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Hello Neighbors:
Another year is ending and I’m once again wondering where has the time gone? A favorite minister of
mine was fond of saying, “don’t tell me you will get something done when you can find a minute. Did you
lose it? Where did it go? Did you expect to stumble over it?” Naturally, I was planning to review the previous eleven Echo issues to help you remember our most meaningful mountain moments and events of
2019. Naturally, I can’t quite find the missing minutes needed to get that accomplished. Suffice it to say,
we all shared our weather-related inconveniences as well as the extraordinary beauty of Kings Mountain
that forms the bonds we call “community.” We are a diverse but cohesive bunch whose volunteer ethos is
on display in every Echo. KMA deserves special accolades for sponsoring an outstanding year of informative programs serving mountain-specific needs and interests. This month they shared KMA survey results
showing general community demographics, what services are used or further needed. Your membership
renewal is due in January, so complete the enclosed membership/renewal form and send it in now. Your
modest household membership funds many of the free events KMA offers. Art Fair Executive Director Bev
Abbott sent KMAF final results for this issue along with her year-end thank you to Echo readers. You are
the volunteers who made possible the proceeds needed to fund our vital Volunteer Fire Department, Community Center, and School enrichment programs. This Echo begins an in-depth tutorial on the flash point
issue of homeowner insurance in rural areas. Who knew that our intrepid columnist, Marty Eisenberg is a
legal expert in these matters? This will be good, so pay attention!
Unless you’ve been living under a rock, you already know that the Cabrillo School District has
removed the closure of Kings Mountain Elementary School from its’ proposed budget cuts. This month’s
feature story celebrates the successful fight to save KMES but it only scratches the surface of how many
community members became active in the defense of our unique school. Neighbors signed petitions,
wrote letters, sent e-mails, met with California legislators, attended board meetings, challenged district
savings numbers, and more. One former Kings Mountain resident put it this way: “The KM school is
essential glue that makes the entire area special in a way that is difficult to explain to others. We never
had children in that school. But every day we lived on The Mountain, we felt the positive effects KMES has
on the quality of life for everyone who lives there.” Your editor agrees. KMES did glue mountain folk
together for a most “essential” purpose. Read the story on page 16.
The other main pillar to life on the mountain, our Volunteer Fire Department, will be the kick off Echo
feature in the New Year. There is too much news to include this month. We have taken possession of our
outstanding new fire truck. You will soon know why it is safer for our firefighters to use, as well as more
efficient to serve our winding road terrain. We close this
year-end issue with thanks to every volunteer firefighter.
We are grateful for their expertise; the many hours of training and incident responses they make under mostly awful
weather and road conditions. Household Membership
renewals in the KM Volunteer Fire Brigade are due now, so
please send in your renewal form.
Happy Holidays, everyone.
Stay well and stay engaged,
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist

2019 Mountain Wreath Making Party
A little rain did not deter party goers on December 7th for the Kings Mountain Garden
Club’s hands on wreath making day. This gathering has become a favorite for many neighbors
who seem to invite more friends and relatives to join them each year. Folks pouring into the
community center found a room which smelled as good as it looked. Smells of fresh cookies
and warm cider combined with fresh greens set a thoroughly festive mood. Event chair Marguerite Kaufman and Garden Club president Jean Farmwald quickly set up more tables to accommodate the crowd. Party goers listened to Christmas music while they created festive holiday décor using greens from our Kings Mountain back yards as well as from dried hydrangeas
and many other inventive donated items. The party spirit even moved neighbors to sing Happy
Birthday to four attendees with December birthdays.
Everyone went home with at least one wreath and a happy story to tell friends about how
they were made. Thanks, as always, to Marguerite, Jean and their Garden Club team who
create this marvelous party every year.
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2019 KMA Holiday Party
This years’ KMA Holiday party brought Mountain neighbors together for an extraordinary evening of fun
and good cheer! The Community Center was filled to capacity with lots and lots of adorable kids, (and their
parents and grandparents), all decked out in holiday finery. Light radiated from trimmed windows and a beautifully decorated tree. Music from Hiep Ho’s magical keyboard set the festive atmosphere from the moment
folks stepped into the CC. Everyone enjoyed a special time together and with Santa, of course.
Event chair, Marlene Stern began the evening with a traditional
lighting of the Menorah. A bit of caroling followed until jingling bells
signaled the arrival of the man himself…Santa. He was accompanied by his favorite elf; (ably assisted by Larry and Pat Mann). Our
estimable professional photographer, Jan Lundberg, created her
“Santa’s Workshop” photo studio in order to present everyone with a
photographic memory of the evening. Readers will note from those
printed here, that Jan’s portraits are treasures.
Everyone enjoyed a feast of delicious food and drink. Best of all,
Santa spent the whole evening hearing holiday gift wishes from all
the good boys and girls, (both big and small). The Echo is grateful to
Cindy Oldham and Marcia Rudd for sending along great pictures of
this action. Looks like Santa will have a full sleigh filling all the wishes he heard from mountain folk this year.
The Echo applauds our Kings Mountain Association leaders for producing this merry year-end party for
our community. The entire KMA board including Jenn Soult, Cindy Oldham, Cindy Phelps, Betsy Rix, Eric
Soult, Amber Steele, Holly Winnen and event chair, Marlene Stern played a part in its production. We thank
them all. Special thanks also go to Jan Lundberg, Hiep Ho, Larry and Pat Man. It was a fitting end to a year
of ambitious and thoughtful programs KMA provided our community in 2019.
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2019 KMA Holiday Party
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2019 KMA Holiday Party
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on November 12, 2019
ATTENDANCE: Jon Fredrikson, Joe Rockmore, Anna Roesch-Tubbs, Jim Sullivan, Kim Ohlund, Julia
Simmons, Kathy Shubin, Frank Adams, Tim German, Ann Gabrys, John Curcio, Hank Stern, and Ted
Thayer
Board President Jon Fredrikson called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:30 pm.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the October 8, 2019
Board meeting were previously posted electronically. However, while no dissenting votes had been
posted, a majority of Board members had not approved the minutes electronically. The Board voted
unanimously to approve the minutes from the October meeting.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Anna Roesch-Tubbs reported that books had been reconciled
through October 2019 and details would be provided in a later agenda item during this meeting.

BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin reported the following uses of
the Community Center in October 2019:
Exercise/Dance Classes

31

Monthly Community Board Meetings

4

KMVFB Training & Maintenance

5

Community Events/Parties

6

Private Events/Parties

0

TOTAL USES FOR THE MONTH

46

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the monthly report for October 2019:
Medical aid

2

Vehicle accident

4

Public assist

4

Firefighter standby

0

Vehicle fire

1

Smoke check

9

Structure fire

3

Vegetation fire

2

Hazardous materials

0

Rescue

0

Cover assignment

0

Alarm sounding

3

Water tender group response

3

Trash fire

0

Total # Responses for the Month

31

Average # of Responders

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response:

1
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OLD BUSINESS:
New Truck Status: Chief Sullivan reported that the new truck was brought to the firehouse for minor
fitting. The truck is projected to be complete and in service in several weeks. The Board discussed
getting a revised invoice data to reflect the final delivery date.
Sale/Valuation of 1998 Freightliner Pumper: Julia Simmons reported that she had contacted a broker
to discuss selling the truck. The broker would charge 10% of the sale price. Potential comparison
vehicles sell for approximately $30,000. Julia will continue to pursue.
Insurance Claim: The Board discussed the current Insurance Policy concerning damage to personal
vehicles used by firefighters to respond to incidents. Chief Sullivan will brief the Board after further details
are available.
KM CERT Update: Kim Ohlund briefed the Board on the successful earthquake drill that was carried out
with KMFD on November 9.
Communications Van Update: Frank Adams reported that new tires were installed on the
communications van. The van is currently being serviced.
Tree Removal: Joe Rockmore reported that a second tree service is currently preparing a quote for tree
removal. The quote will be provided to the Board once prepared.
Preliminary 2020 Budget: Anna Roesch-Tubbs reviewed the 2019 year to date through October
finances and the draft 2020 budget plan. The Board will discuss the 2020 budget plan again at the next
meeting.
Five Year Equipment and Building Improvement Plan for Art Fair Board: Jon Fredrikson reviewed
the five year equipment and Building Improvement Plan with the Board. The Board provided input on the
Plan.
NEW BUSINESS:
Use of the Community Center During Outages: The Board discussed a suggestion to open the
Community Center during Public Safety Power Shutoffs to allow the community to access electricity for
the charging of phones, laptops, etc. The Board discussed the need and the potential issues. The Board
will discuss a plan of action at a future meeting.
Refrigerator Repair: Tim German informed the Board that a new refrigerator is not needed if the current
refrigerator is regularly defrosted.
MEETING ADJOURNED at 9:10 pm. NEXT MEETING: December 10, 2019 at 7:30 pm
Respectfully submitted, Ted Thayer, Secretary

