
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Hello Neighbors: 
 

Although our fickle weather has offered a fairly anemic display of spring color so far, our commu-
nity seems have embraced spring renewal activities with gusto. This issue is filled with pictures and 
stories from recent mountain happenings and enticing invitations for upcoming events. First, the 
KMVFD introduced the Kings Mountain Community Emergency Response Team (KM CERT) an    
important safety initiative you will be hearing a lot about. The Fire Department used their fabulously 
fun Chili Cook-off party to explain the need, required training and benefits of this nationally utilized, 
FEMA approved program. See the story and volunteer training schedule on page 11. In addition, the 
KMA kicked off an ambitious new speaker series that will be ongoing this year. The first outstanding 
evening featured Ann McCormick, discussing her uniquely Kings Mountain Methuselah Tree project 
(page 9).  Next up is the Executive Director of the Bay Area Puma Project, speaking May 23rd. She 
will be followed by Ohlone expert, Mark Hykema, who will enlighten us about the Native American 
history of our mountain and Coast on June 18th. As if that were not enough, KMA is also hosting the 
Annual Spring Brunch and Egg hunt on April 14th and their annual meeting, board election and din-
ner on Saturday evening, May 4th. Please put all these dates on your calendar. The Spring Brunch is 
an especially fun family day. Larry Mann’s fabulous pancakes are only enhanced by the excitement 
when kids are let loose in the Redwoods to find egg prizes. The Echo urges everyone to reserve now 
and to attend the KMA annual dinner. The current KMA Board is doing an outstanding job at keeping 
our community vibrant and interesting. Please come have fun with your neighbors and thank the 
board for their many hours of work on our behalf. 

You can also help support our excellent elementary school by coming out to enjoy a delicious  
dinner at the Mountain House on May 2nd. The restaurant’s ever-generous proprietors, Jerry and 
Lorraine, will donate 50% of the evening’s proceeds to KMES. This is always a win-win way to spend 
an evening while doing good for our community.  

If you haven’t seen a mountain lion (Puma) in your yard, you certainly have read about many re-
cent sightings around the mountain. Two cubs wandering down Main Street in Half Moon Bay made 
front page news in the Half Moon Bay Review. The paper became so interested in the questions 
about prey and predator interactions that they sent a reporter to KMES to cover the Puma Project sci-
ence lab lessons at our school. Read the newspaper story on page 17. Come hear the Puma Project 
Director for yourself when she returns to the mountain to speak at 
our KMA event May 23rd. Learn how nearby communities are par-
ticipating in Puma Project research and how interested neighbors 
may get involved in this ongoing habitat research.  

Of course, your month would not be complete without reading 
the ever fun and useful Marty’s Musings that closes this issue.  

 

Stay well and stay engaged, 

Eileen Fredrikson, Editor 
Bill Goebner, Echo Photographer 
Marty Eisenberg, Echo Columnist 
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Volume 15, Issue 4 

KM Fire Department Chili Chefs 



 
Great Fun at the KM Fire Department’s Chili Cook-off  
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Kings Mountain Chili: Fire House Chili:
1st  Joe Lopez 1st  John Curcio
2nd  Patrick Ruehl 2nd  Will Newhall
3rd  Adam And Holly Winnen 3rd  JR Elpers

 
Great Fun at the KM Fire Department’s Chili Cook-off  

 

A big crowd of neighbors gathered at the       
festively decorated CC on Sunday, March 31st, for 
the 4th Annual Kings Mountain Fire Department 
Chili Cook-Off. They were well rewarded with an 
informative, fun and delicious event, perfectly     
orchestrated by Cindy Phelps and her team. Kings 
Mountain Firefighters decked out in spiffy “official” 
uniforms seemed to fill the room with their enthusi-
astic presence. Chief Jim Sullivan kicked off the 
day with a most informative presentation about 
our firefighting team, it’s mission, training and how it fits with other fire and emergency organi-

zations serving our area. Seventeen contestants, (including 
three firefighters), then placed steaming pots of their “secret rec-
ipe” chilies at numbered spaces along two long tables. Everyone 
tasted, (and sometimes re-tasted) the chili, entering tasting 
notes on their ballots in two categories. Each person decided a 
winner for each category and dropped the winning number in 
the appropriate ballot box. Our talented BBQ chefs, Marty 
Phelps and Larry Mann, then dished up a delicious dinner for all. 
Diners discussed their favorite chilies and it became obvious 
that it was a tough competition. Anticipation about the results 
grew higher for the contestants, who included these fine folks:        
Joe Lopez, Will Newhall, Marty Eisenberg, John Curcio, Cindy 

