
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Hello Neighbors: 
 

December closes another year of Echo chronicling about our mountain community. Last 
year’s cover message wondered, “where the time has gone?” This year, however, we feel no rush 
about “the days fleeting by.” Rather, time, in the year 2020, seems lethargic; requiring daily nego-
tiation to remain motivated, content and grounded in a circumscribed environment. Nevertheless, 
we hope the stories in this Echo reinforce your satisfaction (dare we say pleasure) of living on the 
Mountain.  

We applaud how traditional Kings Mountain Holiday events have been reimagined by hard 
working community leaders. Garden Club kicked off the season by moving its annual wreath-
making activity to zoom instruction, using abundant provided supplies for pick up (see page 8.) 
Even with the CC closure, KMA has planned a way to bring Santa, music and holiday cheer to all 
coming up on Dec. 13th. Find your invitation on page 9. Save the date of January 6, 2021 for a 
Puma Project update that will start the 2021 KMA speaker series. KMA deserves high praise for 
bringing an entire year of outstanding “virtual” programs of interest to our community. Please read 
the latest news about our special school and the short features about recent exploits of two 
neighbors. Of course, our estimable Echo columnists close this year’s final issue with their usual 
interesting information: Jack Rix offers great suggestions for your end of the year viewing pleas-
ure while Marty Eisenberg increases your historic understanding of a unique mountain property. 
Try his wicked oyster recipe too. 

The December Echo opens with a feature about well-deserved honors bestowed on the Kings 
Mountain Fire Department that will make you quite proud. Every 2020 Echo has carried photos of 
our firefighters in action as they invariably perform some vital service, from putting out massive 
fires to rescuing a cat stranded up a tree. However, reading the San Mateo County and California 
State Resolution “honoring and commending” the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Department will 
take your appreciation of their dedication and value to a whole new level. Incident citations in the 
resolution make clear that our fire department’s value is broadly recognized. The Echo is pleased 
to close the year with congratulations and sincere thanks to our firefighters. 

We know there are huge differences in how shelter-in-place restrictions since March have    
affected us individually. The single clear thing is that both KMA and KMFD strengthen our com-
munity, benefiting everyone. Membership renewals in these two vital organizations are due now. 
Please complete and return your membership renewals for both of them. 

May you all find a way to celebrate the upcoming Holidays safely, involving everyone you hold 
dear. 
 

Stay well and stay engaged,   
 

Eileen Fredrikson, Editor 
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer 
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist 
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SMC Supervisors Honor the Kings Mountain Fire Department 
 

Chief Jim Sullivan Speaks About Fighting the CZU Lightening Complex Fire 
 

The San Mateo County Board of Supervisors honored 
the Kings Mountain, La Honda and Loma Mar volunteer 
fire departments at a public board meeting on November 
17, 2020. The board unanimously passed a resolution 
commending the Kings Mountain Fire Department for its 
fine work during the CZU Lightening Complex fire. The 
resolution stated that the fire Department is staffed by 
“exemplary individuals,” and cited their staffing of fire ap-
paratus in anticipation of the lightning forecasts, monitor-
ing the lightning strike locations, and aggressively patrol-
ling the fire as the storm passed through the County. The 
board cited five separate fires fought by the KM Fire Department as well as its efforts to 
control the northern progression of the CZU fire under the direction of CalFire Division M for 
two days. The board citation also credited the KMFD for responding, “Throughout San 
Mateo County to many reported fires from the southern County line to San Bruno Mountain 
over the subsequent weeks.” 

     During the public meeting, Fire Chief Jim Sullivan ad-
dressed the Supervisors, describing the actions taken by 
the Kings Mountain fire Department after the lightning 
strikes. Jim said that after the lightning strikes, which 
started about 2:00 am on August 16, Kings Mountain crews 
were up and looking for fires by 3:30 am. They searched 
the Internet for reported locations and then went to those 
places to look for fires. The first fire was encountered at 
4:00 am. KMFD worked with CalFire to put lines around the 
fire and get it under control before a nearby structure 
caught fire. Then the KM firefighters went out and located 

several other fires nearby. 
Jim said that the catastrophic fire “brought a great awareness to the people of our com-

munity who mostly assumed it could never happen here.” He complemented the Kings 
Mountain volunteers for their courageous efforts and credited this to having taken the time 
to be prepared for these fires ahead of time. 