Kings Mountain Community Residents:

Please start or renew your 2020
Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade Membership
Please fill out the Membership Renewal Form in this issue
and return it with your annual $35 dues. Thanks!
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Kings Mountain Residents:
Please Renew Your 2020 Household
Membership in the KM Volunteer Fire Brigade
(Your dues and donations are tax-deductible)
Our New Engine 56
Has Arrived!

Kings Mountain Firefighters at Work, Serving You
The Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Department, funded by the Fire Brigade, provides
emergency service response to 911 calls in the Kings Mountain area. To pay for Fire
Department operations and equipment, the Fire Brigade depends on Art Fair support,
your annual membership dues, and donations.
Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade
2020 Resident Membership Renewal Form
Annual membership dues are $35. Additional donation: $_________
Please send check to: Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc.
13889 Skyline Blvd., Woodside, CA 94062
Or use PayPal to pay at www.kingsmountainonline.com/kmvfb

Name ____________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Phone ___________________ email __________________________________
The KMVFB is a non-profit 501(3)c organization.
All dues and donations are tax deductible. Tax I.D. # 94-1650185
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Announcing the Final Results from Art Fair 2019
Congratulations to our amazing community for a very
successful Art Fair 2019. The proceeds beat our 5-year
average by a considerable amount. That is pretty amazing
when last year raised the bar quite a bit with our highest earning Art Fair ever.
The Cook Shack particularly shone with a substantial increase over their 5-year
average. And we are not sure what they are doing on those shuttles but we had
a huge amount of tips contributing happily to our bottom line. Because of your
work, we will certainly be able to make a substantial contribution to our
community through the agencies that will apply for funding.
Grant requests for the Art Fair funds are due on December 13. The Art Fair
Board has talked with the three non-profits that we funded last year and each
has been helpful in describing their current situation and their future plans.
• The Fire Brigade has briefed the Art Fair Board on their 5-year financial
outlook. In addition to regular operating costs, one of the big needs in the
near future is to begin payments on our new engine. A second need is to
support the Fire Brigade’s work with the Community Emergency
Response Team (KM CERT).
• Kings Mountain Associated Parents (KMAP) wants continuing support
for their enrichment programs and this year, as many of you know, Kings
Mountain Elementary School (KMES) is facing special challenges. (See
additional article on KMES). It is a good thing that KMAP has saved
money in a “rainy day fund” for just such circumstances. The Art Fair
Board is working closely with KMAP leadership to consider the needs of
the school in this next round of funding.
• Venture Free, the third non-profit that received funding from the Art Fair
last year, is growing and has hopes for the future.
In short, our community has plans and needs and the Art Fair Board will use
the funds we have raised to maximize the benefit to the community.
Thank you to all the volunteers in our community who have worked so hard
to have a successful Art Fair so that we can fund these important services.
Beverly Abbott, Art Fair Chair
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Give the GIFT
of

LIFE
GIVE

BLOOD
KMA BLOOD DRIVE

January 11th 9a.m.-2p.m.
Schedule an appointment to DONATE
by visiting
Click
Click

DONATE

Vitalant.org
(in the orange circle)

DONATE BLOOD (at the top of the page)

Enter Sponsor Name: Kings Mountain Community
Click on Kings Mountain Community.... and you can fill in an appointment slot

