
say goodbye to the matriarch.
However, when it becomes
apparent that grandma is the
only one unaware of the
diagnosis, Billi struggles to
keep the secret. As she
navigates a minefield of familial
expectations, she discovers
family ties can unite and
strengthen, often in spite of
ourselves.
Director Lulu Wang, 2019, 100
minutes. PG.
“The Farewell is a comedy of
warmth and bracing honesty.
Simply put, it's one of the best
films of the year...” – Clarisse
Loughrey, Independent.
98% on Rotten Tomatoes.
Sponsored by KMA. The films screen at the Community Center and are free. Come
early for snacks and commingling with neighbors. It’s always fun!
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The Kings Mountain Echo is published monthly by the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc, a non-profit,
volunteer organization. The Editor is Eileen Fredrikson. All opinions are those of the commentator/writer and not
those of the publisher.
Echo submissions should be emailed to eileenfredrikson@comcast.net Please reference “the Echo” in the
subject line. The Echo deadline is the 26th of each month. The editor retains discretion to edit all submissions for
space and content.
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