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Hello Neighbors:
March was Woman’s History month, so it seemed appropriate to begin this Echo with our KM Fire
Department’s salute to its women firefighters, tweeted out on March 8th (page 2). Like all KMFD volunteers, female firefighters are trained to professional level firefighting standards. In addition, Asst.
Chief Ann Gabrys holds the special certification required to drive our custom built, technologically
advanced fire trucks safely on our difficult mountain roads.
The wide variety of emergency incidents involving our firefighters shown in this Echo, including
traffic accidents, wires/trees down, road closures, trail rescues, COVID vaccination support, and wildland fires, once again reinforces how much our personal and property safety depends upon our volunteers. So, what can we do to make it easier for them to keep our neighborhoods safe? The KMFD
asks you to take the extraordinarily dry conditions seriously and create defensible space around your
home (see pages 4-5). Also, learn to use the new “Smoke Point” mobile app described on page 7 so
in an emergency you could report fires with greater accuracy and precision. And, of course, ablebodied men and women are always invited to answer the “seeking volunteer firefighters” call. Contact
chief@kmfd.org if you are interested in joining the Kings Mountain Fire Department.
Congratulations to the KMA for pulling off another successful “work around” for a mountain community tradition stymied by the pandemic. This month, it was the Spring Brunch and egg hunt. While
the gathering of neighbors was still not possible, you will enjoy the story and happy Bunnymobile pictures from this year’s alternative event. In addition, while a KMA task force has been meeting regularly regarding civic engagement master planning, KMA has put forth three excellent candidates to fill
open KMA Board of Director positions. Find the candidate biographies and ballot on pages 9-10. KMA
members, please complete and mail or drop your ballots at the CC by April 30th. The outstanding
KMA Speaker Series is likely to reach new heights on April 21st when Ann McCormick conducts a
Zoom webinar about her pioneering work developing Children’s Educational Software. Her new work
includes a hexagonal keyboard for children, reading apps, and national and international consulting
about preparing children for the future, using technology. Save the date; don’t miss it!
Bev Abbott’s monthly Art Fair updates for the Echo are keeping us all in the loop of this ever
evolving and important story. It’s complicated, but the show will go on. It is already doing so for many
Committee Chairs. Your chance will come Labor Day Weekend, if not before.
Spring is emerging rather unevenly on the Mountain with warm days chilling down precipitously
most evenings. However, Garden Club advice is encouraging and may motivate you to try something
new in your yard. KMES kids are returning to campus on April 5th. Schedules and classrooms have
been modified, but everyone is excited to be back in school. Don’t miss Jack Rix’s list of favorite flicks
your neighbors are recommending. Marty Eisenberg closes this issue with
Part II of the William Ralston story. This real story of a San Francisco pioneer rivals any complicated hero/villain you’ve been watching on Netflix.

Please

Stay well, get vaccinated, and stay engaged,
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist

Get Vaccinated

Kings Mountain Fire Department in Action
March 2021
The KMFD Celebrates Its Women Firefighters

March 8. To all our past, present, and
future KMFD women firefighters…
KMFD honors and thanks our dedicated women firefighters. These volunteers not only serve
as critical emergency, technical and leadership staff, they perform this work while being family
members, partners and serving critical roles as professionals in their day jobs. We couldn’t be
the FD we are without you.
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Kings Mountain Fire Department in Action
March 2021
March 13. KMFD responds with other first responders to a two vehicle motorcycle accident with minor
injuries on Kings Mountain Road.
March 15.
KMFD (E356)
answers a call
with Woodside
Fire and PG&E
to wires down and trees into wires on Bear Gulch East.
Roadway shut down until PG&E cleared trees and lines.

March 19. KMFD (Ann Flory) supporting local vaccination clinics.
These FFs are volunteering their time not only for KMFD activities,
but also for SM County wide vaccinations. Very proud to be part of
multidisciplinary effort reducing COVID-19 infections in SM County
and California.
March 19. KMFD with Woodside Fire cleared a tree down,
completely blocking Kings Mtn. Road. Crew takes a lot of
pride for a job well done!

March 23. KMFD dispatched with other
first responders to a single vehicle spin
out/collision on Skyline Boulevard, just
south of HW 92.
March 28. KMFD works with other first
responders to a trail rescue at Purisima
Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve.