Oldham, Adam and Holly Winnen, Betsy Rix, Ted Zainer & Dawn Neiser, JR Elpers, Sarah 
Carlson, Kelly Sullivan, Mary Sandner, Stephine Roberts, David Borcean, Brett Ashton & Bill 
Martinelli, Julia Simmons, and Patrick Ruehl. 

Finally, Cindy stepped forward to announce the first, second and third place winners. Each 
received an engraved cutting board appropriately shaped like a fire hydrant. Hearty congratula-
tions to these winners:  
 
 

 
 

 
Other contestants received a specially designed Kings Mountain Chili Cook-Off Pot Holder. 

Special high-fives to Cindy and to her worker bee team of Linda Elliott, Pat Mann & Marilyn 
Alafouzos who helped her set up and keep food moving and master BBQ chefs Marty Phelps 
and Larry Mann. 
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MINUTES OF THE KMVFB MEETING on March 12, 2019 

 

ATTENDANCE: Jon Fredrikson, Anna Roesch-Tubbs, Tim Naylor, Joe Rockmore, Jim Sullivan, Ted 
Thayer, Kim Ohlund, Kathy Shubin, Tim German, Frank Adams and Hank Stern.  

 

Board President Jon Fredrikson called the KMVFB meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT: The Board approved the minutes of the prior meeting of February 12, 
2019. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Anna Roesch-Tubbs provided the year-end 2018 financial reports for 
Board review. Anna reviewed the balance sheet and profit and loss reports prior to submitting the 
documents to the tax accountant. Anna also asked to consolidate future reporting on individual funds 
into three categories: endowment fund, bond funds and equity funds. Anna further explained that this 
consolidation would reduce workload and the details on the individual funds would be available as 
needed. The Board approved this consolidation with unanimous consent. 
 

BUILDING MANAGER’S REPORT: Building Manager Kathy Shubin reported the following uses of 
the Community Center in February 2019: 
 

Exercise/Dance Classes 15
Monthly Community Board Meetings 5
KMVFB Training & Maintenance 8
Community Events/Parties 1
Private Events/Parties 2

TOTAL USES FOR THE MONTH 31
  
FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: Fire Chief Jim Sullivan provided the February 2019 report: 
 
 

Medical aid 4 Vehicle accident 0 

Public assist 25 Firefighter standby 3 

Vehicle fire  0 Smoke check 0 

Structure fire 0 Vegetation fire 0 

Hazardous materials 0 Rescue 0 

Cover assignment 0 Alarm sounding 2 

Water tender group response 0 Trash fire 0 

TOTAL RESPONSES THIS 
MONTH 

34 AVERAGE # OF RESPONDERS 4.9 

Number of incidents with no Volunteer response:    1 
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OLD BUSINESS:  
 

Election of New Secretary: The Board elected Ted Thayer as the new Board Secretary after a brief 
discussion.  
 

Conflict of Interest Signatures: Jon provided copies of the conflict of interest documentation, which 
were signed by new Board members Kim Ohlund and Ted Thayer. 
 

KM Emergency Response/CERT Plans: Jon Fredrikson led a discussion on the steps needed to 
create a Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) and the role of the Board in CERT. Jon 
recommended that the Board provide oversight of the initial development of a CERT program on 
Kings Mountain rather than having another separate organization. Kim volunteered to help with 
organization and outreach to promote CERT training for residents. Tim indicated that from a legal 
standpoint, the best role for the Board would be outreach and facilitation of CERT training. Jim 
explained that the CERT members would be part of the San Mateo County Office of Emergency 
Services and that CERT operations and neighborhood notification are separate issues. A motion was 
presented and seconded that the Board will support an initiative regarding development of a CERT 
program on Kings Mountain. The motion was passed with unanimous approval from the Board.   
 

