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Hello Neighbors:
Well, neither sleet nor snow nor global pandemic can keep the Kings Mountain Echo from giving
voice to the messages and news of special interest to our rural community. We do not deny the disruption to our lives brought about by COVID-19 and shelter in place mandates from our Governor and
state health officials. As responsible citizens, our community organizations and residents have taken
the actions required for the good of all. In fact, the Echo community calendar (pg. 19) fairly screams
disruption. Everything but our vital firefighter emergency services has been cancelled for the duration…whenever that might be!
However, this issue attempts to focus your attention on the things that are important to us as
human beings, neighbors and citizens. In fact, we highly recommend you begin reading this issue from
the back at Marty’s Musings. You will be off with a hearty laugh and the WWII story that became emblematic of how Americans worked together to overcome hardships of another era. While we are missing a Kilroy, we have neighbors and organizations that are making hard but necessary changes to
enable our mountain to thrive during difficult times. KMA president Jenn Soult puts our “shelter in
place” into perspective with a message to the community on page 3. Faced with a surge of flatlanders
recently seeking exercise and fresh air, Midpen offers a message describing how we can all help
keeping their parks safely open. Our ever-astute Art Fair E.D. Bev Abbott not only assures us that
2020 planning is in full swing, she identifies a Japanese cultural practice that may explain the surge in
weekend visitors to our open space preserves. (See “Forest bathing” on page 9). The adjustments
necessary at our globally renowned Djerassi Resident Artist Program is sensitively described by ED
Margot Knight. She also generously offers a list of books written by accomplished resident artists that
will enhance your “sheltered” time at home. Elementary schooling has moved from Swett Road to individual homes, but not without full support and teaching materials from our excellent teachers. See
their pictures as they “Zoom” school work from their homes to ours, (pages 14-16.)
We have passed the Equinox. Even if civilization is rolling toward shadowy uncertainty, the mountain is rolling into the light of spring. Perhaps we would all do well to take a break from 24/7 news
cycles and get into our gardens as the Kings Mountain Garden Club recommends. See club president,
Jean Farmwald’s tips on page 8.
The strength of the hills is in the people. Please think about volunteering as a Firefighter or Medical Responder. Chief Sullivan’s call to action is on page 6. April 20th is the deadline to submit your design for the 2020 KMAF logo t-shirt. This is the year that it should be better than ever…so go for it.
We close with a tribute to Carmen Washburn who passed away peacefully of natural causes at
home on the mountain. The memorial tribute to her rich, full life included in this Echo was written by
her son, daughter and grandchildren. Carmen was perhaps the last member of what historians have
called our “Greatest Generation” still living in our community. We will be less without her.
Take care of yourselves, your families, friends and neighbors. As Rosie the Riveter said, “We can
do it.”
Stay well and stay engaged,
Eileen Fredrikson, Editor
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist

Midpen Open Space Updates
as of Sunday, March 30, 2020
The health and safety of our community, preserve visitors, volunteers and
employees are Midpen’s top priority. We are working hard to keep trails and
preserves open to provide a safe opportunity for people to be in nature for
mental, as well as physical, health during this public health emergency.
HELP KEEP OUR PARKS OPEN
Most Midpen preserves are open at this time. However, if visitors do not maintain safe social
distancing—stay 6 feet apart from people you do not live with—we may have to close our
preserves. Please follow these simple guidelines to reduce crowding in Midpen preserves.

•
•
•
•
•

Do not hold social gatherings at parks or anywhere.
Share the trail and yield to others to maintain a safe distance.
Do not park in a crowded parking lot or use a crowded trail.
Leave no trace: pack out what you pack in. Most Midpen preserves do not have garbage
cans and collection is limited where we do.
Look for nearby nature to enjoy, look for the hidden nature in your own neighborhood.

