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Hello Neighbors:
It's time to volunteer for the Art Fair again! As the entire pandemic-stressed world
seeks a return to normalcy, this Echo brings some of it right to your door. On Kings
Mountain, what could be more “normal” than to volunteer for the Art Fair? It won’t be your
usual shifts flipping burgers, pouring beer, cashiering or a hundred other things, but it will
be important…and it will bring you the
satisfaction of knowing your time contributed to fire safety for our homes and
excellence for our kids’ schooling.
Please start this issue by reading Art
Fair E.D. Bev Abbott’s recounting of the
steep learning curve transition to producing a virtual event (pages 2-4).
We’ve come a long way and the remaining distance requires a heavy lift from
community volunteers…as usual. Consider the specific needs listed and follow
through by contacting the relevant Committee Chair listed on page 4.
Remarkably, although life seems somehow
paused, a lot is happening. This Echo introduces you to our newly elected KMA board
members; provides updates about reopening school in the time of COVID-19, the
status of the Southern Skyline Ridge Trail
project, trash clean up removal and enforcement, transitions at Djerassi, and even insightful recommendations about documentaries to watch in your free time. Alas, wit and
wisdom from Marty’s Musings is AWOL…
who goes on vacation these days?
Stay well and stay engaged,
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist

Our Virtual 2020 Art Fair Needs you…
Every one of you!
by Bev Abbott, KMAF Executive Director

Nothing will replace our shining gem of an art fair in the
redwoods, but we are giving a Virtual Fair the “Kings-Mountain
-Try” during this pandemic-induced closure of large in-person
events. Each day brings progress, surprises and hope.

S

uccessful implementation of a virtual 2020 KMAF requires a lot of volunteer help
from our community, as always. The needs are different this year, but still vital.
We are asking for your help!

Yes, we are doing something entirely new, so we are learning. Remember the goals for our
virtual fair listed in last month’s Echo: 1) to “show up” in the art fair world this year to keep
KMAF Labor Day weekend on everyone’s mind, 2) to support our talented artists who need
revenue generating exposure, 3) to raise money for the Fire Brigade so important to the safety
of our community 4) maintain curriculum enrichment grants that drive excellence at Kings
Mountain School and 5) to learn from this experience – and we are learning! Here is our progress since last reported (see articles in June 2020 and July 2020 Echoes).

•

Booth Central – our platform for our virtual fair. The contract is signed and many of you
are responding to our request to go online and check out other fairs using this platform.
THANK YOU FOR CHECKING THEM OUT. We learn something each time you give us
feedback. Please continue to visit art fairs on Booth Central to become more familiar with
how it works. Please email me with suggestions about how it might be made more effective
for our 2020 KMAF.

•

Artists – Our artists are signing up. Currently, we have 71 committed artists loading their
art images and videos (if they have them) onto Booth Central for our fair. That is great,
considering that some of our excellent juried artists do not have websites and are not techsavvy. Our goal was 60, so we have already exceeded our first goal.

•

Marketing -- Our plan is finalized, our digital postcard is done, our ads are designed, and
marketing is proceeding on schedule. The 2020 KM Virtual Art Fair website is LIVE! The
link: https://kingsmountainartfair.org. It allows people to get registered to attend the Fair on
Labor Day weekend. Click through to register now. While you are on the site, take a virtual
walk around the usual booth layout around the Community Center C using Mapme, a feature developed by KMAF Artist Liaison Carrie German. It allows you to “see” the artists in
their booth and visit their websites: http://tour.mapsalive.com/83064/page1.htm. Thank you,
Carrie!

•

“Creative Content” – On the Booth Central Platform, there is a “window” in which we can place content that will help draw people into our fair. What do
we put in? How do we do it? Eileen Kim has jumped
in to lead this critical piece – a heavy lift. She has a
great team and after some excellent consultation
from Diane Palme, we have a plan to draw potential
customers in and answer the question: Why should
people click through to buy during our fair over Labor
Day Weekend? Eileen’s Team consists of Eileen
Fredrikson, Dave Morrison (a longstanding multi-job

-2-

volunteer), Bev Scott (who in addition to being an expert on chickens, has much needed
creative tech skills), and Keith Gruchala, a friend of Marty Phelps who is a highly decorated
cinematographer who has worked all over the world in the film industry. Keith plans to set
up on the mountain for a couple of weeks to volunteer his services filming compelling content to upload to the Booth Central KMAF fair site. WOW! Diane Palme has agreed to continue to consult with us too, so that is awesome.

•

Customers Buying Art – Jeanne Carlson is heading up the team whose challenge will be
to help people buy art – another heavy lift in the virtual world.
Here is more detail about volunteer needs from the Chairs of these important areas:

Creative Content Update from Eileen Kim
For the virtual fair, we are creating a video feed
which will run continuously during the event. While
the bulk of this footage will be nature scenes from
our beautiful mountain setting, we will have short 3minute segments sprinkled throughout. We may use
old photos/videos from past fairs, but we are also
exploring ideas for new content. If you have a special talent or an idea for something interesting and
eye-catching, please email eileen.kim@yahoo.com. All ideas from mountain residents are welcome! We particularly want to express our gratitude, and let shoppers know what they are supporting (essential services for our community) and why they should spend money at our virtual
fair. Additionally, if you already happen to have any video footage of the redwoods, and especially of past Kings Mountain Art Fairs, we’d be interested!
Customer and Artist Support launch from Jeanne Carlson
Our group has been created for virtual Art Fair 2020 to facilitate sales and solve problems
for both customers and artists. Think of it as Booth Sitting and T-info combined with personal
shopping! Our team members, in pairs, will be working via the online chat function on the
Booth Central website and offline by checking in with artists, setting up private appointments or
Zoom meetings and generally doing whatever we can to help the artists sell their art.
I am seeking volunteers who possess the following qualities and skills:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Experience with live chat and meeting tools such as Zoom, Google Meet, FaceTime, etc.
Comfortable using a computer to surf and shop,
Upbeat, cheerful attitude
Enjoy talking to visitors to the Fair and helping them connect with artists
Work with artists who may be having difficulties
Lots of patience