Emergency Preparedness Meeting/ Chili Cook-off: Jon presented the materials that will be used at 
the community meeting to discuss emergency and disaster planning, to be followed by a Chili Cook-
off that will occur on Sunday, March 31st.  
 

Property Clean Up: A discussion of property clean up was deferred until the next Board meeting. 
 

KMVFB Email Address: Joe indicated the current email address for the KMVFB is not hosted. Joe 
will look into setting up an email address hosted on Kings Mountain Online. 
 

IAC Meeting Summary/Schwab Portfolio Reallocation: Jon passed on recommended changes to 
the investment portfolio in the endowment fund that were discussed at the February 21, 2019 IAC 
meeting. The proposed change would reduce cash reserves by $60,000 and move that amount to 
investments in non-US stock index funds and fixed income funds. This would more closely 
approximate the allocation recommended to the IAC by the investment counselor. Joe commented 
that a more frequent review and re-allocation may be prudent. A motion was made and seconded to 
approve the reallocation of $60,000 as described above. The motion passed.   
 

NEW BUSINESS:   
 

KMVFB Yahoo Group: Jon suggested that Joe be added as an additional moderator to the Yahoo 
group. Joe suggested that the Board use Slack rather than continue to use a Yahoo group that is no 
longer supported. Board members would need to join Slack if they do not already use the application. 
The Board agreed and Joe will set up a Slack account for KMVFB Board communication and file 
sharing.  
 

MEETING ADJOURNED at 8:34 pm.   
 

NEXT MEETING: April 9, 2019 at 7:30 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Ted Thayer, Secretary 
 

Notice of Annual Meeting of the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc. 
This is to announce that the Annual Meeting of the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc will be 
held on June 11, 2019 at 7:30 pm in the Community Center for the purpose of transacting such proper 
business as may come before the meeting, including the election of Directors. 
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Kings Mountain Association Board Meeting Minutes 

 

March 13, 2019 
 
In Attendance: Cindy Oldham, Cindy Phelps, Betsy Rix, Amber Steele, Marlene Stern, 
Eric Soult, Jenn Soult, Holly Winnen 
 
Jenn called the meeting to order at 7:08 pm. 
 
Approval of Minutes: February minutes were approved online and published in the 
March Echo 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Eric reported on the bank balance and activity. Many new 
memberships have come in. The audit will be scheduled soon. 
 
Public Notices: None this month 
 
Movie Night: The KMA movie night has had good attendance. Jenn has paid fees 
required to present the next four movies. On Wednesday May 1, Cinema Paradiso will be 
shown. 
 
Blood Drive: Cindy has talked to Vitalant (formerly known as Blood Center of the Pacific) 
and they are interested in doing a blood drive. Vitalant requires at least 15 to 20 people to 
commit to participating to make the trip and set-up worthwhile. The Board agreed that the 
best time to hold a blood drive this year is summer and will look at dates in July and 
August.  Discussion was held about combining the blood drive with another community 
activity. 
 
Puma Talk: Amber has confirmed the Puma talk for Thursday, May 23rd. The talk will be 
presented by the Bay Area Puma Project/Felidae Conservation Fund. Community 
members will have the opportunity to learn about mountain lion ecology, history and the 
challenges of sharing habitat with mountain lions, and learn essential tips for living and 
recreating without fear in puma habitat. The Board will confirm that this event will not 
interfere with KMVFB training 
 
Spring Brunch: Holly reported that all is in progress with cooks, the egg hunt, 
decorating, gin fizzes and publicity. The flyer was printed in the March Echo. The Spring 
Brunch is scheduled for Sunday, April 14. 
 
Annual Dinner: The Board agreed to use the same caterer as last year’s very well 
received annual dinner. There will be ballots available for any community member to vote 
on the next slate of KMA Board members, even if they do not stay for dinner.  
 