March 31. We stay safe so we can keep you safe.
KMFD with La Honda FD getting our annual ladder
testing at Station 56 performed by FailSafe Testing.
Thanks for the great service.
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Prepare for Wildfires...Create Defensible Space Around Your Home
Get Ready Now for a Dry Year and an Early Start to the 2021 Fire Season
KM Residents: The bad news is that California’s largest 154 reservoirs are at only 50% of overall capacity, according to the California
Department of Water Resources. The 2020-2021 water year is on
track to be the third-driest in recorded history, and water rationing may
be looming.
It’s just April, and wildfires are already breaking out. On April 2,
CalFire tweeted: "We've had two vegetation fires in two days in our
unit-one in Santa Cruz County, one in San Mateo County. March brought very little precipitation, and vegetation fuel moistures remain low."
One of those fires was nearby in the
Teague Hill Preserve. On April 1, the
KMFD was dispatched with three
trucks and many other fire departments
to a one-quarter acre grass fire in
Teague Hill Open Space, on Skyline
Fire Trucks at Teague Hill Fire
Trail (east of
Skyline), about 1.5 miles south of Kings Mtn Road.
The unfortunate outlook is that we face a possible very dangerous fire season in the coming months. Accordingly, this is the
time to prepare your property for wildfires. Create defensible
space around your home to increase your home’s chance of surviving a wildfire. Defensible space is essential to improve your
home’s chance of surviving a wildfire. It’s the buffer you create
between a building on your property and the grass, trees,
KMFD Working at Teague Hill shrubs, or any wildland area that surround it. This space is
needed to
slow or stop the spread of wildfire
and it protects your home from
catching fire – either from direct
flame contact or radiant heat. Defensible space is also important for
the protection of the firefighters defending your home.
We suggest you begin now to
remove dead trees and flammable
vegetation around your property.
Selectively prune and remove nonnative or invasive vegetation, such
as scotch broom and coyote brush.
Haul vegetation to a dump or hire a
chipping service to dispose of the
waste.
In a few months, there will be a
Neighborhood Chipper Program (a
collaborative effort between the
KMFD and Fire Safe San Mateo
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County) that will provide no-cost chipping to most Kings Mountain residents. The
KMFD has announced that chipping has been scheduled to begin on July 13, but this
date may be moved up; watch Groups.io and the Echo for updates.

Defensible Space

PLANT AND TREE SPACING

Two zones make up the required 100 feet
of defensible space (200 feet if you live on
a steep hillside):
ZONE 1—Extends 30 feet out from buildings, decks, and other structures.

1 Remove all dead plants, grass and
weeds.
2 Remove dead or dry leaves and pine
needles from your yard, roof and rain
gutters.
3 Trim trees regularly to keep branches a minimum of 10 feet from other trees.
4 Remove dead branches that hang over your roof and keep branches 10 feet away
from your chimney.
5 Relocate exposed woodpiles outside of Zone 1 unless they are completely covered
in a fire resistant material.
6 Remove or prune flammable plants and shrubs near windows.
7 Remove vegetation and items that could catch fire from around and under decks.
8 Create a separation between trees, shrubs and items that could catch fire, such as
patio furniture, swing sets, etc.
Zone 2—Extends 30 up to 200 feet from buildings and other structures.
9 Cut or mow annual grass down to a maximum height of 4 inches.
10 Create horizontal spacing between
shrubs and trees. (See diagram)
11 Create vertical spacing between grass,
shrubs and trees. (See diagram)
12 Remove fallen leaves, needles, twigs,
bark, cones, and small branches.
However, they may be permitted to a
depth of 4 inches if erosion control is
an issue.
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on March 9, 2021
ATTENDANCE: Attending via Zoom: Jon Fredrikson, Ted Thayer, Kim Ohlund, Frank Adams, Joe
Rockmore, Tim Naylor, Bill Goebner, Steve Johnson, Jason Oldendorp, Kathy Shubin, Hank Stern, Jim
Sullivan, Ann Gabrys, Matt King, Tim German, and guest, Kim Ward.
Frank Adams called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:30 pm.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the February 9, 2021
Board meeting were posted to Slack and approved.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Jon Fredrikson submitted the February financial report
electronically earlier in the month. There were no questions from the Board on the report. The Brigade’s
2020 non-profit Federal and California income tax returns were filed in February.

BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: The Community Center was closed because of California stayat-home orders and no uses of the building occurred during February.

Kings Mountain CERT Update: Kim Ohlund briefed the Board on the March 1st Zoom session; Terry
Fotre spoke at the meeting about emergency medicine and his time as a volunteer firefighter. The next
CERT meeting is scheduled for April 6, 2021.

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the February 2021 report.
Medical aid

8

Vehicle accident

7

Public assist

7

Firefighter standby

1

Vehicle fire

0

Smoke check

1

Structure fire

0

Vegetation fire

0

Hazardous materials

0

Rescue

0

Water tender group response

1

Alarm sounding

0

Trash Fire

0

Total # of Responses

25

Average # of responders

5.1

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response: 0

OLD BUSINESS:
When to Open Community Center: The board reaffirmed that the use of the Community Center and
grounds are subject to State of California and San Mateo County Health Orders and protocols; to open
the Community Center at this time would pose a risk to the community and the Brigade. For this reason,
it was determined that the Community Center should remain closed based on the current status of the
State and San Mateo County Health Orders.
Redwood Tree Removal: The Board discussed moving forward with the permit process for tree
removal. The Board voted unanimously to add the dead trees around the Community Center to the
current project. The standing dead trees had been previously approved for removal by the Board in
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February 2020, and no permit is required for their removal. Chief Sullivan informed the Board that he had
contacted CalFire and received a letter recommending that the trees in front of the bays be removed so
that the fire engines can safely enter and exit the bays. Joe Rockmore contacted the County and an
arborist report will be required before a permit can be issued for the removal of the live trees. Jason
Oldendorp will get bids on an arborist survey and report. After the arborist report is received, and
approved by the County, further bids will be pursued for removal of standing dead trees around the
Community Center, removal of the trees directly in front of the bays, stump grinding, and paving of the
location where the trees in front of the bays were removed.
Potential Eagle Scout Project: No further update in this item this month.
Echo Publication of Brigade Member Lists: The Board discussed the update of the KMVFB member
list that Jon is putting together. The list will be published in the March Echo.
Nominating Committee for Election of Board Members: No update on this item this month.
Woodside-Portola Valley Fire Protection Foundation: Frank and Jon discussed the offer of a
donation by the Woodside-Portola Valley Fire Protection Foundation. Jon and Frank will follow up with
the Foundation with a specific request after discussing Department needs with Chief Sullivan.
Furnace Duct Expansion to Bays: The Board discussed the expansion of the furnace duct system into
the equipment bays. Tim German and Matt King are working on a cost estimate to provide the Board.
NEW BUSINESS: None OTHER ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS OR AUDIENCE: None
MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:10 pm. NEXT MEETING: April 13, 2021 at 7:30 pm
Respectfully submitted,
Ted Thayer, Secretary