The Chief also thanked the Board of Supervisors for their financial support, namely, 
loaning money to our brigade for our new fire truck, acquired in 2019. He also thanked them 
for their continued support for volunteer fire departments in the county. 

Supervisor Don Horsley recognized the fine efforts of 
Kings Mountain, La Honda, and Loma Mar Volunteer Fire 
Departments, which he had worked with for many years as 
a supervisor and previously as Sheriff of San Mateo 
County. CalFire is acutely important for fighting fires, he 
said, but he recognized the unique and special importance 
of local volunteer fire departments because “those volun-
teers know the little roads and strange little places in rural 
areas, and know how to find them.”  

Editor’s Note: Thank you Kings Mountain Firefighters! 
We are thrilled to see you honored by San Mateo County. 
Your community is immensely proud and grateful. 

-3-



 
MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on November 10, 2020 

 

ATTENDANCE: Attending via Zoom: Jon Fredrikson, Ted Thayer, Kim Ohlund, Frank Adams, Joe 
Rockmore, Kathy Shubin, Tim Naylor, Tim German, Steve Johnson, Hank Stern, and Bill Goebner. Jim 
Sullivan, Ann Gabrys, and Matt King attended from the fire station. 
 
Board President Frank Adams called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  

 
SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the October 3, 2020 
Board meeting were posted to Slack and electronically approved. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Jon Fredrikson submitted the October 2020 financial report electronically 
earlier in the month.  
 
BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin reported that the Community 
Center was closed during the month of September because of California stay-at-home orders, and no 
uses of the building occurred during October. Kathy briefed the Board on a proposed use of the grounds 
for next year.     
 
FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the October 2020 report. KMVFD will be 
working with La Honda, Half Moon Bay, and CalFire to put on a fire training academy from March 
through June 2021. There was a structure fire during the public safety power shutoff due to generator 
malfunction. The chief will be giving a presentation to the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors in 
November, where the Board of Supervisors will recognize the efforts of the Department. The KMFB is 
having elections. 
 

Medical aid 3 Vehicle accident 5 
Public assist 13 Firefighter standby 0 
Vehicle fire  1 Smoke check 7 
Structure fire 1 Vegetation fire 3 
Hazardous materials 0 Rescue 0 

Cover assignment 0 Alarm sounding 4 

Water tender group response 2 Trash fire 0 

TOTAL # RESPONSES FOR THE MONTH 39 AVERAGE # OF 
RESPONDERS 

5.0 
 

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response:  1   
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
Kings Mountain CERT Update: Kim Ohlund briefed the Board on the status of KM CERT. There are 
two new CERT members. La Honda will be putting on skills training on November 22 and 23. The next 
CERT meeting is on December 1st.   
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When to Open Community Center: The board reaffirmed that the use of the Community Center and 
grounds are subject to State of California and San Mateo County Health Orders and protocols, and to 
open the Community Center at this time would pose a risk to the community and Brigade. For this 
reason, it was determined that the Community Center itself should remain closed based on the current 
status of the State and San Mateo County’s Health Order.  
 

Marketing a Bequest Program for KMVFB: Steve Johnson spoke about the status of bequest program. 
An advertisement will run in the next Echo in support of the program.    
 

Donations: Jon Fredrikson spoke more about the current status of donations to the KMVFB. The 
matching grant came in early November along with additional donations for the endowment fund.   
 

Building Refrigerator: The Brigade received the donation of a good working refrigerator for the 
Community Center. The donation from resident Mark Moriarty is greatly appreciated! 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 
Garbage Dumpster Lock: The Community Center dumpster lock has been removed and the Board 
discussed and will replace the lock. 
 

2021 Brigade Budget: The 2021 Brigade Budget will be sent to the Board the week of November 29 
and will be reviewed at the December Board meeting.  
 

Next IAC Meeting: Next IAC meeting is scheduled for November 19.  
 