We need 25 volunteers to staff this important team. Interested? Please contact Jeanne
Carlson at jeanne@carlsonadvisors.com to join the team!
Marketing the Virtual Fair from Sandy Shapero and the Marketing Team
Today marks the beginning of the 2020 Kings Mountain Virtual Art Fair campaign to bring
the Kings Mountain Art Fair worldwide. Visitors can attend the Fair from their homes ANYWHERE in the world. Rain or shine or COVID-19, the Fair goes on!
BUT we need your help! You need to help bring friends, family and co-workers to the
Fair! All of those people who for years have said, “I wish I could go to the Art Fair and
buy art and help!” Now they can. Anyone can attend the Fair from his or her home.
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In the next week, we will be providing an easy-tosend email with the KMAF digital postcard for you to
share electronically. And the website now has the
ability to take donations for the Fire Brigade and
the Kings Mountain School so even if your circle of
friends and family does not want to buy art, they
can donate and help. Please like/follow the Kings
Mountain Art Fair on Facebook and Instagram to
help us expand our reach. The marketing team has
a coordinated campaign with social media, PR,
advertising, email, and event posting but we need
your help! You may not be able to volunteer inperson at the Fair, but please plan on helping to spread the word and buy art from our loyal
and talented artists.
Thank you! -- The Marketing Team: Sheena Mawson, Carrie German, Cindy Oldham, Erin
Bixler Baumgartner, and Sandy Shapero.

Next steps for our 2020 Virtual Kings Mountain Art Fair:
•
•
•

If you have content ideas and materials, send them to Eileen Kim.
If you like the art we sell and want to help artists, sign up with Jeanne.
If you can help with marketing, follow the road map from Sandy and her team.

Google/Facebook Credits Needed for Art Fair Promotion
Can you Help?
We are about to launch our social media campaign for the 2020 Virtual Art Fair. We try to
promote the fair in the most effective and cost-efficient manner.
One of the ways we do that is to use credits that Google and Facebook grant to their employees. Both companies have a program that allows an employee to grant free advertising to
their choice of non-profits. Last year, a number of KM residents donated their credits which
allowed us to reach an audience that we had not reached before and at no cost to the Fair. It is
a very generous gift.
Our request is this: If you or a family member or a friend is an employee of Google or Facebook, please consider asking them if they would be willing to donate their August and September credits to the Art Fair. Many employees are not aware of the program but Sheena can
assist them in how to do it. Please contact her at the e-address below as soon as possible.
We promise to make it as easy as possible to help us out.
Thanks in advance!
Sheena and Sandy smmawson@gmail.com sandy@toofar.net
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on July 14, 2020
ATTENDANCE: Attending via Zoom: Jon Fredrikson, Ted Thayer, Kim Ohlund, Tim Naylor, Frank
Adams, Steve Johnson, Joe Rockmore, Jason Oldendorp, Jim Sullivan, Bill Goebner, Kathy Shubin, and
Matt King.
Previous Board President Jon Fredrikson called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:30 pm.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the June 9, 2020 Board
meeting were posted electronically. The Board unanimously approved the June minutes.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Jon Fredrikson reported that the Brigade will be using Quickbooks and
other applications through Tech Soup, which will save a conciderable amount in fees.

BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin reported that the Community
Center was closed during the month of June because of California stay-at-home orders, and no uses
occurred during June.

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the June 2020 report:
Medical aid

11

Vehicle accident

6

Public assist

3

Firefighter standby

0

Vehicle fire

0

Smoke check

1

Structure fire

0

Vegetation fire

2

Hazardous materials

0

Rescue

0

Cover assignment

0

Alarm sounding

1

Water tender group response

1

Trash fire

0

TOTAL # RESPONSES FOR THE MONTH

25

AVERAGE # OF
RESPONDERS

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response:

0

5.5

Appoint Replacement Director: The board approved the appointment of Jon Fredrikson to fill the seat
vacated by Anna Roesch-Tubbs for the remainder of that term, which expires in 2022.
Election of Officers: The Board elected Board officers for the one-year term ending in June 2021. Frank
Adams was elected President, Tim Naylor was elected Vice President, Ted Thayer was re-elected
Secretary, and Jon Fredrikson was elected Treasurer.
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OLD BUSINESS:
Kings Mountain CERT Update: Kim Ohlund briefed the Board on the status of Kings Mountain CERT.
Kim thanked Hank Stern for facilitating a donation of surgical masks to the CERT program from Cal OES.
Kings Mountain CERT will be moving to bi-monthly meetings and the next meeting will be Tuesday
August 4th.
Tree Removal: The discussion of this item was included in the discussion of tree roots in front of the
apparatus bays below.
Tree Roots in Front of Apparatus Bays: The Board discussed both short term and long term solutions
to address the tree roots in front of the apparatus bays. Jason and Joe will work with Tim German to
draw up a scope of work for the alternatives (i.e., installation of a root barrier and tree removal) and
pursue potential vendors. The Board will consider cost estimates of the alternative methods and input
from the Art Fair Board before making a decision on how to address the issue.
When to Open Community Center: The Board discussed the use of the Community Center and
reaffirmed that the use of the Community Center and grounds are subject to State of California and San
Mateo County Health Orders and protocols. For this reason, the Community Center itself will remain
closed for the time being. The Board discussed the potential use of the grounds as allowed by the State
of California and San Mateo County Health Orders and protocols. The Board approved the revision of the
rental contract documents to incorporate language addressing applicable Health Orders and conditions
for use of the grounds.
Apparatus Parking in the Northwest Corner of Property: The Board discussed the condition of the
site, necessary improvements, and other potential solutions. The Board will review options and continue
discussion of the project at future meetings.
Marketing a Bequest Program for KMVFB: Steve Johnson spoke about the bequest and significant gift
drive published and donation form will be published in the Echo.
Update on Sale of 1998 Freightliner: Jon Fredrikson reported that there had been interest in the truck
but that deal had fallen through. The used fire truck market is picking up, but the relatively small size of
the water tank limits the value of the truck. The Board approved the reduction of the price of the truck.
NEW BUSINESS:
Parking for Art Fair Support: The Board discussed and approved overnight parking for a recreational
vehicle in support of the virtual Art Fair.
MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:20 pm. NEXT MEETING: August 11, 2020 at 7:30 pm
Respectfully submitted,
Ted Thayer, Secretary
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WILDFIRE IS COMING.

ARE YOU READY?
HARDENING
YOUR HOME

VERTICAL
SPACING

Flying embers can destroy homes
up to a mile ahead of a wildfire.
Prepare (harden) your home now
before a fire starts.

Eliminate opportunities for a
vertical “fire ladder” by:

Priority list for building
or remodeling with
ingition-resistant*
materials:
• Roof (Above all else your
roofing is the most important
hardening feature)
• Eaves and Soffits
• Walls
• Decks
• Patio Cover
• Fencing

Other priority activities:
• Vents: Cover and protect
all openings.
• Windows: Protect against
blow-outs and install dualpaned windows.
• Rain Gutters: Screen or
enclose.
• Chimney: Cover outlets with
non-combustable screens.
• Garage: Have an accessable
fire extinguisher.
• Driveways: Ensure acess to
your home complies with local
fire codes.

3X HEIGHT
OF SHRUB
= MINIMUM
VERTICAL
CLEARANCE

• Remove branches beneath
large trees for a 6 foot minimum
clearance.
• Create proper vertical spacing
between shrubs and the lowest
branches of trees by using the
formula shown.

6 FOOT
MINIMUM
CLEARANCE

HORIZONTAL
SPACING
The spacing between grass, shrubs,
and trees is crucial to reduce the
spread of wildfire. The spacing
needed is determined by the type
and size of the shrubs and trees,
as well as the slope of the land.
For example, a property on a steep
slope with larger plant life will
require greater spacing between
trees and shrubs than a level
property that has small, sparse
vegetation.

X

SHRUBS

TREES

2X

10 FEET

X

FLAT TO MILD SLOPE (LESS THAN 20%)

20 FEET

4X

Fire-safe landscaping

MILD TO MODERATE SLOPE (20%–40%)

Fire-safe landscaping isn’t
necessarily the same thing as a
well-maintained yard. Fire-safe
landscaping uses fire-resistant plants
that are strategically planted to resist
the spread of fire to your home.

30 FEET
6X

• Water Supply: Get multiple
garden hoses that are long
enough to reach all areas of
your home.
MODERATE TO STEEP SLOPE (GREATER THAN 40%)

*Visit ReadyforWildfire.org/
hardening-your-home for detailed
information on ingition-resistant
building materials and all home
hardening activities.

DOWNLOAD THE
READY FOR WILDFIRE APP
It’s never been more important to keep on top of preparing your
family, home and property for a wildfire. Fires are on the rise,
and are burning hotter, faster and more unpredictably than ever
before. Download the app to:
• Get custom wildfire alerts
• Track your progress
• Get detailed action steps