Help Firefighters Locate New Wildland Fires Quickly
Join our pilot of Smoke Point
Alert residents may call 911 to report seeing wildfires, but the dispatch report often includes
ambiguous or even incorrect information about where the fire is, where the reporting party is, how far
away it is from them and in which direction the fire is. It is simply difficult to describe these critical
details accurately over the phone to 911 and over the radio to firefighters.
In partnership with the La Honda Fire Brigade, we are piloting a new mobile app named Smoke
Point that helps first responders in these critical first few minutes by giving members of the public the
ability to share the location, heading, and image data collected while they have the smoke or fire in
sight. These shared “readings” are made available directly to first responders, giving them more
accurate information on the likely location of the fire.
We invite you to join in the pilot by reading the Quick Start guide and downloading the app from
the Apple App Store (for iPhones) or the Google Play Store (for Android phones).
Please send your feedback and questions either by using the feedback button in the app or the
Contact page on the website. We want to test this app as much as possible before the wildfire season
picks up later in the year.

For more information, please contact chief@kmfd.org
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Kings Mountain Association Board Meeting
March 10, 2021
The March KMA Board Meeting was held online via Zoom.

Board Members & KMA Members Present: Linda Elliott, David Kaufman, Betsy Rix,
Eric Soult, Jenn Soult, Amber Steele, Holly Winnen Regrets: Marlene Stern. Guests:
Joanne Howard, Herb Hurtwitz, Larry Mann, Pat Mann, Kim Ward.
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm by Jenn.
Approval of Minutes: The February minutes were approved online and published in the
March Echo.
Treasurer’s Report: Eric reported on new membership and financial status.
Public Notices Received: The Woodsider reported on a chipping project in the
Woodside town limits. KMA will coordinate with KMVFB to investigate the possibilities of
doing a similar project on Kings Mountain.
February, March, April and May Speaker Events: The Ken Fisher, Sheriff Carlos
Bolanos, and Doniga Markegaard events were all very well-attended and enthusiastically
received. In addition, the You Tube recordings have been posted and the number of
views has even exceeded the original attendance for several of the events.
Sheriff Bolanos and Captain Christina Corpus expressed appreciation for making a
connection to the community and an increased presence of the team has been noted.
Community members are advised to call 650-363-4911 for emergencies. Sheriff Bolanos’
direct line for non-emergency issues is 650-599-1664 and Captain Corpus’ direct line I
650-363-4990.
The Local educator and innovator Anne McCormick will speak to the community on
April 21 about her education program, which is being used internationally. Amber will
work with KMES and a local bird expert to set up a “Zoom Watch Party” for the
community about the birds of Windy Hill.
Board Nominations: Linda reported that both Joanne Howard and Larry Mann have
agreed to join the KMA Board. There is one other board position available.
Annual 2021 Events: It was suggested that KMA could provide filled plastic eggs to local
families that want to do egg hunts within their own families or pods. Board members will
fill eggs and an announcement will be sent out on the email group so that people can
request the eggs, which individuals will deliver. The board approved this. It was also
decided that the Annual Dinner, scheduled for May 1, be a virtual meeting, and this will
be announced.
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KMA Task Force: The task force approved in February, to make recommendations on
KMA civic engagement, is scheduled to meet on Thursday, March 11. The task force is
co-chaired by Betsy Rix and Hank Roth. Members are Amber Steele, Mike Liebhold,
Jose Mejia, and Larry Mann. Betsy will report to the board on task force meetings.
Kamps Contract Renewal: The Board voted to approve extending the KMA contract
with Kamps. KMA members’ discounted price would be $0.85 over laid-in cost to Kamps
Propane from ALL Sourced Pricing (Propane sourced and purchased from other
locations other than the Bay Area Refineries). There will be an additional $0.10 per gallon
discount and an additional $0.05 to the elderly citizens 65 plus during the SUMMER
months starting June 1st until Oct 15th unless prices start moving upwards earlier than
this date. Laid-in cost to be published each month to KMA. The $0.05 rebate for the
elderly never ends. This price rebate agreement will stay in effect for three (3) years from
August 11th, 2021 (The date when the previous agreement ends).
Kings Mountain Online: Joe Rockmore and Jenn will renew the domain and manage
the conversion. The Board voted to approve this expense.
Walk-Ins: Herb Hurwitz opened a discussion about addressing the bicycle safety issues.
The Board will look into some of the work that the town of Woodside residents are doing
on this issue. Outreach events, signage and personal outreach were discussed.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 pm.
Task Force Addendum by Betsy Rix, KMA Board Secretary
Recently our Kings Mountain Association passed a resolution to make
recommendations for KMA’s role and processes in civic engagement. There are
predictable and well known issues facing our community, and also the occasional
"surprise". The task force formed for this purpose has met weekly, worked hard, and
listened to each other and community members. There have been thoughtful
discussions about developing a path forward for KMA to be more proactive in the
future on issues of concern. The task force plans to develop systems and practices
that can be carried on well into the future, drawing on the incredible volunteer efforts
and energy of our community. The task force expects to have a preliminary set of
recommendations for review in mid-April and final recommendations by early May.
Simultaneously, KMA has been actively working with the sheriff on law
enforcement around a spectrum of traffic issues and also is investigating how to create
and manage a community chipping program or event. Stay tuned for updates around
this and other issues of community concern!
The KMA www.kingsmountainonline.com/community/kma exists to enhance and
benefit our community. Guests are welcome to the board meetings, which are generally
on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm. Please email the board for
invitations to virtual meetings. We encourage residents to bring topic ideas and speakers
to our attention.
We’d love to hear from you; email us at kma@kingsmountainonline.com
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Hello KMA Members,
Due to the impact and restrictions linked to COVID-19, the KMA has canceled many events,
including our May Annual Dinner and Meeting. Please know we miss all of you! We, as a KMA
Board, modified our long standing KMA Bylaws to allow us to accomplish our annual vote while still
keeping our community safe and comply with county guidelines. These modifications allow for a
mail-in vote when a natural disaster, epidemic or pandemic disallow or halt the assembly of KMA
members for the annual vote.
Below is your mail-in ballot, similar to the ballots seen at our annual meeting. Our hard-working
nominating committee of Kathy Shubin acting as chair, Elliot Shubin, Bill Allan and Linda Elliott has
identified three candidates for the three open board seats.
Please note: If you are not a KMA member in good standing (good standing = paid 2021 dues)
your vote will not count. If you haven’t already paid your 2021 KMA Membership, please send it
along with your ballot. Only votes received by April 30th will be counted.
No postage? No problem - simply put your ballot with your name and email on it in the box we
have placed at the entrance of the Community Center! (under the bulletin board where you would
typically enter the bldg. for a KMA event.)
In Community,
Jenn Soult
KMA Board President