OTHER ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS OR AUDIENCE: None 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED at 7:55 pm. NEXT MEETING: December 8, 2020 at 7:30 pm 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Ted Thayer, Secretary 
 

 

For information, please contact chief@kmfd.org 
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Kings Mountain Residents:  

Please Renew Your 2021 Household  
Membership in the KM Volunteer Fire Brigade 

(Your dues and donations are tax-deductible) 

 

Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade 
2021 Resident Membership Renewal Form 

 

Annual membership dues are $35. Additional donation: $_________ 
Please send check to: Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc. 
13889 Skyline Blvd., Woodside, CA 94062 
Or use PayPal to pay at www.kingsmountainonline.com/kmvfb 
 

Name ____________________________________________________ 
Address _________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
Phone ___________________  email __________________________________ 
 
The KMVFB is a non-profit 501(3)c organization. 
All dues and donations are tax deductible. Tax I.D. # 94-1650185 

The Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Department, funded by the Fire Brigade, provides 
emergency service response to 911 calls in the Kings Mountain area. To pay for Fire 
Department operations and equipment, the Fire Brigade depends on Art Fair support, 
your annual membership dues and donations. 

Kings Mountain Firefighters at Work, Serving You 
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Kings Mountain Association Board Meeting 
 

November 11, 2020 
 

The November KMA Board Meeting was held online via Zoom. 
 

Board Members Present: Linda Elliott, David Kaufman, Betsy Rix, Eric Soult, Jenn 
Soult, Amber Steele, Marlene Stern Guests: Eileen Fredrikson (Echo), Larry Mann, Pat 
Mann, Luna Steele Regrets: Cindy Phelps, Holly Winnen. 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm. 
 
Approval of Minutes: The October meeting minutes were approved online and 
published in the Echo. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Eric reported bank and Quickbooks updates. 
 

Public Notices: None received. 
 

Holiday Party: The Virtual KMA Holiday Party will be held on Sunday, December 13th 
from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. The setting for the party will be at David Kaufman’s house, 
where he has been streaming live shows since the start of the pandemic. His studio is 
equipped with lights and cameras and board members will decorate with the KMA 
decorations. Santa and Mrs. Claus will appear to spread holiday cheer and will read 
letters and talk to local children who write to Santa. There will be the lighting of a 
Menorah. The Board will suggest that people make holiday donations to a local charitable 
organization, and Puente was selected. A Puente representative will speak to the 
partygoers. The Board approved a disbursement for payment of a live band. 
 
Speaker Series: 
 

Jamis MacNiven will present a program about Buck’s of Woodside on Wednesday, 
December 2nd. 
 

Felidae will do a presentation on the Puma Project on Wednesday, January 6 
 

Both presentations will be on Zoom, and all community members will be invited. The 
events will also be recorded and made available to the community. The Board does 
welcome all ideas for speaker events. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:02 pm. 
 
The KMA www.kingsmountainonline.com/community/kma exists to enhance and benefit 
our community. Guests are welcome to the board meetings, which are generally on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm. Please email the board for invitations to 
virtual meetings.We encourage residents to bring topic ideas and speakers to our 
attention.  
 

We’d love to hear from you; email us at kma@kingsmountainonline.com 
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Garden Club Leads Holiday Wreath Making 
 

KM Garden Club officers Marguerite Kaufman and Betty 
Johnson hosted a generous gift to the community on Saturday 
morning, December 5. By 9:00 am, these women had trans-
formed a piece of the CC parking lot into a veritable store of 
wreath-making components that would delight any home deco-
rator. The Garden Club store items, however, were vastly     
superior to flatland DIY store options in that the greens were 
fresher and more interestingly diverse. Wreath forms in several 
sizes, wire and an extensive assortment of vibrant Holiday    
ribbons, pinecones and other decorative additions completed 
the GC store inventory. Best of all, everything was free to all takers.  

A “how to” Zoom demonstration by Marguerite was joined by Betty for expert bow-making 
instructions to complete the day’s event. Like many things on the mountain, this was a pivot 
from the traditional “in-person” event hosted by Garden Club for many years. The resulting 
product was just as lovely and creative as ever, as you can see from these photos. Thanks 
everyone. The Echo hopes we can all “gather” next year. 
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KMA Holiday 
Celebration 

 

Share the laughter and joy of 
the Holidays with your friends 

and neighbors. 
 

December 13, 2020 
5:00 to 7:00 pm 

Via Zoom 
 

We’ve gone virtual, but there will be abundant Kings Mountain Holiday good cheer 
throughout the evening! We look forward to seeing everyone for an evening of music 
and fun with Santa and his most famous Elf. It will be a night you will not soon forget! 