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Restrooms and drinking fountains are closed; plan ahead before leaving home.
Windy Hill Preserve is closed. Other areas receiving high use may be closed without
notice. Please check the trail conditions and preserve pages before heading out.
Certain crowded narrow trails at Rancho San Antonio will be restricted to one-way
traffic beginning Monday, March 30.
Parking restrictions around popular preserves have been posted for Highway 35
around Purisima Creek Preserve, Alpine Road around Russian Ridge, on Cristo
Rey Drive near Rancho San Antonio, and around Windy Hill in Portola Valley.
Paper maps are no longer available at preserves. Please download a map before
leaving home or snap a photo of the signboard map before you hike.
Group gathering areas are closed including Deer Hollow Farm, Daniels Nature Center,
Black Mountain Backpack Camp and Picchetti Winery and picnic area.
Group activities are suspended including docent-led hikes, volunteer projects and
special use permits.
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We Are Kings Mountain
A Message from the KMA
The world is changing quickly. We have entered a time
where a fierce virus has blossomed into a pandemic that is
impacting our day-to-day quiet, peaceful, Kings Mountain
lives. We have seen droves of people drawn to our beautiful
mountain for the same reasons we choose to live here. They
are in search of some distance from the pandemic, some
solace in nature, a break from the news cycles, from the fear
and uncertainty - flooding our trails. We must have patience,
act in kindness and care for one another - both community
members and strangers. Let’s be proud of our behavior and
calm in our actions.
We, as KMA board members, see everyone in our community as family, and would not want to put anyone or their
loved ones in jeopardy. As you may have heard, under current shelter-in-place mandates, we have canceled our KMA
March, April and May events for the health and safety of our beloved community, and
we will continue to follow the recommendations outlined by state and local agencies. In
light of the fact that we have had to defer so many important events, we will work to develop and hold an event that will bring us all back together again as a community. We
appreciate your understanding and patience as we shelter in place and then, work on
reentering a pattern of continued community engagement - when the time is right. WE
ARE KINGS MOUNTAIN, we are resilient, we are strong, we are neighbors and we
are, above all else, community.
As KMA Board President, I am acutely aware of the important role KMA plays in the
lives of our entire community. In times of crisis, community connection is vital, and I am
proud to be a part of this community as we come together to care for one another –
even at a distance. It certainly seems as if every time we turn on the news, something
is worse. More COVID-19 cases, more deaths, more sadness, more chaos, more restrictions, more closures, more menaces, more tweets from our president. It is a time
where we hear news nearly 24/7 and we face such uncertainty with our jobs, food and
even our own personal health and safety. Anxiety is the new normal, uncertainty a
daily reality…But WE ARE KINGS MOUNTAIN! We are resilient. We are strong. We
are neighbors and we are, above all else, Community.
We must remember that the world can take away our sense of stability, our routines
and our norms but they cannot take our resilience. Be kind to yourself in this trying time
and be kind to others. Acting in kindness costs nothing and when it is returned, it is
life’s highest reward. WE ARE KINGS MOUNTAIN! We are Resilient! We are Strong!
We are neighbors and we are, above all else, Community.
In Community,
Jenn Soult
KMA Board President

-3-

MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on March 10, 2020
ATTENDANCE: Jon Fredrikson, Joe Rockmore, Anna Roesch-Tubbs, Kim Ohlund, Ted Thayer, Tim
Naylor, Julia Simmons, Frank Adams, Jim Sullivan, Ann Gabrys, John Curcio, Bill Goebner, Matt King,
and Tim German.
Board President Jon Fredrikson called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:30 pm.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Secretary Ted Thayer reported that the minutes for the February 11, 2020
Board meeting were previously posted and approved electronically.
BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin reported the following uses of
the Community Center in February 2020:
Exercise/Dance Classes

21

Monthly Community Board Meetings

5

KMVFB Training & Maintenance

6

Community Events/Parties

2

Private Events/Parties

2

TOTAL USES FOR THE MONTH

36

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Anna Roesch-Tubbs informed the Board that membership
checks have been deposited, the Art Fair grant has been received, and that the year end report will likely
be available the end of March for Board review.

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan indicated that Rescue 56 is being repaired and
discussed the possibility of a medical responder position on the KMFD. The Chief also briefed the Board
on the KMFD response to the first true vegetation fire of the season on San Bruno Mountain, which is a
reminder that we may have an early fire season this year. The Chief also indicated that while the average
number of responders to incidents has been good, recruitment will be important to replace future
firefighter losses. The monthly report for February 2020:
Medical aid

6

Vehicle accident

4

Public assist

8

Firefighter standby

0

Vehicle fire

0

Smoke check

0

Structure fire

0

Vegetation fire

1

Hazardous materials

0

Rescue

0

Cover assignment

0

Alarm sounding

2

Water tender group response

1

Trash fire

0

Total # Responses for the Month

22

Average # of Responders

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response:

1
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4.3

OLD BUSINESS:
Sale/Valuation of 1998 Freightliner Pumper: Julia Simmons reported that several trucks have sold
since the truck has been listed. The Board discussed the possibility of donating the truck to another
volunteer department. The Board voted to continue to sell the vehicle for fair market value, with six yes
votes and one no vote.
KM CERT Update: Kim Ohlund reported that the KM CERT meeting on February 29th included important
paperwork and issuing identification to CERT volunteers. CERT will start a monthly meeting on April 7.
Three train the trainer sessions are also coming this year, along with additional HAM operator trainings.
The next quarterly training is set for May 2nd.
Tree Removal: Joe Rockmore reported that the removal of the remaining dead trees is scheduled for
late March.
Use of Community Center During Outages: This item was continued to a future meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:
Tree Roots in Front of Apparatus Bays: The Board discussed the tree roots that are lifting the asphalt
in front of the apparatus bays and causing issues with water collecting against the building. Tim German
will contact an arborist to determine the best course of action to solve the issue with the roots.
Combined KMFD-KMCERT Open House: Jon Fredrikson briefed the Board on a proposal for an open
house at the Community Center. The open house would provide an opportunity for the community to see
the engines and equipment as well as learn more about the KMFD and KMCERT. The Board scheduled
the open house for the afternoon of Sunday May 17th. The time of the open house will be determined at a
later date.
OTHER BUSINESS:
Use of the Community Center by Retired KMFD Firefighters: The Board discussed and confirmed
that retired KMFD firefighters are able to use the Community Center for free, and that this benefit is for
the life of the firefighter.
MEETING ADJOURNED at approximately 8:20 pm. NEXT MEETING: April 14, 2020 at 7:30 pm
Respectfully submitted, Ted Thayer, Secretary
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KINGS MOUNTAIN VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE, INC.
13889 SKYLINE BOULVARD, WOODSIDE, CALIFORNIA 94062 • (650) 851-8897

The KM Volunteer Fire Service

Needs You!
Neighbors helping neighbors…the
volunteer fire department.

It’s made up of everyday folks like you!
The Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Department is looking to add the new position of Volunteer
Medical Responder. This position is for volunteers that do not wish to participate in firefighting,
and are interested in responding to medical emergencies only.

The Department also is seeking applicants for the position of Volunteer Firefighter.
•

Must be at least 18 years old.

•

Live inside the initial response area of the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Dept.

You will need to complete the following:
• Complete a written application.
• Pass a criminal background check.
• Pass a pre-employment physical exam, drug screening, and cardiac stress test.
The following initial training will need to be completed for each position:
Volunteer Medical Responder and Volunteer Firefighter:
• A minimum of 24 hrs of medical response training – with the goal of completing an EMT
course in the future.
• 20 hours of hazardous materials training.
• 16 hours of Safety and orientation.
Volunteer Firefighter:
• All training listed above.
• 56 hours of structural firefighting.
• 48 hours of wildland firefighting.
If you are interested in joining the Kings Mountain Fire Department, please contact KM
Fire Chief Jim Sullivan at Chief@kmfd.org.
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Kings Mountain Association Board Meeting
Feb 12, 2020
Board Members Present: Cindy Phelps, Betsy Rix, Eric Soult, Jenn Soult, Amber
Steele, Holly Winnen, Eileen Fredrikson (Echo) Regrets: Cindy Oldham, Marlene
Stern
PLEASE NOTE THAT KMA HAS CANCELLED OR POSTPONED ALL EVENTS
INCLUDING THE ANNUAL DINNER. THIS DECISION WAS MADE ON MONDAY,
March 16TH.
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm.
Treasurers Report: Membership dues are still coming in, including some new
families and former members who have rejoined after a lapse of time
It was noted that the Board conducted an email vote deciding to cancel or postpone
events through the end of March. The Board will decide about the Spring Brunch
when we get closer to the event.
Jenn will send a communication out to the community from Cleopatra Tuday from
the San Mateo Conservation Resource Department because the invasive plant
event will be postponed and the invasive plant situation is time critical. This
message will be posted on the Yahoo group and will request that residents and
property owners along Skyline between Comstock and the southern end of County
Road contact her for an evaluation.
Spring Brunch: Holly has located an Easter bunny outfit and the Board will decide
next week about whether to cancel. Please note 3/16 cancellation
Trash on Skyline: Jenn has reached out to CalTrans and Adopt a Highway about
adopting a highway to clean up trash. There are liability issues but the Board will
continue to investigate solutions to the trash dumping on Skyline issue.
Annual Dinner: Don Horsley will attend and be thanked for the new fire engine. He
will be asked to address important topics. This event is likely to sell out. KMA will
charge $25 per person for KMA members and their guests. Election will be held at
this meeting. (Please note 3/16 cancellation, election will be held on line,
details to follow)
KMA scholarship: Cindy P will write up scholarship proposal for a KMA
scholarship.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:41 pm.
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A Message from the Kings Mountain Garden Club
by Jean Farmwald, President
The State-wide shelter in place order has prevented Garden Club from starting its usual schedule
of teaching events and garden tours. Nevertheless, the mountain has emerged from winter and it
is time to get our properties ready for spring and summer. Here are a few ideas/reminders for
April gardening:
•
•
•
•
•