Chili Cook Off: Eric will inventory beverages to make sure the cook off is supplied. Cindy 
P. will put the sandwich board sign out.  
 

-6-



Methusalah Talk: Ann McCormick is confirmed for the Methuselah Project talk on 
Wednesday, March 27th. Tim German will help with tech issues. Snacks will be provided. 
 
Ohlone Presentation: Mark Hylkema will give a talk about the Ohlones for the KMA 
Speaker Series. Sandy Shapero has been working on coordinating this and the event is 
scheduled for June 18 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Don Horsley: Holly has approached County Supervisor Horsley and he will be in touch 
about coming to speak to the community about issues of interest. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.  
 
The next KMA Board meeting is on Wednesday, April 10 at 7:00 p.m. and all community 
members are welcome to attend. 
 
The KMA (Kings Mtn Association) now has an updated email address: 

kma@kingsmountainonline.com 
 The KMA<http://www.kingsmountainonline.com/community/kma> exists to enhance and 

benefit our community. Guests are welcome to the board meetings, which are 
generally on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm at the Community 
Center. Monthly meeting notes are posted in the Kings Mtn 
Echo<http://www.kingsmountainonline.com/kings-mountain-echo>. We encourage 
residents to bring topic ideas and speakers to our attention. 

 We’d love to hear from you. Email us at kma@kingsmountainonline.com 
   

We are proud to offer congratulations to Echo photographer Bill Goebner for his prize-
winning photograph of our Kings Mountain firefighters in action. This compelling scene 
took first place in the Journalism category among winners from participating Camera 
Clubs. A long-time member of the Millbrae Club, Bill submitted this photo to the 
professionally judged competition held by the Northern California Council of Camera 
Clubs. It was first published in The Echo. The N4C has scheduled 5 competitions in the 
journalism category for 2019. This photo will be among the five winners judged for the 
Annual Journalism Photography prize. Good luck, Bill! We expect to publish a picture of 
you at the 2019 Annual Awards Banquet at year end!   
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   Join us at the Community Center on Wednesday, May 1 for 

CCiinneemmaa  PPaarraaddiissoo    
  

 
 

A prominent movie director returns to his Sicilian home village for the first time in 
many years to attend the funeral of the town's former film projectionist, who 
served as his mentor when he was a young boy. This deeply nostalgic and 
charming film won the 1990 Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film 
and has a sublimely wistful score by Ennio Morricone. Dir. Giuseppe Tornatore 
1989, 123 minutes, PG. 
 
It screens at 7:00 pm (snacks and wine) – the film starts at 7:30 pm, at the KM 
Community Center. 
 
“Still rapturous after all these years, Cinema Paradiso stands as one of the great 
films about movie love.” – Ann Hornaday, Washington Post.  
 
“This film is sometimes funny, sometimes joyful, and sometimes poignant, but it's 
always warm, wonderful, and satisfying.” – James Beradinelli, ReelViews.  
 
The film series is sponsored by KMA. All movies screen at the Community Cen-
ter and are free. Feel free to bring a snack or wine to share.  (Some bring their 
own portable chairs to sit on.) The mid-week movie screenings are always fun!  
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Ann McCormick Speaks About The Methuselah Tree Project 
 
A large and enthusiastic crowd 

of Mountain residents turned out on 
March 27 to hear local resident Ann 
McCormick detail the Methuselah 
Project. Ann founded one of the 
earliest kids’ educational software 
companies back in the 1970s, The 
Learning Company, and has 
worked on children’s education     
issues and technology for decades. 
Joining Ann was Travis Larson, a 
5th grader at Kings Mountain Ele-
mentary School who served on the 
website development team as     
Assistant Director.  