Watch for Zoom Link closer to the event. 
 

Celebration Schedule 
5:00 pm - Party starts with Kings Mountain Holiday Band 
5:45 pm - Guest speaker, Puente 
6:00 pm - Menorah lighting 
6:15 pm - Santa zooms in from the North Pole 

 
Connect with Santa! 
Write a letter: All letters to Santa must be received by Dec 10th 
by mail or email: KMA@kingsmountainonline.com  
Mail to: Kings Mountain Association, c/o Santa Claus 
13883 Skyline Boulevard, Woodside, California 94062 
 

Via Zoom: Reserve a spot with Santa: Please let us know if 
your child is interested in Zooming with Santa the night of the 
celebration by emailing KMA@kingsmountainonline.com 
 
Season to Give 
We’ve added a holiday giving aspect to our Holiday Celebration to support of the work of 
Puente. Check out mypuente.org for details of this amazing local non-profit. Puente relies on 
you to continue building the bridge to a community with equitable access to education, health, 
and economic security.  
Holiday Drive for Families and Farmworkers The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted indi-
viduals and families physically, emotionally, and financially. For the past eight months, many 
individuals have faced loss of employment or reduced work hours. Others have needed to stay 
home to care for their children. Farmworkers are also approaching the low-season common to 
the agriculture industry when the time and the weather limit the number of hours they can 
work. We know that this holiday season will be especially challenging. Puente is raising 
$32,000 for families with children so they can buy the clothes, toys and food they need and 
dream of, and $14,000 for blankets and hoodies for farmworkers. Your time, money, and do-
nated items provide support for our resilient and hard-working community in real and meaning-
ful ways. Donations can be made at www.mypuente.org.  
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Even though there are no KMA Mid-Week Movie Nights for the time being, we can still enjoy 
some great films from the safety of our homes. Here are a few suggestions. We hope to see you 
again soon in person! 
 
This month we turn our attention to holiday movies. ‘Tis the Season to hunker down, sip that hot 
toddy and enjoy some holiday filmic offerings. While we anxiously wait for NORAD to begin track-
ing Santa’s movements, here are some offerings that might otherwise fly under the radar.  
 
Dolly Parton’s Christmas on the Square. As awful as 2020 has been, at least we have Dolly to 
brighten things up a bit. In addition to this musical extravaganza, she also dropped a holiday al-
bum and funded key Coronavirus vaccine research. This Netflix offering was directed by Debbie 
Allen and it features 14 original songs and a story in which Dolly appears as an angel (what 
else?) in order to melt the frozen heart of the Scrooge-ish Christine Baranski who wants to evict 
an entire town just before Christmas. Sure to please Dolly fans of any age.  
 
Jingle Jangle: A Christmas Journey. For holiday-themed family fare, we have this joyous 
Christmas musical featuring songs by John Legend and starring Forest Whitaker and Phylicia 
Rashad. It recounts the story of a legendary toymaker whose most prized invention was purloined 
by a devious apprentice (Keegan-Michael Key). Now his granddaughter must save the day. 
(Netflix.) 
 
Happiest Season. In this holiday romantic comedy that is heartfelt and well as hilarious, Abby 
(Kristen Stewart) plans to propose to Harper (Mackenzie Davis) when she meets her family for 
the first time at Christmas. The catch is that Harper has not come out yet to her family. What 
could go wrong? Also starring Dan Levy, Alison Brie, and Aubrey Plaza. (Hulu). 
 
Dance Dreams: Hot Chocolate Nutcracker. This vibrant and moving documentary focuses on 
the dance studio of the afore-mentioned Debbie Allen (director, choreographer and actor) as the 
studio prepares for its annual performance of Hot Chocolate Nutcracker. Taking the viewer be-
hind-the-scenes of the production, and into the artistic process involved, offers insight into how 
holiday traditions can be transformed though inclusivity and imagination. (Netflix).  
 