3X
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Kings Mountain Association Board Meeting
July 8, 2020
The July KMA Board Meeting was held online
Board Members Present: Eric Soult, Jenn Soult, Cindy Phelps, Betsy Rix, Amber Steele, Marlene Stern,
Holly Winnen. Regrets: Cindy Oldham. Guests: Jon and Eileen Fredrikson, Claudia Polley, Joe Rockmore,
Kim Ward.
Call to Order: Jenn called the virtual meeting to order at 7:05 pm.
Approval of Minutes: June meeting minutes were approved online and published in the July Echo.
Treasurer’s Report: No activity reported this month.
Annual Vote for KMA Board Members: A paper ballot was printed in the Echo. Votes will be received by
U.S. Mail or delivered to a ballot box on the Community Center deck, outside the door. Eileen Fredrikson,
as a nominating committee member, will count the votes and cross-reference that voters are KMA
members in good standing. The vote will close on July 27th.
Virtual Hosting Capacity for KMA: Jon Fredrikson reported that the KMVFB has purchased a program
that among other features offers a webinar hosting feature. The Board voted unanimously to share in the
cost of this program and will now be able to host webinars and other virtual gatherings for the Kings
Mountain community.
Groups.io Transition from Yahoo: Joe Rockmore and Jon Fredrikson presented information and
recommendations for the impending transition in our online community communication system. Joe (Rocky)
suggested that KMA take on official advisory role to the email component of Google IO, which will be
replacing the current Yahoo group. This includes ensuring that when one of the moderators transitions, that
KMA will assist in finding a replacement. The Board voted unanimously to take on this role. Jon gave the
Board an update on the transition to Google IO. He has agreed to host a webinar that will provide an
introduction and explain features of the new program. It is scheduled for Thursday, July 16 at 7:00 pm.
Skyline Ridge Trail Discussion: The Board recognized that community interest in the trail is high and
post-meeting decided to enter the following posting from Jenn into the minutes:
We love the idea of the community coming together and starting a committee to express the collective concerns
about the trail. The KMA is entirely in favor of the community forming committees, in fact, we strongly encourage
this.
It is important to remember that the KMA is not an HOA and the Board should remain neutral and not choose
sides. The KMA bylaws state: “The Kings Mountain Association is organized for the purpose of protecting,
improving and enhancing the community; for organizing projects of benefit to the community; for holding special
activities whereby members of the Association may become acquainted with each other and the organizations in
the community; and for providing a forum for representation of community positions." (Section 2, Article III of the
Bylaws).
As a Board, we hear the community's desire for something to be done (in both directions). But as a Board, we
will not take sides, regardless of our individual personal feelings for or against this project. We have heard from
residents who are both for and against this.
What can we do? The KMA Board is happy to host a ZOOM meeting if the committee that is forming or an
individual in the community has a specific speaker/committee lead/representative organizing for the
project/representative organizing against/county official etc. whom would like to address the community in a
healthy and productive conversation.
Thank you for attending the hearing, and for sharing the communities VALID concerns. Thank you to everyone
who is posting great, eloquent letters of concern. Thank you for sharing the updates with the list.
All of that work is so valuable. In Community, Jenn Soult, KMA Board President

The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 pm.
The KMA http://www.kingsmountainonline.com/community/kma exists to enhance and benefit our
community. Guests are welcome to the board meetings, which are generally on the second Wednesday of
each month at 7:00 pm. Please email the board for invitations to virtual meetings. We encourage residents
to bring topic ideas and speakers to our attention. Email us at kma@kingsmountainonline.com.
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Meet the New KMA Board Members
Ballots for the slate of nominees to lead our Kings Mountain Association from July
2020 to June 2021 have been counted and verified against the current KMA membership
list. As with most things during these pandemic-affected times, KMA had to do a “work
around” to meet organization needs. In this case, group gathering limitations necessitated
a change of the elections from a business meeting held at the KMA Annual Dinner, to a
mail in ballot. No delicious food, wine and fun visits with neighbors this year, just the
needed annual vote to certify the organizations’ board of directors. Thank you to all you
good citizens who took the time to mail in or drop off your ballots. Hopefully, next year we
can return to fun and frivolity together at the CC. Meanwhile, here is a little bit about your
talented new board members.
David Kaufman: An East Coast transplant, Dave followed his love for music to San
Francisco not long after studying music composition and history at Cornell University. He
has performed as a multi-instrumentalist, soloist, lead singer, and songwriter in countless
groups in San Francisco, Santa Cruz, and the Half Moon Bay area for over 20 years on
electric and acoustic guitars, mandolin, banjo, pedal steel guitar, electric and upright bass,
drums, and tabla. Aside from his life as a multi-instrumentalist, Dave is a senior project
manager and system design engineer for BBI Engineering, Inc., a commercial audiovisual
engineering, design and installation contractor based in San Francisco. He lives on Kings
Mountain with his wife Kate, their two daughters Selah and Sarah, and their canine companion Luna.
During the early weeks of the pandemic, David began
live-streaming biweekly Friday solo performances with
virtual guests from his living room. Our recent beautiful
weather enabled him to perform with his various ensembles safely distanced outside on his deck with neighbors
invited to watch and listen from his driveway…also socially distanced, of course. The music is terrific and
even more fun when watching in person. Here's the live
stream schedule for the next two months (all Fridays):
8/7, 8/21, 9/4, 9/18, 10/2. Musicians will be outdoors as
weather permits. There are 2 ways to watch: Periscope: https://www.pscp.tv/zepgrass. Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0HnNtYwiCNyQWk1R-cyytQ/live
Linda Elliott: Linda has lived on the mountain since 1980.
Neighbors are likely to have met this friendly and energetic lady at
community events…especially those with a culinary focus. Although
she describes herself as “a jack of all trades”, Linda has operated as
an independent contractor, applying her considerable design and
event organization skills as a painter, stager, event planner and
caterer.
She has worked at the Art Fair in many capacities over the last 40
years, but says, “I love the pantry the most.” Good thing too, since she
can be found there every day from breakfast hours to closing…plus at
least a day before and after the actual fair days. Having created décor,
food and set up for many events, KMA finally convinced Linda to accept a nomination to join its board.
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Southern Skyline Ridge Trail Extension Project Update
The wheels of government continue to grind slowly toward an eventual plan intended to
open up SF Watershed land to more recreational use by the public. The project land includes
the Fifield-Cahill Ridge Trail adjacent to the cemetery north of the 92/35 intersection and a new
Southern Skyline Boulevard Ridge Trail Extension (SSBRTE) running on the south side from
92/35 intersection, approximately 6 miles to the Phleger Estate boundary and east from 35 a
few hundred feet. The project, begun in 2001, resulted in a draft EIR as a component of the
SFPUC’s Peninsula Watershed Management Plane presented to the public in 2016. Nothing
more was heard about it until this June, when neighbors who had signed up in 2016 received a
message entitled “Notice of Availability of the Draft Environmental Impact Report for SFPUC's
Southern Skyline Boulevard Ridge Trail Extension Project.” The draft content appeared to be
unchanged except for additional pages listing all the comments from the 2016 presentation. No
responses were shown except for those rejected as “outside scope of the project.”
The Echo joined a remote San Francisco Planning Commission hearing on July 24th where
the SSBRTE was meeting agenda item 13. The guidelines for the meeting were narrowly
focused solely on inadequacies of the Draft Environmental Impact Report and were not open
to objections to the project as a whole. Five persons who submitted accepted comments in
advance where called upon to speak. These included representatives from the Bay Ridge Trail
Council and Kings Mountain neighbor Jerry Molitor. Due to time constraints, each speaker was
given two minutes to cover points they wanted to put on the record. There was no response
from the planners who moved to the next agenda item following the speakers.
Mr. Molitor’s comments addressed 1) inadequacy of trail width, 2) safety hazards created if
the southern trail serving parking lot was moved down 1.5 miles, 3) a safer crossing alternative
could be made at the existing Hwy 92 traffic light with upgrades to current maintenance trails to
connect public access to the Phleger Estate, 4) a plan to mitigate unauthorized parking at proposed maintenance lots and service driveways is needed, 5) no parking lot alternative across
from the Purisima Trailhead was evaluated.
The public comment period regarding endorsements or perceived inadequacies in
the Draft EIR will close at 5 pm, August 10th. Community members interested in figuring out
how the current project in this draft EIR might affect life on the mountain have until then to
send questions to Timothy Johnson timothy.johnston@sfgov.org. The entire draft EIR and appendices has been uploaded to the KM Groups.io site to help you understand how the mountain may be affected. Just put Skyline Trail Extension in the search window to get started learning enough to have and educated perspective on the outcome we can expect to this project as
currently proposed.
Briefly stated, there are four alternatives currently under review:
Alt A is no project; do not go forward
Alt B is the proposal to simply move a parking from a spot adjacent to the Caltrans lot at
the southern Hwy 35-92 intersection to one constructed 1.5 miles further down Skyline. This is
considered the superior alternative environmentally by the Sierra Club and Planning Commission.
Alt C Build the Skyline Trail Extension, but limit it to pedestrian use, removing bicycles and
equestrians.
Alt D Removes both the Fifield-Cahill Ridge improvements and the Skyline extension by an
alternative trail alignment; routing improved trail access between Sweeney Ridge and the
Phleger Estate via the existing Crystal Springs Regional Trail and Huddart County Park trail
system.
Once the completed EIR leaves the Planning Commission, the project moves to the
SFPUC to handle final certification, cost analysis, approval sign offs (including from the San
Francisco Board of Supervisors) to the contracting and build out of the improvements finally
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agreed upon. Scott MacPherson will be the designated contact person; his email is:
smacpherson@sfwater.org. This is the phase where, public input about the actual merits of the
project will be heard and considered. There is no timeline for this phase, but it will be a long
and laborious process. Any neighbor can request being put on the SFPUC notification list
when/if that phase begins.