As described in last month’s Echo, The Methuselah Tree project contains historical 
and science-based information along with hands-on lessons designed to teach children 
about the history and natural science of the Skyline area. Check it out at:             
https://www.bigoldtreeonskyline.com/. Not only does the site appeal to its target audi-
ence of fourth-to-sixth graders, but it has lots of content interesting to adults. One of 
the features is a fascinating century-by-century timeline that discusses what was hap-
pening around the world, as well as what was going on near the tree, during its 1,800 
year lifespan. Ann explained that the project is designed to be interactive and anyone 
interested is encouraged to visit the tree and discuss their experience and post pic-
tures on the project's Facebook site.  

Ann said she has given many talks around the globe but this was the first time she 
had spoken on Kings Mountain and she was delighted to be sharing information about 
the project with her neighbors. A lively Q & A followed the talk.              by Jack Rix 
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Come and Enjoy 
The KMA ANNUAL DINNER 

Saturday, May 4 

 

A Celebration of   
Community 

 
Come gather, eat, drink, and enjoy friends, both old and new 

 

Appetizers, Mix & Mingle at 6 pm 
 

KMA Annual Meeting & Election of Officers at 6:45 pm   
 

Dinner 7 pm 
 

 $20 Members   $30 Non-members  
RSVP Betsy Rix 650 743-3401 or betsyrix@gmail.com 

 

 
the strength of the hills is in the people  
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Kings Mountain CERT is Now Active! 
Training Begins on Saturday, April 20th 

 
Please confirm your attendance by emailing 

KM CERT Coordinator Kim Ohlund at 
kohlund@sbcglobal.net  (deadline is 4/17) 

 
The Kings Mountain Community Emergency Response Team (KM CERT) program has 
been launched and we are ready to start CERT training in the Community Center. After 
a well attended community meeting on March 31st, a total of 41 people signed up to 
join Kings Mountain CERT! Kim Ohlund polled the interested parties and the best   
Saturday dates for the most people were selected as the training dates. (The Commu-
nity Center already was reserved on some Saturdays for other events, so there is a 
short gap between training sessions.)  The CERT Training schedule is shown below. 
 

• Even if you did not sign up previously, all residents are welcome to sign up for 
these CERT classes and to join KM CERT. 

• To finalize your slot in the upcoming classes, please register with Kim Ohlund at 
kohlund@sbcglobal.net  

• If you can’t make all the classes, come to as many as you can and then make up 
the missing units at another local CERT training. Many local communities offer 
CERT training and we plan to publish information about upcoming classes in the 
Echo. If there is sufficient community interest, we may have another CERT class in 
the summer. 

• You can get an advance look at CERT training materials and prepare for the course 
at https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/27403  

 
Kings Mountain CERT Training Schedule 

In the Kings Mountain Community Center 
 

Saturday April 20, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm  
Introduction to KM CERT  
Disaster Medical Operations, Part 1 
Disaster Medical Operations, Part 2 
 

Saturday April 27, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
 Disaster Preparedness 
 Terrorism and CERT 
 

Saturday May 25, 8:00 am to 4:30 pm 
 Fire Safety 
 Light Search and Rescue Operations 
 CERT Organization 
 Disaster Psychology 
 
Saturday, June 1, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 
 Course Review and Disaster Simulation 
 Graduation Ceremony 
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Art Fair 2019 Planning Continues 
 

2nd Call: Marketing Team Opportunity 
 
Dear Kings Mountain Neighbors, 
 
The Art Fair has a strong marketing team, but we looking to add another PR press 
person. This volunteer would work with Sheena Mawson, PR team leader, and Sandy 
Shapero, Marketing Chair. The objective is to get KMAF articles into the local 
newspapers, which includes updating the press release and contacting our 7 target 
newspapers. This is primarily done in July and August. This person does not have to 
have PR experience but should be assertive, comfortable making phone calls, and 
motivated to help us get art-buying people to the fair. 
The person would work closely with us to ensure there is a consistent PR/marketing 
message. It’s a fun team (Sheena Mawson, Cindy Oldham, Carrie German, Meta 
Townsley, and Sandy Shapero). There are approximately three meetings between April 
and August. If you have ideas about who might be interested, please contact Sandy 
at sandy@toofar.net , 851-9832 or Sheena Mawson at smmawson@gmail.com, 851-
2581. 
Thanks! 
Sandy and Sheena 

 
Looking for Google/Facebook Credits for Art Fair Promotion 
  
Dear KM, 
 

We are starting to plan our social media campaign for the 2019 Art Fair. We try to 
promote the fair in the most effective and cost-efficient manner.  
 