And, there is always room for holiday classics, such as Meet Me In St. Louis, which follows a St. 
Louis family for an entire year (1903–4), and is best remembered for Judy Garland’s heartrending 
delivery of “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas.” No list would be complete with It’s a Wonder-
ful Life (Capra-corn at its finest), A Christmas Story or the feel-good antics of Elf (all previous 
KMA Mid-Week movie picks). You can add to the list Tim Burton’s stop-motion animated musical 
dark fantasy The Nightmare Before Christmas and Holiday Inn (music by Irving Berlin, songs by 
Bing Crosby with dancing by Fred Astaire). The Shop Around the Corner is a beloved romantic 
comedy, directed by Ernst Lubitsch, starring James Stewart and Margaret Sullavan. For the kids, 
there is The Muppet Christmas Tale, with Dickens’ classic story portrayed in the Muppets inimita-
ble style. Grab the eggnog and enjoy! – JR. 

RRRIXIXIX   
PPPICKSICKSICKS   AT HOME 
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It’s time to renew your 
Kings Mountain Association  

Membership for 2021! 
2021 KMA Membership Form 

KM Groups.io 
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Holly Winnen’s Photo Is a Coastside Calendar Winner 
 

A photo snapped by long-time KM resident 
Holly Winnen was selected for inclusion in the 
2021 Beauty of the Coastside calendar just pub-
lished by the Half Moon Bay Review. Holly’s 
photo, entitled “Red Tail Hawk above Devil’s 
Slide Trail,” is the April image in this very hand-
some calendar that was just released to subscrib-
ers of the HMBR (including your Echo Editor). 

Intrigued by the artistic merit of the photo, we 
asked Holly how it came about. “I was literally 
buzzed by the hawk while walking with a friend 
enjoying the spectacular blanket of flowers cover-
ing the bluffs this year,” she replied. “The hawk 
was fast and only about 6 ft above my head. It 
was a quick shot taken with my phone, but that 
technology can now produce amazing results.” 

Winnen has had a long-standing interest in photography that began at a teenage job working 
in a camera shop. The photographers she met there prompted her learning and subsequent years 
of picture taking. She did newsletter layout and photography for the Woodside Mounted Patrol for 
over a decade and says, “You can tell I’m happy if I’m taking pictures.” 

When artist and long-time friend Rebecca Holland, told Winnen about a photo contest under-
way at the Review, it triggered a long-held goal of winning a contest of some sort. The HMBR 
contest criteria set a defined region of the Coastside and required somewhat identifiable local im-
ages. (In other words, no seashells or waves alone that could be from a beach anywhere). 

Winnen submitted three qualifying photos on October 20th. Within about 48 hours, she was 
notified that “Red Tail Hawk” was a winning entry. 

Beauty of the Coastside is an apt title for this calendar. All twelve images are outstanding in 
quality and put the amazing diversity of this region on dramatic display. The Echo congratulates 
Winnen for her “win.” We suggest that neighbors won’t get tired of looking at this wall calendar for 
an entire month, every month of 2021. We understand the HMB Review has a limited supply for 
sale. Call the Review if you are interested at 650-726-4424 or go to www.hmbreview.com. 

 
Good Neighbor Eric Soult’s Quick Action Suppresses House Fire  

  

Folks in Henrik Ibsen Park can certify that firefighters make the best neighbors. Former Kings 
Mountain fire fighter Eric Soult reacted quickly when he smelled smoke and burning plastic while 
at his home on October 26. It was a red flag day with extremely dry conditions, and PG&E had 
shut off the power. Thanks to Eric’s fast reaction, a home loss and possible wildfire disaster were 
averted. 

After smelling smoke, Eric checked around and noticed that a fire was burning up the side of 
a neighbor’s home. It was caused by a generator that was too close to the building, overheating 
the wood exterior and starting a fire inside the wall. Interior PVC pipe was burning. 

Eric’s years of fire fighter training took over as he called 911, then quickly turned off the gen-
erator and carried it away. He alerted the resident and got her out of the house. Eric then used to 
garden hose to put out the fire inside the wall. He turned off the propane, and then went through 
the house, carefully checking each room to see if the fire had spread. 

“I didn’t even think about it – I’ve had so much training.” said Eric. Thanks to his quick think-
ing, most of the work was done prior to the arrival of the Kings Mountain Fire Department. They 
checked the site carefully and remained for several hours to be certain all the fire was out, but 
Eric’s fast thinking saved what could have been a significant disaster for our community. 
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December 2020 School News 
As we approach winter break, KMES students remain on distance learning via zoom ses-

sions with their teachers. The Cabrillo School Board revisits planning for a hybrid remote and 
in-person return to school model at every board meeting. Their baseline student safety deci-
sion requires the county to be in the orange tier for two weeks prior to any return to campus. 
The earliest target date remains January 19, 2021. 