Kings Mountain Association – 2020 Ballot
Your Name:

Your Email Address:

Joanne Howard

Yes _____

No_____

Larry Mann

Yes _____

No_____

Ben Rosner

Yes _____

No_____

Write in: _______________________________
Write in: _______________________________
Please mail ballot to:

Kings Mountain Association
Annual Vote
13883 Skyline Boulevard
Woodside, CA 94062

-10-

Vote for Newly Nominated Kings Mountain Association Directors
There are three open positions on the Kings Mountain Association Board of Directors. The
KMA Nominating Committee is proud to present the following outstanding members of our
community as candidates to fill the open positions. Please complete and return the ballot on
the adjacent page. Your household membership is for two persons. You can show two votes
on this Echo ballot or pick up another at the CC. Each Board Member term of service is three
years.

Joanne Howard
Joanne and her husband, Roy, moved to Kings Mountain in 1988
(after renting their home for a summer in 1985). She has served on the
KMA Board as Treasurer perhaps 20 years ago. She is past President
of the CFA Institute of San Francisco and past President of the Financial
Women of San Francisco. Recently, she joined Bailard Wealth Management in Foster City as a Senior Vice President, Investment Counselor
and Portfolio Manager. Joanne and Roy moved from Chicago in 1968
with a 3 year detour to Portland in 1981-84. Roy passed away in 2006.
Her daughter and family live in San Francisco and her son lives in Park
City, Utah. Joanne enjoys the Kings Mountain Garden Club, is thankful
for the KMVFB, and desires to help KMA Board and members to protect
and improve the quality of life for residents on the mountain.
Larry Mann
Resident of Kings Mountain since 1979; married with two married
children and four grandchildren. I am a retired Distribution Manager, past
member of the Kings Mountain Fire Department, past member of the Art
Fair Board, past member of the Fire Brigade Board, and current Co-chair
of the Art Fair Grounds Committee. I would like to be a member of the
KMA board to participate in the KMA's continuing efforts to bring us together socially and to provide the forums that inform us not only of the issues that affect us currently but those that are coming our way. The
Kings Mountain community has given my family and me a quality of life
that deserves my giving back.
Ben Rosner
Ben Rosner has been a mountain resident for approximately 15 years. Ben is both a physician and scientist at UCSF where he takes care of hospitalized patients and conducts digital
health research. Before UCSF, he worked for 10 years in the digital
health startup world of Silicon Valley where he was CMIO of a digital
health company. He is married to Sarah Elson and has a child at Kings
Mountain Elementary School. He is an avid outdoors person, enjoys
camping, backpacking, canoeing, playing ultimate frisbee, and working
on the 1971 MGB, which he has had since the age of 15. Community
activities which he has spearheaded and/or participated in include recent successful efforts to save Kings Mountain Elementary School from
district defunding, the speaker series on home insurance non-renewals
(and what to do) in the face of wildfire danger, the community response
to dumping along Skyline, co-managing (with Claudia Fung) the community resource Google doc, and community condolences to families of those who tragically
lost their lives in June of 2019 along Skyline. Ben is dedicated to maintaining and improving
the quality of life on Kings Mountain, and to building a strong and vibrant community.
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R IX