Alternative D: Different Trail Proposal Would Eliminate SSBTE on Kings Mountain

-11-

This Caltrans July 16, 2020 press release announces the restart of their joint highway litter removal program that is so needed on Skyline.

Caltrans, CHP Announce Joint Litter Cleanup and Enforcement Effort
Caltrans District: Headquarters Contact: Chris Clark Phone: (916) 416-8615
CHP Contact: Fran Clader – Phone: (916) 843-3310

SACRAMENTO —The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the California
Highway Patrol (CHP) today announced a statewide effort to resume litter removal on the state
highways. Roadside litter cleanup has been limited since March due to the COVID-19 health
crisis.
"Litter increases the risk of fire, pollutes our waterways, threatens wildlife and costs taxpayers millions of dollars to remove. We ask all Californians to be part of the solution, dispose of
trash responsibly and secure cargo loads before getting on the road."
Toks Omishakin, Caltrans Director
Caltrans maintenance workers and partnering programs are adhering to recommendations
developed in consultation with licensed industrial hygienists to ensure safe working environments while conducting litter removal efforts during the current health crisis. Crews will continue to wear personal protective equipment such as facemasks and gloves and practice physical distancing in accordance with guidelines issued by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.
California needs your help to prevent trash from ever making it to the highways. Money
spent on cleaning up trash diverts crews away from filling potholes, fixing guardrails, and performing other essential maintenance activities. Motorists can be part of the solution by following a few basic travel behaviors:
• Stow a litter bag in your vehicle and always dispose of trash appropriately.
• Properly extinguish cigarettes and cigars; never throw any item, particularly one
that is lit, from a vehicle.
• Always cover and properly secure cargo or materials hauled in passenger trucks
and pick-ups to prevent items from falling off the vehicle.
• Volunteer to adopt a California highway and remove litter.
Litter removal was limited to protect the health and safety of Caltrans crews during the current health crisis. Due to the accumulation of trash on the state highways with traffic beginning
to increase as the state reopens, Caltrans crews and volunteers with the Adopt-A-Highway
program are picking up garbage statewide and removing items abandoned on the side of the
road.
The CHP actively enforces California's anti-littering laws, ticketing motorists seen littering
highways or driving with unsecured cargo loads. Last year, CHP officers issued more than
3,100 citations for littering, and roughly one-third of those violations involved a lit cigarette.
"Not only is littering illegal, but there can be devastating consequences resulting from these
senseless actions," said CHP Commissioner Warren Stanley. "A lit cigarette carelessly tossed
from a window can start a brush fire, an unsecured cargo load can result in a collision, and the
safety of a highway worker cleaning up the mess is at great risk."
Caltrans collected 287,000 cubic yards of litter in 2019 alone—enough to fill 18,000 garbage trucks. Of that total, 35 percent resulted from efforts by the department's community volunteer programs, saving California millions of dollars and untold associated environmental
costs.
Caltrans collaborates with the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation and
advocacy groups to provide occupational mentoring and temporary employment to parolees
and veterans. Participants are trained in litter abatement, and the program has grown from
eight crews in 2009 to 55 crews operating in the state today.
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What to Do When a Scenic Corridor Isn’t Scenic
Trash and outright wholesale dumping of big junk has periodically become a problem along Skyline to a greater or lesser
extent for years. We seem to be in one of those “greater” problem eras during these COVID affected times. Early in July, a
neighbor messaged about this annoyance with contact numbers
to call for clean up mitigation. Sandy Shapero wrote:
Dear Fellow Mountain Residents,
We all know that garbage along Skyline Blvd has gotten
worse over the years. I know many of us have made an effort to
pick up garbage to try to \keep the area clean, so thank you. Skyline is the scenic corridor and is
the responsibility of Caltrans to maintain but they aren’t able (or don’t) to regularly monitor the area.
I think what would work to get Caltrans to pick up garbage in a timely manner would be to call
them as soon as you see garbage. Also, message the group to let them know you have called so
that other people can make calls into Caltrans to put pressure on. I know when I’ve called them
they are usually receptive and sent someone out to clean it up within a week. If we made a coordinated effort to call Caltrans as soon as we see any garbage, it could help.
The number to call is (650) 358-4127. This is the Caltrans Regional Office that handles our
area. It’s best to give them specifics as to the location on Skyline of the garbage. Thank you in advance for everyone’s help to keep our mountain clean! Regards, Sandy
In late July, following Sandy’s letter, thirteen messages from community members about trash
dumping were posted on KM Groups.io. They included many logical guesses as to why we are experiencing this dumping spurt as well as the following valuable operational processing information
posted by contractor, Tim Jordan. Tim wrote, "Drive down Hwy 92 and observe all the garbage
along the side of the road that escaped the garbage trucks. All the garbage from San Francisco
south to Santa Clara and beyond comes to the Ox Mountain Landfill! And all the “leachate”, the liquid garbage that drains out of the garbage, is collected by a series of drain pipes that go into giant
tanks at the bottom of the landfill. Then the volatile gases are burnt off in huge incinerators. Then
the liquid that’s left is pumped into 5,000+ gal tanker trucks. The liquid is then dumped into the Half
Moon Bay sewer system at the junction of Hwy 1 and Young Ave. in a manhole to dump that’s unmonitored and unsupervised. It then goes into our beautiful ocean.”
As Echo readers will see from the joint press release issued on July 16, both Caltrans and the
CHP have responsibility for trash removal on state highways. Crews doing this work were sidelined
months ago by COVID 19 work protocols. We quickly saw the results of that work stoppage with
spurt of unsightly trash buildup on Skyline. It appears that San Mateo County and others have multiple transfer and recycling centers, however Ox Mountain is the only conveniently located landfill
for solid waste. San Francisco and other cities without solid waste operations send whatever remains up 92 to Ox Mountain. Unregulated companies and Individuals also default to Ox Mountain
for big garbage. Whether it is inconvenient hours or applicable fees, Skyline and other remote but
lovely roads, have become favorite dumping places for irresponsible people.
A sustained reporting system of calls and email from our community seems the most likely
action to keep the renegade dumpers off Skyline. The joint press release lists contact numbers for
both CHP and Caltrans. In addition, https://csr.dot.ca.gov/index.php/Msrsubmit is a Caltrans service
request website: It includes a specific drop down in the menu for trash/litter and an interactive map
to pinpoint the complaint location.
Anybody ready to spend some time, freed up by SIP, organizing a concerted call in campaign
of Mountain neighbors? Caltrans claims that trash collection diverts work crews from essential