 

Voluntary Tuition Drive: Meanwhile, KMAP successfully completed their annual Voluntary 
Tuition Drive raising $21,000 for KMES and exceeding their $18,000 goal. VTD money is com-
bined with an Art Fair grant and other fundraising results to underwrite one teacher and various 
curriculum enrichment programs. Recently, this has included much needed on-line platform 
apps to facilitate distance learning and supplies for science done in many homes instead of at 
the KMES science room. 

 

Peace Flag Project: KMES was invited to participate in an international project that aims 
to promote peace through art. Students have been working on decorating canvases that ex-
press how they feel the world can be improved through peace. Student canvases will be 
stitched into a Peace Flag commemorating the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
coming into force on January 22, 2021. It will be displayed first in downtown Half Moon Bay 
and then later at the United Nations.  

 

Camilla Got Her Bike: In May, Safe Moves conducted a vir-
tual assembly for our students. Camilla Freeland’s name was 
chosen in a drawing for a new bike and helmet from Safe Moves, 
an organization that “educates students about traffic safety, and 
empowers them to practice safe walking, bicycling and driving 
habits, improving their health and well-being and that of their 
communities”. Camilla was asked her favorite color (light blue) 
and Safe Moves delivered! Happy riding! 

 

Class Reports 
 TK/K/1: Students have been working on a fire safety unit, which included a zoom meeting 

with Jason Moorhouse, a firefighter and father of a student. The class took a virtual field trip to 
his San Mateo fire station. Students also created home maps with escape routes noted. 

2/3: An environmental unit involved studying temperate and tropical rainforests. Students 
learned how their animal populations differed, what was becoming endangered, and the needs 
for preservation. The unit included virtual tours of the Amazon and creating shoebox dioramas 
of these environments.  

4/5: Genius hours continue with in depth study of self-selected topics. A nutrition unit re-
quired learning how to interpret nutritional labels and learning the environmental costs of food 
transportation. 

Since we cannot be on campus yet, KMAP is planning a hot chocolate and cookies drop off 
at student homes at the start of winter break. Everyone is looking forward to the traditional 
party next year. 

 

Zoom Tours: Enrollment Deadline for the 2021-22 school year is May 12, 2021. Mountain 
parents should contact Lesli Schmutz at schmutzl@cabrillo.k12.ca.us. The next school tour on 
Zoom is scheduled for January 15, 2021. Tours cover the KMES mission, curriculums used, 
unique offerings of KMES and a visual tour of the campus. 
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KMA Speaker Series Presents 
 

 
The Felidae Conservation Fund’s 

Bay Area Puma Project 
 

 January 6, 2021 
6:30 p.m. via Zoom 
Admission is Free 

 
The team from Felidae will discuss the mountain lions we all know and love in our 

community. This zoom session will update us on the scope and progress of the Puma 
Project and will touch on how the 2020 CZU wildfires have affected Mountain lion terri-
tories.  

For those community members who are currently participating in this research pro-
ject with your trail cams, the Felidae team asks that you upload your data and images 
to the new Dropbox location as soon as you can so they can capture the data trends. If 
you have not received an email about the updated Dropbox location, please reach out 
to Ginger at ginger@felidaefund.org. 

The Zoom link for this event will be sent to all residents on January 5, 2021. 

An “Only on the Mountain” Holiday Gift 
 

The remaining supplies of our limited edition Kings Mountain Face Masks are avail-
able for $15.00 each. There are only 10 large and 9 small masks left. 

While we all hope that the need for masks 
will soon vanish, you can show your pride of 
place while gaining a soon-to-be “collectors’ 
item.” Kings Mountain face mask sales will go 
to the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade. 
You may request your order for shipment or 
free delivery within a 2 mile radius of the Kings 
Mountain Community Center. 