One of the ways we do that is to use credits that Google and Facebook grant to their 
employees. Both companies have a program that allows an employee to grant free 
advertising to their choice of non-profits. Last year, Liz Gannes, Kate Rouch, and 
another Google KM employee donated their credits, which allowed us to reach an 
audience that we had not reached before and at no cost to the Fair. It is a very 
generous gift.  
  

Our request is this: If you, a family member or a friend is an employee of Google or 
Facebook, please consider asking them if they would be willing to donate their August 
and September credits to the Art Fair. Many employees are not aware of the program 
but Sheena can assist them in how to do it. We promise to make it as easy as possible 
to help us out. 
  

Thanks in advance! 
 

Sheena Mawson and Sandy Shapero 
smmawson@gmail.com 
sandy@toofar.net 
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The Kings Mountain Association Invites 
Friends and Neighbors to 

Our Spring Brunch 
Sunday, April 14, 2019 

10:00 am to Noon 

At the Kings Mountain Community Center 

Egg Hunt 11:00 am 

 

Free to KMA Members and Family 

Guests $5 

Everyone is Welcome! 
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Please Join us for the  
Annual Mountain House Social 

 

Date: Thursday May 2nd, 2019 
 

Bar Opens at 5pm ~  Kitchen Opens at 5:30 
Reservations are Suggested (650) 851-8541 or online at 

www.themountainhouse.com 
 

  
 

50% of the evenings proceeds will be donated to  
Kings Mountain Elementary School helping to support 

enrichment programs such as Art, Science, Cooking & More! 
 

Big THANKS to the Mountain House for their continued support! 
-14-
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April 2019 School News 
Students at KMES entered the third and final Trimester of this school year on March 11th. Student-

lead parent teacher conferences reviewing student progress assessments took place March 11-15. Prin-
cipal Diane Siegel’s weekly newsletter noted that every single student posted progress in reading. The 
learning pace seemed to accelerate further as students began their concluding lessons across the cur-
riculum. In addition, budgets, emergency preparedness and preliminary preparations for next year be-
gan this month. K-1 teacher, “Miss Debbie” and her class welcomed potential incoming 2019-2020 stu-
dents at the annual Kinder Roundup day on March 22nd. While parents had coffee and learned about 
KMES from Principal Siegel and KMES parent leaders, their children spent an hour of fun and lessons in 
the classroom.  Many current student 
parents came to school March 28th 
for the Annual Writing Celebration. Ar-
riving early to enjoy delicious waffles 
in the Lion’s Den, parents then dis-
bursed to their children’s classrooms 
where each young author read his/her 
written work of choice to family and 
friends. Each family took home a  
Writing Celebration Special Edition of 
Lion’s Roar magazine, containing 
work from every KMES student. 

Emergency preparedness drills were carried out according to safety plans developed by the school 
and Site Council parents. The comprehensive plan includes all aspects of safety including disaster pro-
cedures, emergency response actions, rules and procedures for school discipline programs that support 
a safe and orderly learning environment at KMES. A lock down drill called during recess brought staff 
and students safely, calmly and quietly secured behind locked doors within 2 minutes. An evacuation/
buss drill also went exceptionally well. Students boarded the bus in a calm and orderly manner. Every-
one on campus was on the bus within 7 minutes of the announcement of the drill.  

Cabrillo District’s Chief Business Official, Crystal Leach presented a district wide budget update to 
parents and interested Community members on March 15th. Bottom line projections remained minimally 
in the black for the upcoming year, but a financial planning committee has been formed to address long 
term needs and projected deficits in 2020-2021 when the current parcel tax runs out. KMES will be rep-
resented on that committee by our KMAP President, Amber Stariha.  Parent Maria Polonchek kindly 
sent the Echo her summary from Ms. Leach’s presentation. Maria’s summary addresses three key 
points:  

1. As a district: CUSD is one district of many across CA facing serious deficits in the spending 
budget, which is projected to get exponentially worse through 2021. 