Questions.....email cindy at
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cindylovesmarty@gmail.com

Art Fair T-Shirt Design Request
Calling all Kings Mountain Artists!
Kings Mountain Art Fair...already, yikes!! Yes, in keeping with tradition, we'd like to
invite all our Kings Mountain Artistic folks to submit a 2020 KMAF t-shirt design.
Guidelines: Must be a resident of our beautiful mountain.
•
•
•
•
•

Please do not include date of KMAF, because t-shirts become too hard to sell the
following year(s).
Submit your design by April 30, 2020.
The 2020 KMAF t-shirt design will be selected by KMAF committee.
Please send your submission to Meta Townsley at meta320@gmail.com
Any questions, contact:
o Marlene Stern (650) 678-0437 or marlenestern@gmail.com
o Meta Townsley (408) 505-7234 or meta320@gmail.com

KMA Survey Results
Dear Kings Mountain Residents,
On behalf of KMA (Kings Mountain Association), I'd like to thank the 200
residents who completed our demographic survey. KMA is grateful to our engaged
residents and will carefully consider all suggestions, ideas, and feedback.
A huge thank you also goes out to Maria Polonchek for managing the survey and
coordinating things on the backend.
In Community,
Jenn Soult
KMA Board President
The KMA Demographic Survey results are shown on the following pages.
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KMA Board Meeting
Wednesday, October 9, 2019

KMA Board Meeting
Wednesday, November 13, 2019
In Attendance: Cindy Phelps, Betsy Rix, Eric Soult, Jenn Soult, Amber Steele, Marlene Stern, Holly
Winnen, Eileen Fredrikson (ECHO). Guests: Maria Polonchek Regrets: Cindy Oldham.
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm.
Walk Ins: Maria Polonchek presented a report and summary about the community survey. It was
suggested the KMA pay for keeping a live link available to the public for 2 weeks. We will also do a
write-up for the Echo and a permanent PDF link on Kings Mountain Online. Maria and KMA will create
a summary dashboard of survey results to share with the community.
The Board expressed appreciation for receiving all of the suggestions for KMA activities and the effort
that community members put into completing the survey.
Treasurer’s Report: Provided by Eric. Mountain resident Kelly Tunheim has agreed to do the annual
audit.
Review of Public Notices: None received.
Music Night: The first Friday night music event was well attended and the next one has been
scheduled for the first Friday in December at the community center. All are welcome!
Board Membership: The Board moved and approved a change to the by-laws to state that the board
of directors will consist of between seven and ten people because of the increased number of
activities that KMA is sponsoring, and community interest in serving on the Board. New Board
members will be elected at the annual meeting in May.
Halloween: The annual party was a huge success. As always Pat and Larry Mann and their loyal
crew, and Jan Lundberg’s photography, made this a wonderful event.
Puma Project: Amber is organizing the next event, which will take place on November 18. Amber is
coordinating this follow up meeting. The Board will look into the AV system.
Holiday Party: Decorating will be done on Friday, December 6 at 4:30. Set up for the party will begin
at noon on Sunday. KMA will provide a main dish, mulled wine and other beverages, a menorah,
Santa, music, and good cheer. The party will be held on Sunday, December 8, at 5 PM. Santa will join
us at 6 pm.
Blood Drive: Vitalant would like to do three blood drives per year on Kings Mountain. January 11th has
already been scheduled for 9 am to 2 pm at the CC. The second weekend in May was suggested for
the second one in 2020. Cindy Phelps has taken the lead on this and it was noted how successful the
first KMA blood drive was.
Kitchen and Storage Issues: Due to the number of KMA events, kitchen use has increased. Some
procedures to organize and maintain kitchen use and food and beverage storage were set up.
Power Outages: KMA has received several requests and suggestions about dealing with power
outages and emergencies. It was noted that KMVFB and CERT looking into these issues, but KMA
can offer assistance.
No meeting will be held in December. Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.
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It’s time to renew your
Kings Mountain Association
Membership for 2020!
2020 KMA Membership Form