P ICKS

AT

HOME

This month we continue our excursion into the realm of “pandemic picks” recommended by our
neighbors here on the Mountain. It has been fun to check out some of the selections, all of
which were noteworthy. Here are a few more.
Joe Rockmore. The Milagro Beanfield War is close to the perfect movie, in my opinion. Directed by Robert Redford, almost none of the actors are well known (the well known ones have
minor roles), but they just nail their performances as down-and-out residents of a small, poor
New Mexican town who are being threatened by the construction of a nearby resort. The story of
Joe Mondragon, the main protagonist, is clearly identifiable to all who watch the film. The other
stories woven around the main conflict are wonderful, from the anthropology student from the
big city to the washed up activist who only seeks solitude to the severed arm of one of the local
residents that seems to have a mind of its own. The great story (based on a great book by John
Nichols) and great acting are complemented by the gorgeous scenery of the high country of
New Mexico. Well worth watching and rewatching many times.
Cindy Phelps: Con Air: Sort of Crazy but I would call Con Air one of my "Guilty Movie watching
Pleasures!" It's got a great cast and it's action packed! Car Chases, fist fights, gun fights, plane
crashes, lots of explosions and some ridiculous one liners... what more can you ask for from a
90s action thriller?? Reality, NONE! So it is a perfect movie escape!
Jan and Dennis Ruby: We did manage to see Bohemian Rhapsody and absolutely loved it.
The music by Queen (love it!), the acting, the sad story of Freddie Mercury (Rami Malek as
Freddie won an Oscar) -- all were outstanding. Basically, it was a touching and emotional story
of the history of the band Queen and the lead singer Freddie Mercury’s life.
Anonymous. I will confess to enjoying what might be described as a fantasy romantic comedy
from 2001 or so called Just Visiting. It has a ludicrously implausible plot involving a Medieval
French count (played by Jean Reno) betrothed to a daughter (Christina Applegate) of the English king. For complicated plot reasons, the count and his manservant are suddenly transported
to Chicago of 2001 by magic. The humor comes largely from the conceit of what it would be like
for two men from the 1200's to suddenly arrive in a major city of the 21st city, where something
as simple as a light switch astonishes them. Their chivalry and superstitions stand in stark contrast to the world we live in. The inspiration for this movie was a French film called Les Visiteurs,
which also starred Jean Reno.
David Morrison: The Death of Stalin - very quirky; not for everyone. The Guernsey & Potato
Peel Pie Society British; fun; for British film lovers. Five Flights Up -Two great actors; heartwarming.
Eileen and Jon Fredrikson: Our suggestion? It is The Goodbye Girl (1977) with a young Richard Dreyfuss and Marsha Mason. It was our favorite from among our more frequent "watching"
nights due to COVID stay at home circumstances.
When the Oscars air, do you ever wish you could have seen some of the short films that were
nominated? Here is your chance! The Roxie is “virtually” offering the 2021 Oscar Nominated
Short Films (Docs, Live Action and Animation) at roxie.com. You can also check out the 18th Annual International Ocean Film Festival from April 15 to May 2 at intloceanfilmfest.org. And then
there’s the Livable Planet Film Festival from April 22 to May 2, at sfindie.com. Enjoy!
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Yellow Bunnymobile Distributes Eggs & Treats to Mountain Kids
Even with our County entering the "orange tier," the KMA sponsored Annual Spring Brunch and
rambunctious egg hunt in the redwoods was not possible this year. Like so many "traditions" in this
pandemic era, a work around or cancellation was needed. There seemed no safe way to share a delicious community meal, however, our ever-industrious and clever KMA leadership was determined that
Mountain kids would have the joy of plastic eggs filled with yummy chocolate and other sweet treats.
Fortunately, Mr. and Mrs. Bunny were ready and excited about delivering individual treasure bags of
eggs to every kid who would be home Saturday morning, March 27th. The Bunnies thought seeing the
delight in the faces and receiving happy thank yous from our kids seemed like it could be lots more fun
than just leaving the eggs among the usual redwoods surrounding the community center. Parents joined
the action by messaging KMA when and where their kids would be anticipating the egg hand off.
Well, who knew that Mr. & Mrs. Bunny drove a bright yellow Bunnymobile? Mr. Bunny explained that
it was perfect for driving right up to Kings Mountain homes...unlike poor Santa who needs to swoop from
the sky dodging big redwoods to find the chimneys on Mountain homes. Every kid who was not too shy
even got to talk to the Bunnies before grabbing their eggs filled with treats. Parents who caught the action
forwarded pictures to the Echo. We are ever so pleased to present some scenes from this unusual egg
hunt that became a special delivery event straight to mountain kids from Mr. & Mrs. Bunny themselves.
We can be certain that our Mountain Spring celebration was unlike any other, any place in the world.
Special thanks to super egg-filler candy-lady, Linda Elliott and the entire KMA Board for another
successful save of a special Mountain tradition. Also, very special thanks to Mr. & Mrs. Bunny. They have
loaned their yellow motorcycle to Pat and Larry Mann to use until next year.
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2021 Art Fair -- In-person and Online?
by Bev Abbott, Kings Mountain Art Fair Executive Director
What will life be like in September of 2021? Will this awful pandemic be in our rear view mirror and will we be able to hold our
in-person Kings Mountain Art Fair?
Our preliminary thoughts in January were to plan for
both an online fair (which we know we can do) and an in
-person fair, which we HOPE we can do. We all missed
our very special in-the-redwoods mountain fair last year.
We are still planning for both an in-person and online
Fair. If conditions are such than the in-person fair is not
possible, we will have our on-line fair to support our
community and our artists.
The Art Fair Board met on March 23 and determined that it is still too early to decide
about the in-person Fair. We will be getting more information about how the pandemic is
changing. More of us are getting vaccinated and the President is optimistic that any adult
who wants the vaccine will be able to get it by the end of May. Here are the key questions,
which will shape our decisions and plans for an in-person fair:
First and most basic is what will the County allow? And if it does allow outdoor events,
what restrictions will it require?
• Given the restrictions they impose, we would need to consider what would it take for US
to do an in-person Fair?
• What COVID modifications would be required and would those modifications damage
our reputation? Possible example – instead of hot food, take away food. Instead of beer
on tap – cans and bottles.
• Would the modifications we make or other factors reduce attendance so that our fixed
costs would exceed benefits?
• OR might the pent up demand among countless people in the Bay Area to get out into
the redwoods produce such large crowds of fairgoers that it would be difficult to manage
them?
• Would the modifications and/or restrictions reduce the joy and character of the Fair to
the extent that we would feel it was not the same fair and how would we feel about that?
• If we require something from participants like masks and social distancing, how would
we monitor and manage those behaviors?
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Chairs of our committees have weighed in
very preliminarily and discussions will continue
this month about what modifications might be
made to make an in-person fair safe, productive
and fun. The Board will have a special meeting
at the end of April to see where we are. We very
much welcome your thoughts and ideas about
our Fair and they can be submitted anytime to
bjkabbott@aol.com.
One other fact to note at this time. As you
probably know, our Fair is a juried fair. In order
to exhibit art, artists must apply and be selected
by a jury and this process has meant that we have high quality art by original artists. However, because we canceled the in-person fair last year, we did not do a “Call for Artists” for
2021, we did not require 2020 approved artists to resubmit and we did not conduct a new
jury process. For 2021, we asked the 2020 pool of artists if they wanted to participate and
100 said that they did. That is less than our usual 139 artist and we can pull from the 2020
waiting list but for now we may stay with 100 artists, thus increasing space for booths and
strolling shoppers.
Finally, we continue to plan for the online Fair.
Chris Ice, our IT Chair, is now reviewing platforms and
will meet with Booth Central (our platform last year) this
week to see what changes we might make this year. Regardless, we will need to update the creative content so
be prepared to be tapped for your special Kings Mountain
individual content and maybe you will be one of our
breakout stars in 2021. Remember Marty’s chili segment?
Feel free to give us ideas and to volunteer your material!