Continue to prepare your garden beds by turning soil (when it is dry enough to work) and
adding compost or fertilizer.
Check existing plants for aphids, earwigs, cabbage looper moth, slugs and snails.
Prune spring blooming shrubs after they have finished blooming.
Fertilize perennial flowers, citrus trees and spring bulbs.
Plant summer annuals (begonia, marigolds, cosmos, snapdragon). It is also time to plant
gladiolus, dahlia and lilies for summer blooms.

For your food garden:
You can plant these directly:
• Bush and pole beans, beets, carrots chard, spinach, turnips.
A few plants to start in flats are:
• Basil, chard, cucumbers, lettuce, melons, peppers, pumpkins, squash.
Consider starting a compost pile if you haven't already.
Here are a few good videos on the subject.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1lPTfdb8bI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=egyNJ7xPyoQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJuiNtXXB58
We look forward to resuming the Kings Mountain Garden Club activities as soon as possible. In
the meantime, we will send along “to do” gardening tips monthly in the Echo.

2020 Kings Mountain Art Fair T-Shirt Design Request
Calling all Talented Kings Mountain Designers!
In keeping with tradition, the KMAF Tinfo Committee invites all creative Kings
Mountain Artists to submit an original design for the 2020 KMAF t-shirt.
Guidelines:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Must be a resident of our beautiful mountain.
Please do not include date of KMAF, because t-shirts become difficult to sell
the following year(s).
Submit your artistic design by April 20, 2020.
The 2020 KMAF t-shirt design will be selected by the KMAF committee.
Please send your submission to Meta Townsley at meta320@gmail.com
If you have any questions, please reach out to: Marlene Stern (650) 678-0437
or marlenestern@gmail.com or Meta Townsley (408) 505-7234, meta320@gmail.com
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Art Fair 2020 Planning Update
by Bev Abbott, Art Fair ED
We are all hoping that our current reality of managing the virus pandemic is a thing of
the past by the time that our Art Fair preparations are in full swing. However, as none of
us know when the restrictions of this pandemic will be lifted, we wanted you to know your
Art Fair Board and Chairs are carefully watching the timelines, and are planning, as we
must, to support our community and the 2020 Fair. Fortunately, we do not have to incur
expenses too far in advance of the Fair. We are communicating with our artists and
keeping up to date on what other fairs are doing, while keeping in mind that many artists
may be struggling economically given the current situation. In the meantime I know we
are all doing our part – self quarantine, hand washing, boosting our immune systems with
lots of rest and maybe some “forest bathing” – a concept from Japanese culture. Aren’t
we lucky that we can just step out our doors and get this amazing benefit?
“In Japan, we practice something called forest bathing, or shinrin-yoku. Shinrin in
Japanese means “forest,” and yoku means “bath.” So shinrin-yoku means bathing
in the forest atmosphere, or taking in the forest through our senses. This is not
exercise, or hiking, or jogging. It is simply being in nature, connecting with it
through our senses of sight, hearing, taste, smell and touch. Shinrin-yoku is like a
bridge. By opening our senses, it bridges the gap between us and the natural
world.
BY QING LI MAY 1, 2018 – Time Dr. Qing Li is the author of Forest Bathing: How
Trees Can Help You Find Health and Happiness.
We do not know what the future holds but as a community, we will be ready for it and
weather it together.