KMA@kingsmountainonline.com
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December 2019 School News
As KMES teachers powered our kids through basic curriculum, enrichment and the
new project-based learning assignments in November, parents and community members worked tirelessly to prevent the closure of Kings Mountain Elementary. Your editor was privileged to be among the mob of people who packed the Cabrillo School
Board Meeting where the first round of budget cut decisions would be made. While advocates for saving various positions and/or programs in every school addressed the
board, Kings Mountain had the largest advocate contingent by far. Parents, grandparents, adult former students, community members who sent their kids to KMES and
those who had no children at all were there in an impressive show of support for our
unique school. Speakers representing all these categories vigorously pointed out the
ways KMES delivered excellence to mountain kids as well as to Coastsiders who value
the alternative experience offered at KMES. In addition, two Cabrillo District students, a
Cunha 7th grader and a HMB High School freshman who graduated from KMES,
spoke about how KMES shaped them into the student/citizens they are today. About
10 pm, a parent holding a wiggling 3 year old stepped to the microphone to state, “this
little girl is moving into her new home on the mountain on Saturday and she wants to
attend Kings Mountain Elementary.” The Board Meeting finally ended about midnight
with the board voting to remove KMES closure from the list of potential cuts needed to
put Cabrillo into a solvency position going forward. Here is an excerpt from the HMB
Review reporting about the meeting:

Kings Mountain Elementary Saved from Closure
At the Dec. 12 meeting, when the board decides how to cut about $2.5 million to
achieve fiscal solvency and avoid a takeover, closure of Kings Mountain Elementary
School will be off the list. The PTO, families, and community are grateful for the compromise presented by superintendent McPhetridge that will keep the school open while
also helping to reduce the district expenses,” read the parent-teacher organization’s
prepared statement. “We are
thankful for the support from the
greater community, we respect
the extremely difficult position
our district is in and we want to
work together with the board
and all of CUSD to navigate
through these difficult times.”
The targeting of KMES has
primarily been seen as an equity
issue by members of the district
board. The average class size is
much larger in other district
schools. Our mountain community has an age wave flux with a

-16-

small contingent of kindergarten aged kids that appears to be changing with the baby
boomlet we know will reach school age soon. Thus, the “middle ground” solution that
maintains the school will involve outside funding through our foundation until our numbers reach parity with teaching loads in other district schools. KMAP president Amber
Stariha sent this clarification to the Echo: “We are pleased that KMES will remain open
and that KMAP has already begun the process of working with staff & site council to
determine what next years’ staffing structure should look like. We will work to make the
necessary financial arrangements to continue to support the thriving multi age program
currently at KMES.”
The traditional Stone Soup celebration honoring Thanksgiving was held November
22nd, the day following the school board
meeting. As readers can imagine, this year,
the thankfulness in the audience was especially deep and genuine. Students and staff
welcomed their families, Kings Mountain
community members, Principal Holly Wade,
Superintendent Sean McPhetridge and
CUSD Board Member Mary Beth Alexander
to the day’s activities. Using the Stone
Soup fable model, students built flavors together by peeling, chopping and stirring
their way to the best Stone Soup ever.
This was the culminating meal of the
KMAP funded enrichment class with Culinary Arts Specialist Chef Shaun Fitch
Fung. The class performances in honor of
Stone Soup again illustrated our school’s
commitment to guiding socially responsible and thoughtful students. K/1 performed the re-enactment of the Stone
Soup story about a community coming together to support one another in hard
times. The 2/3 class performed a very funny reading theatre piece that advocated for
all voices to be heard. In their version, a turkey took issue with being the main course
at Thanksgiving. It ended with Thanksgiving becoming national “fish day.” The 4/5
class closed the program by showing a charming “I am grateful for …” video that they
designed and made. It featured every KMES student writing out and speaking about
what they are most grateful for in 2019. After everyone enjoyed steaming bowls of
soup, the student-made placemats adorning the tables were collected to deliver to
folks served by the Meals on Wheels program.
In the inaugural Exhibition Expo, KMES students presented problem-solving skills
generated by the Project Based Learning framework teachers are implementing this
year. The K/1 class contemplated the problem of getting toys to children who don’t
have many. Students showed the toys they made in class that will be sent to a preschool in Brazil. The 2/3 class focused on how to inspire others to be kind at school
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and elsewhere. Their solutions included setting up a free lemonade stand on the playground and finding ways to encourage others to learn how engaging in random acts of
kindness makes everyone feel better. The 4/5 class pondered questions about the
need for sustainable housing. In groups, these students presented models of their
housing designs and demonstrated in-depth knowledge about fire-proof building materials, solar heating systems, square footage needs, tiny house concepts and more. It
was an impressive display of innovative problem solving.
The HMB Review of Nov. 27th put the project learning demonstrations this way:

Students Share Stories of Kindness, Sustainability
Kings Mountain Elementary holds first Expo
I Wonder How to Make a Toy” was one of 13
presentations at Kings Mountain Elementary
School’s first Exhibition Expo. It was a chance for
groups of students to share their research on
kindness, sustainability and more. Each group
posed a question and came up with many ways to
answer it.
The students’ creativity was on full display with
scale models of sustainable housing, poster
boards with kindness journals, and a wooden car
one student made that would transport hurt animals to a hospital, which he also made
out of wood.
In one presentation, about sustainable housing, the group created a geometric
dome made of isosceles and equilateral triangles, Madeline Martin said. It would use
triple-pane glass windows, which save energy and are cheaper than air-conditioning
units, and have a concrete floor. Then, the students did something that made their
classmates and parents ooh and aah. They lifted the dome off to reveal the inside of
the home with rooms and a staircase. Students near the front of the stage crowded up
to peer over the stage at the model dome house.
Your editor closes this year happily aware that the ethos at work at Kings Mountain
Elementary School remains as inspirational as when her daughters walked those hallways among eager, motivated students and excellent teachers. It takes a Mountain.
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COMFORT CREATORS WANTS YOU
Year end seems a natural time when many of us get beyond our minor
adversities, (power outages, downed trees. etc.) to consider how we might help the
less fortunate among us. Comfort Creators offers an option that takes little time and
does serious good for folks in need. It meets right here on the mountain once per
month and benefits families who are in emergency and transitional housing. Carrie
German is our mountain “Chief Comforter.” She submitted the story below to entice
your interest and commitment:
On the first Tuesday of each month (except September), a group gathers in the
Community Center from 11:30 am to 2:30 pm to assemble simple comforters for
clients of LifeMoves’ (www.lifemoves.org) First Step for Families facility in San
Mateo. LifeMoves emphasizes the active engagement in life-changing processes
that the people in their programs commit to in order to break their cycle of
homelessness in San Mateo and Santa Clara Counties. They provide shelters and
resources for people facing homelessness. They facilitate “life moves,” or major
transitions, for their clients by offering them support in a number of different
categories: housing, career, finance, education and health. The comforters are
constructed of donated fabric and yarn, new fiberfill, and purchased or donated bed
sheets. Please join us! All that is needed of you are the simple skills of knot tying,
straight pinning, or straight machine sewing. Bring a bag lunch, dessert is provided.
Please contact me if you are interested or have any questions.
Carrie German 851-4198 carrieg2@aol.com
Editor’s Note: Since it’s’ June move to Kings Mountain, 19 comforters have been given
to LifeMoves. . The comforters are either twin bed size (60"x80") or "baby" size
(40"x60"). Carrie assures me that even sewing novices like me can tie the finishing
knots each quilt requires. I plan to test her theory. See you there? Eileen

GOOD NEIGHBOR SERVICE

As Echo readers know, we cannot and do not take advertisements due bulk
mailing regulations that govern our USPS account. However, Sarah Carlson is
offering her expert gift wrapping service free to those who need to take some stress
out of their holiday preparations. Sarah can either create beautiful packages using
her paper and ribbon or wrap your gifts using supplies that you provide. Sarah's
service is free but tips are accepted and appreciated. Call 650 773-3865 to make
arrangements.