maintenance like filling potholes. If we don’t see results on Skyline after work crews have restarted,
making Kings Mountain/Skyline the squeaky wheel that gets the action would be quite a worthy
project.
by Eileen Fredrikson
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Even though there are no KMA Mid-Week Movie Nights for the time being, we can still enjoy
some great films from the safety of our homes. As usual, here are a few suggestions. This month
we turn our attention to documentaries. We hope to see you again soon in person!
John Lewis: Good Trouble. This extremely moving, powerful and timely film examines the
hugely impactful career of the Congressman and civil rights icon who recently passed. It combines interviews and rare archival footage to chronicle Lewis’ 60-plus years of social, political and
legislative activism. It explores his childhood experiences, his family influences and evocatively
recounts the events that transpired when he and other peaceful marchers tried to cross the Edmund Pettus Bridge and were badly beaten by police. The title comes from a favorite Lewis quote
that could serve as a guidepost for these times: "When you see something that's not right, not
fine, say something, do something. Get in trouble: good trouble, necessary trouble." It is a poignant portrait that aptly summarizes the well-lived life of a public figure who will be sorely missed.
Ai Weiwei: Yours Truly. As Herb Caen used to say, there is always a local angle. This fascinating and inspiring film centers on an exhibition of the artist’s work, @Large: Ai Weiwei on Alcatraz
that was staged on the island in 2014. The film’s director, Cheryl Haines, helped produce the exhibition and she explores the artist’s personal connection to the material, including the banishment of his father, the poet Ai Qing, to a forced labor camp. Following his own detention by Chinese authorities, Ai Weiwei transformed the former island penitentiary into an eloquently powerful
platform for political art. The resulting multi-faceted installation on Alcatraz included compelling
portraits of political prisoners from around the world that were, incredibly, made out of Legos. It
was viewed by more than 900,000 visitors, many of who also interacted with the piece by writing
postcards to the prisoners. The documentary then “follows” the postcards’ path by interviewing
some of the prisoners, who have since been released. The film deftly weaves together a look at
art that is both personal and political while examining the profound impact it had on the lives of
the prisoners of conscience it features.
Rolling Thunder Revue: A Bob Dylan Story by Martin Scorsese. Scorsese’s take on the
enigma that is Bob Dylan – folksinger, electric rocker, activist and Nobel laureate is both illuminating and dissembling, but is fascinating nonetheless. Using archival footage and present day interviews, the documentary relives the legendary 1975 concerts that included Joan Baez, Joni
Mitchell, Roger McGuinn, Allen Ginsberg, Ramblin’ Jack Elliott and a slew of other musicians and
actors. Scorsese eschews presenting history-as-fact preferring to treat some of the fables Dylan
spins as gospel. For Dylan fans, it offers a glimpse of the bard during one of his most creative
(and interesting) periods and includes some dazzling musical performances. (Netflix)
Others of note: 20 Feet From Stardom, a rockin’ doc about some absolutely fabulous backup
singers (on Netflix); Beyond the Visible: Hilma af Klint, about a previously unknown female Swedish artist who, it turns out, was actually the first Western abstract artist (stream at Bampfa.org);
and American Factory: an Oscar-winning doc produced by the Obamas, that examines the ways
in which the acquisition of a Dayton factory by a Chinese company impacted its U.S. workers
(Netflix).
Feel free to email me at jrix1727@gmail.com to share some of your favorite films and I will include them in future columns. The films included in this month’s column about John Lewis and Ai
Weiwei can be rented through the Roxie Virtual Cinema (roxie.com) or the website of the Berkeley Art Museum (bampfa.org). This can be a nice way to enjoy recent releases and support local
cultural institutions. Enjoy!
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Changes Underway at the Djerassi Resident Artist Program
Due to pandemic protocols limiting air travel, indoor
group dining and other restrictions, artists selected to come
to Kings Mountain for the early 2020 residencies have been
postponed. However, free docent-led public hikes to view
site-inspired sculptures created over the years by resident
artists have resumed as scheduled. These sculptures/art
pieces are purely voluntary works that some artists have
been moved to produce during their time in residence on the
beautiful 583 acres that make up the property.
As luck would have it, your editor was the sweep docent
on the final “Director’s Hike” lead by Margot Knight. I was
surprised and more than a little anguished that our Mountain was losing such a distinguished
woman. A few days later, I received the notification below from the Djerassi Board:
An Update from Djerassi Resident Artists Program
We are living at a time of tremendous change—and we'd like to share news about
changes that are happening at Djerassi Resident Artists Program as well. After nearly a decade of leadership and direction, our Executive Director, Margot Haliday Knight, is stepping
down from her leadership role at the end of July.
Celebrating a Decade of Progress
Margot has been instrumental in providing leadership and direction to the organization
since she joined in November 2011. “Djerassi Resident Artists Program has opportunities to
advance the work it does to support artists in what I call the 'next-normal.' Our mission has
never mattered more,” Knight shares. “The self-inquiry provoked by sheltering-in-place has
been transformative. I have been a cultural worker in public history, art and the humanities for
over four decades. Now I have books to write, protests to make, candidates to support and
countries to see.”
Under her leadership, the Djerassi Program increased the number and diversity of resident
artists and added Scientific Delirium Madness, a residency devoted to the intersecting ideas of
artists and scientists. The Program added new partnerships, including the development of
workshops/retreats, a dedicated environmental stewardship program and The Playwrights Initiative to elevate new voices in the theater. The Program also forged new collaborations with
the Diasporic Vietnamese Artists Network, Kinetech’s Y-Exchange, LEONARDO, The Ocean
Memory Project, New BlackFest, Latinx Theatre Commons, Stanford University and several international residency programs, adding residencies for Cuban and African artists. Knight
launched a major land and buildings initiative to improve the safety and experience of resident
artists and staff. Under her tenure, the Program also established a staffed office in San Francisco, launched a docent program for sculpture hikes and tripled its permanent endowment.
"We are immensely grateful to Margot for her years of dedicated service to the Djerassi
Program," shares our board chair, SF philanthropist Victoria Lilienthal. “We all know that she
has worked tirelessly to give artists the time to ‘just be.’”
The Board of Trustees is working to complete a new strategic plan and secure interim
leadership. We'll have more to announce soon.
In these times of change, we've never been more grateful for our community. With support
from all of you—our artists, donors and friends—we know the future of Djerassi Resident Artists Program is bright.
Board of Trustees, Djerassi Resident Artists Program