Looking for Google/Facebook Credits for Art Fair Promotion
We are starting to plan our social media campaign for the 2020 Art Fair. We try to
promote the fair in the most effective and cost-efficient manner.
One of the ways we do that is to use credits that Google and
Facebook grant to their employees. Both companies have a
program that allows an employee to grant free advertising to their
choice of non-profits. Last year, 7 Google or Facebook
employees donated their credits, which allowed us to reach an
audience that we had not reached before and at no cost to the Fair. It is a very generous
gift.
Our request is this: If you, a family member or a friend is an employee of Google or
Facebook, please consider asking them if they would be willing to donate their August
and September credits to the Art Fair. Many employees are not aware of the program but
Sheena can assist them in how to do it. We promise to make it as easy as possible to
help us out.
Just let us know NOW that you are an employee and Sheena will contact you when it
is closer. Thanks in advance!
Sheena Mawson smmawson@gmail.com and Sandy Shapero sandy@toofar.net
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Carmen Maria Otondo Washburn
1922-2020
Carmen Maria Otondo Washburn died peacefully in her Kings Mountain home on
March 6, 2020. Carmen was born in Winslow, Arizona on January 15, 1922, or February 15, 1922. (She was never sure which, so we always celebrated both.) Her parents,
Marceline Eramuspe and Ysidro Otondo were natives of the Basque region of Spain.
They settled in Arizona in the early 20th century, and prospered in the sheep business. As
a teenager, Carmen saw the movie San Francisco, and decided then and there that San
Francisco would be her home. In 1944,
Carmen graduated from nursing school and
married Paul O'Connell, an Oakland native
stationed in Arizona. And then her dream
came true. Carmen and Paul moved to San
Francisco after the war, and their children,
Kathy and Jerry, were born.
Carmen met her second husband, Kenneth Washburn in the late 60’s. She moved into his Skyline
home, and they made plans for a new house on Comstock
Road. Kenneth designed and built their home, which she
lived in for the rest of her days. Kenneth was a sculptor and
a painter. His artwork still hangs on every wall in their
home.
Carmen loved living on Kings Mountain. She did yoga in the
sunlight of her large bay windows. She walked around the
trails on her property tending to her garden and caring for
her animals. For many years, she had a family of goats.
She milked the goats twice a day and used the milk to make
fresh cheese. She raised baby goats and shared her love of
animals with her children and grandchildren. She was a
wonderful cook and you could always
find her in the hub of the home, the
kitchen. Always having a close relationship with her sister-in-law Dixie O'Connell, Carmen and Dixie
would enjoy cooking the holiday meals together. The house was
always filled with family, extended family, and those who could not
be with their own family on the holidays.
From his childhood years, her son Jerry remembers his mom
getting off work as a nurse on night shift. She would come home
and work in the garden. He also remembers going out on Uncle
John’s boat to the Farallon Islands. Carmen and Dixie would join
in on their fishing trips too. One time, Carmen caught a 33 inch
striped bass and she was so proud! Carmen passed at 98 and
even that was too soon, I miss you and love you mom.
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Patty met Carmen 38 years ago. They shared many travels and meals together. We
all have sweet memories that will always be cherished. In Carmen’s later years, we discovered the Basque Cultural Center and would frequently attend their family celebrations
and for Sunday brunch. Carmen was always the oldest one there and was so excited
when she got to speak her first language with all the other Basques. We also enjoyed
going on long road trips. Carmen was always the navigator and held on to the large
maps, keeping track of every step of the journey. The best road trips were Arizona, to
visit where Carmen grew up. She would get to see her sister Sarah, brother Bob and
many nieces and nephews. When Carmen and Sarah were together, they were like little
girls, always giggling and staying up for hours talking to each other.
Her granddaughter Keri’s best memories of her Ama were always around the home
on Comstock helping cook in the kitchen, playing piano in the living room and running
around in the garden; picking berries, homegrown apples, pears, and swiss chard. As a
special treat, when Keri was young Carmen would take her
and her sister Kelly out of school and drive to the city to
Davies Symphony Hall. They would see the rehearsal of
her favorite conductor Michael Tilson Thomas. Getting
dressed up to go to the city was such a special treat for the