2021 Kings Mountain Art Fair Marketing Team Opportunity (2nd Call)
The Art Fair marketing team is looking for a volunteer to work on KMAF event posting.
The objective of this position is to post the Art Fair event in key newspapers, websites, TV,
and radio (these are free postings). This is an important position as people turn to the different media to search for fun Labor Day events and we want them to come here.
Much of the work can be done in the evenings because most postings are online but
there are some phone calls to the top targets. This job is primarily done in July and August.
This person does not have to have PR experience but should be organized, assertive, comfortable making phone calls, and motivated to help us get art-buying people to the fair.
This volunteer works closely with Sheena Mawson, PR team leader, and Sandy Shapero, Marketing Chair to ensure there is a consistent PR/marketing message. It’s a fun team
Cindy Oldham (advertising), Carrie German (artists/postcards), Erin Bixler Baumgartner
(print PR), Sheena Mawson (PR/social media) and Sandy Shapero. There are approximately 3 meetings between January and August. If you have ideas about someone who
might be interested, please contact Sandy at sandy@toofar.net, 851-9832 or Sheena Mawson at 851-2581or smmawson@gmail.com.
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KMA Speaker Series Presents
Ann McCormick, Ph.D.
Pioneer of Children's Educational Software
April 21, 2021 7:00 pm via Zoom
(Zoom link to be provided before the event on KM Groups.io)