Happy Holidays!
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December 2019
by
Marty Eisenberg

Sometimes you just have to LEGO! Legos were originated by a Danish carpenter who
began making wooden toys in the 1930’s. The Lego name originates from the Danish phrase
leg godt, which means, “play well”. Production of the interlocking plastic blocks we have all
come to know began in 1949. Lego sets have since become very sophisticated. There are sets
selling for thousands of dollars! A resident of our Kings Mountain Community is a true master
of Legos. Dave Porter has been constructing Lego cities, farms, railways, airports, castles,
ranches, villages, shipyards, parks and more for decades. He regularly attends and participates in “Lego events” (like “Brick Fest” coming to the San Mateo County Fairgrounds February 8-9). Dave has a large room in his home devoted to an enormous Lego display. It consumes fully 200 square feet and is likely composed of tens of thousands of “bricks”. Dave’s display would be a grand holiday-time excursion for families, visitors and children. And he’s as
nearby as Swett Road! Dave is affable and welcoming. If you’d like to see his incredible display, give Dave a call: 650-529-1696. He’ll be delighted to brighten your day!
On to serious stuff….
HOMEOWNER INSURANCE 101 [Part 1]
We all spend $1,000 - $2,000 and more a year (or more) to insure against the risk of losing
our home to some catastrophe. Some insurance agents call once a year to inquire if we think
we have sufficient homeowner’s insurance limits. The usual response to such a call is a perfunctory “I guess so” or, at most the question “What do you think?”, as if the agent knows more
about the appointments and improvements comprising your home than you do! By far most
homeowners don’t really understand their insurance coverage until they suffer a significant
loss – and then it’s too late! The wave of California wildfires the last few years and resulting
devastation to entire neighborhoods and towns has given us pause for thought, especially
given our locale amidst open spaces and abundant native vegetation. Nevertheless, most of us
know far more about our television remote control than we know about our policy of insurance
that’s supposed to offer financial protection against loss of our most valuable, essential asset –
our home! Over the course of coming months I hope to change that.
My credentials to do this: I don’t sell insurance! I’m a lawyer. I spent a majority of my professional time over a span of about twenty-five years working for a group of homeowner insurance companies dealing with costly, troublesome claims of every sort including ones resulting
from the Alviso floods of 1983, the Oakland Hills fire of 1991 and the Loma Prieta and Northridge earthquakes of 1989 and 1994.
While there are many dozens of insurance companies writing homeowner insurance in
California, the good news is that for the most part the policies are very similar to one another.
Among reasons for that is most insurers are member-clients of Insurance Services Office
(“ISO”) which is a nationwide provider of statistical, actuarial, underwriting and claims information used by insurers to model risks and develop pricing. ISO also promulgates insurance policy forms for use by its insurer-members. ISO offers insurers detailed actuarial data relating to
claims under its policy forms. Thus, for an insurer to place meaningful reliance upon that data,
it needs to utilize the ISO policy forms or something very close to them. Large homeowner insurance writers (Allstate, State Farm, Farmers, etc.) write homeowner insurance using their
own forms but even these employ the general format and coverages of the ISO forms. The ISO
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homeowner insurance policy form has historically been numbered
“HO-3”. ISO fashions HO-3 policy forms for all states so its forms
comply with unique state department of insurance requirements.
Because ISO forms content and language is so ubiquitous, I will reference the content of the
ISO form frequently. In order to understand what insurance coverage you have for your home,
you need to become familiar with the manner in which the HO-3 form is structured. That is a
prerequisite to Homeowner Insurance 101. Thus, we begin with:
“Anatomy HO-3”:
Homeowner insurance forms are divided into “Section I” and “Section II”. Section I details
the insurance coverage you have for loss of your property – your home, your personal property, and additional expenses you may incur as a result of an insured loss such as costs to rent
a substitute residence, cost of meals eaten out due to loss of use of your kitchen, furniture
rental, mileage expense for having to travel around to many places to address repairs to your
home, etc. Section II of your homeowner’s policy details insurance coverage you have to compensate others who have sustained personal injury or property loss due to your negligence.
Examples of where such coverage becomes applicable are instances where you cut down the
dead tree in you yard and it lands on your neighbor’s car; you cut down a tree you thought was
on your property but it turns out it was actually on your neighbor’s property; you leave the garden hose laying across the sidewalk and a passerby trips, falls and fractures an arm. Section II
protects you from claims made against you by others. It does not provide compensation to you
for loss of your property. So, for our purposes we will amputate Section II from discussion.
Section I coverages are comprised generally of four (4) types, conveniently referenced as
Coverage A, B, C and D. Uniformly, Coverage A is your insurance for the main structure of
your home and all of its built-in appointments – from foundation to roof rafters, from hardwood
floors and carpeting to roof shingles; from kitchen counters to light fixtures and door hardware.
Coverage B is generally insurance for “appurtenant structures” (or “other structures”). These
are generally defined in Coverage B to be structures that are not attached to the main dwelling
structure. Examples are retaining walls, fences, a detached garage or workshop. Coverage C
is insurance for your personal property or “Contents” – basically most everything moveable that
you own excepting autos, watercraft and business personal property. (These last mentioned
items are generally excluded from coverage in homeowner insurance policies.) And Coverage
D is typically “Additional Living Expense”, insuring you for all the additional expenses you may
incur as a result of an insured loss to your home.
Another coverage homeowner policies typically provide is commonly referred to as
“ordinance & law” or “code upgrade” insurance. As will be explained, this affords you coverage
for the additional costs you incur when repairing your home in order to bring it up to modern
code requirements even if those parts of you home were not damaged by the loss-producing
event or even if you did not have the newly required system before the loss but must now install it (such as fire sprinklers or other building code or local ordinance required systems).
To see how much insurance you have for each of these coverages you have to turn to your
policy “Declaration page” (aka “Declarations”). You generally receive one each year when you
renew your policy. It lists the amount of insurance coverage you have for each of the coverages listed above.
That’s the basic anatomy of most California homeowner insurance policies. Next month we
will dissect Coverage A – coverage for the main dwelling structure and examine some of the issues affecting how much Coverage A insurance to carry because the amounts of the other
coverages are generally driven by the amount of your Coverage A insurance.
___________________________________________________________________________