mountain kids. Keri will always think of her Ama when the
calla lilies bloom.
Carmen’s granddaughter Kelly loved growing up across
the street from her Ama. Kelly remembers how Ama would
get her and Keri ready for school in the morning and walk
them up the road to the school bus. When Kelly was in kindergarten, the school bus came an hour later then the older
kid’s bus. Kelly got to spend that extra time with Ama, tending to the goats, walking around her property and collecting
banana slugs out of the garden. Every summer, when Keri
and Kelly were kids, Ama would take them to Mount Tamalpias in the North Bay to watch the various plays put on by the Mountain Play association. Kelly and her husband Daniel will cherish the years spent with Ama and the recent
memories made with Carmen’s great-grandsons Nehemiah and Nolan. Their bond was strong and so special,
from the moment they met. Even when Ama could not remember who they were, she made sure to tell them how
much she loved them, every chance she got.
Carmen will be remembered for her stories, laughter and
love of life. She was hard-working, but warm and funloving. She loved people, parties - and she loved to dance.
She is survived by her children, Kathy Martinich, Jerry and
Patricia O'Connell, and grandchildren, Anton Martinich and
Ingrid Hagerstrom, Keri O'Connell, Kelly and Daniel
Holscher, and her great-grandsons, Nehemiah and Nolan
Holscher. Ama, we will miss your laugh, your cooking, your
infectious smile, and hearing you sneeze every time there
was pepper in your food. This mountain will not be not be
the same without you. We love you so much.
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Djerassi Resident Artist Program; April 2020 Update
By Margot H. Knight, Executive Director
Hello, King’s Mountain Neighbors and Friends,
I hope this message finds you and your loved ones safely navigating a world that none of us
could have predicted. A world with no maps. A world where there is more we don’t know than
we do.
In our secluded acreage on Bear Gulch West, we have five artists (out of an original 11) and 5
staff (plus my husband, Nick!) sheltering together. First, I want to thank King’s Mountain hike
docent volunteers Dennis Ruby, Eileen Fredrikson, Nancy Pennington, and Kathy Shubin for
their patience as we sort out when we can offer Sculpture Hikes again. AND, if you’re interested in helping us clear trails (while social distancing, of course), please reach out to Andrew
Nguyen, our Environmental Stewardship Coordinator at environment@Djerassi.org.
Also, a HUGE thank-you to Jamie and Andy Kerr and their families who have helped reduce
risk for artists, and staff chef Dan Tosh and his assistant Mary Ann Draeger and me personally
by keeping Alice’s Restaurant open for take-out. Keep supporting this community treasure!
We ask all our neighbors to keep (Djerassi) dreaming with us. Our 583 majestic acres with
its sweeping Pacific views and redwood trails are where art originates. The land—an organic
canvas for artists--takes in 6 distinct habitats. Your support (whether goodwill, volunteering or
cash) makes you part of that creative process. I am proud to be part of a community that supports artists through the annual Art Fair. We, too, support artists but in a quieter way. Except
for Open House/Open Studios: the ONE day of the year we throw open our gates and let you
wander our trails (mark your calendars for Sunday, August 16).
We DO know that Djerassi Resident Artists Program is committed to provide joyous and productive time for 70+ artists and arts-minded scientists to thrive. That work finds its way to page,
stage, museum walls and public squares worldwide. What happens on the mountain doesn’t
stay on the mountain.
To reduce health risks and "flatten the curve," some of that work is now interrupted.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Five residents are sheltering in place with us through April 8, two
of whom are international. With border restrictions in Sri Lanka and Canada, they may stay
as long as it is the safest choice for them.
We cancelled the April 15 to May 13 residencies.
We are in regular communication with artists and scientists invited for
Scientific Delirium Madness, our annual boundary-defying art/science
residency in mid-June.
For residents forced to cancel their sessions due to COVID-19, we are offering alternative
opportunities via a newly added winter session. These artists worked hard to earn their
invitations and we want to honor that.
All public hikes, readings and salons are cancelled through mid-April.
We are ready to reschedule in-person events—including public hikes-- when the timing is
right.
Our most creative minds are at work to keep you connected: Follow our Facebook
(facebook.com/djerassiprogram) or Instagram (instagram.com/djerassiprogram) pages to
enjoy the work of alumni along with other “if not for Djerassi” moments.