Join us on April 21st as Ann McCormick shares
how creativity unfolded throughout her life’s work
in children’s educational technology.
Among her many accomplishments, Ann cofounded Learning Circle Kids, an app company that
created 9 Reader Bee apps for K-1 reading. Reader
Bee won 13 national awards, including the Parents’
Choice Gold Award. She is named in 2 patents, one
for a hexagonal keyboard for children, one for Letter
Daisies that enable quick word-formation. Ann has
advised leaders
in education and technology in 15 nations
about preparing children for the future using technology. She consulted to industry
leaders at Apple, IBM, Xerox PARC, AT&T,
Pacific Bell, Northern Telecom, and other
companies
about
schools of the future and advised executives at
these entertainment companies: Lucasfilm, where
George Lucas was launching GLEF, Jim Henson
Company, and the Walt Disney Company. She
has lectured at Stanford, Harvard and the University of California. Ann wrote textbook chapters and
articles on childhood and computing, and appeared on television shows such as the Donahue
Show. Ann earned a doctorate in Education at the
University of California at Berkeley, where she
was invited to deliver the 100th Anniversary Commencement Address. Ann has been a Kings
Mountain resident for decades.
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April 2021 School News
Mountain kids and parents are anticipating a joyful return to in person learning at the KMES
campus following Spring Break. Air filter system upgrades, and the playground and classroom
social distancing modifications needed to meet SMC health and safety protocols are ready for
restarting school on Monday, April 5th. The experience will necessarily be different, but it will be
framed with the same KMES level of excellent academics and compassionate teaching. The
reopening return will be phased by classroom beginning with TK/K/1 on April 5, followed by 2/3
on April 12 and 4/5 on April 19th. All classrooms will attend 4 days per week in a morning (7:4510:15 am) or afternoon (12:15-2:25 pm) cohort coupled with
distance learning assignments for the remaining school day
and Wednesdays.
Snow fell on March 11th but there were no students on
campus to enjoy this relatively rare event. Parent-teacher conferences were held following the March 5th end of second trimester of the school year. Remote learning has continued at a
good pace, but its’ clear that teachers, students, and parents
are looking forward to a return to campus.
Class Reports
TK/K/1: The class celebrated Read Across America with a read aloud, as well as the Go
Noodle "Don't Read Like a Robot" dance. Students learned about water safety with
the AquaSmart personalized video and studied women's history, learning about
Harriet Tubman, Amelia Earhardt, Susan B. Anthony, Helen Keller, Rosa Parks and
more. TK/K/1 went on a virtual field trip to the library for a Deborah Underwood
Author Visit and built leprechaun traps for St. Patrick's Day. Students happily created
special recess plans for our return to school on April 5.
2/3: 2nd and 3rd graders are testing soil for an upcoming garden project and writing recipes. During science, they learned about the Ice Age in North America.
4/5: Students are wrapping up their extensive clean energy projects. We observed
Women’s’ History month, by learning about many women who made important contributions to society, but whose names are not known. We are excited to go back to
school soon.
Online Registration for the 2021-2022 school year is now open:
https://www.cabrillo.k12.ca.us/our_departments/student_services/enrollment_registration. A
zoom tour for prospective students is scheduled on April 14th at 3 pm. Interested families
please contact KMES Administrative Assistant Lesli Schmutz at schmutzl@cabrillo.k12.ca.us.
Save the Date: May 6, 2021 Kings Mountain Associated Parents (KMAP) is one of 52 nonprofits accepted to participate in the 24 hr. Coastside Gives event on Thursday May 6th. The
KMAP $5,000 event goal is needed to replace The Mountain House Social and KMES Fund
Run, which again cannot be held this year. KMES will be partnering with the other CUSD
schools to help promote awareness about supporting schools and PTO’s. KMES parent/
student teams earned money by winning several Coastside Gives contests last year. The May
Echo will report how small donations from our KM community multiplied enrichment program
funding for KMES via Coastside Gives.
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Kings Mountain
Garden Club

Garden Club News
April 2021
by Jean Farmwald, Garden Club President

Spring Weather Arrives
We are hoping that all Mountain folk are enjoying our fine Spring weather. Gardeners may want to
explore these interesting plants for your properties:
#1 - Ceanothus (Lilac). Comes in many varieties from ground cover
to shrub to tree size. Prefers sun and can tolerate some shade.
Most varieties are in the purple (ish) tones but can also come in
white and pink. Blooms in the spring and is slightly fragrant. Hummingbirds and butterflies love it.

#1

#3

#2 - Ceanothus. Shrub

#2

#3 - Ribes (Currant). Another spring bloomer. Can get 6-8 feet tall. Prefers sun and can tolerate some
shade. Dark pink/red to light pink, whites. Fragrant. Hummingbirds love it.
Both the Ceanothus and Ribes have a fairly high deer resistance rating. With that being said, have
you ever heard the saying that when a deer is hungry it will eat anything! After the first few years of getting either of these plants established they would appreciate a bit of water throughout a hot, dry summer. They are both considered drought tolerant plants. I have not noticed any gopher action with these
two plants. For safety's sake planting in a wire root basket is a good idea.
KMGC membership: Garden Club welcomes all residents. Since we could not offer most of our garden events last year, all 2020 paid members will automatically be considered a paid 2021 club member.
We expect it will be a rather quiet summer again for garden tours and the annual GC luncheon. We
will continue offering planting and gardening suggestions through the Echo and will plan an educational
tour as soon as “gathering” of our membership size has been deemed safe by County health officials.
Marty’s Mountain Musings (continued from page 19)
scheduled time for opening, Bill Ralston himself opened the doors to the surging crowd. In place of the
former teller cages was a mahogany counter behind which tellers sat. Behind the tellers, stacked on
large tables, appeared a bona fide field of gold coin; stack next to stack, row next to row. The first in line
demanded their deposits and were paid instantly in gold coin. Ralston circulated among the tellers chastising them for working so slowly; urging them to hurry so as not to keep the bank customer’s waiting. He
called out for more tellers and more coins to be set upon the tables. Quickly the crowd settled back and
word spread that the bank was filled with coins and clearly solvent. The run quickly ended. And that
night “Ralston & Company” shuttled the gold coin back to the Sub-treasury and retrieved the bullion. By
morning, everything was back where it should have been.
(The foregoing is not nearly the extent of excitement in the life of William Chapman Ralston. “Stay
tuned” for Part III).
________________
“March Madness” seems an appropriate moment to reflect upon some words of the late great John Wooden:
“Things turn out great for the people who make the best of the way things turn out.”
“Do not let what you cannot do interfere with what you can do.”