Great quotes from Will Rogers (actor, humorist, cowboy, columnist; 1879 – 1935)
“Good judgment comes from experience; and a lot of that comes from bad judgment.”
“Alexander Hamilton started the U.S. Treasury with nothing, and that was the closest our country has ever been to
being even.”
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John Richard Elpers, M.D.
January 7, 1938, Hammond Indiana -- August 23, 2019, Kings Mountain California
Dr. Elpers, JR to friends and family, served people with mental illnesses and the systems designed to provide care for them for fifty-five years. From the time he graduated
medical school in 1963 and began his psychiatry residency at Columbia University, he
was devoted to community psychiatry programs and systems to serve people’s needs as
people themselves understood and defined them.
He spent his life advocating for services and choices for people with mental illness
with a constant and single-minded devotion to a recovery vision. He pushed all who
worked with him towards models that integrated services and created one-stop shops for
mental illness and recovery. He wrote numerous articles about this work. He became
involved with state and national organizations focused on mental health work, eventually
serving as chair of national Mental Health America. All through his professional life he
maintained a small private practice, so that he never became disconnected from the
primary focus: the person with a mental health issue and their families.
JR treated everyone as equals – with compassion but also with forthrightness With
him always the phrase “what you see is what you get” was applicable and associates
would add: “what he thinks is what he says” whether you are his wife, his sons, his
family, his friends, his patients or politicians. Sometimes that got him in trouble with
politicians, patients, family, friends, his sons and his wife.
JR loved spending his senior years in our home in this amazing Kings Mountain
community. He enjoyed serving on the Fire Board and occupying his prime position in
the beer booth at Art Fair for many years.
He leaves behind those of us who loved him especially his wife Bev and his sons
Mark and Steve. He will forever remain in our hearts.
As many of you know, JR loved sailing so we think he might say farewell in this way:
Drink it up, this one's for you
It's been a lovely cruise
I'm sorry it's ending, oh it's sad, but it's true
…It’s been a lovely cruise (Jimmy Buffet)
A heartfelt “thank you” to all of you who have supported us in many different ways
over the last year. This is indeed a very special place to live.
Bev Abbott
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The Kings Mountain Echo is published monthly by the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc, a non-profit,
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