As our featured speaker at a KMA event in September 2019, Margot told engaging stories
about the Pulitzer Prize winning authors, world famous composers, poets, sculptors, dancers
and artists from many disciplines who have spent productive time on Kings Mountain. For many
years, Margo and husband Nick have also been faithful volunteers at the Kings Mountain Art
Fair. We extend a fond farewell to them both. We will miss you on the Mountain.
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San Mateo County Added to State COVID-19 Watchlist
Half Moon Bay Review, Jul 29, 2020
UPDATED 2:55 p.m.: San Mateo County’s wait ended on Wednesday when it was
added to the state COVID-19 watchlist. It was the last county in the Bay Area to escape the unhappy distinction, and the consequences for area businesses are grim.
San Mateo County was added due to an increase in the rate of COVID-19 cases
here. The county’s case rate today, based on a 14-day rolling average, is 110.4 positive cases per 100,000 of population, according to the San Mateo County Health Department. The state’s threshold for inclusion on the monitoring list is a case rate of 100.
Thirty-seven of the state’s 58 counties are on the list, which tracks new cases, hospitalizations and hospital capacity as well as other aspects of disease transmission.
More than 93 percent of the state’s population lives in counties on the monitoring list.
Being on the list carries real-world consequences. If the county is on the list for
three or more days consecutively, it must shut down gyms and fitness centers, places
of worship (including weddings and funerals,) non-essential offices, personal care services like nail salons and barbershops as well as shopping malls. Those businesses
may still operate outdoors under strict guidelines or arrange for curbside pick-up of
goods.
It would also mean that schools must start with remote learning — a requirement
that dovetails with plans already in places at Cabrillo Unified School District.
“We’ve been anticipating being added to the monitoring list as our case rate hovers
above the state’s target,” said San Mateo County Manager Mike Callagy in a prepared
release. “It’s clear that COVID-19 continues to spread in our community and in the Bay
Area. It’s vital that we all do everything we can — wearing face coverings, washing our
hands, and avoiding gatherings — to slow and eventually stop to the spread. These individual actions can make a huge difference.”
The state has not offered guidelines for when restrictions might be lifted.
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August 2020 School News
Governor Gavin Newsom put pandemic mitigation at the center of the 2020-2021 school year by ruling that K-12 instruction in
every county on the state’s coronavirus health data watchlist,
must offer only distance instruction. Classrooms could not reopen
to kids in watchlist counties. In the original version of this Echo
story, KMES was unaffected by the Newsom’s ruling, because
San Mateo was the only Bay Area County NOT on the state
watchlist. That changed on July 29th when SMC moved marginally past the threshold of cases that mandated watchlist regulation. (See HMBR story
about schools and broader implications of this status change for our county.)
Meanwhile, the Cabrillo District had carefully constructed plans for curriculum excellence under distance learning and for insuring teacher and student safety from COVID
contagion during classroom teaching. With the changed status for San Mateo County,
Cabrillo schools were forced into the “distance learning” only mandate. KMES remains
ready with effective plans for safe return to Mountain classrooms when SMC meets required health data standards and can be released from the watchlist.
Cabrillo District School Board meetings held remotely on July 16 and 23rd illustrated
the complicated situation when transition to watchlist status was expected but not yet implemented. Parental interest in Board deliberations was so high that many potential attendees were left out by Zoom capacity problems. When technical issues pushed the July
16th meeting past midnight, the board delayed a decision to approve a plan as presented
on the reopening of schools and called a special meeting for the 23rd.
In the end, Cabrillo approved starting the year with distance learning and approved a
phased in plan for a hybrid schedule of 2 days on campus 3 days of remote learning when
that becomes appropriate. Since county health data alone will determine when/if KMES
can move into a phase that includes time on campus, no schedules can currently be set.
August 17th will be the first day of school for KMES students. The opening date was
pushed back from August 13th to allow staff more time for training and lesson plan development.
We know the fine teachers at our special mountain school will be doing everything possible to make the 2020-2021 school year successful for our students. San Mateo County
defied expectations by staying off the watchlist for so long, KMES parents, students and
teachers were hopeful the new school year would bring a return to the Mountain. Now, the
Echo can only hope that folks from everywhere in the county follow the lead of Mountain
neighbors by observing
mandated SIP protocols. We
must pull down San Mateo
County infection rates so our
kids have the option for
classroom instruction.
It takes a Mountain…and
everyone else in this case!
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Garden Club News August 2020
by Jean Farmwald, President, KMGC