.

-18-

Marty’s

Mountain

Musings

April 2021
by Marty Eisenberg

William Chapman Ralston, Part II —Boatman, Baron, Banker, Builder and Bust: Born in Ohio to a riverboat mechanic in 1826, Bill Ralston was an adventurer. As a teenager, he took a job clerking and managing
steamboat schedules on the Mississippi where he developed skills dealing with people and managing money.
Upon learning of the discovery of gold in California, he did not hesitate. He sailed to Central America and
made the overland trip across the Isthmus to the Pacific. While awaiting sea passage to California he joined
with others to purchase a Pacific steamer and sold passage to a couple of hundred gold seekers eager to
travel to San Francisco. The day the ship was to sail, the captain died of cholera. Ralston proclaimed himself
captain and the ship sailed to the Golden Gate, arriving in September 1851.
For several years, Ralston sailed continuously from San Francisco to Central America and joined with
Cornelius Vanderbilt, managing vessels carry passengers, freight and bullion, much of it by sea to Nicaragua,
then overland to the Gulf of Mexico and again by sea to New Orleans and New York. It is reported that during
a year-long absence of Vanderbilt, Ralston manipulated stock of the company, drove down the price, purchased large holdings at the reduced price, then promptly improved the operations, circulated optimistic reports of the company’s operations and drove the stock price right back up. Upon Vanderbilt’s return and discovery of what occurred, he fired Ralston and swore to ruin him. Whatever raised Vanderbilt’s ire toward Ralston, it did not lead to Ralston’s ruin – at least not at the hands of Vanderbilt.
Upon his parting with Vanderbilt, Ralston developed his own shipping holdings in Nicaragua and returned
to San Francisco where he used his new wealth and social skills to establish himself as a premier, charismatic personality of the city. He invested in local businesses and befriended city politicians. Rumors circulated that Vanderbilt was bent on revenge and was in league with the government of Nicaragua to oust Ralston of his shipping enterprises there. Ralston couldn’t match Vanderbilt’s wealth to fend off Vanderbilt’s efforts at reprisal. However, brimming with ambition Ralston turned instead to assembling a private army to
overthrow the government of Nicaragua! Ralston hired William Walker, a scrappy adventurer who had once
attempted (unsuccessfully) the conquest of northern Mexico. Ralston sent off Walker and an “army of fiftyseven daredevils” off to Nicaragua. They cleverly joined with a determined band of local Nicaraguan revolutionaries, stormed the capital city (Granada) and announced a new republic. Walker appointed himself emperor (of course) and his first official act was to grant an exclusive 25-year charter to Ralston for the overland
route across the Isthmus.
Fueled by revenues of his exclusive transport company, Ralston joined in a banking business in San
Francisco and invested in gold and silver mines. Vanderbilt eventually succeeded in having the “Walker government” ousted from Nicaragua but not before Ralston had become rich and powerful beyond Vanderbilt’s
ability to destroy him.
In 1864, Ralston founded the Bank of California and it soon became the leading financial institution in the
West. He invested mightily in Nevada’s prosperous Comstock silver mining operations and resorted to his former schemes of manipulating the price of mining stocks to his personal financial advantage.
Ralston dramatized his new wealth by building an opulent bank building at Montgomery & Sansome
streets. Soon after, in 1864, he purchased “Belmont” and began construction of the Ralston Mansion.
In July 1869, rumors swelled that Ralston had gone too far too fast and that funds at his Bank of California
were precariously low. Depositors began withdrawing their gold and deposits. “Rich” in gold bullion, which
was not legal tender, the bank was perilously short of gold coin and the San Francisco mint was no longer
stamping gold coins. Ralston pleaded with Washington to allow the mint to exchange its inventory of gold
coins for Ralston’s bullion but his pleas were rebuffed. Ralston envisioned mobs at the bank’s doors and
panic in the halls of his great bank. Resorting to his history of bold ambition, he enlisted two confidants and
assigned them one of the most brazen enterprises in the history of American banking. Late at night the three
of them met at the Bank and crept through the shadows three blocks to San Francisco’s Sub-treasury Building of the United States. A door had been left unlocked, as Ralston had arranged. They entered and soon departed with bags heavy with double eagle gold coins. They retraced their steps to the Bank of California
where they were met by a bank security officer who exchanged some of the bank’s gold bullion for the bags
of coin. For several hours to follow in the darkness, the gang of three made dozens of stealthy round trips exchanging reportedly over $1 million of gold bullion for equivalent value of gold coins. The following morning
Ralston’s fears of a likely run on the bank became reality. A mob appeared screaming for entry. At the
(continued on page 18)
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