2. As a school: It's too early at this time to discuss the possibility of closing KMES as a result of 
budget concerns--but it won't be the first time this possibility for KMES has come up over the last several 
decades.  

3. As parents: Keep enrollment up! We can not only confirm our children's enrollment at KMES next 
year but also make sure we get our kids to school.  

The bad news: KMES has the highest level of absences of any school in CUSD. The school does 
not get funding for a student each day the student is absent-- including excused absences. The good 
news: As long as students are in school until 11:00 am, they are counted in attendance. We can plan 
travel and appointments with this in mind. We can also sign up to do independent study if students will 
be out of school 5 or more days. For more about attendance details such as these, please see Lesli in 
the KMWS office. 
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A p r i l  2 5 t h

LIVE MUSIC | FREE COCKTAIL | $15
WWW.WINSTONPOOLPARTY

JOIN THE FUN!

come experience our newest children's 

center located at 

Kings Mountain Elementary School

Games, tours, snacks and 

refreshments!

Drop in anytime

2:30 - 6:00

VENTURE FREE OPEN 
HOUSE!

VentureFreeFoundation.org
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Students at KMES Use Maps to Better Understand Puma Habitats  

On Thursday, the students at Kings 
Mountain Elementary School got to work   
applying the knowledge they’d gleaned in the 
classroom to understand the complexities of 
puma habitats.  

Two representatives from the Felidae 
Conservation Fund shepherded the children 
on their journey with multimedia presenta-
tions, engaging educational talks and hands-
on activities.  

The Felidae Conservation Fund endeav-
ors to improve the state of wildcat ecosys-
tems through research, education and online 
technologies. On this day, Bradley Nichols, a 
wildlife biologist, and Felidae Conservation 
Fund Executive  Director Ginger Thomson 
were on hand to deliver a message of preser-
vation.  

“The main thing that we are hoping is 
that the students can see how nature regu-
lates itself. So, if the deer population is unchecked, you have disease, tick infestation, starvation and 
over-browsing,” said Nichols. “Only wolves and mountain lions can really keep a deer population in 
check.  

“Occasionally, a bobcat might take a really tiny fawn and so forth, but without an apex predator, the 
deer population just gets out of control,” he continued. “The main thing is kids can understand the bal-
ance here.”  

In order to drive this concept home, Nichols and Thomson presented the students with large card-
board maps of houses, roads and streams. Each map was slightly different, indicating the different lev-
els of suburban sprawl.  

“We’re going to have the students install deer and puma in all these different regions of the land-
scape,” said Thomson. “What they will be doing is adding and subtracting deer based on the livability 
and survivability of each species in the landscape.”  

Next to the maps are two bags of beans, each a different color. These beans represent deer and pu-
mas. In this case, puma.  

“The Latin name for the mountain lion is ‘puma concolor,’” said Thomson. “We use ‘puma’ because 
it’s the most correct name. 

“There are about 40 names for mountain lions, or for pumas,” she continued. “Mountain lion is one, 
cougar is another. There’s also catamount, snow cat, ghost cat. There are many, many names.”   

Thomson said that over time various communities have referred to the cats on the basis of their shy-
ness.  

“They are quite mysterious. They’re extremely shy and they don’t like to be around people and so 
they’re stealthy,” she said. “They’re not seen very often and so they evoke lots of mystique. They have 
many names that go along those lines.”   

The pair hopes to help the students get better acquainted with their puma cohabitants.  
“‘Ghost cat’ is a really good name for them because they are really secretive,” said Nichols. “We are 

just big, loud and obnoxious. We don’t look like a normal prey item.   
“They also completely adjust their patterns to coexist with people,” he continued. “They are really 

cryptic and they are big scaredy-cats. It’s actually kind of funny.” 
 