We DO know that in the midst of uncertainty, continued support for artists and places like
ours—where art and artists matter—is critical to a vibrant world.
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We DO know that for over 40 years, the Djerassi Program has provided an unsurpassed environment for 2500 creative souls to dream, take risks, incubate new work and advance projects.
We DO know that for thousands of years, our species has found comfort, meaning and inspiration in poetry, music, books, films, plays, visual art and dance.
Our future is fragile.
We are a private nonprofit independent of
the Djerassi family
(who donated the
land and buildings to
us). We have a very
small (and now bearmarketed) endowment. Senior staff
members are taking
significant salary
reductions to forestall
lay-offs. Your gift of
time or cash to the
Djerassi Program has never been more important or more welcome (Djerassi.org). As one of
our donors said, we want to stick around long enough to get lucky.
We DO know that better days are ahead. Nick and I hope to whoop, holler, sell beer and buy
art with all you resourceful King’s Mountain’s neighbors at the Art Fair, if not before.
P.S. Let me recommend some of our artists’ books for your reading pleasure as you cocoon:

The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen (a Pulitzer winner). The sequel, Committed, is slated to be published this fall. These are fresh perspectives on what
Americans call the Vietnam War.
The Lightest Object in the Universe by Kimi Eisele (a dystopic future where people
work together!)
The Yellow House by Sarah Broom (National Book Award Winner 2019); Hurricane
Katrina through the lens of a family who lived through it.
American Spy by Lauren Wilkinson (another award winner—a good old, riveting spy
novel.)
And, poetry lovers?
Jane Hirshfield, who was here with us in the 80s, has an inspiring new collection:
Ledger.
Editor’s note: As a KMA Speaker Series featured presenter, Margot told “stories” about
some of the accomplished artists and works they created during their month long residence at Djerassi. The huge genre range and global scope (2,500 artists from 54
countries since 1979) of this program is breathtaking. If you would like to help support
artists during these uncertain times, the Djerassi program is a meaningful place to
start. Go to https://djerassi.org/donate/
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At this time last month, KMES had begun school tours for prospective 2020-2021
students, including those hoping to enroll in a new transitional Kindergarten scheduled
to begin next school year. Everyone was observing preventative health measures with
lots of hand washing, covering the mouth and not coughing near others. However, as
current parents arrived March 9-13 for student-led teacher conferences and review of
report cards, the Cabrillo Unified District announced the closure of all schools beginning Monday, March 16th to Spring Break April 6-10th. The extraordinary action came
after Bay Area county health officers issued a School Operations Modification Order
requiring all schools to dismiss students from regular attendance. The order encouraged schools and school districts to implement distance learning models for instruction
at home.
KMES Teachers Ramp up Distance Learning
Teachers hit the ground running using all manner of learning avenues including
Zoom conferencing and Google Classroom to keep learning and student achievement
high. Each week students have received new assignments and goals to keep their
learning moving forward with easy access to their teachers.

Teachers at work; k/1 Debbie Silveria; 2/3 Tyler Elliott; 4/5 Maile Springer
Zoom Keeping Classes Connected
Students are enjoying seeing
one another and interacting as a
class. Zoom conferences are giving the kids an opportunity to discuss assignments, ask questions
and socialize. Teachers are
checking in individually with students, in small groups and in
whole class meetings.
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Keeping Busy, Getting Creative:

Class Reports
K/1
K/1 is doing morning meetings over Zoom with Ms. Debbie. Their Child of the
Day sharing is continuing by recording videos of the student sharing something
special and posting it either on the classroom email group or on our private Facebook Group. There, students can view the video and ask questions about the items
being shared the same way they normally would in the classroom. They are working on their Neighborhood project with a focus on how they will introduce their community to new students.
2/3
The 2/3 class has been working on a “Welcome to the Neighborhood” project as
well, answering questions about jobs, food and recreation in their community. They
wrote opinion pieces about whether it is better to learn at home or at school. Tyler
reports opinions were fairly evenly split. The class has the option of meeting for
daily Lunch Socials on Zoom that could include a student-led cooking demo.
4/5
The 4/5 class has launched a personal heritage and community project which
they started with family trees. Each student interviewed a family member about
what life was like when he or she was 10 years old. Students also interviewed the
first person in their family to move to Kings Mountain/Half Moon Bay, and first person to move to California. Their final research was to discover who in their family
first moved to the United States.
As the Echo goes to press, the San Francisco Chronicle reported a letter from
the California Superintendent of Schools that notified County officials that schools
may not reopen for the remainder of this school year. Earlier in the month, the original April 3rd school closure mandate was extended to May 4th. However, it seems
our teachers and parents should be prepared to complete the entire school year in
distance learning mode.
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New Member of the KMES Community
Welcome Emily Phelps Dellinger’s littlest camper,
Ophelia! KMES teachers and students are all sending
her virtual hugs and kisses and can’t wait to meet her
in person. Ophelia’s Mommy runs the Venture Free
Foundation and the excellent after school program at
KMES.