Our extraordinary weather has added happy blossoms and abundant fruit and
berries from neighborhood gardens to the natural beauty of our forest properties. Here
are a few plants and trees that have thrived in FULL sun locations this season. All
plants and trees in these photos get the mountain heat/sun exposure that is needed for
the end results you see. All get watered on a regular basis; flowering plants only if
required.
This seems to be an exceptionally happy year for
the fruit trees and blueberry bushes.
We don't have the man hours to give this orchard
all the care it needs, so the trees/bushes do not get
all the pruning/fertilizing
Fig Tree
that they would desire.
They still seem to produce, and it’s been a
happy year for harvesting!
I expect it has been the
same for fruit and berries
planted in sunny spots all Plum Tree
over the mountain. Since
desserts made from your own garden fruits seem to taste
better than any other, time spent gardening can be its own
reward during these pandemic affected times. Enjoy!
Blueberry Bush
Mattilija Poppy
Gladolia

Salvia

Apple Tree

Pear Tree
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August 2020 Kings Mountain Community Calendar
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The Kings Mountain Echo is published monthly by the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc, a non-profit,
volunteer organization. The Editor is Eileen Fredrikson. All opinions are those of the commentator/writer and not
those of the publisher.
Echo submissions should be emailed to eileenfredrikson@comcast.net Please reference “the Echo” in the
subject line. The Echo deadline is the 26th of each month. The editor retains discretion to edit all submissions for
space and content.
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