Reprinted with Permission from Half Moon Bay Review, pub. March 27, 2019 
 
 

Photo courtesy of Diane Siegel 

Ginger Thomson, Executive Director of Felidae returned to KMES March 21st to present the Bay Area 
Puma Project science Lab. Students explored predator-prey interactions and the effects of human devel-
opment on the natural balance of deer and mountain lions. Field researcher Brad Nichols reprogrammed 
the school wildlife camera and identified a better spot to set it up to capture Puma activity. A reporter 
from The Half Moon Bay Review observed this enrichment program so uniquely suited to out school's 
natural environment. Here is her story reprinted with permission. 
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 April 2019 

 

by 
Marty Eisenberg 

Peninsula Open Space Trust (“POST”):  POST is a local non-profit, organized in 1977. It 
has a mission to protect and preserve Bay Area open space for benefit of all. It acquires 
land and partners with public agencies and private landowners, preserving undeveloped 
land through acquisition, conservation easements and many complex transaction forms. (It 
should not be confused with Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (MROSD), which is 
essentially a local tax-supported governmental agency that manages public lands and open 
space preserves including some initially established by POST.) POST does not have staff to 
manage lands. It engages in transactions to preserve open space and transfers the steward-
ship of acquired land to public entities and organizations such as MROSD. Both POST and 
MROSD organize outdoor activities and docent led walks, hikes and events. POST is a pub-
lic benefit corporation funded entirely by charitable gifts from individuals, foundations and 
grant funding. POST sponsors an annual winter-spring speaker’s series deserving of atten-
tion. The focus is upon environmental protection and ecology. Coming Tuesday evening 
April 23 to Mountain View Center for Performing Arts is Van Jones, CNN political commenta-
tor, author, social justice advocate and founder of Green for All, a non-profit focused on en-
vironmental problems and disenfranchised communities. “The green economy should not 
just be about reclaiming throw-away stuff. It should be about reclaiming thrown-away com-
munities.” Tickets are available on the POST website and you can enter your contact infor-
mation to be informed of future events, walks, hikes and speakers’ series. 
 

Septic Tank Service and Tree Roots: Accumulated sludge in septic tanks needs to be 
pumped out before it reaches the height of the inlet into the tank’s second chamber. Time 
periods between pumping depend on tank size and number of persons in the household. 
Generally, a 1500 gallon tank for a household of 4: pump every 5 years; less residents, less 
often and vice versa. I had mine pumped recently and the service provider recommended 
having roots removed from around the inlet and outlet of the tank because they were reach-
ing the point of becoming blockages. During the warm, dry summer months, tree roots go 
searching for water in all the wrong places! For me, a drain line from a courtyard catch basin 
to the curb was already badly choked with roots so it was a good time to have it all done. I 
contacted local W.H. Dempsey Engineering. It sent out 2 very competent, efficient techni-
cians who cleared offending roots and treated the lines with a foaming root killer. The prod-
uct foams to fill the drain line with a product caustic to roots and that coats the interior of the 
line with an herbicide to discourage further invasion for at least awhile. The roots in the line 
are killed, gradually decay and are flushed away. The technicians recommended treating the 
catch basin line and the drain line into the septic tank at least twice annually with foaming 
root killer to effectively discourage root growth. You can do that yourself. The product is 
available on Amazon and at Home Depot. They also recommended dumping a can into the 
second chamber of the septic tank next to its outlet so the foam goes into the leach field 
lines to kill roots invading the leach lines and thereby extend their functional life. I welcomed 
the advice. You might too!  
_____________________________________ 
“In America, anybody can be president. That's one of the risks you take.” [Adlai Stevenson, American 
statesman - 1900-1965] 
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April 2019 Kings Mountain Community Calendar 

The Kings Mountain Echo is published monthly by the Kings Mountain Volunteer Fire Brigade, Inc, a non-profit, 
volunteer organization. The Editor is Eileen Fredrikson. All opinions are those of the commentator/writer and not 
those of the publisher.  
Echo submissions should be emailed to eileenfredrikson@comcast.net Please reference “the Echo” in the     
subject line. The Echo deadline is the 26th of each month. The editor retains discretion to edit all submissions for 
space and content.  
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