Other News
The New York Times Reports that Classroom education around the world has
come to a screeching halt. “School closures in over 160 countries have separated a
staggering 87 percent of the world’s student population from their peers and teachers, according to UNESCO. More than 55.1 million K-12 students in the United
States are now out of school. With buildings closed, families are grappling with how
to teach kids at home (and preserve everyone’s sanity). The approaches to home
schooling vary dramatically by school, grade and state.”
KMAP president Amber Stariha reports that “assignments for our students are
all coming directly from our KMES teachers. Our k/1 students are being sent
weekly packets of work along with resource ideas and suggestions to augment the
packets. Some Teachers are using Google Classroom to assign and track student
work that can be accomplished or submitted online. Two of the math programs we
are using are ESpark & Khan Academy. Students are also keeping Distance Reading Journals via Google Docs within Google Classroom”.
Meanwhile, KMAP has had to postpone indefinitely the three remaining KMES
fundraisers, Spring Raffle, Mountain House Social & Fund Run. KMAP expected to
make approximately $10,000 or more from these events. Fortunately, we have
been accepted among non-profits for
participation in “Coastside Gives” on
May 7th. Please visit their website to
learn more about this single day of giving (May 7th) that involves over 30
Coastside Nonprofit Organizations.
While the day of giving is actually
May 7th, you can donate now at:
https://www.coastsidegives.org/kmap
which leads you right to our Kings
Mountain Associated Parents Profile.
KMES will be eligible for some matching funds from donations and on-line
activities involving students and parents. Stay well and donate to our
4/5 Raised Over $200 for Pennies for Patients
school if you are able.
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April 2020
by
Marty Eisenberg

Interesting times….
I waited half an hour to get into Costco last week. I approached one of the store employees
frantically replenishing shelves and asked where the nuts were. He looked at me with seeming
disbelief that I had to ask the question and replied, “Most of them are in the toilet paper aisle!”
Coincidentally, this year will be the 75th anniversary of America’s triumphant end to World
War II. Among the historical treasures which grew out of marshaling this nation’s industrial
might to win that war is a primitively sketched cartoon-like figure of a little man with a long
nose, peering over a wall with the caption “Kilroy Was Here”.
The origin of the little sketched figure is a fabled story. Kilroy
was a real person – a “rivet-checker” at the Fore River Shipyard
in Massachusetts. As America’s industrial might ramped up for
war, many hundreds of men (and women too) were engaged by
General Dynamics and others to drive the rivets needed for
building ships. They were paid by the rivet. Kilroy’s job was to
count the rivets of work crews and report the counts to the paymaster. After counting a block of rivets, Kilroy would mark the
block with a check-mark using a waxed lumber-chalk marker so
the rivet-counter for the next shift wouldn’t count the same rivets again. However, when Kilroy got off duty enterprising riveters would erase the check-mark to get paid a second time for the same rivets upon inspection
of their work by another shift-boss. Kilroy’s employer became upset with all the riveter wages
being paid and directed Kilroy to investigate. He discovered the riveters’ ruse and began adding to his check-mark, in bold letters, “KILROY WAS HERE”, also adding a sketch of a little
man with a long nose peering over a fence. Riveters found it nearly impossible to obliterate the
unique caricature marking and abandoned their ruse.
Ships were being built so fast there was no time to paint them. As a result, Kilroy’s inspection “trademarks” were seen by many thousands of servicemen who boarded the troopships
produced at the yard and went off to war. To the soldiers, “Kilroy” was a mystery. All they knew
for sure was that someone named Kilroy “had been there first”. As amusing pranks, soldiers
began placing the Kilroy drawing as graffiti wherever they landed - insisting it was already
there when they arrived! The markings appeared on building foundations, bridge abutments,
jeeps, ramparts and steeple bells. The markings spread across Europe and Asia. In 1945,
American servicemen erected an outhouse for exclusive use of Roosevelt, Stalin and Churchill
at the famed conference held in Potsdam, Germany. Legend has it that its first occupant was
Stalin who emerged and asked his aid: “Who is this Kilroy”?
The moniker-sketch became a symbol of American determination – first to achieve the
most unlikely and difficult – through effort, courage and skill. Soon after the war ended “Kilroy”
was identified –- James Kilroy from Halifax, Mass. -- and duly honored for his spiritual contribution to the war effort.
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April 2020 Kings Mountain Community Calendar
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The Kings Mountain Echo is published monthly by the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc, a non-profit,
volunteer organization. The Editor is Eileen Fredrikson. All opinions are those of the commentator/writer and not
those of the publisher.
Echo submissions should be emailed to eileenfredrikson@comcast.net Please reference “the Echo” in the
subject line. The Echo deadline is the 26th of each month. The editor retains discretion to edit all submissions for
space and content.
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