This year, give a gift that keeps on giving!  
Place your mask order today at https://kingsmountainartfair.square.site/ and thank 

you for supporting KMVFB! 
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 December 2020 

 

by Marty Eisenberg 

 

IT’S OYSTER TIME! Oysters are at their best in fall and winter when the waters they inhabit cool down. Oys-
ters spend the summer months devoting their energies to reproducing. After that, they tend to fatten up. We had a 
little oyster barbeque before Thanksgiving dinner and the oysters were grand. (Princeton Seafood acquires a 
regular supply of fresh oysters and you can call ahead to reserve some.) Here’s a terrific barbequed bourbon-
chipotle oyster recipe from Hog Island Oyster Farms in Marin County we adopted for our Thanksgiving treat: 
[Makes enough for 24 to 30 oysters] Ingredients: 

4 oz butter softened to room temperature 
2 tablespoons brown sugar 
1 tablespoon bourbon 
3 tablespoons finely chopped garlic  
¼ cup canned chipotle chilies in adobo sauce, chopped 

Preparation: Combine all the ingredients into a paste. Shuck the oysters leaving each oyster in its own half 
shell. Put about a rounded teaspoon of the chili paste into each half-shell containing an oyster and put the shell 
onto a hot barbeque grill for about 2 minutes while the chili paste melts and begins to sizzle. Take the oysters 
shells off the grill and enjoy. They are delicious! 

 

THE EVOLUTION OF NEARBY SEARSVILLE:  Upon the 1848 discovery of gold in California, the population 
of San Francisco mushroomed from 1,000 to 25,000 in two years! The city’s population doubled again from 1850 
to 1860 to more than 50,000. Lumberjacks and sawmills were busy amidst the old growth redwoods of Kings 
Mountain and the mid-peninsula, sawing and cutting to keep up with San Francisco’s insatiable demand for build-
ing materials.  

A handful of enterprising merchants settled in the area to serve lumberjacks’ needs for grub, blacksmithing, 
whiskey and the like. Among them was John Sears who erected a hotel near the current intersection of Sand Hill 
and Whiskey Hill Roads. The fledgling town took on the name “Searsville”. It was a busy place until about 1870 
when the logging moved west across Skyline for want of large trees. Searsville matured to a quiet farming com-
munity served by a confluence of nearby creeks.  

About 1888 the Spring Valley Water Company prevailed in a lawsuit involving, among multiple adverse par-
ties, Manzanita Water Company controlled by Leland and Jane Stanford.  Spring Valley commenced construction 
of a dam across San Francisquito Creek just downstream from Searsville. Townsfolk moved what homes and 
barns they could upstream and saved many of them from inundation by what became a 300 acre lake created by 
the dam, which came to be appropriately named Searsville Lake. Spring Valley Water Company intended to 
transport the water from the lake to Crystal Springs where the water company had just completed the Crystal 
Springs Dam and resulting lakes to serve the growing thirst of San Francisco for water. However, it developed 
that the water accumulating behind Searsville Dam was undrinkable due to noxious odors and silt content, likely 
results of non-existent conservation practices employed during the two decades of intense surrounding logging. 

In 1919, Leland Stanford, who lost the lawsuit to Spring Valley, won the water-war and acquired rights to 
Searsville Lake. Lake water was used to serve Stanford athletic fields and horticulture. Next followed major rec-
reational use of the lake about 1922 when Stanford leased the lake and shoreline to Ernie Brandsten, a popular 
swimming instructor who ran the lake for recreational uses into the 1950’s. Brandsten had married an Olympian 
swimmer and built a 3-tier diving platform on the lake. Searsville Lake’s greatest moment may have come in 1923 
when Brandsten sponsored the national high diving contest and trials for the U.S. Olympic team. Recreational 
uses continued into the 1970’s. Peninsula residents (my family included) would travel to the lake for weekend and 
summer-time swimming, boating and picnics. I recall as a child my family would go to Searsville Lake, pay the 25 
or 50-cents a car for entry and we’d spend the day swimming and picnicking.  

By the 1970’s some 1.5 million cubic feet of sediment had washed into Searsville Lake reducing its size 
nearly 90%. In 1973, the Stanford University board of trustees designated over 700 acres the university owned 
adjacent to Searsville Lake as the Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve. In 1976, a university donor funded the buy-
out of the lake’s recreational concession and the area, including the silted pond that was formerly often-visited 
Searsville Lake, became one of the nation’s great preserves for the study of natural processes.  
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